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PREFACE. 


My  object  in  the  publication  of  the  present  volume 
is  to  give  a  minute  and  faithful  detail  of  what 
actucdly  passed  under  my  observation  in  the 
Hospital,  during  the  seven  years  it  was  intrusted 
to  my  care,  so  as  to  enable  the  reader  to  form 
his  own  conclusionsj  and  thus  avoid  the  error  into 
which  so  many  have  been  drawn,  of  remaining 
satisfied  with  assertions  made  by  men  no  wiser 
than  themselves,  and  whose  opinions  often  rest  on 
the  same  foundation. 

An  extensive  record  of  this  nature  will,  I  should 
hope,  materially  assist  the  experienced  Physician  in 
obscure  investigations ;  and  with  the  view  of  ren- 
dering the  facts  detailed  more  usefid  to  the  junior, 
I  have  subjoined  such  practical  observations  as 
experience  suggested. 
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PREFACE. 

practically  useful,  thb  being  the  object  eoDtem- 
plated.  In  the  article  with  which  the  Tolume 
conimenoes,  viz..  Natural  Labours,  I  hare  given 
merelv  a  few  preliminary  obsenradons  as  to  the 
treatment  of  the  patient ;  to  hare  entered  more 
fully  into  this  important  subject  in  this  place,  would 
hare  caused  lengthened  repetitions  in  scmie  of  the 
subsequent  sections,  where  a  detail  of  the  treatment 
necessary  is  unavoidable,  and  is  in  my  mind  placed 
with  better  effect. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  observe,  should  the 
tables  or  calculations  deduced  appear  obscure  or 
unsatisfactory  to  any  engaged  in  the  like  pursuit, 
it  will  give  me  great  pleasure,  if  in  my  power,  to 
assist  in  removing  the  difficulty. 

McBSKW  SgCABB,  Nawmker^  183S. 
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PRACTICAL    OBSERVATIONS. 


ON  NATURAL  LABOURS. 

The  proper  treatment  at  a  patient,  in  the  progress 
of  an  ordinary  natural  labour,  id  a  subject  which 
should  engage  the  anxious  attention  of  every  one 
wishing  to  become  a  successful  midwifery  practi- 
tioner. From  ignorance  on  this  head,  many 
mi£G(vourable  results  ensue ;  for  which,  in  the 
present  improved  state  of  midwifery,  there  is 
no  excuse. 

.  In  all  labours,  from  tiieir  commencement  to  their 
termination,  the  patient  should  be  kept  cool ;  by 
admitting  a  iree  circulation  of  fresh  air,  using 
light  clothing,  with  mild  nourishment,  and  most 
careftilly  shunning  all  kinds  of  stimulants.  The 
bowels  should  be  strictly  attended  to ;  as  this 
not  only  facilitates  the  passage  of  the  child,  but 
protects  tiie  intestines  against  the  injurious  effects 
of  pressure  ;    and  is   at  the   same  time  of  much 
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'benefit^  in  diminishing  any  tendency  to  £^vw 
during  labour,  and  subsequent  to  deliv«ry.'  Ouir 
patient  should  therefore  be  cautioned,- on  1^6 ^i^t^ 
first  s3rmptom8  of  labour,  to  take  medidii^^  sq^  as 
to  effectually  empty  the  bowels.*  When  >laboiir 
has  decidedly  set  in,  it  will  mucfit  assist  cciir 
efforts  to  enstire  a  state  of  quietness  and  absenee 
of  &tigue  or  feverishness,  if  we  can  persuade  her 
to  Abstain  from  making  any  voluntary  exertions 
during  the  dilatation  of  the  os  tincae ;  at  the  same 
time  not  confining  her  to  bed^.  or  any  particular 
posturei  until  the  head  descends  so  low  as  nearly 
't6' press:  ori  i&e  perinaaum.  Where  -  the .  laboufr 
IS' |m>trtN9kid(  ^the  state  of  the  bladder  is  to ;  bis 
<!ltofiiBy  /attended  to ;  and  if  firtHU .  pressure^  lOr 
ahy  other  cause,  retention  of ;  urine  shoidd  take 
|ih»e,  the  catheter  must  be  passed.  A  large  i  and 
^stinuUaiting  injection  thrown  up  every  five  or>^ 
houFB,  wiU^.  'in  suck  cases,  be  found  uaefiil^  and 
.will  often'  prevent  the  necessity  of  removing*  the 
urine  iurtifimally;  The  young  practitionerv  iiv^fais 
adxiety,  is  to  avc&d  making  firequecit  examiiiatk»M 
in  Ihe  early  stage  of  labour;  as  no  aseftd  fnfelv 

*  It  may  be  here  remarked,  tbat  the  necessity  for  pregnant 
irbmen  pi^rving  A  regular  state  of  bowels  during  ^estatiosi, 
ittAnbt^'too  frequently  insisted  oti  by  their  m^ioal  adriiei^ ; 
(Mk  ./there  is  n^o  peiiiod  at  which  they  act  note  rehic^aiiUiy,  'pt^r 
during  which  there  is  so  great  inattention  paid  to  this  point  by 
tfce  fib'iiiale  fiers^.  In'ttie'great  majority  of  cases  no  advice  wii! 
4M»foiind«ioreib0ii^ciaL  :  -  ■  r.  ,    > 


flntioa   can  :  te  1  thus :  4^  and  when  r^lAie 

IdbDur /isi  alaw,  thoi  fiatient  ia  injured  l^  the 
bflamiDatMa.  :8Qi  exdtedL  Thiai  I  coaisddei  a^  utty 
&e^entrieau8e:of  laeeratioaiof  thepcffinwuii;  aaytin 
fv^sorticm'  tb  the  aaonnt  of  iaflanwnation  in  this  pact» 
line  numaireiiiokantl}?  will  it  be  found  fo  yield  to  the 
pnfwny  of  the  iieadtand  tiie  JBiore  likely  laceratien 
tB  be«rihe  qonsequenoe.  it  is  fiecessary^ta  make 
^OL  ocoaflioBol:  Bxaminationy  to  ascertain  the  progroro 
afi.isAouiv-  and'  this  should  be  pistformed  widi 
aautioD)  ,8o  as  to  avoid  mpturii^  the  membranes'; 
as  .in  idmost  ^^ety*  imfiance^  the  more  progresji 
koaubeen  made  ^reyigos  to  the  (fischarge  <i£  the 
ttqaor  immii,  llie  more  safe  is  it  for  bothmothec 
and  ickfld,  :partieHlafly  vlien  4here  is  any  difficulty 
iij>th^|a8sage  of  the  head*  - 
Ml  Thece  will  ooeaaionaUy  :be  some  cases  met  wxtbr 
irfiere  alt  the  parts  are  well  dilated^  and  yet^  the 
:  uterine  adieu  is  so  feeble  as  not  to  cause  the  meni- 
facaiieaTto  give  way:  in  such^  when . tedious^  they 
-may  be  punctured;  this,  howevev^  .should  be  an 
^WMiSfpliofi  to  tke  g^aeral  ivuk^  Immediately  on  the 
diwtar^  jof  the  waters,  an  examination  dundd  be 
made;  as  tins  is  the  time  the  presenting  part  can 
gej[jferaUy  be  ascertained  with  accuracy,  and  altered 
tfneisessairy,  or  practicable.  When  the  head  has 
ifeseeni^d  so  low,  as  to  form  a  tumour  on  the  peri- 
jn^us^  attention  is  to  be  paid  to  prevent 

laceration,   during  not  only  the  expulsion  of  the 
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head,  but  also  the  shoulders.  This  will  be  best 
accomplished  by  pressing  gently  forward  the  dis-p 
tended  perinseum  with  the  palm  of  the  hand,  having 
a  soft  napkin  interposed ;  and,  in  this  way,  endea* 
vouring  to  keep  the  back  part  of  the  head  as  close 
to  the  arch  of  the  pubes  as  possible,  without  using 
strong  pressure,  or  applying  our  force  so  as  tq  tend 
in  the  slightest  degree,  to  drag  the  perinaeum. 
hackwards.  When  the  head  is  about  to  pass,  the 
nursetender  should  be  directed  to  elevate  the 
fight  knee  with  her  hand,  as  much  as  can  be 
done,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  distension  of  the  peri- 
naeum ;  this,  I  think  much  preferable  to  the  use  of 
a  pillow.  The  patient  should,  at  this  time,  where 
t^e  tension  is  great,  be  earnestly  enjoined  to  avoid 
bearing  down,  and  thus  permit  the  head  to  esci^e 
slowly  and  gently.  By  preventing  inflammation  of 
the  soft  parts  in  the  progress  of  the  labour,  and 
using  these  precautions  during  the  expulsion  of 
the  head  and  shoulders,  laceration  of  the  perinseum 
will  seldom  occur. 

As  soon  as  the  head  and  shoulders  are  expelled^ 
the  medical  attendant  has  a  most  important  duty  to 
perform ;  which  is,  by  every  means  in  his  power 
to  endeavour  to  promote  as  complete  a  contraction 
of  the  uterus  as  possible;  the  safety  and  speedy 
recovery  of  his  patient  being  most  intimately  con» 
nected  with  the  gradual  and  perfect  contraction  of 
this  organ. 
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The  means  best  calculated  to  ensure  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  object  are,  to  allow  the  uterus 
^wly  to  empty  itself  leaving  the  body  and  limbs 
of  the  child  to  be  expelled  by  uterine  actimi  only ; 
and  by  pursuing  the  fiindus  uteri  in  its  contraction,' 
with  the  left  hand  placed  on  the  abdomen,  not  only 
until  the  foetus  be  entirely  expelled,  but  continuing 
this  pressure  steadily  afterwards,  so  as  to  keep  the 
ufenis  in  a  state  oi  permanent  contraction.  For 
the  measures  I  would  venture  to  recommend  the 
junior  practitioner  to  pursue,  in  the  treatment  of 
the  labour  during  and  subsequent  to  this  stage — a 
period  of  such  vital  importance  to  the  patient^s 
weuare,  to  avoid  repetition,  I  refer  to  the  articles 
on  Haemorrhage,  subsequent  to  the  birth  of  thci 
clnld,  and  also  on  Retention  of  the  Placenta. 

There  is  one  observation  I  would  make,  with 
respect  to  leaving  the  child  in  every  case^  to  be 
entirely  expelled  by  uterine  action  alone.  Although^ 
generally  speaking,  no  assistance  whatever  should 
be  given,  yet  I  have  known  several  instances  where 
lie  child  was  lost  by  adhering  strictly  to  this  rule, 
where  uterine  action  was  tardy  in  returning  after 
having  expelled  the  head.  When,  therefore,  iri 
three  or  four  minutes  after  the  head  has  been  pro- 
truded, the  pains  do  not  return,  particularly  if  the 
face  be  observed  to  be  very  livid,  or  still  more, 
where  the  child  makes  efforts  to  breathe^  we  should 
give  gentle  assistance,  so  as  merely  to  excite  uterine 
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action  ;  but  the  moment  we  notice  tiie  body  making 
the  kast  progress^  we  muist  desist,  and  leave  the 
expulsion  to  be  effected  as  before  stated.  These 
mekns,  it  is  carefolly  to  be  recollected,  are  only  to 
be  employed  iiii  suebeaaeB  as  descril^;  tbey  are 
ehiefly  met  with  where  the  child  is  unusually  large, 
w  the  labour  protracted. 

^  In  all  labours,  when  th*  heiid  is  i«pelted,  <lfe 
Hlf^er  should  be  passed  up  on  the  childVhec^i  fio 
nmertainf  if  the  funis  be  aronnd  'ity'which  is  often 
ibe  case^^  and  if'  so,  where  -practicable  without  otsiri^ 
Sbrce,  ^  it  should  be  brought  over  the  h^dd^  of  ^  N?liei^ 
tluB:  canned;  readily  be  effected, 'passed  back-oter'tiie 
iihouldera«  K  this  be  not  attended  to,  the^<Aiyd 
tety  he  injured  where  the  funispresses  strongly  on 
khe  neckf.both  by  the  cord  acting  as  a  hgftture^  Ibid 
having  if»  circulation  checked ;  also  in  consequence 
of  the  funis  being  thus  shortened,  the  placenta  ndght 
be  dragged  away,  causing  serious  injury  to  ^  the 
mother,  either  by  inducing  haemorrhage  or  pos^ly 
iavjerjdng  the  uterus.  Here,  as  well  9»m  all  iOhkr 
caseSf  where  the  child  is  bom  in  a  feeble  staU^,  thfe 
ligature  should  not  be  applied  until  the  pulsati<>fa 
entirely .  ceases^  except  the  child  cries  strongly  or 
.  breathes  ireely.  " 


•  •  •  •■ 


t*  * . 


/.r  -       .  ■.'..«• 


-^V^I''Ti  7Ji    [-•▼         .  '    '   "■     ^    ■ 


^^ 


nft    »j\>i;'»|    i»ii{;    ."<-''■»•'     ^--  •:    "    •  '      ••       -v.-.*      Iff* 

'i-rMflT       .l,^?;ir-    •♦*'•■•  •'      •  •      ••  .-,♦,, 
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^E|^l  ^^fPQ  g^bjf^^.^coaQeoted  wil^  the  praetiM  of 
jQudwi&ryy'iff^'^i^^ouUta ^^uke e  sounds luK>ifi4edg|( 
a^tasi^0.t>rea1»ient«f  •tedierus:«ad  4iffioiLlt  lalK>ttr«. 

mo^b^mu-lsl^^mMMiery  /distfaiguiflliect  the  elq>drie]!ioed 
£(tom /ibe-i  ui6:tp8rieii06d  ptiactitioiJLep.  Hub  ii^bki- 
M9^tt>^caii*  only*  lue  obtained  iby  idiligetit  .aikd 
ijp^wBftenmg  ^ktendaaoe  <  at  'the  palsent's  *  bedsides  j^  «4iU 
jQidier- 8Mfce0  are  comqparatively  ^^ovdd^ssyi  and 
4M)ieii(>aiiot*<  QOii}(mied  wkb*  rpcaotical  expevieiiecl^ 
dkyigeKOfas^* •'/  ■'?  ;    .■•.•♦'  ^  i'--  j.mu 

'>({tllie  /eawes,  f  wfaiob  may  'predace.tediate  «ir 
«Gi&<^  JabouBs;  ane  numeroaa*  They  are  '^fimnd 
ddtttlUftd  IB!  the  ^^rent^tciiidard^woika.:;  ^IThetJKioBt 
Sequent  are,  imperfect  uterine  action;  rigidity  of 
rtfae^oa  iUteci^  and  so£k  parts;  eairly  >nip^re > of  the 
membranes  ;  disproportion  between  the  head  of 'die 
child  and  the  mother's  pelvis ;  or,  in  some  oasei^ 
the  head  being  much  ossified,  not  admitting  readily 
of  compression ;  in  others,  distension  of  the  child's 
body  with  air,  when  dead  for  some  time.  Many 
causes,  not  so  ccHnmon,  might  be  mentioned,  such 
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as,  adhesions  in  the  vagina,*  excessive  distension 
of  the  uterus  with  liquor  amnii,  &c. 

Doctor  Joseph  Clarke  states,  and  in  my  opiniooy 
with  great  truth,  ^Hhat  since  it  became  usual  to 
^^keep  women  in. labour  in  a  cool  atinosphere,  to 
^^  prevent  them  making  voluntary  exertions  during 
^^  the  dilatation  of  the  os  tincae,  and  to  support  them 
<^by  mild,  instead  of  stimulati^ig  nourishment  and 
'^medicine,  the  powers  of  the  constitution  &il  but 
^^  seldom  in  expelling  the  fcBtus,  wJiere  there  is  no 
"  material  defect  in  the  formotion  of  tlie  peiois.** 

.  We  must  be  guided,  as  to  the  propriety  of  giving 
assistance,  chiefly  by  the  present  symptoms, .  and 
previous  history,  and  not  by  the  length  of  the 
labour  ;  as  some  will  suflTer  more  in  30  hours,  than 
others  in  90..  If  our  patient  have  had  severe 
labours  before,  or  given  birth  to  many  children,  we 
should  not,  on  any  account,  permit  her  to  remain 
so  long  in  labour  as  we  would,  if  the  case  were 
otherwise.  Generally  speaking,  so  long  as  the 
pulse  remains  good,  the  bowels  and  bladder  act  well^ 


*  Four  very  interestiDg  cases  of.  this  natore  occurred  to  me 
in  the  Hospital,  in  each  of  which,  adhesion,  the  consequence 
of  previous  difiicult  labour,  had  taken  place,  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  form  a  band  in  the  vagina,  of  a  dense  structure,  which 
completely  resisted  the  descent  of  the  head.  In  these,  I  divided 
the  band  with  a  probe  pointed  bistoury,  always  making  the 
incision  laterally,  to  avoid  iiyuring  the  rectum  or  bladder.  They 
all  recovered  favourably. 

Sec  another  case,  where  the  uterus  ruptured. 
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the  soft  ports  remain  free  from  severe  pressure,  and 
uterine  action  cbntihueSy '  so  as  to  cauise  ihe  presenting 
park  to  descend  erer  so  slowly,  the  patient  having 
no  pwi'  in  the  abdomen  on  pressure,  or  local 
diatreas,  ^  di3d  at  the  same  time  being  afive,  as 
indKafted  trjr^the  stethoscope,  I  am  satisfied,  no 
aUbetipt  sh^mid  be  made  to  deliver  with  instruments, 
and  diat  he  who  does  so,  wantonly  exposes  both 
mcydier  and  child  to  danger. 

A  prudfent  use  of  instrtments  in  the  plractice  of 
midwifery,  is'  of  great  importance ;  but  the  neces- 
sity alone  of  freeing  our  patient  from  impending  or 
present  danger,  should  induce  us  to  resort  to  them; 
In  every  instance,  where  practicable,  previous  to 
d(m^  SO)  H  is  desirable  a  seccmd  physician  i^ould 
be  consulted)  in  order  to  satisfy  boith  the  friends  of 
the  patient  and  ourselves,  that  we  are  doing  what 
is  essential  for  her  safety.*  Some  practitioners 
never  think  of  taking  this  precaution,  nor  do  they 
cvet^' attend  a  patient  without  the  lever  or  forceps  iii 
their  fikketj  and  use  them,  witiiout  even  apprising 
the  female  herself;  such  conduct  I  look  upon  as 
unjustifiable  in  the  extreme,  and  am  happy  to  think 
it  is  the  praii^tice  of  those  only,  who  have  little 
character  to  lose. 


*  The  propriety  of  conBQltations,  previous  to  the  use  of  instru-^ 
meoHi,  I  int  heard  strongly  urged  by  Doctor  Labatt,  in  his 
excellent  lectures,  when  master  of  the  Hospital ;  few  men  have 
had  more  ample  opportunities  of  acquiring  experience. 


10  pa-*mcAL  oBs>EfiVATioK«  1  r   •-' 

In  tniious  labours,  where  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
is  fully  dikttid,  t^e  sotl  parti  relaxed,  and  the  head 
so  low  in  the  pelvis  as  to  bring  the  ear  wiAin 
reach  of  the  fingt^r,  if  ^ere  be  a  necessity  for 
interference,  the  forceps  may  be  used  with  adran- 
tHge ;  but  ample  ejcperience  has  most  fiiUy  proved 
to  nie,  that  under  these  circumstances,  nteriae 
action  fails  but  seldom  in  expelling  the  child;  uid 
that  it  is  only  in  cases  as  above  described,  where 
the  ««/e*V  of  the  patient  requires  assisfanca,  that 
we  are  justified  in  using  this  instrument. 

In  l(i,414  deliveries  in  the  Ho^ital,  we  met 
with  but  fourteen  cases  answering  this  description  5 
in  cloven  of  which,  the  forceps  wa»  used,  and  in 
three,  the  lever.  In  the  other  instances  where  the 
forceps  was  applied,  the  labours  were  complex. 

There  are  several  other  situations,  in  which  the 
forceps  may  be  employed  with  much  benefit,  as,  in 
convulsions,  htemorrliages,  &c.  where  the  case  tsj 
in  other  respects,  suited  to  their  application  ;  these 
arc  pointed  out  in  the  remarks  on  the  treatment  of 
HUch  labours. 

The  forceps  was  used  during  my  mastership,  34 
times,  and  the  lever  3  times  ;  total  27  ;  making  the 
overage  about  1  in  008  deliveries.  According  to 
this  calculation,  most  physicians,  in  private  practice, 
would  require  to  use  them  but  seldom ;  as,  «Dp- 
poaing  an  individual  to  attend  400(1  cases  in  the 
coiirne  of  liiN  life,  which  is  a  gioat<>r  numlier  than 


I 


I 


ON 


il 


fct«gMydi^tiiwiit»the 

The  '^s&mrv  6«  a 
the  OS  uteri  m  fidhrdibted. 
die  head  rrating  od  4ie 
and  tiie  pelvis  of 
tttenduit  to  readi  the 
siBi|dey   ifad  my  mdifidBal*  vith 
rienoay  imt  readily  effect  it.     I 
bt  assotnig',   that  to  use  it  nwlcr 
fliaiices,  IB  Mt  only  an  abiue  ef  the 
moafc  hazardooa  to  the  patievL     it 
thoroogfaiy  convineed  of  theee  CmIb, 


*  Doctor  DcDman  states — ^  It  bas  loor  bees 
"^this  idovDfry,  tint  tie  ose  ^  iiKiaiii  iiiii  of 
«' aot  to  be  attowed  in  the  praetaoe  ef  Bidvtfeij, 
«Vof  eligtbiU^:'  He  adds,  >' Wboerer  wffl  gire  biMetf 
'*  consider  the  possible  mistakes  and  want  of  fIdD  in  j 
^l^raetitkmens  'wfaicfa'I  fear  wmof  fsi  «s  say  iiuiIlU;  Ae 
'VfiteocQft  of  pieauniption  in  thaac,  who,  fay 
acquired  dexteri^,  and  the.  accidents,  whidi,  under  certain 
circamstancesy  seem  scarcely  to  be  avoided,  win  be  «tning1r 
«iiii|pnMM  #Hh  a iittiAe ^ Ae  propriefy  of  this  tide.*' 


if 
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la  tedioiis  laboucs,  ^difire  Ae  numtfa  of  >liieffrdtiib 
is  fbUy  dilated^  Ae  soft  parts  cekxedt  and -die  >liead[ 
90  hm  in  die  pelyisi  as  to  brii^  ilie  >eavi<mlliin 
reach  m£  tke  JBi^r,  if  Aere*^  a  naoess^flbt 
iiitei£ereiioe»  the  Anrcqis  may  fae  used  vJtbiadffKi^ 
ti^;  but  ample  experieiiee  has  most  fBa31j;fBMB^ 
to  me,  diat  m^ler  ifaeae  oirciuBstaBoes^  -ailaaiim 
actioii  ftik  but  addom  in  expelling  die  duld)  aid 
that  it  is  only  in  cases  as  above,  deseribedi  /ivfaeve 
the  Mfetjf  of  the  patient  requires  ouiriM^ce^.  that 
we  are  jostifiued  in  using  ihb  instcament .  >*    -     tn: 

In  16|414  ddiveries  in  rthe  Hospital,  wet  met 
with  bat  Ibaiteen  cases  answermg  this  desciiptitati; 
in  eleven  of  which,  the  forceps 'wa8>  aaed^rrAid  in 
thnee^  tibe  leyer.  In  the  other  instances  wfaarerdK 
foTceipB  was  applied,  the  labours  were  complex*''^  >ri 

There  are  several  other  situations,  in^faieh^  the 
forceps  may  be  employed  with  miudi  faen^t,  ssy.is 
oonvulsions,  hflamorrfaages,  &c.  where  tiie^tmse' is; 
in  oth»  respects,  suited  'to  th^  application^}  ;lheM 
are  pointed  out  in  the  remarks  on  the  treatment  of 
such  labours. 

The  forceps  was  used  during  my  mastership^  .84 
times,  and  the  lever  3  tnnes ;  total  27';  making  the 
average  about  1  in  608  deliveries-  According  to 
this  calculation,  most  physicians,  in  private  practii^ 
would  require  to  nse  them  but  seldom;'  as,  wbp- 
Ykosing  an  individual  to  attend  4000  'cases  in  &c 
lOiirse  of  his  life,  which  is  aigreater  number.. than 
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fidfeAa  tiie:lofc:0£.inDii;  ineti,  iiie  forceffBOV  kVer 
lKndd)Ke  tseeesHury  in  Ikde  a^ 
nrJ^ioDDflideiR^iie^foroepsj  when  Qged  vtn&i  ^^mdeno^ 
k*ia|db'?v!ahnb}e  iastmiMait ;  but  its  vtffity  ii  gi^Mtl;;^ 
lamiimidihf  Aeiiny^y  mo  ft^ximAyiiaSk^ 
permit,  vii^  diAfvng  rotois^  vsitef^  im  inslMi-^ 

sffisliAB  jiedetMfyijf^  but  mtM^A  mora  m  >l^  usltig'it 
tiMre^Hiih  mjr  ^ii«l^'<it  ui  not  oiihj^  JUi^idaM^^' 
bvtlHglfljr  ^m^^om  to  t^  pttient^s  safety;* 
ji.  The^dtefii^^ry  of  a  femdfe  inth  Ae  ibfcepn^  wbm 
the  OS  uteri  is  Adly dilated,  :&e  soft  pafiir  retttKOd^ 
iibBi  head  t-^stiiig  •  on  the  p6riss9im4  or  tiMrly  so, 
and  Ae  pblvis'  of  snffidenfk  me  to  )>eitntt;  ^tiii 
afctdndant  to  reaeh  Ihe  ear  with  the  finget^  is  M 
smplev  'Iha^  sny  indrridnal^  with  nodet^aite  e»p^ 
rienoe^  >  liiay  readily  ^effect  it?  I  have  no  ^hesiWftoti 
im  assertingv  that  to  ^se  it  under  ^itel*  vdrdun- 
flfatnees,  kaot  only  an  abuse  of  the  ins1»*ttBtte«ft^  bttt 
uaoat  jhazardoBS  to  the  patient  It  is  tMm  he^g 
thbik>ughiy^  corniced  of  the^e  fai^1)y  long -and 

*  Doctor  Denman  states — '<  It  has  long  been  established,  in 
^Ihn'lMnifrjr/ilitat  the  Use  M  instHimeiits  of  any  kind,  ofight 
<f  i|iot  t^  be  fittowed  Jn  Uie  praoUoe  of  midwifeiyi  fiK>m  any  wotiTef 
''of  eUgUfUihf.*  He  adds,  ''Whoever  will  give  himself  time  to 
^^'c<fRsider 'the  possible  mistakes  and  want  of  sldll  in  younger 
^)^ael«tiOii^,  'whachl  Mr  "mbny "oT  lis  I^liy'tiee6ne^$  "the  iir- 
t\ff(^BC^  of  i^fesiMiiption  in:;tb«Be,  wbo,  by  •  enperienee,  have 
"  ^pquired  dexteri^>.  and  th^.  accidents^  whieh>  under  certain 
^circuiustancies,  seem'  scarcely  to  be  avoided,  will  be  strong!)^ 
^mt^i^MM  t#ifh  a  litoM^  ^e  pr<>pri^ty  of  this  rule:'' 
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In  tedious  labours,  where  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
is  fully  dilated,  the  soil  parts  relaxed,  Ynd  the  head 
so  low  in  the  pelvis,  as  to  bring  the  ear  witliin 
reach  of  the  finger,  if  there  be  a  necess^  for 
interference,  the  forceps  may  be  used  with  advan- 
tage ;  but  ample  experience  has  most  fiilly  proved 
to  me,  that  under  these  circumstancea,  uterine 
action  fails  but  seldom  in  expelling  the  child ;  and 
that  it  is  only  in  cases  as  above  described,  where 
the  safetjii  of  the  patient  requires  assistance^  that 
we  are  justified  in  using  this  instrument. 

In  1(),414  deliveries  in  the  Hospital,  we  met 
with  but  fourteen  cases  answering  this  descnptioiif 
in  cloven  of  which,  the  forceps  was  used,  and 
three,  the  lever.  In  the  other  instances  where 
forceps  was  applied,  the  labours  were  complex,  n'iii 

There  are  several  other  situations,  in 
forceps  may  be  employed  with  much  benefit, 
convulsions,  hsmorrhages,  &c.  where  &e 
in  otho*  respects,  suited  to  their 
are  pointed  out  in  the  remarks  on  the 
such  labours. 

Tlie  fimefM  was  used  during  my 

ife  lever  3  times ;  total  27 ; 
about  1    in  Cf^P  deliveries. 
^If^^^nn^  most  physicians,  in  priv7 
iwmirc  io  Me  them  but  sekkv 
indindual  to  attend  4000 
-«^hidb  i^  ^  greater 
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^x^s^pthj/aiyc^U^^mttodKieB  (as  is  oominoiily  said) 
a  Ara^,  or  wfaeie  llie  fi^^  flexible  catheter 
ei^Qo^i- ui!  someinstaiiees^.  be  passed  inte  die 
Ui^lderiS'!'  >The.  results  I  bai^  witnessed,  firisii  sueh 
pvfudlk)e,i  \weli&  mostdistvesbing;  in  some,  the  neck 
9£^Jb0  bll^dd^iV!>or^areihra^  either  lacerated,  or  the 
iprjw|r^lq^  pDeswre*  from  the  fwoeps  so  great,  as  to 
IHroj^s^-skiiigbingi  wA  oonseqaent  incontinence  of 
lyan^,:- in  otlier%  ithe  «reeto<-vi^inal  septum  de^ 
gtMyec^*  eidter  of  which,  renders  <ihe  snfRsrer 
^ttsetalile  for ^  life  ;^;«nd  in  two  cases,  where  the 
vpio|ttfa/of  t^.  womb. was  imperfecdy  ditated,  so 
Mmk  injury.  «fllcted  on  tiiis  part,  as  ta  tenmnai^ 
^  di^tlu  SueL  melandioly  consequences  strongly 
i^ew>the  necesMty  of  having  recourse  t6  th^ 
fereeps  with  great  caution,  so.  as  to  avoid  the  abuse 
of  an.  instafument,  which,  when  judiciously  allied; 
ia.occasieiiaUy  most  beneficial.  Almost  idl  the 
mife^oaisble  results  may  be  prevented,  by  uring 
tiUb  iistnunent  only  when  necessary  for  the  s(ifety 
of  :lJfte»!patie]it,'  at  the>  same  time  attending  to  the 
cbcumstances  already  stated ;  which  are  dwelt  upon 
by  many  of  our  best  writers  on  this  subject,  vAieh 
treating  of  the^  nature  of  the  case  in  which  it  h  eligible. 
rJ  (Doctor  Denman  observes,  '^  It  is  improper  to 
^:'9ttempt  to  apply  the  forceps,  before  an  ear  can 
irbe:felt,'€iisher  because  the  head  is  too  high,  or  it 
Hbki«0'Cleeely  lodced  m  Jthe  pelvis,  that  there  is 
^oo(]>4snfficient  iroom  to  pass  the  finder,  for  t^at 


4( 


if 


I*  PBACTiCAL    OBSEBVATIO'S 

as,  adhesions  in  the  vagina,*  excesuve  disteDsion 
of  the  uterus  with  liquor  ainnii,  &c. 

Doctor  Joseph  Clarke  states^  and  in  my  opimoo, 
with  great  truth,  *'that  since  it  became  usu^  to 
"keep  women  in  labour  in  a  cool  atinoapher^  to. 
"prevent  them  making  voluntary  exertions  daring 
"  the  dilatation  of  the  os  tincffi,  and  to  sapport  tiiem 
"  by  mild,  instead  of  stimulating  noorishmei^  an^ 
"medicine,  the  powers  of  the  conslitation  &il  b«!t. 
"  seldom  in  expelling  the  fcetus,  where  there  ie  no 
"  material  defect  in  the/ortaation  of  the  pdeit."  , 

We  must  be  guided,  as  to  die  proprie^  of  giving 
assistance,  chiefly  by  &e  present  sjiuptCHnsi .  ukI. 
pre^'ious  history,  and  not  by  the  length  e£.  ika 
labour ;  as  some  will  suffer  mwe  in  30  Ii0)irf^ :  than 
others  in  UO.  If  our  patient  have  had  aeTwe' 
labours  before,  or  given  birth  to  many  childreBi  Wfti 
should  not,  on  any  account,  permit  her  to 
so  long  in  labour  as  we  would,  if  the  cat 
otherwise.  Generally  speaking,  so  long  aati 
pulse  remuna  good,  the  bowels  and  bladder  act^ 


*  Four  vtry  intereuing  cam  of  tbis  nature  occurred 
in  the  Hospital)  in  csch  of  which,  adhcsiont  the  conset)! 
ur  previous  difficult  labouFi  had  taken  placi',  tn  such  an  ox- 
aa  to  form  a  liand  in  the  vagina,  of  a.  dense  gtractnrc,  >») 
completely  retiatol  the  deKcnt  of  the  bead.     In  three,  I  divi' 
the  band  with  a  probe  pointed  bistoury,  always  tniilung 
iuciaion  laterally,  to  avoid  iiyuring  the  rectum  or  likdder.  Tl' 
all  recovered  favourably.  .    ..  ,^ 

Sec  another  cave,  vrbcrc  the  ntcrua  rayfgvgf^ 
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«i?inr)i<opiili<lii  tte  dtie  never  can  be  siibstitiited  for 
the  other  without  exposing  the  patient  unjustMlably 
lorigMieidtt^;<(p;'«s,  where  the  case  will  admit  of 
'lii^»4btfi^\^'  adMrdiHg  t&  the  rules  stated  by  these 
%Ak>'hKiw  hifed  most  experience^  no  man  passesshig 
k^^^Kietilsil '  kMWle<%e  at  midwifery,  would  even 
ll&ife*  df^*  Miiig^fii^>p€»fersitbr ;  and  he  who  uses  the 
jbt^^^jtftiter  oth^i^  digcasmetances,  will  find  reason 
Mh-egtet^nltich  hifr  h»d  the  misfortune  to  do  so,  and 
tili'' ]jaitietitb^^iHB  rsg^  they  hadthe mis- 

fteliii^  to  cfmploy  limi«  -  . 
>iiFMt^  (rfi^tli^  ^  wdmefi  delivered  in  the  Hospital, 
widi^'iiMi^^^fceps^  died*-4iot,  however,  from  any 
k^v»f  ndnnieeted  widb  the  aetuid  deliviery;  •  Might 
iif!  ItetbddrM  w^lpe stOi^bcMrti.  Sisitesn  of  the  124 
niiei^ihsi^i'  Eighteen  of  the -24  were  find  children. 
•(i/fniefbHowitigTablts  ^ew#  t^e  duration  of  labour 
Jfilewphe-'thlis  1  woman  Was  4  hoursy  and  so  on.  In 
'ik^  casfr*  of  hsemorrfaagie  die  patient  was  delivered 
^rithmrt  dehiy,  and  in  another  it  was^  1^  second 
«Uld>of  a  twift  birth 


iniwv'j,    ^■■ 

• 

■ 
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oHiHie  cto^tneims  of  effecting  delivery,  where  the 
disproportimi  between  4lie  head  of  the  diiid  and  the 
fiekniis  M  gr^a*  as  to  ^prevent  us  reac^ng  the  «ar 
lmih;tbsiiliigeir^^is  by  rednddg  the  siee  of  the  heaid 
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ia»£  jsaiir  xbe  crotchet.      This,    however,    is   an 

TwraCKQ  ikar  no  inducement  should  tempt  any 

3»ipridhaal  to  perlibmi,  except  the  imperative  duty 

rf  MgriMS^  tlie  iifif  of  the  mother  when  placed  in  im- 

■EZKnt  diBger.     I  have  no  difficulty  in  stating,  and 

:kit  after  die  most  anxious  and  minute  attention  to 

iftt>  point,  thai  where  the  patient  has  been  properly 

tneared  fitwa  the  commencement  of  her  labour; 

vkere  strict  attention  has  been  paid  to  keep  her 

cool ;  ber  Blind  easy ;  where  stimulants  of  all  kinds 

hare  been  pn^bited,  and  the  necessary  attention 

paid  to  the  state  of  her  bowels  and  bladder ;  that, 

TDOider  such  management,  the  death  of  the  child 

takes  plaee  in  laborious  and  difficult  labour,  before 

die  symptoms  become  so  alarming,  as  to  cause  any 

expetienced  phyacian  to  lessen  the  bead.    This  is 

a  &ct»  wUdi  I  have  ascertained  beyond  all  doubt 

hr  dK  siedMMC<^ ;  the  use  of  which  has  exhibited 

to  Me  die  gteift  errors  I  committed,  before  I  was 

iy iiiiu  A  mA  its  application  to  midwifery,   viz. 

V  divine  delivery,  o/iipii,  I  have  no  doubt,  so  as 

IK>  Tender  ^  tesak  prfrarmrs  in  die  extremcj  and 

Wbes  «RW  K«A  condnoes  regular  and  strong, 

fee  li  cr  ^  tewES  ifter  die  os  uteri  is  dilated  or 

B  cne  cUhT^  hc«l  making  progress ; 

fv  ««p>fs«d  !■  the  pelvis,  not  leaving 

ieimrod«rt»D  ot  the  finger  to  feel  the 

ciie  pttsksage  0i  a  cadieter  into  the 
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Uadder ;  the  urine  perhaps  retained  from  severe 
pressure  on  the  urethra;  or* when  removed^  bloody 
or  yery  scanty^  and  of  a  deep  colour;,  the  patient 
cmnplaining  of  acute  pain,  on  pressure,  in  any  part 
of  the  abdomen,  the  pulse  being  at  the  same  time 
harried,  and  the  strengdi  failing;  these  are 
symptoms  indicating  the  use  of  the  perforator,  and 
their  being  urgent  or  otherwise  should  make  us 
cfeliver  sooner  or  later.  The  difGicuIty,  in  such 
cases,  is  caused  by  a  disproportion  between  the 
duld's  head  and  die  pelvis ;  and,  except  where  this 
is  very  great,  no  individual  can  foret^l  whether  the 
uterine  action  may  be  suffiident  or  not  to  expel  the 
olold ;  therefore  the  most  certain  proof  we  can  have 
of  such  disproportion  existing  is,  the  head  remain- 
ing stationary  for  a  number  of  hours  after  the 
dilatation  of  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  uterine  action 
duang  this  time  ocmtinuing  strong.  This  is  a  more 
certain  proof  ^  any  derived  from  the  most  ac 
curate  examination ;  for  though^ .  in  this  way,  we 
may  be  able  to  inform  oui^elves,  with  tolerable 
oorreetness,  as  to  the  size  of  the  pelvis ;  yet  the  size 
of  the  child's  head,  its  degree  of  ossification,  or  the 
amount  of  ciMnpression  it  may  undergo  from  uterine 
action,  nevar  can  be  correctly  ascertained.  Let  it 
be  carefully  recollected,  at  the  same  time,  that  so 
long  as  the  head  advances  ever  so  slowly,  the 
patient's  pulse  continues  good,  the  abdomen  free 
from  pain  on  pressure,  and  no  obstruction  to  the 

c 
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remoyal  of  the  urine;   interference  should  not  be 
attempted,  unless  the  child  be  dead. 

I  know  of  no  case  where  the  advantage  dei^ived 
jhtam  the  use  of  the  stethoscope  is  more  ifully  de»- 
monstrated,  dian  in  the  information  it  enables  us  to 
^Llriye  at  with  regard  to  the  life  or  death  of'  th^ 
foetus,  in  the  progress  of  tedious  and  difficult  labours, 
it  is,  in  mf  opinion,  one  of  the  greatest  improve- 
ments that  has  been  made  in  the  practice  of  mid*- 
wifery ;  and  what  adds  much  to  its  value  is,  that  an 
acquaintance  with  its  application  is  not  so  ver^ 
«yfficult  of  aeqtiirement  to  any  one,  whose  hearing 
is  lunimpaired-^it  being  only  necessary  the  ear 
should  be  accustoined  to  the  sounds  for  some  tinie^ 
to  "be^  able  to  apply  it  with  advantage.  Heretofore 
we  were  in  a  great  measure  ^orant  of  the  time 
M'  which  death  took  place  ;  and  the  practitioner, 
imagining  the  child  alive,  from  want  of  satisfactory 
evidenceofita  death,  delayed  interfering,  until  hift 
patient  was  in  the  greatest  possible  danger ;  whereai^; 
hsiA  he  been  assured  the  child  was  dead,  he  would 
kaVe  delivered  her  before  life  became  actually 
hazarded,  and  thus  prevented  her  not  only  endtcK 
ing  for  hours,  but  even  days  in  some  instances,  the 
most  torturing  pain,  the  result  of  which  continued 
suffering  was  not  unirequently  deaths  or  what  Was 
perhaps  worse  than  death,  extensive  sloughing  of 
the  urethra  or  of  the  recto- vaginal  septum,  establish- 
ing a  communication  between   these  two  cavities. 
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redadbig  die  unfoitunate  sufferer  to  a  state  of  ex- 
treme misery. 

•  How  often  have  I  known  patients  permitted  to 
endure. the  most  urgent  distress  for  a  period  of  4Q| 
SOf  60^  or  70  hours ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  this 
•time  •  of  aorrowi  giving  birth  to  a  child,  evidently 
dead  fiir  hoiurs^  and  occasionally  putrid. 
'  ,The:  following  cases  point  out,  in  a  most  striking 
manner,  the  immense  value  of  the  stethoscope  in 
ancertaimng  the  life  or  death  of  the  child ;  as  had 
Us.  application  been  known  at  the  time  of  their 
iieourr^nce,  and  delivery  effected  shortly  after  the 
dnld'a*  death  took  place,  without  waiting  till  the 
Mfcural  efforts  expelled  it  in  a  putrid  state,  I  have 
little  doubt  these  women  would  have  escaped  the 
•tr:iiLy  deplorable  consequences  that  ensued. 
.^  A.  B.  delivered  of  a  boy  dead  and  putrid ;  was 
j^i^  Jiours  in  labour,  although  the  os  uteri  was  not 
fgrtirely  obliterated  more  than  twelve  hours  before 
d^very.  Inability  to  retain  urine  came  on  the 
p^^^pnd  day.  On  introducing  a  catheter  into  the 
)»}f4der  some  days  after,  and  passing  a  finger  under 
tbe  urethra,  an  aperture  was  discovered  about  an 
ija^h  and  a  half  fropi.  its  orifice,  which  also  extended 
taihe  inferior  part  of  the  bladder. 
.;  C.  D.  delivered  of  a  boy  dead  and  putrid;  was 
$ment^wo  hours  in  labour ;  after  some  days 
inability  to  retain  urine  supervened  suddenly,  and 
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on  examining  as  above,  a  large  aperture  was  dis- 
covered in  the  bladder  and  urethra. 

G.  H.  after  twenty-six  hours'  labour,  waa  d^- 
vered  of  a  boy  dead  and  putrid.  Involuntary 
discharge  of  urine  ever  since  delivery.  On  exaim- 
nation,  the  urethra  was  found  lacerated  to  a  great 
extent.  The  head  of  the  fcBtu%  in  this  case,  was 
protruded  at  the  os  externum,  without  any  assistance 
whatever.* 

In  the  6th  vol.  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
Transactions  of  London,  there  is  a  very  interest- 
ing case  by  Mr.  Barnes,  where  the  child  had 
been  deadj  apparently  Jar  two  daysy  previous  to 
delivery  being  effected  by  the  perforatcnr  and 
crotchet.  This  is  one,  amongst  the  very  rcare 
instances  of  recovery,  from  this  lamentable  ac- 
cident. 

Similar  melancholy  cases  might  be  detailed,  at 
great  length,  if  necessary,  I  selected  these,  from 
the  eminence  of  the  physicians  in  whose  practioe 
they  occurred,  as  few  would  venture  to  doubt 
their  judgment  in  the  treatment  of  a  patient  in 
labour. 

Such  must  ever  have  continued,  to  the  incal- 
culable   injury    of  the    patient,    and   disgrace   of 

*  For  these  cawB»  see  Doctor  Joseph  Clarice's  most  TaluaHe 
Abstract  of  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital  ^-Vol.  I.  of  the 
Transactions  of  the  Association  of  CoU^e  of  Physicians 
Ireland. 
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the  medical  attendant,  exhibiting  his  imperfect 
knowledge;  had  not  the  means  of  detecting  the 
death  of  the  fcBtus  with  accuracy  been  found  out. 
. ''  I  cannot,  therefore,  too  strongly  impress  on 
ighe-  mind  of  the  junior  practitioner,  the  absolute 
fieces^ty  of  making  himself  acquainted  with  the 
use  of  tibe .  stethoscope,  considering  it,  as  I  do,  of 
iSHe  Utmost  importance  in  these  cases. 

I  can  safely  say,  J  should  feel  most  unhappy 
wifiiocit  it,  in  ahy  attendance,  where  the  labour 
wad  ptx)ttacted  or  severe;  I  am  satisfied  there  is 
too  mode  of  diagnosis  more  truly  usefiil,  and  feel 
icoitmcedy  that  all  who  accustom  themselves  to 
its  application,  will  eventually  agree  with  me  in 
Ihis  opinion.* 

I  shall  now  give  a  concise  statement  of  the 
duration  of  labour  in  the  16,414  women  delivered, 
and  also  of  the  result  to  the  mother. 
'  Th^  following  table  shews  the  duration  of 
labour ;  thus  161  women  were  ^  of  an  hour,  and 
'80  on.  In  564  cases,  the  duration  cannot  here 
be  stated,  many  having  been  delivered  immediately 


*  I  would  particularly  recommend  the  careful  perusal  of  a 
Treatite  on  the  Stethoscope,  as  applied  to  Midwifery,  by 
Doctor  Evory  Kennedy,  my  late  Assistant,  now  Master  of 
the  HospitaL  It  contains  every  information  necessary  to 
acquire  a  competent  knowledge  of  this  instrument,  and  at  the 
same  time  most  convincing  proofs  of  its  utility. 
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on  admission,   others  on    their  way  to   hospirtai^ 
and  some  were  not  noted : — 


iTius,  of  the  15,850  cases  noted,  15,084  were 
delivered  within  twelve  hours  from  the  commence?* ' 
ment  of  labour ;  15,586  within  fti;e7ii[y^/(mr;  15,67*- 
within  thirty  ;  and  15,720  within  thirty-sis  hours? 
leaving  130  above  that  period. 

Of  the  16,414  women  delivered,  4969  were 
Jirst  pregnancies;  of  which  72  were  twin  births^ 
These  16,414  women  gave  birth  to  16,654 
children,  including  twins. 

In  seventy-nine  of  the  16,654,  delivery  was 
effected  by  lessening  the  head,  (on  account  of 
extreme  difficulty  in  the  labour,  or  where  the 
child  was  dead  and  interference  desirable,  owing 
to  the  state  of  the  mother,)  when,  after  the  most 
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pa^th^  :|Tia^   die    impracticability  of   the    labour 

being  terminated  in   safety  by  any  other  meaim, 

was    clearly  proved    to   us.      In   six  of  the   79^ 

delivery   W^  ^    forceps  was    attempted;    but 

op.jforc0.  oc)n8iBite.nt  w|th  safety  could,  in  this  way, 

accomplish  it     Fifteen  of  the  79  women  delivered 

lqri»felie  .corotohet  in    difficult    labour,   died.      See 

article .  on  stilij-bQm  childreoo,  where  liie  particulars 

of  twelve  are  recorded,  viz.: — Nos.   173=210= 

a57»=303«r504»666«=686=:r745«817»=873:=^ 

10$8t3?:^1095«      Seven  of   the  twelve    died    from 

die   following  causes: — ^No.  173  from  stricture  of 

tjie*  intestine,  with  effusion  into  the  thorax.     No. 

21 Q  from  the  effects  of   abdominal  inflammation 

previous  to  labour.     Nos.   257=303=504,   from 

tl^e,  eSksis  of  labour  previous  to  admission.     No. 

665:  from  puerperal  fever,  which  at  the  time  was 

ppr^valent  in  the  hospital.     No.  745  was  admitted 

l^bojortfig  under  typhus  fever.     The  five  remainh^ 

cases  died  from  the   effects  of  inflammation  and 

hmnorrhage,    or    injury    produced    by    pressure. 

Two  of  the  five  suffered  from  hsemorrhage :  one 

previous  to  the  delivery  of  the  plaoenta,  and  the 

other   subsequent  to   its   expulsion.      In   both,   it 

was  i^ecessary  to  pctss  the  hand  into  tlie  uterus. 

One   of  the   two  had  been  force-delivered  with  a 

former  child,  and  all  her  children  were  still-born. 

These   circumstances    added    considerably   to   the 

bad  .eQects.  arming  from  the  difficulty  experienced 
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m  the  present  labour,  and  must  have  contributed 
much  to  the  fatal  terminatiori. 

Of  the  three  women  who  died  of  tibe  effects 
of  labour,  previous  to  admission,  one  was  tbne 
days  in  labour ;  the  secorid^  four ;  and  the  thirdy 
Jive  days.  Of  the  nine  remaining  oases  ime  was 
26  hours  in  labour,  viz.  the  woman  admitted  in 
4yphus  fever ;  ane^  36  ;  one^  40  ;  ane^  48 ;  one,  56  ; 
oney  59  ;  one^  64  ;  and  iwo^  72  hours. 

•  The  following  is  a  short  outline  of*  the  three 
cases  not  recorded  in  the  article  on  still-bom 
diildren  r^ — 

A.  B.  was  admitted  in  a  state  of  great  exhaustion, 
apparently  from  disease  and  poverty*  On  exami- 
nation, jier  vaginam,  the  head  was  found  low 
in.  the  pelvis,  with  a  portion  of  the  vagina  next 
the  pubes,  in  a  very  diseased  state,  protruded 
before  it.  It  was  much  thickened,  and  presented 
to  view  several  large  cicatrices  with  hardened 
edges,  similar  to  those  observed  after  old  ulcers. 
As  the  child  was  evidently  dead,  the  head  was 
lessened  and  brought  cautiously  away ;  it  was  in  a 
very  putrid  state.     She  died  shortly  after  delivery. 

On  examining  the  body,  there  was  found 
extensive  disease  of  the  cervix  uteri  and  vagina. 
There  was  no  disease  of  any  other  part. 

B.  A. — This  woman  was  idiotic ;  poor  and 
starved  in  appearance.  She  was  very  feeble,  and 
the  uterine  action  was  trifling.     The  head  had  re- 
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maioedi&^d'in  tbe  pelvis  for  18  hours.  The 
catheter  could  with  difficulty  be  passed^  and  the 
ovine  was  thick,  &Btid^.  and  bloody.  .  The  child 
beia|^  dnd,  the  head  was  lessened,  and  delivery 
.fimdied:  with  the  crotchet.  The  child  was  found 
iD«  be.>putrid.r    She.  died  on  the  fourth  day  after 

^Qa  disMctioDy  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and 
vagina,  were  oteerved  completely  eroded,  and  in  a 
state  ofigaiigreaet)  the  former,  at  its  upper  part, 
was  adhering  to  the  uterus. 

B.  S.  was  admitted,  having  been  three  dajfM  in 
labour;  she  was  much  exhausted,  her  pulse  140 ; 
the-  08  mteri  not  more  dilated  than  the  size  of  a  half* 
crown,  and  the  uterine  action  trifling.  One  grain 
of.  opium  was  given,  and  repeated  in  some  time 
after^  followed  by  refreshing  sleep ;  after  this,  the 
Oft  tttevi  became  tolerably  well  dilated,  but  the  head 
nuBiined  high  in  the  pelvis.  As  the  woman's 
strragth  waa  failing,  and  the  child  dead,  delivery 
was  accomplished  by  the  crotchet.  The  child 
was  quite  putrid.     She  died  on  the  second  day. 

Fourteen'  of  the  16  women  were  delivered  oi  first 
children ;  all  mcdes  ;  the  other  was  a  fourth  child 
and  a  female  ;  tiiis  was  one  of  the  two  haemorrhage 
cases.  Seven  of  the  15  children  were  born  putrid ; 
three  of  the  seven  were  the  children  of  the  women 
who  had  been  a  length  of  time   in  labour   before 
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adniission.  •  In  none  of  the  fifteen  was  death  causcjd 
by  any  injury  sustained  in  the  actual  deHvery. 

I  shall  now  give  a  «hort  statement  of  the  oause  of  > 
d^ath^  in  all  cd^es  where  the  patient  was  more  than 
twenty  hours  in  labour.     These  were  42.  in  number^' 
or  in  die  proportion  of  one  in  nearly  391.     Of  the 
42,  three  died  of  typhus  fever ;  nine^  of  puerperal 
fever ;  oney  of  stricture  of  the  intestine  with  effusion 
into  the  thorax ;  three^  where  the  placenta  was  re- 
tained;  two  J   of  convulsions;  <mej  of  abdominal 
inflammation  previous  to  labour ;  niney  of  rupture 
of  the  uterus  ;  one^  of  inflammation  of  the  intestines 
with  pas.  in/  the  uterine  sinuses ;  twOy  of  anqmidiQua . 
disease ';97Z€v  where  labour  was  not  severei  see.l71i 
on  diildaren  dying ;  ^nsj  of  diffuse  cellular  inflammarr, 
tion ;  ^yoS  inflammation,  &c.,  subsequent  to  diffi«-i 
cult  labour,   see  above ;   one^  of  ulceraiion  andr 
slougUng  of  the  vagina;  one,  of  disease  of  tbe^ 
lungs  and  hemorrhage;    and  oney   of  abdominal) 
abscess.     In  addition  to  the  42  deaths  here  noticed^ . 
sia: .  women  died,   who  had  been  reported  several 
days  in  labour  previous  to  admission  ;  of  course  the . 
duration  of  their  labour  could  not  be  stated  in  the 
general  table  on  women  dying. 

The  following  table  shews  the  age  of  each  of  the 
16,414  women  delivered;  thus  3  were  15  years  of 
age,  and  so  on.     In  29  instances  the  age  was  not( 
ascertained : — 
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i  I  hsre  endeavonred,  in  this  article,  to  state  as 
clearly  and  concisely  as  possible,  die  result  of  all 
die  tedious  and  difflcolt  labours  met  with  in  the 
faospitali  during  my  seven  years'  residence  ;  ai^d  at 
.the  same  time  pointed  out  the  treatment  which,  the 
mo6t  mature  and  anxious  consideration  has  satisfied 
m^  Waa  most  desirable.  Of  the  seventy-nine  cases, 
IB  which  delivery  was  effected  with  the  crotchet,  I 
faarre  recorded /ortt/'nine  in  the  section  oa  still-born 
diildren.  It  was  my  intention  to  have  given  the 
entire  number  in  detail;  however,  I  found  their 
similarity  so  great,  that  to  avoid  being  tedious,  I 
thought  it  better  to  omit  some.  To  these  cases,  in 
connection  with  what  has  been  here  stated,  I  request 
particular  attention ;  as  from  a  carefiil  perusal,  the 
reader  will  be  enabled  to  draw  conclusions,  far  more 
^satisfactory  to  himself,  than  any  I  could  place  before 
him.  It  has  cost  me  much  consideration,  in  each 
division  in  the  present  volume,  how  to  communicate 
the  different  facts  so  as  to  insure  this  important  ob- 
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ject ;  I  triiBt,  Ifherefore,  that  die  minute  details  given, 
together  with  the  full  record  of  caseif  on  the  differ- 
ent subjects,  will  prove  as  satisfSsu^ry  as  it  is  my 
wlshi  th^y  should.  Conclusions  thus  arrived  at,  by 
tbe:  individual  himself,  either  of  the  utility  or  other- 
wise of  the  practice  adopted,  must  prove  beneficial^ 

The  frequency  with  which  instruments  are  used, 
varies  much  in  the  practice  of  different  individuaki 
By  continental  physicians,  and  also  by  dome  iii 
Britain,  artificial  delivery  is  often  resorted  ta  The 
qrotchet  is  used  by  many,  as  frequently  as  in  our 
b^pitali  and  by  others,  much  ofiener^  notwithstand- 
ing the  forceps  being  in  constant  requisition.* 
I  iTbiis  in,I>readen  LyingHn  Hospital,  Dr.  Carus, 
m  2549  "Cases^iused  the  crotchet  9  times,  or  1  in 
393^  and  thef  forceps  .184  times,  total  193 ;  so  that 
every  thirteenth  patient  was  delivered  artificially. 
1 .  {n  GeisSen  Lyingnin  Hospital,  Dr.  Ritgen  in  103 
cases,  used  die  crotchet  1,  and  the  forceps  10 
times ;  tolial  11,  or  every  ninth  patient. 
:  In'  Berlin,-  La  Qucrite,  Dr.  IQuge  in  1111  cases, 
used  the  crotchet  6  times,  or  1  in  185,  and  the 
forceps  68  times ;  total  74,  or  every  fifteenth 
]patient. 

In  Cologne  Lying-in  Hospital,  Drs.  Minden  and 
Merrem  in  295  cases,  used  the  crotchet  4  times,  or 


*  See  Dr.  Churchill's  Table  in  the  Dublin  Medical  Journal, 
Vol.  7,  No.  19. 
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1  in  73y  and  the  forceps  19  times;  total  23,  or 
ef?tey  turelfth  patient. 

In  Breslan  Midwifery  Institution,  Professor 
A&idree»  in  356  casesi  used  die  crotchet  3  times,  or 
I  in  118,  and  the  forceps  7  times;  total  10,  or  1  in 
e¥^py  35. 

V  In  Heidelberg,  Negieldi,  in  1711  causes,  used  the 
fcrotiihet  5  times,  or  I  in  342,  and  the  forceps  55 
times ;  total  60,  or!  every  twenty-eighth  patient.     ' 

In  Magdeburg  Midwifery  Institution,  Dbctot* 
Voigtel,  in  29  cases,  used  the  crotchet  2,  or  1  in 
14^  and  the  forceps  3  times;  total  5,  or  every 
fifth  patient. 

In  Breslau  Royal  Lying-in  Hospital,  Doctor 
Kiistner,  in  368  cases,  used  the  crotchet  2,  or  I  in 
184,  and  tiie  forceps  8  times;  total  10,  or  every 
thirty^sixtii  patient. 

In  Marburg  Lying-in  Hospital,  Doctor  Caspar 
Siebold,  in  340  cases,  used  the  crotchet  1,  and  the 
forceps  35  times ;  total  36,  or  every  ninth  patient.* 

In  Vienna  Lyiiig-in  Hospital,  Doctor  Boer,  in 
9589  cases,  used  the  crotchet  13  times,  or  1  in 
737^  and  the  forceps  35  times ;  total  48,  or  1  in 
199,  and  turned  the  child  in  ffty-one  cases ;  total 
99,  or  1  in  96  delivered  artificially.! 

The  practitioners  in  the  Paris  Lying-in 
Hospitals,  as  also  in  Vienna,  difler  widely  from  us 

*  Dr.  Churchill's  Table  as  before.  f  Merriman's  Synopsis. 
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in  the  use  of  the  crotchety  in  instnimetital 
deliveries.  They  ahnest  in  every  instanpe  use '  the 
forceps, 

.  ,Mad.  Boivin,  in  20,517  cased,  used  the  crotchet 
}6  times,  or  1  in  1282,  and  the  forceps:  96.  ti&ies  ) 
total  112,  or  1  in  183. 

The  mortality  in  the  maternity  however,  is  90 
vastly  beyond  what  we  are  acquainted  with  else- 
where, as  completely  to  discourage  a ,  ^ilar 
practioe. 

,  See  Observations  in  Section  on  Prolapsed  Fun]d« 
Dn  Merriman,  London,  in  private  practice^  in 
2947  cases,   used  the  crotchet  9  times,   and  the 
forceps  or  vectis  21  times;  total  30,  or  1  in  98. 

.Dr.,  Bland,  Westminster  General  Dispensary,  in 
1897*  cases,  used  the  crotchet  8  times,  or  1  in  237i 
and  a  blade  of  the  forceps  4  times ;  total  12,  or  1 
in  158.* 

Dr.  A.  B.  Granville,  in  same  institution,  in  640 
eases,  used  the  crotchet  3  times,  or  1  in  213,  and 
^e  forceps  5  times ;  total  8,  or  1  in  80.t 

>  Drs.  Cusack  and  Maunsell,  Wellesley  Dispeu* 
s^y,  Dublin^  in  1268  cases,  used  the  crotchet  61 
times,  or  1  in  211,  and  the  forceps  31  times ;  total 
37,  or  1  in  34.t 


*  Merriman's  Synopsis. 

f  Dr.   A.    B.  Granville's   Report  of   Westminster  General 
Dispensary,  1818. 
X  Dr.  Churchiirs  Table  as  before. 
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'^Drj  Beatty,  New  Lying-in  Hospital,  Dublin,  in 
399  ea^es,  used  the  crotchet  2,  or  1  in  199>  and 
the  forceps  2 ;  total  4,  or  1  in  99-* 
■  Hii  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital,  Dr.  Joseph 
Clarke,  in  10,199  cases,  used  the  crotchet  49 
times,  or  1  in  208,  and  the  ftMrceps  14  times ;  total 
68  tim^s,  or  I  in  162  nearly. 

In  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital,  during  my 
residence,  in  tedious  and  difficult  labours,  the 
crotchet  was  used  79  times,  in  16,654  birAs,  or  1 
in  211,  besides  39  times,  in  cases  where  the 
uterus  was  ruptured,  or  the  umbilical  cord  pro- 
lapsed and  pulseless,  or  where  the  patient  was 
labouring  under  conyulsiotis;  total  118,  or  1  ill 
i41>  also  the  forceps  and  lever  27  times;  total 
149,  or  1  in  114. 

These  cases  will  be  found  particularly  noticed 
under  the  different  heads  specified. 
*  -The  general  table  of  all  the  women  who  died 
fai  the  hospital,  to  which  is  affixed  a  particular 
table  shewing  the  catise  of  death  in  each,  may 
bl^  consulted  with  advantage,  in  the  investigation 
of  this  subject.  It  will  there  be  seen  that  the 
inimber  of  women  who  died  from  the  effects  of 
tedious  and  difficult  labours,  is  comparatively  in- 
considerable. 

♦  Dublin  Medical  Journal,  Vol.  VIII.  No.  XXII. 
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The  following  is  a  resume  of  the  average  pro- 
portion of  instrumental  deliveries  above  stated : 


Dreflden— Dr.  Canis,  delivered  with  inrtranenU, 

Greissen — Dr.  Ritgen, 

Berlin— Dr.  Klug^,  

Oolegne — Dn,  Mindeii  ind  Mcrrenb '  ... 

Breslau— Professor  Andr^  .        . 

Heidlebeif^ — Noegeld, 

Magdebwrgfa — Dr.  Voigtel, 

BreaUu — Dr.  Kiistner, 

Maxbuig — Dr.  Caspar  Siebold» 

Viexin»-^Dr.  Boer, 

Paris — Mad.  Boivin, 

LoBdoD— Dr.  Merriman,  in  private  practioev 

London — Dr.  Bland,  Westminster  General  Dispensaiy, 

London — Dr.  A.  B.  Grranville,  (same  institution), 

Dublin — Drs.  Cusack  &  Maiiniwil,  Wellesley  Dispensary, 

Dublin— Dr.  Beatty,  New  Lying-in  Hospital, 

Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital — Dr.  Joseph  Clarke, 

Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital^-Dr.  GoUina, 
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ON  PRESENTATIONS  OF  THE  FACE,  AND  WITH 

FACE  TO  PUBES. 


Is  thirty-three  cases  the  face  of  the  child  pre* 
seated ;  four  of  the  33  were  still-born ;  with  the 
first,  the  labonr  lasted  thirty-six  honrs  ;  the  second 
was  an  acephalous  foetas ;  with  the  third  the  labour 
lasted  eight  hours,  and  with  the  fourth,  seven 
honrs ;  all  were  delivered  without  assistance.  In 
twelve  cases  the  head  presented  with  the  face  to 
the  pubes ;  six  of  the  twelve  children  were  still- 
born ;  with  the  first,  the  mother  had  been  a 
considerable  time  in  labour  before  admission ; 
with  the  second,  there  were  three  convolutions 
of  the  funis  on  the  neck;  the  labour  lasted 
sixteen  hours,  and  the  forehead  sufiered  much 
from  compression ;  with  the  third,  the  mother 
was  deformed,  and  the  pelvis  very  defective ; 
with  the  fourth,  the  mother  had  been  in  labour 
before  admission,  this  was  her  second  pregnancy, 
and  both  deliveries  were  effected  with  the  crotchet ; 
the  5th  was  the  above-mentioned  woman.  No.  3, 
with  the  defective  pelvis,  who  returned  with  a 
similar  presentation;  with  the  Gth^  the  fiinis  and 

D 
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hand  descended  with  the  head.  The  Sd,  4th, 
$th,  and  6th,  were  delivered  with  the  crotchet, 
see  cases  No.  20=23==28=37-  By  reference 
to  these,  it  will  be  clearly  seen  that  the  position 
of  the  child  did  not  in  any  instance,  render 
Artificial  delivery  necessary.  With  three  of  &e 
four  children  thus  delivered,  the  pelvis  was  greatly 
defective,  all  their  previous  children  had  been 
^till-born^  and  with  the  4th,  the  funis  and  hand 
descaided  with  the  head,  and  pjUsation  ceased. 
Of  the  45  children  presenting  as  described, 
36  lyere  bprn  alive ;  twenJ^-^  of  the  ,45  were 
males;  of  the  ten  still-born^  six  were  moles. 
One  of  the  45  women  died,  viz.  the  deformed 
patient-r-See  article  on  haamorrhages,  Na  79* 
In  35.  of  the  45,  the  labour  was  terminated 
within  eight  hours. 

.  Some  cases  of  face  presentation^  I  am  disposed 
to  think,  were  not  noted,  delivery  having  taken 
place  so  very  speedily,  as  to  excite  little  attention, 
^nd  caused  it  to  be  overlooked.  Much  caution 
should  be  observed  in  making  a  vaginal  examiner 
tion  where  the  face  presents,  lest,  should  we 
perform  it  rudely,  injury  to  tiie  eyes  oj:  mouth 
be  the  consequence.  The  face  often  sufiers  firom 
ignorant  persons  probing  it  with  the  finger,-  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  presentatioit. 
In  other  cases  where  the  labour  is  tedious^  presr 
sure  produces  much  swelling  and  inflammatiaBu 
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Where  the  face  icr  turned  to  the  pubes,  the 
perinsoin  is  grtetiy  didtended  during  the  passage 
<^  the '  head,  in  some  instances,  so  as  "to  endanger 
its'  safetjr ;  in  such,  the  distension  may  be  much 
r^iered  by  passing  up  4^e  finger  and  freeing 
die  chin,  so  bis 'to  cause  it  to  escape  the  arch 
c^  the  "pubes.  All  attempts  to  alter  tibe  position 
of  the  head  in  the  early  period  of  labour^  when 
ftmiid  presenting  in  either  of  the  aboye-mentioned 
#ay8,  are,  in  my  opinion,  injudicious.  The  labour 
ahould  be  treated  as  one  perfectly  natural. 

Tim  fo&owitig  cases  are  refenred  to  from  the 
general  *  table,  see  letter  v  in  the  column  headed 
observations. 

No.  5  wa^  delivered  without  assistance  four  hours 
after  admission ;  she  had  been  in  labour  a  consider- 
able time  previous  to  coming  into  hospital* 
'  No.'  7.-^-T^erfe  were  three  convolutions  of  the 
fimis  on  the  neck  of  the  child  ;  in  the  centre  of  its 
ferehead  there  was  a  transverse  mark,,  of  one  inch 
tod  a  half  in  length  and  a  quarter  of  an  inch  broad, 
deeply  imjnressed  and  black,  the  effect  of  pressure. 

No.  14  was  an  acephalous  fo&tus. 

No.  20. — See  observations  on  still-bom  children, 
No.  441 ;  mother  deft>rmed. 
•'•   No.  23. — See  bbservations  on  still-born  children. 
No.'  526.     This  was  her  second  pregnancy ;  both 
deliveries  were  effected  with  the  crotchet. 

No.  28. — See  observations  on  hsemorrhages,  No. 
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79-     This  is  the  same  patient  as  No.  2Q,  with  a 
similar  presentation  in  a  subsequent  pregnancy.  * 

No.  37. — The  funis  and  hand  descended  tnth 
ihe  head.  After  pulsation  had  ceased  for  some 
hours,  delivery  was  accomplished  with  the  crotchet; 
.  The  following  tables  shew  the  length  of  time 
each  woman  was  in  labour ,;  her  age,  and  .  the 
number  of  diildren  she  had  given  biriii  to. 


Duration  of  labour  :  thus  :  6  women  were 
and  so  on.     See  cases  for  2. 


1  hour, 


No.  of  HoofB, 

1 
6 

2 

8 

3 
4 

4  5 
b  4 

6 
T 

7 
8 

8 

4 

12 
8 

16 
1 

21 
T 

24 
1 

86 
T 

1 

No.  df  Women, 

Age  of  patients  ;  thus  :  1  was  19  years,  and  so  on. 


Age. 


"•i*i 


No.  of  Womeoi 


19 
I 


20 
2 


.L 


21 
2 


22 
2 


28 

r 


24 


25 


26 
2 


27 
4 


28 
4 


8031 
10  8 


1^ 


83 


2 


35 
1 


86 


2 


38 
2 


40 
1 


451 
1 


First  or  subsequent  pregnancy;  thus:  11  were 
1st,  and  so  on. 


No.  of  Pregnancy^ 

1 

2 
9 

8 
6 

4 
6 

5 
4 

6 
4 

7 

7 

10 
2 

No.  of  Women, 

U 

In  the  following  general  table  in  the  columns 
marking  the  presentation,  the  .figure  1  is  placed 
according  to  the  position  of  the  face. 
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PRETERNATURAL   LABOURS. 


PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  BREECU 

PRESENTATIONS. 


Ths  frequent  occurrence  of  the  breech  present 
tation,  makes  the  *  proper  management  of  sudi,  an 
object  of  much  mterest  to  the  junior  practitioner^ 
inyolving,  as .  it  does,  the  welfare  of  both  modmr 
and  infant,  but  especially  tiie  latter.  Tlie  moat 
common  and  dangerous  error,  committed  bjr  thie 
medical  attendant,  arises  from  officious  and  Injti- 
dicious  efforts,  to  hasten,  or  assist,  during  the  early 
stages  of  labour ;  than  which,  he  could  not  well 
adopt  .a  more  hazardous  course.  No  interference 
whatever,  is  required,  until  the  breech  shall  have ; 
been  expelled  through  the  external  parts,  nnlesi^ 
the  uterine  action  be  inadequate  to  effect  this; 
otherwise,  the  child  'must  often  be  forfeited,  owing 
to  difliculty  experienced  in  consequence  of  the  soft 
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parts  being  badly  prepared  to  admit  the  passage  of 
the  head.  This  being  ihe  most  critieal  part  (ji  the 
delivery^  should  much  delay  take  place,  the  con-> 
tinned  pressure  on  the  funis,  speedily  deprives  the 
child  of.  Ufe« ,  .To  guard  against  this,  therefore,  the 
breedi  should  be  permitted  to  pass,  slowly  and 
unassisted,  so  as  gradually  and  perfectly  to  dilate 
the  soft  parts,  thereby  greatly  facilitating  the  com* 
pletion  of  the  labour. 

Symptoms  have  been  enumerated,  by  different 
au&ors,  to  enable  us  to  detect  preternatural  pre- 
sentations, even  previous  to  the  commencement  of 
labour;  these  are,  for  the  most  part,  doubtful;  we 
have,  however,  not  unfrequently  diagnosed  the 
present!]:^  of  \  the  breech  or  inferior  extremity, 
befine  there  was  any  appearance  of  labour,  from 
the^  Situation  in  whidi  the  festal  heart's  action  was 
Widib)e;»  in  such  cases,  itrwill  be  most  4i*tincily 
heasd,  ntar  the  umbilicus  of  the  mother. .  A  knowr 
ledger  of,  tibiik  &at  may  assist,  ns,  where  we  are 
donbtfolas  to. the  presenting  part ;  but  until  the  os 
uteri  is  consideraUy  dilated,  little  practical  benefit^ 
ftuBther.  than  putting  us  on  our  guards  can  be  de- 
rive .from.  it^.  'In  all.  cases  where  we  suspect  the 
preaentaticm  to  be  preternatural,  we  should  be 
<sac9&I  not  to  rupture  the  membranes,  as  the  mor.^ 
reUxed  and  dilated  the  parts  shall  be,  before  thi^ 
tidies  place,  m  much  ihe  more  fetvourable  will  be 
the  r/esult. 
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When  the  labour  has  advanced  aot  fiur,  n^e  ace  to 
draw  down,  gently,  a  portion  ofi  the  uiaJbiibalMOord^ 
both  in  order  to  ascertain  the  state. of. its  pulaation, 
as  also  to  prevent  its  being  severely. stretchecL  -If 
wo  find  it  pulsate  strongly,  we  need  not  hiinr}ir*t!he 
ramainder  of  the  ddivery,  bujt  /^s-utiously  assisik^e 
ularino  effort,  so  as  to  allow- tliie  womb .  gBadoaUir 
ta  ompty  itaelf :  should  its  pulsation  be  feebly  4iie 
ohild  must  be  brought  away  as  expeditiously  as  ia 
coii«isb>nt  with  the  modm^^s  ssfety,  lest  the  curcut 
latiou  iu  tln^  cord  should  subside  altngetiber. 

In  brinjpimt  ^^>^  ^^  ann%  eare  should  be  taken* 
M  w^n  to  avwl  mjury  to  die  catraaifey  itae^  ja 
aim  to  tK^  9dll  parte  of  ^  ssoAsn  it  is  of  no 
MMiN|wmir^  with  whkh  w^  oossMeooev  atnyoB  esi- 
ilNKfo^ini^  to  tlW»  tiMift  «ie  fa^  where  w»  find  tbq 
WoMI  dittMllY  w  wssrtaaw;  iHnfifthig  iiov».liiB 

fH  ih^  Kc'iM  at  ih^  ^pwww^    Isi  p(CliB(|r  •bpb^  the  ana 

w»^f  lh»K^A>whfailfe  j^fswJw%A^tl^^ 

>iMI  <^^tMto  A(^  <lsiHr^  WnK;.  ^hw  aCHdfaip  ov* 

♦MW'^  aww<h  wwsf^  w^tuSfc    stti^ijt  |fliMMHStt  as  hsv 

Wn  v^wwiwwi|pr  ¥wrnr  ^i^iiw^^cv  ^^  ^^  ^^ 
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be  appfied,  hy  tiim  i^t  hand^  to  the  badt  part  of 
die  ^e^  aaiMl  flhoiilders,  at  tlie  same  time  indinii^ 
&e  'iMidy  towards  the  pobes^  In  some  diffieuH 
cases}'  'advantage  is  derived  from  pusfaing  up  die 
h^ad  It  liltl^  Bo  as  to  alter  its  peeitioo. 

'  SliOidd  dmre  be  an^f^eonsiderable  obstructioii  to 
the  giettiBg'«iray  ef  die  bead,  we  are  by  no  means 
justified  in  using  violence:  the  soft  parts  at  the 
modie^  liriil  be^sure  to  suffer  from  such  a  mode 
of '  pr oeeecfing,  and,  on  the  child's  part,  nothing 
is  to  be  gained ;  as  it  is  destroyed  by  {nressure 
csi'^l&e  frims,  ocmtiiiued  during  the  time  the 
ordinary  efforts  have  been  diligendyi  -but  unsuo* 
eessfulfyv  employed  for  its  delrtery.  The  only 
sale  jdan^  under  diese  circumstances,  will  be  to 
lessen  the  head  by  means  of  an  opening  made 
behind  one  or  both  ears.  This  expedient,  how-» 
et^, .  is  t^ef^  seldom  necessary,  provided  the 
fearly  |Nfft  of  tthe  labour  be  not  hurried,  or  the 
pehris  not  much  under  size.  We  only  met  with 
one  case  requiring^  this  method  of  delivery.  ' 

Where  the  uterine  efforts  are,  from  any  cause, 
itiadck|uate  to  the  expulsion  of  the  breech ;  or 
some  occurrence  takes  place  rendering  speedy 
delivery  nteessary ;  the  attendant,  by  passing  one 
or  tw6  fingers  into  Ihe  groin,  and  assisting  during 
each  pain,  will  almost  invariably  be  able  to  get 
it  down,  if  great  deformity  do  not  exist.  We 
i^tmld  strongly  deprecate  the   use  of   the   blunt 
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hook,  or  forcepsy  s^  advised  by  some  authors ; 
as  such  practice,  is  very  likely  to  be  fisllowed  by 
fracture  of  the  thigh  bone,  or  at  least  considerabfe 
injury,  of  the  soft  parts.  The  force  we  employ^ 
even  with  the  finger,  must  be  exerted  with 
caution.  In  cases  of  extreme  deformity,  desperate 
Measures  are  necessary,  and  instrumental  delivery 
unavoidable;  yet  we  never  met  inore  than  one 
instance,  out  of  between  24,000  and  25,000 
deliveries,  where  any  instrument  was  required 
under  such  circumstances. 

In  all  preternatural  presentations,  it  is  prudeat 
after  the  birth  of  Ihe  child,  before  leaving  the 
house,  carefiilly  to  examine  its  limbs,  joints,  &c* ; 
and  should  we  discover  any  injury  inflicted,  on 
no  account  to  attempt  to  conceal  it,  as,  by  early 
neglect,  we  might  .  entail  on  the  child  mos^ 
unpleasant  consequences ;  whereas,  by  *  proper 
attention,  little  bad  permanent  effects  need '  be 
apprehended. 

Of  the  409  preternatural  presentations  met 
with  in  the  hospital,  242  were  breech.  Of  these 
242  children,  73  were  still-born,  of  which  42 
were  putrid.  Forty  of  the  242  were  premature 
births,  28  of  which  were  still-born.  Fourteen  of 
the  28  were  born  at  the  eighth  month;  twelve 
at  the  seventh ;  one  at  the  sixth ;  and  one  at 
the  fifth.  Twenty-SUV  of  the  28  were  putrid. 
Twelve  of  the  40  premature  children  were  boriji 
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alrve^  viz.  #tt^  at  thesix^  month;  seven  at  the 
deVetoth ;  'and  three  at  tibe  dghth  montiL  Seven 
of'  tiie'  12  were  males.  Of  the  26  stiU-born 
p^emaiiire  children,  13  were  males.  Of  the  total 
tfiliflber  of  still-bom  children,  38  were  males. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-nine  of  the  242  children, 
wew  born  alive,  "96  of  which  werie  malies.  Of 
the  total  number  bf  breech  presentations,  134 
were  inales. 

I  shall  now  give  a  brief  statement  of  each  case, 
where  the  least  peculiarity  occurred,  to  whic% 
&ie^e  h:  rfefefence  from  the  general  table.  ' 

No.  li— W^  48  hours  in  labour,  the  hip  pre* 
senting  when  the  membranes  gave  way ;  there 
was  Very  little  uterine  actiotl, ' '  and  the  kbour 
made  no  progress.  At  length  the  finger  was  intro- 
duced into  the  groin,  and  the  breech  broij^ht  down. 

No  17. — The  ftinis  prolapsed ;  all  pulsation 
ceased  in  a  few  minutes.  ; 

No.  20. — All  this  woman's  children  were  grtill- 
bom. 

No.  25.— This  was  her  second  child;  she  had 
b^en  force-delivered  of  her  first. 

'  No.  26.— This  was  a  premature  bit th,  at  the 
i^verilh  month,  putrid.  It  was  her  second  prej^- 
nancy;  her  first  child  was  expelled  at  the  fourth 
month,  al^b  putrid. 

•  No:  27. — ^The  he^  was  retoirkably  large,  and 
delivered  with  difficulty. 
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No.  32.— -Thds  womib  was  delivered  of  a  putrid 
ehild  at  the  serentib  month;  sUe?  had  been  a 
length  of  time  in  labour  previous  to  admission.  * 

No.  40.-i-This  child  weighed  above  la  lbs. 
There  was  considerable  difficulty  in  Ae'  delivery 
of  the  head.  J    .    - 

No.  54. — The  pupil  on  duty  did  not  give  notice 
bf  the  nature  of  the  {Mresehtationl  till  tie  head 
became  locked;  when  it  was  with  difficulty  g6t 
away.  The  child  was  very  large,  and  q^ite 
liMess. 

No.  56.— This  child  was  putrid,  yet  there  was 
consider abto  diffic^ilty  in  getting  awtty  the  h^ad, 
owing  to-  its  being  much  oissified. 

No.  64. — See  ruptdre  of  the  uterusi  No.  11. 

No.  75.-~This  patient  was  only  ten  hours  in 
labour.     Child  putrid. 

No.  87. — This  woman  was  delivered  in  the 
porter's  lodge. 

No.  100.— This  child  only  respired  for  a  short 
time  ;  the  labour  lasted  but  five  hours. 
'    No.   103.— It  was  this  woman*s    ninth  dnld ; 
all  preternatural  pre8entati6ns. 

No.  113. — It  was  this  woman^s  second  child. 
Eleven  years  had  elapsed  since  the  birth  of  die 
first. 

No.  121. — The  right  foot  caxfte  down  with  the 
breech.  The  child  was  premature^  eighth  months 
and  putrid. 
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•■,  K<k  127.--rThe  pehis  was  under  size^  and  no 
{onoe  ^OQfflstent  with  tiie  mother's  safety,   could 
effect  th9  delivery  of  the  head»  till  it  was  lessened* 
. .  Na  il37tf--^The  hand  came  down  with  the  breedi. 
^ .  ^Q.  142iH-The  feefe  came  down  with  the  breech. 

No.  146. — There  was  much  difficulty  in  the 
delivery  of  the  head. 

\..  No«  154.-^ThiB  child  was  putrid^  and  bora  at 
the  ei^th  month ;  both  her  former  dnldren  were 
patrid. 

No.  162. — The  labour  lasted  31  hours;  tiie 
p»ins^  although  strong,  producing  but  little  effect, 
i^.  ^became  necessary  to  hook  the  finger  on  the 
grmn,  and  assist  in  the  delivery.  The  breech 
was  thus,  with  a  good  deal  of  exertion^  got  down. 
The  cluld  was  small ;  <yet  there  was  some  difficulty 
in  extraetLug  the  .  head,  owing  to  the  small  size 
c^  itfae  pelvis. 

No.  168. — See  observations  on  haemorrhages, 
No-  83w 

No.  179- — ^This  woman  had  bean  42  hours  in 
labour  before  admission ;  the  child  was  dead.  As 
the  fareedi  was  nearly  pressing  on  the  perinsBum, 
t^,.|mgers  were  passed  into  the  groins,  to  assist 
dniriog  liu^ ,  pains.  All  aid,  thus  afforded,  was 
found  fruitless.  The  blunt  hook  was  then  passed 
over  th^  ,thi^  and.  by  great  exertioi^  the  breech 
got  dowxu.  :  The  child  was  very  large,  and  putrid ; 
the  body  distended  with  air.     This  was  the  only 
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breech  presentation  we  ever  met  with,  requiring 
the  aid  of  instruments  for  its  delivery.  The  large 
si2e  of  the  child,  but  chiefly  its  great  distension, 
sufficiently  explain  the  difficulty.  Some  of  the 
most  tedious  labours  arise  from  the  latter  cause. 
The  use  of  the  stethoscope^*  under  these  circum- 
stances, is  invaluable. ' 

No.  205. — This  was  a  first  child:  the  labour 
lasted  24  hours. 

No.  211. — This  child  had  spina  bifida,  witih 
distortion  of  both  feet. 

No.  214. — When  the  waters  were  discharged, 
the  breech  was  found  presenting,  with  one  hand 
between  the  legs.  It  was  a  premature  labour  at 
the  seventh  month. 

No.  215, — The  labour  lasted  50  hours  ;  the 
heart  acted  about  two  minutes,  and  there  were 
a  few  laboured  respirations,  before  the  child 
died. 

No.  225. — The  funis  prolapsed  in  this  case. 

No.  235. — ^This  child  weighed  ten  and  a  half 
pounds. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  of  the  cases, 
where  the  children  were  prematurely  expelled, 
still-born.  The  first  fourteen  were  bom  at  the 
eighth  month,  and  so  on — ^Nos.  34,  83,  108,  121, 
123,  133,  152,  154,  185,  194,  198,  202,  218, 
236;  twelve  at  the  seventh  month,  viz.-^Nos.  16, 
26,    32,    57,    62,    89,    110,    124,   181,    196,  212, 
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216  ;  one  at  the  sixth  month,  viz. — No.  114  ;  and 
ope  at  the  fifth  month,  viz.— No.  208. 

Xb&  following  are  the  numhers  of  the  cases, 
where,  the  Aildren  were  expelled  prematurely, 
alive.  The  first  three  at  the  eighth  month,  viz. — 
Nos.  37,  39,  197  ;  seven  at  the  seventh  month, 
viz.— Nos.  22,  51,  70,  77,  98,  177,  214;  two  at 
the  sixth  month,  xiz. — Nos.  61,  140. 

The  three  succeeding  tables  show  the  age  of  the 
patients,  the  length  of  time  in  labour,  and  the 
number  of  children  each  had  given  birth  to. 

Age  of  patients — thus,  1  woman  was  16  years 
of  age,  and  so  on. 


Age, 

16 

1 

18 

7 

19 
6 

20 
24 

21 
11 

22 
17 

23 
15 

•24 

25 

26 
15 

27 
17 

22 

No.  of  Women, 

12|11 

1 

Age, 

29 
10 

30 
30 

31 
5 

32 
9 

3d 

6 

34 
4 

36 
2 

36 
5 

38 
3 

39 
2 

40 

7 

No.  of  Women, 

Length  of  time  in  labour — ^thus,  4  were  i  of 
an  hour,  and  so  on.  See  Observations  on  Cases 
for  Length  of  Labour  in  Four  Instances. 
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Heilrs  in  hboiu-y 

i 
4 

8 

1 
34 

2 
43 

3 
39 

4 

5 

6 
13 

7 

8 

9 

1 

10 
6 

11 
2 

12 

4 

No.  of  Women, 

35  17 

6   7 

'1 

Hours  in  labour, 

14 
1 

16 
2 

18  20 

21 

1 

23 
1 

•24 
5 

30 

1 

34 
1 

36 
1 

38 

48 

50 
1 

Now  m  Women, 

1 

2 

1 

1 

E 
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First  or  subscqueTit  prcgnanoy — thus,  ' 
1st,  and  so  on. 


No.  or  r,egnnnH«. 

]ii\-2,\ 

3d 

i\h 

jil. 

.1, 

711, 

,„ 

nih 

lUh 

I3(fa 

No.  of  Women, 

9S   48 

'29 

11 

II 

15 

9 

12 

5 

s 

" 

The  following  general  table  will  be  foimd  to 
afford  iaaterials  for  making  many  interesting  calcu- 
lations. In  the  column  headed  "  Observations" 
where  the  letter  V  is  ibund,  it  has  reference  to 
the  case  by  number,  for  some  additional  remarks ; 
where  there  is  no  reference,  nothing  worthy  of 
particular  notice  occurred. 
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1 

1 

1 

1°" 

1 

1 

! 
1 

V 

1 

4 

2 

1^ 

.E 
1 

27 
34 
28 
27 
20 
28 
20 
24 
26 
28 
29 
27 

I 

! 
- 

V 

V 

V 

7 

V 
V 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

J 
% 

1 

•3 
* 

2 

a 

4 

5 

7 

e 
fl 

10 

11 

12 
1^ 

B 
G 
B 
Q 
8 
B 
B 
B 
G 
B 
G 
B 
C 

Dp 
' 

Dp 

1 

7 
1 
1 
1 
2 
11 

S 

a 

2 
8 

48 

1 
1 

d 

i 

4 
4 
& 
2 
6 
7 
2 

30 
33 
23 

20 

33 
■21 
28 
28 
27 
.-il 
33 
22 

15 
10 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 

o» 

24 

G 
B 
G 
G 
G 
G 
D 
G 
B 
B 
B 
B 
O 

1 
Dp 
Dp 
D 

1 
Dp 
D 

1 
1 

D 
Dp 

11 
1 
2 
I 
5 
3 

2 

6 
4 
2 

2 

2 

8 

1 
7 

: 

.. 

2 

4 
6 
4 

2 

27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
36 
39 

B 
G 
B 
B 
G 
G 
B 
G 
B 
B 
B 
B 
G 

D 

I 
1 
Dp 
Dp 
Dp 
1 

D 
D 
1 
1 
D 

2 
5 

i 
4 

4 

6 
8 
1 
;i 
6 
7 

24 
1 

28 
18 
30 
36 
30 
22 
24 

20 
32 
26 

V 

y 

V 

V 
V 
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ON  PRESENTATIONS  OF  THE  FEET. 

As  the  treatment  of  a  footling  presentation  is 
similar  to  that  of  the  breech,  we  shall  not  here 
repeat  what  has  been  already  recommended  under 
that  head,  fiirther  than  to  particularly  caution  the 
junior  practitioner  to  avoid  all  interference  until 
the  hips  shall  have  been  completely  expelled; 
attention  to  this  being  of  more  importance  here, 
than  even  in  breech  cases.  The  safety,  in  the 
latter  case,  results  from  the  breech  being  so 
nearly  of  a  size  with  the  head,  and  consequently 
dilating  the  parts  so  much  better  than  the  feet; 
the  shoulders  and  head  follow  with  comparative 
ease,  and  the  pressure  on  the  funis  is  thus  greatly 
lessened ;  hence  in  feet  presentations,  we  permit 
the  hips  to  be  expelled  slowly  and  gradually,  in 
order,  as  far  as  possible,  to  eflfect  this  desirable 
object. 

In  all  such  cases,  when  about  to  give  assistance, 
we  should  throw  a  napkin  over  the  body,  to 
prevent  the  cuticle  being  rubbed  by  the  pressure 
of  our  hands,  and  also  to  enable  us  to  hold  the 
child  with  sufficient  firmness. 

As  it  is   the  duty  of  the  medical  attendant  to 
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apprise  the  friends  of  the  patient,  wherever  danger 
exists,  it  is  advisable,  both  in  breech  and  footling 
presentations,  to  inform  them  of  the  risk  to  the 
child,  the  moment  we  are  satisfied  as  to  the  pre- 
senting part ;  of  course  intimating  it  to  them  in 
such  a  way,  as  to  prevent  the  patient  herself 
suspecting  any  tiling  unusual. 

In  the  very  early  stage  of  labour,  we  must 
be  carefiil  not  to  mistake  tiie  hand  for  the  foot, 
the  treatment  in  each  case  being  diametrically 
opposite.  Great  as  tiiis  blunder  may  seem,  it 
has  been  committed,  and  tiaat  too,  by  individuals 
of  some  experience ;  when  the  hand  has  been 
introduced  into  the  uterus  for  the  purpose  of 
turning  the  child.  A  littie  attention  will  prevent 
our  falling  into  this  error.  The  shortness  of 
the  toes  as  compared  with  the  fingers,  also  the 
length  of  tiie  foot,  together  with  the  heel  and 
ankle  joint,  if  examined  witii  moderate  care,  must 
make  the  distinction  obvious. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-seven  cases  of  pre- 
sentation of  the  feet  occurred  in  tiie  Hospital, 
during  my  mastership ;  not  including  those  met 
with  in  twin  ca^es.  Sixty-two  of  tiie  127  children 
were  still-born ;  forty-one  of  which  were  putrid. 
Thirty-six  of  flie  127  were  premature,  viz.  /our 
at  the  fifth  montii ;  eight  at  the  sixth ;  seventeen 
at  the  seventh  ;  and  seven  at  tho  eighth 
month.     Twenty-eight  of  the  premature  children 
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were  putrid ;  four  were  dead,  but  not.  putrid ; 
and  four  were  born  living.  Fourteen  of  the 
premodure  children  were  males ;  three  df  which 
were  bom  alive. 

.  Of  the  127  children,  61  were  males;  of  which 
25  were  still-born ;  15  of  which  25  were  putrid. 
Sisctjf'five  of  the  127  children  were  born  aiive ; 
36  of  which  were  males. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  of  the  premature 
iMTths  from  the  general  table,  viz.  the  first  Jour 
at  the  fifth  month,  and  so  on,  Nos.  35 — 57—^1 — 
104;  eigJU  at  the  sixth  month,  Nos.  2 — 16 — ^18-^ 
62 — 85—58 — 101 — 1L2;  seventeen  si  the  seventh 
month,  Nos.  6—10—15—20—21—33-^7—40— 
44_46—54--59— 6a— 74-^75— 84— 123  ;  seven 
at  the  eighth  month,  Nos.  1 1—55—79—93 — 1  lO— 

115—119. 

We  shall  now  give  an  abstract  of  each  case 
i^iat  manifested  the  least  peculiarity  : — 

No.   3. — See   observations  on    children    dying, 

No.  19. 

No.  5. — The  mother  had  been  in  a  bad  stdte 
of  health  for  a  month  before  admission. 

No.  9* — Child  breathed  but  for  a  few  minutes. 

No.  12. — The  knee  presented. 
\   No.    13. — The  funis  had  prolapsed  before  ad- 
mission, and  was  without  pulsation. 

No.  14. — See  observations  on  convulsions,  No.  4. 
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No.   24. — This  was  a  first  child,  putrid ;    the 
hibonr  larted  but  five  hours. 

;    Jio. '  25* — Thid  ohild  had  been  expelled  as  fsor  as 
the  head,  for  some  time  before  the  Assistant  arrived. 
Ho..  ?  29»T— This    child  was  lost    owing  to   the 
gneat;  diffienlty  in  getting  away  the  head. 

No.   30. — This  child  died  shortly  after  birth; 
it  was  premature,  at  the  seventh  month. 
.  .  NoL    31.r«^This    child  was    deformed    in    both 
upper  and    lower    extremities;    it    breathed    but 
for- a  short  tane* 
.  :No.  34. — The  funis  prolapsed.     Child  putrid. 

No«  3di — ^When  the  membranes  ruptured,  the 
-funia  was  discovered  in  the  vagina  with  the  foot. 
The  pulsation  became  gradually  fainter,  and,  before 
the  breeeh  had  passed  the  os  externum,  ceased 
altogether.  The  child  was  large,  weighing  9  lbs., 
vwhidby.with  the  very  feeble  uterine  action,  and 
the  undilated  state  of  the  parts,  caused  much 
;^lay  in  the  delivery. 

No.  45. — See  observations  on  haemorrhages, 
No.  36. 

No.  48.— This  patient  came  in  labouring  under 
cough,  Yiith  copious .  expectoration ;  she  was  five 
hours  in  labour ;  child  putrid. 

No.  50. — This  woman  was  delivered  in  the 
street. 

No.   58. — The  knee  presented ;  child  putrid. 


58  PBACTIl^AL   OBSBRVATIONS 

No.  64. — The  external  parts  were  badly  dilated, 
thereby  aflfording  considerable  obstruction  to  the 
delivery.  The  patient  was  exceedingly  violent 
and  unmanageable. 

No.  67. — When  the  body  and  arms  were 
delivered,  which  was  efltected  with  some  trouble, 
no  exertion,  unattended  with  risk  to  the  mother, 
was  suflScient  to  get  the  head  away,  it  being 
firmly  fixed  at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  The 
perforator  was  therefore  introduced  behind  the 
ear,  and  the  head  brought  down  by  the  crotchet. 
The  bones  were  much  compressed.  She  had 
been  delivered  with  instruments,  twelve  months 
before,  followed  by  sloughing  of  the  urethra,  since 
which  she  has  been  unable  to  retain  her  urine. 

No.  70. — See  observations  on  retention  of  the 
placenta,  No.  41.     Funis  prolapsed. 

No.  71. — The  funis  prolapsed  in  this  case. 

No.  78. — The  feet  were  forced  into  the  vagina, 
at  a  very  early  stage  of  the  labour,  when  the  os 
Uteri  was  little  dilated.  It  was  necessary  to 
perforate  behind  the  ear  to  complete  the  delivery. 

No.  82. — The  knee  presented  in  this  case. 

No.  92. — The  funis  came  down  with  the  feet. 

No.  97. — The  funis  was  prolapsed,  and  without 
pulsation  on  admission. 

No.  100. — See  observations  on  haemorrhages, 
No.  92. 
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No.  103, — The  knee  presented ;  the  head  was 
delivered  with  difficulty. 

No.  107.^ — ^The  knee  presented. 

No.  108. — The  fiinis  prolapsed,  and  the  os  uteri 
being  well  dilated,  the  delivery  was  eflfected  without 
delay. 

No.  117.— This  child  weighed  9i  lbs. 

An  attentive  perusal  of  these  cases  will  clearly 
shew,  that,  the  very  great  mortality^  in  footling 
presentations,  is  comparatively  little  owing  to  any 
difficulty  experienced  in  the  actual  delivery  of  the 
child,  but  must  be  referred  to  causes  operating 
previous  to  the  setting  in  of  labour.  This  obser- 
vation will  also  hold  good  in  breech  presentations. 
Thus,  of  the  sixty-two  children  still-bom,  where 
the  feet  presented,  forty-ime  were  born  in  a  putrid 
state  ;  of  which  41  thirty -two  were  premature ;  and 
in  no  instance,  was  the  putridity  the  consequence 
of  the  length  of  the  labour,  as  clearly  demonstrated 
by  the  general  table.  Of  the  21  remaining  cases, 
three  were  complicated,  either  with  convulsions  or 
haemorrhage  ;  four  had  the  funis  prolapsed,  causing 
death ;  mfour  the  mother's  pelvis  was  much  under 
size ;  in^imr  the  children  were  premature,  but  not 
putrid ;  and  in  one  the  child  was  lost  by  remissness 
on  the  part  of  the  pupil,  not  sending  for  assistance 
in  proper  time.  Thus,  in  fifly-seven  of  the  62 
children  still-born,   death    did  not  follow   on  any 
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difficulty  encountered  in  the  delivery,  owing  to  the 
preternatural  presentation.  In  the  Jive  remaining 
cases,  viz.,  Nos.  77?  91,  HI,  113,  114,  the  labour 
was  of  short  duration,  without  any  difficult  compli- 
cation. It  is  my  opinion,  that  the  danger  to  the 
child,  where  the  breech  or  feet  present,  (provided 
the  pelvis  be  well  formed,  and  the  labour  not 
liurried  by  officious  interference,)  is  not  by  any 
;m^ans  so  great  as  is  generally  imagined.  Whether 
,  jtha  position  of  the  child,  in  such  cases,  has  any 
share  in  causing  so  very  large  a  proportional 
number  to  be  expelled  prematurely,  or  in  produc- 
ing the  child's  death,  some  time  previous  to  labour, 
so  as  to  account  for  the  putrid  condition  in  which 
it  is  so  frequently  found,  we  are  not  prepared  to  say ; 
we  merely  state  our  conviction  on  the  one  point. 

Where  the  feet  present,  the  proportional  number 
of  instances  of  prolapsed  funis  is  far  beyond  what  is 
observed  in  other  presentations ;  thus  in  the  127 
cases  noticed,  there  were  nine^  or  one  in  every 
fourteen ;  whereas,  the  average  in  all  the  births  will 
be  but  1  in  171i;  and,  as  the  danger  to  the  child  is, 
thus,  much  increased,  we  have  an  additional  reason 
for  using  diligence  in  preserving  the  membranes 
unruptured  as  long  as  possible. 

The  three  following  tables  shew  the  age  of  each 
patient,  also  the  length  of  time  in  labour,  with  the 
number  of  children  each  had  given  birth  to. 
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Age  of  patients;  thus:  1  was  18  years  of  age, 
and  so  on. 


Age  of  Patients, 

18 
1 

19 
12 

20 
6 

21 
4 

22 
9 

23 
11 

24 
5 

25 
9 

26  27 
10  9 

28 
6 

29 
5 

30 
16 

31 

1 

32 
7 

33 
2 

34 

4 

35 

4 

Ko.   of  Patients, 

Age  of  Padents, 

36 
1 

87 
I 

88 
2 

39 
It 

-  .- .  _- — f^ 

No.  of  Patients,' 

U^m 

Length  of  time  in  labour ;  thus :  3  were  J  of  kn 
hour,  and  so  on ;  for  the  duration  of  labour  in  foVir 
instances,  see  observations  on  cases.  '  ' 


Hours  in  labour. 

i 
3 

i 
5 

1 

29 

2 
25 

3 
16 

4 
13 

5 
15 

6 
5 

7 
2 

8 
2 

9 
1 

10 

1 

12 
4 

14 
1 

1 

J! 

• 

No.  of  Patients, 

■  -. 

,1  ' 

First  or  subsequent  pregnancy;  thus:  43  w^re 
1st  pregnancies,  and  so  on.  ^ 


Na  of  Pregnancy, 

I 
43 

2 

30 

3 

13 

4 

16 

5 
9 

6 
7 

7 

4 

8 

I 

9 
2 

10 
1 

IS 

1 

13 
T 

No.    of    Patients, 

The  following  general  table,  from  which  there 
is  reference  to  the  cases  by  number,  will  be  found 
very  useftil;  the  explanation  given  of  the  table  on 
breech  presentations  will  answer  here  : — 
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ru 


if 


^  III 


iJ 


■3      '3 


\h\ 


i  Dp 

;  Dp 


iDp 
}  Dp 


(  Dp 
tDp 


Dp 
1)  0 
(J 

n 
11 
1) 
I 

flDp 

(J    I) 


:.  29 

V 

■i    U7 

V 

*  yn 

.. 

J  'i:i 

4    -JS 

■Aj7 

V 

*  'si  ■ 

5'28   ■ 


G  Dp 

on 


B 

," 

3 

GiDp 

1 

B 

1 

2 

B 

1 

0 

B 

Dp 

2 

B 
G 

Dp 

2 

B 

■ 
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i 

i 

C 
's 

S 

1 

°    1 

II 

i  ' 

-ft. 

11 

i 

■s 

3! 

1 

i 

< 

1 

li 

i 

1 

-a 

i 

i 
1 

V 
V 

V 
M 

V 

V 

i 

■3 

115 

110 
117 

118 
119 
120 
121 
122 
123 
12-t 
125 
t2b 
127 

i 

■3 
1 

G 
B 
D 
G 
G 
B 
B 
G 
G 
B 
B 
B 
B 

1 

t 

Dp 
1 
1 
1 

Dp 

I 
I 
1 
I>I 
1 

D 
1 
1 

i. 
I 

1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
4 
9 
2 
2 
4 
a 
I 

I 

12 

i 

2 

5 

& 

19 
29 
19 
23 
30 
23 
25 
39 
30 
20 
32 
34 
21 

V 
V 
V 

V 

68 

69 
90 

03 
M 
95 
96 
97 
96 
99 
lOO 
10 

g|d 

G    1 
G  Dp 
CD 

Gj  1 

g'd 
bI  I 

GJ, 

bI  I 
g'd 

B    1 
B    1 
G  Dp 
G  Dp 

1 

6 
2 
3 
2 
3 
3 
5 
3 
2 
1 
2 

2 

S4 
15 
33 
25 
■22 
32 
27 
35 
23 
19 
35 
26 
30 
24 

V 

V 
V 

■■ 

V 

V 

V 

102 
103 
104 

105 
lOG 
HOT 

,108 
109 
;I10 

!mi 

112 
US 
114 

B 
G 
B 
B 
B 
G 
G 
G 
G 
G 
B 
B 
G 

I 

D 
Dp 

I 

I 

1 

I 

I 
Dl 

D 
Dl 

D 

D 

2 
2 

2 
2 
3 

2 

31 
36 
30 
27 
39 
2j 
26 
U 
26 
27 
22 
20 
33 
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ON  PRESENTATIONS  OF  THE  SHOULDER  OR  ARM. 

1 

4>3  the  life  of  both  mother  and  child  is  placed  in. 
great  danger  where  the  shoulder  or  arm  presents^ 
it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  we  should  have  pur 
minds  prepared,  as  to  the  most  eligible  means  of 
effecting  delivery ;  that  so  we  may  be  enabled  to 
render  such  prompt  assistance,  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  requires.  In  my  opinion  there  are  but  t^o 
modes  of  delivery  to  be  considered  :  the  one,  turn- 
ing ;  the  other  perforating  the  thorax^  and  bringing 
down  the  breech  with  the  crotchet.  As  for  trust- 
ing to  the  "  spontaneous  evolution,"  described  by. 
Doctor  Denman,  it  is  a  practice  in  every  way^ 
undesirable ;  as,  in  the  first  place,  this  does  not 
afford  us  ant/  hope  of  saving  (he  child,  and  the 
mother  is  thus  exposed  to  considerable  risk,  from 
the  powerful  and  continued  uterine  action  necea* 
sary  to  expel  it  in  this  way ;  from  wliich,  iy  the 
child's  life  is  to  be  forfeited,  she  might  be  com-, 
pletely  protected  by  lessening  the  thorax  ;  and,  in 
the  next  place,  the  occurrence  of  spontaneous  evo- 
lution is  so  little  to  be  expected,  that  in  a  practical, 
point    of  view,    it   may  be  considered  as  almost 


PBE8ENTATION  OP  THB  SHOULDEK  OR  ARM.   65 

ftncifiil.  No  instance  of  it  occurred  in  the  Hospital, 
during  my  Assistant  or  Mastership ;  nor  did  one 
take  place  during  the  residence  of  Doctor  Clarke, 
ene  excepted,  of  which,  the  Doctor  states,  he  was 
not  certain,  as  it  merely  depended  on  the  report  of 
a  midwife,  which  is,  at  best,  but  doubtful  authority. 
In  these  different  periods,  there  were  thirty-four 
thauednd  five  hundred  and  seventy-sia:  women  de- 
livered.* 

'  The  propriety  of  turning  the  child,  when  it  pre- 
sents with  the  shoulder  or  arm,  in  all  cases  where 
it  can  be  effected  with  tolerable  safety  to  the 
mother,  cannot  be  questioned.  There  are  a  great 
many  different  circumstances,  however,  to  be  at- 
tended to,  which  will  influence  us  in  our  choice  of 
the  safest  time  for  performing  the  operation  ;  but, 
88  a  general  rule,  our  chief  security  depends  on 
proceeding  to  turn,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  accom- 
plidied  consistent  with  safety  to  the  mouth  of  the 
womb.  If  this  precaution  be  overlooked,  the  hand 
rudely  finrced  into  the  uterus,  and  the  child  brought 
away,  the  worst  consequences  must  ensue.  On  the 
contrary,  the  experienced  practitioner  will  watch, 

*.  I  recollect  Doctor  Labatt,  in  hb  lectures  when  Master  of 
tlie  Hospital,  to  liave  stated  that,  '<  at  the  earnest  request  of  his 
Aaiif!ttots»  he  waited  in  some  cases,  (where  the  child  was  too 
low  in  tiie  pelvis  for  taming,)  for  a  number  of  hours,  to  try  if 
spontaneous  evolution  .would  take  place;  but  ader  having  de- 
ferred delivery  till  they  were  all  fully  satisfied,  he  was  obliged 
to  perforate  the  thorax  and  bring  down  the  breech. 

F 
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with  the  utmost  attention,  for:  the  ^arlieBt  posaibli^ 
moment,  he  thinks,  without  doing  idoteiica^  h»  .ean 
succeed  in  turning  ;  before  tiie  extrendty  ahall  have 
been  forced  too  low  into  the  pelyiB,  or  the  uterus 
have  time  to  become  &*mly  contracted  on  the  body 
of  the  child.  It  is  a  situation  in  which  the  greatest 
coolness  and  steadiness  are  required^.  When  the 
08  uteri  is  fully  dilated,  l^e  membranes  entire,' :or 
but  lately  ruptured,  the  uterine  a6tion  but  trifling, 
litde  difl5culty  will  be  experienced.  :  It  .mrfwr- 
tunately  sometimes  happen^  however,  that  !  the 
waters  have  been  discharged  at  the  very  com- 
inencement  of  the  labour,  at  a  time  Mrkasn  iiie<>os 
uteri  Was  very  slightly  dikted,  and  the  rpres^i* 
tation  not  even  to  be  discovered  oiran  ordinary 
examination.  When  the  patient  has  (remained  iac 
some  time  in  this  state,  the  arm  is  protruded  dnt» 
the  vagina,  the  mouth  of  the  womb  being  so  .*mu<ik 
opened  as  barely  to  admit  its  passage.  Th^iisa 
case  of  much  embarrassment;  experience  having 
ftilly  proved  the  mischievous  oonseqnehoes;.  ^ 
fm^bly  passing  the  hand  into  the  uterus,^  and  .-finr 
reasons  before  mentioned,  delay  is  likewise  hazarii- 
ous  ;  yet  the  risk  to  the  patient,  in  the  latter  case, 
is  as  nothing,  compared  with  the  former  practice. 
In  such  a  situation,  where  the  individual '  is  'fitroRg 
and  plethoric,  twelve  or  fourteen  ounces  of  Mood 
should  be  taken  from  the  arm,  and  a  table  spoonfSdl  of 
the  following  mixture  given  every  half  how,  which 
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I  have  fdttnd  exoeedkigly  usefiil,  both  in  quieting 
uteriBie  adaon^  and  inducing  relaxation : — 
%     Aqu»Fontis,  ^.y\. 

Antanum  Tartariaat :  gr.  iv. 

Aceti  Opii,  gtts.  xxx.    : 

•  ..  .*•  ^  »  .  . ..    n? 

Should:  &e  patient  not  be  very  robust^  the  bleeds 
ing  may  be  omitted,  and  the  mixture  alone  given 
as  directed.  Meaatime  she  should  be  watched 
very  dosely,  and  the  duld  turned,  the  moment  it 
shall: lie  considered  practicable,  without  injury.  I 
never  knew  of  more  than  one  instance,  where  the 
patient  coidd  not  be  delivered  previous  to  deaths 
owing^  to  Ihe  rigid  and  unyielding  state  of  the  os 
uteri;  this  occurred  when  I  was  a  pupil  in  the 
Hoqiital  ( :  the^  moutii  of  the  womb  was  absolutely 
as  firm  as  a  piece  of  thidc  leather,  and  embraced 
theam  of !  the  child  as  tiffhtly  as  a  Ikrature  could 

..''iSmelHe.imet  with  some  cases  where  he  found  it 
impracticable  to  produce  any  dilatation,  and  from 
having;  notioed  some  instances,  where  the  os  uteri 
was  slightly  torn,  and  recovery  took  place,  he 
-diOD^d;  he  would  try  and  cut. open  the  os  uteri 
with  a  pair  of  scissors ;  he  did  so,  and  with  his  ao- 
jMfltomed  ^candour  states,  that  not  one  of  them  re- 
xeMeridk  -      . 

'.  fWe.oftea  meet  with  cases,  where  women  have 
bedn^  inr  some  time,  under  the  care  of  ignorant 
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'Fnptuire  having  taken  place;  to  guard  against  the 
'  occurrence  of  wWchy  hurry  and  violence  should  be 
ttvo^ided. 

i  ^Sudi  difficulties  and  dangers,  occasionally  ^ex- 
perienced, shew  the  necessity  of  being  made 
rOcquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  presentMion, 
ito  every  instance,  immediatdy  on  the  ruptuk'e 
df  the  membranes.  When  this  ctenot  be  satis- 
'Atctorily  ascertained,  by  an  ordinary  examination, 
<and  that  there  is  much  uterine  aiotion,  it  is 
advitoble  to  pass  the  hand  into  the  vagina,  and 
thus  obtain  accurate  information. 
'  We  shall  now  endeavour  to  point  out  those 
cases,  where  no  prudent  practitioner  would,  we 
^  think,  attempt  to  turn ;  yet,  such  attemj^  we 
have  witnessed,  but  with  very  fatal  results.  The 
>cases  we  more  particularly  allude  to,  are,  where 
Ihe  waters  have  been  long  discharged,  the  uterine 
action  powerful,  and  the  child's  body  forced  low, 
and  firmly  impacted  into  the  pelvis  for  several 
hours;  in  such,  turning  would  be  hsusardous  in 
t^  extreme ;  besides,  under  these  circumstances, 
the  child's  life  is  destroyed  by  pressure ;  a  fact 
which  we  have  clearly  ascertained  by  the  stethos- 
cope ;  by  which  we  are  enabled  to  detect  the 
death  of  the  foetus,  at  a  period,  when  otherwise, 
we  might  be  induced  to  expose  our  patient  to  the 
utmost  danger  in  the  attempt  to  turn,  where  we 
have    a    comparatively    safe    means    of    delivery. 
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.  'The  i  aiagukrly  rare  ocx^uirenoe  of  a  living  child 
being)  >/faoEiv>vfaeraf  spontaneous  evolution  takes 
place,  even  in  the  most  expeditious  manner,  affords 
^dititandi'teBtimoiiy  of  ;the  &tality  to  the  child  in 
taieh  caae& 

^'jfidctinri  Cbi^e,  in.  his  report  of  the  DuUin 
iiying-ia)(HofpitaV»' slates^  that  *^he  bad  heard 
0f  fievwarai'ipitients,  who  Itet  their  lives,  by^prao^ 
titiopcre  /of  good^ropute  ,insi6ting  on  turning  the 
foetus,  ahbougk  evidently  putrid.^  Would  not, 
he  adds^  a  better.ehance  be'affprcjied  to  patients, 
so  situated,  by  perforating  ^the  thorax  orabdom^en, 
ao  as  to  lessen  their  bulk|.and  by  the  'aid  of  the 
erotoib^  or  blunt  hook,  bvin^ng  down  the  breech  ?'' 
This  ^  from  ample  experience,  is  the  practice  we 
would  unhesitatingly  recommend;  and  that  in  all 
cases  where  its  death  can  be  .satisfactorily  asoer- 
tained.  ::We  have  performed  this  operation  re- 

.ptotodly,  /  without  the  slightest  injury  to  the 
jpatient^  except  in  one  instance,  where  the  pelvis 
tneasttred  but  two  and  a-  half  inches  from  pubes 
to'  saonim;  nor,  do  we  think,  where  common 
^ution  .  is  used,  that  there  is,  comparatively 
speddng,  any  risk  to  the  patient.  Delivery,  in 
this  -way,  18  very  troublesome ;  in  most  instances 
requirii^  aq  hour  and  a  half,    or   two  hours  for 

.  its  completion.     A  free   opening  must  be  made, 

..with  thB  ordinary  perforator,  into  the  thorax,  so 
as  loi  permit  us*  completely  to   empty   it  of   its 
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oontents;  we  next  open  through  iHe  diaphragin^ 
and.  remcrre  the  abdomiiial  viseera,  i»*  oMcnr^^  ^ 
much  as  in  our  power,  to»  diminidi-  the ^bulk6f 
the  body;  for  this  purpose^  the'  er^het'^d 
fingers  are  to  be  used ;  we  then  &stetf  '4hfi 
crotchet  on  the  'peliris  4)f  the  child^  )and'^  g^^ng^ 
gentle  assistance  with  each  ^  pain,  /wber^  ^%he '  wo AaA 
is:  well  formed^  die  breech,  by  ja  little -perseverance/ 
will  be  got  down  and  the  deUverf  accomplished* 
A^nbuere  we  find  much  resistance,  and  tkere  is^^nd 
very  urgent  symptom  rendering  speedy  delivery 
necessary,  by  withholding  &rther  interference  for 
80BiO<  b6urs,  the  body  becomes  softened  and 
collapaed,  and  is  then  more  easily  removed  f  in 
some,  instances  the  child  is  expelled  donbled  \ff 
the  action  <^  the  w^mb«  .    -  i' 

Several'  writers  recommend,  in  difficult  cases  of 
this   nature^  the   separation  of  the   child's  head'}- 
so  as  to  bring  the  body  away  by  the   presec^ng' 
arm,   and    afterwards    deKver    the  head    by  the ! 
crotchet;    this,   we    would    condemn,    unless   W^' 
faUed  in  our  efforts  by  breaking  down  the  tiioaraxj'^ 
which  is  very  unlikely,  if  the  operation  be  properly 
performed,   and  the  pelvis   not  extremely   under 
size.      We   once   saw  delivery  effected  aa  abpve 
described,   and  the   greatest    difficulty  wa»  expe- 
rienced in   the    extraction   of   the   head;    it  wai^ 
necessary  to   introduce  the  hand  to  bring  it  intp 
the  vagina,  and  then  it  had  to  be  lessened,  before 
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it .  couUl .  1)6  remoyed*  Were  haemorrhage  to  have  • 
occarri^.  under.,  ^eae  cdrcumstances,  the  delay 
whic^  must  take  place,  might  prove  fatal. 
:..^on^i  pre^ntftticHia  of  the.  shoulder  or  arm 
weee  met  wth  in  the-  hospital,  during  my  master^ 
shqp^  TMrty^hree  ^  the  children  were  turned ; 
of  ..which  i20i- were,  ikirn-  ^ve.  Jn*suv  delivery 
waa  effected;  by  .breakiag  down  the  thorax.  In 
ofie  ithe  arm  descended  with  the  breaeh;  the 
hirth  was  premature,  6th  month,  and  the  child 
pttfarid«        .        :         > 

TupefUtf  bf  the  40  children  were  still-bom ;  ^i^ 
of  which  were  putrid.  Three  of  the  40  were 
premature^  viz.  one  at  the  6th,  and  two  at  the 
StioL  month*  Twenty-three  of  the  40  children  were 
males.  In  three  of  the  33  turned,  the  head  had  to 
be. lessened  before  delivery  could  be:  acoomplisfaed.* 
In  three  of  the  40  cases,  the  uterus  ruptured;  one 
waalHTOUght  to  Hospital  in  this  state;  in  o^  the 
pelyis  measured  but  2^  inches  from  pubes  to  sacrum ; 
and  m  the  thirds  the  injury  occurred  in  the  turning. 
Sc^:  particulars  hereafiier.     Four  of  the  40  cases 

*  Dpctor.  Bamsbothani  records  nioeteen  cases  of  presentatiqn 
of  tbe  shoulder  dr  arn^ ;  ten  were  delivered  by  perforating  the 
thorax,  or  separating  the  head  from  the  body ;  stnfen  by  turning ; 
in  one  spontaneous  eyolution  took  place ;  and  in  one  the  child 
was  expdied  doubled.  .  Two  of  the  mothers  died ;  and  eighteen 
of  the  children  were  still-bam. 

Most  of  these  were  cases  previously  badly  treated ;  to  which 
the  Doctor  had*  been  called  in  consultation. 
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^QBL    it^i'  .^:   ^  ca;ise  of  death, 

^r  » -c^.  r^  :.j5c:ir."  :c  :be  cases,  com- 
X  jt.js:  *  ?^  ^-^  -•-  ::i:l\i  was  turned,  and 
^  B».:  Tcac  ^aorax  perforated. 
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■  i;ir  other  3d 
:  :iic  iliicfaarged.  a 
:.ur  be  discovered  bvtfaevxciii  fsa, 
:  lio  pain,  nor  did  nteriiie  aeoflu  3i!Qcm  iS 
lock,  when  it  came  on  prettv  cnifr.  au  iK 
jw  was  fonnd  in  the  raezBi.  We  '■cr?  snnr 
ummoned,  when  the  hand  was  ucauviuc-  ^ 
»ains  were  trifling,  and  die  faodr  iisrafr  Hodie  fair 
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litde  progress  in  the  pelvk.  dte 
and  the  child  tamed.     It  w 
to  lessen  the  head,  the  boiKs 
compressed.     She   recovered 
missed  on  the  9th  day. 

No.  3.— Was  admhied  wtk  the  haad  mA  mm  m 
the  vagina;  die  waters  haYJnc 
three  hours  hefore.      As  the  badr  had 
scended  into  the  pelviiy  a 
severe,  the  child  was  toned  arUkMl  'Sfankor.    i!^ 
left  Hospital  q[aite  vefl  od  Ae  "^dt  dar. 

Ko.  5. — ^Waa  the  leoond  chihl  in 
On  the  mpture  of  the  aMafaffaaea  9i 
the  birth  of  the  first,  Ae 
child  was  turned. 

No.  6. — ^Tfais  waft  a  aevcve  i^Mmm  •A  xbk  taacu 
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wescB  lH*o«i^ht  to  Hospital  Hft^i**  theF^eiBeBfdtion 
had  been  discovered.  Seven  of  the'40irere  twin 
-children.  *    ■•■''    ^i-tU-^r    -.jd'i 

Four  of  the  40  women  died  ;<  one  of  itiflanfaDuitidn 
lofi  the  brain ;  OTie  of  puerpdral-  fever/^(A^  ed|^  of 
the. placenta  was  near  t&e  mouth  b£  the^  womb 4^)^ and 
[turn  oi  ruptured  uterus ;  in  oiiiie  of  whidh  &e  pelvis 
was  much  under  size,  the  itiiorax  was' lessened  ;i  aiid 
'in  the  other,  the  child  had  been  tumedi^  fSde^pa^- 
ticulars,  No*  6,  11,  8^  and  15.  •  ;  ;      .1     .  i 

Of  the  twenty  still-born  children,  ^  had  -flie 
thorax  .  lessened ;  three .  had  tiie  Head  perforated 
after  having  been  turned,  the  pelvis'  being  undf  r 
fsi^e ;  tkree  were  putrid ;  two  had  ^  the  a]!m  tdowh  bn 
-admission  \  with  one  die  waters  weredischar^dlion 
admission;:  with  one  the  waters  had  been  40  hoars 
discharged;.;  and  widt  (me  7  hours;  the  child  jfaeing 
also  very  large ;  with  one  there  was  niuch  difficulty 
in  getting  away  the  head,  the  bones  of  which>Vere 
mudi  compressed ;  with  one  the  placenta  <presented ; 
and  with  ofAe  there  was  neither  delay  nor  difficulty. 
'}  This  short  abstract  is  given,  to  shew,  that^in^the 
great  majority  of  these  cases,  death  had  taken  place 
previous  to  any  attempt  to  deliver ;  and  ^tfaat  in 
Twney  was  the  actual  delivery  the  dause  of  dfeath, 
where  disproportion  did  not  exist.  i^    ^ 

I  shall  now  give  a  short  history  of  the  cases^  colm- 
meneing  with  those  where  the  child  was  turned^  and 
concluding  with  such  as  had  the  thorax^  perforSited. 
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Na  li-^The  eHkiw  preseRted,  with  the  shoulder 
ionr  ki'  ^e^- pebis ;.  duB  was  discovered  as  soon  as 
the  waters  were  discharged,  and  the  child  was 
tanndriidthoiit  difficulty:.  ^ 

*  Nkk^  2i--^  Was  admitted  on  the  23d  of  Sept.  at  8 
e'jebck  p^if  ^  :in  labour  of  her  3d  chikL  The  waters 
were  at;  dua  tiibe ' jdbchai^^ed,  and  die  presentk^ 
part  Ixndd^not  be  discovered  by  the -pupil  on  duty. 
She  had  no  paiDy  nor  did  uterine  action  return  till 
12  o'clock,  when  it  came  on  pretty  briskly,  and  the 
dlbow-  was  found  in  the  vagina.  We  were  now 
sammoDed,;  when  tiie  Itand  was  protruding ;  the 
pains  were  trifling,  and  the  body  having  made  but 
:litde  progress  in  the  pelvis,  the  hand  was  passed, 
-anii  the  child  turned.  It  was  afterwards  necessary 
to  'lesfitenthe  head,  the  bones  of  which  were  much 
cmntpreased.  She  recovered  well,  and  was  dis- 
missed on.  Ae  9^  day. 

:  No.  S^^— Was  admitted  with  the  hand  and  arm  in 
the  vagina ;  the  waters  having  been  discharged 
Aiiiee  hours  before.  As  the  body  had  not  de- 
aeended  into  the  pelvis,  and  the  pains  were  not 
severe,  the  child  was  turned  without  difficulty.  She 
left  Hospital  quite  well  on  the  8th  day. 
f  No.  5.— Was  the  second  child  in  a  twin  case. 
On  the  rupture  of  the  membranes  20  minutes  after 
tbe  birth  of*  the  first,  the  arm  presented,  and  the 
child  was  turned. 

No;  6. — ^This  was  a  severe  affection  of  the  brain, 


with  iprobable  effusion  into  t^e  ventricles.  '  ^Ac* 
coopding  to  the  account  xeceived  from  het  inbthel^ 
subsequent  to  her  decease,  she  was,  on  'Thursday, 
June  28,  about  mid-day,  .unexpectedly  w^aiHiedi  of 
fbej  approadi  of  labour,  by  &'  sudden^  and  y^y-^ro^ 
^euHom  c»f  waters.  >  A  midwife  was  sent  fm,  iifh& 
qtueted^the  fears  '  of  iter  friends  with  aoa  as^rance, 
thai  there  was  iiodiing  peculiar  in  the  case:  -  Ttkt 
patient  xemained  that'  >day,>  and >  the  following^  wi^ 
oUthac^  additional  symptom  of  labour  y  not  likving 
suffered  the  least  pain.  At  the  expiration  of'  this 
time,:  however,  the  midwife,  without  assigning'  any 
distmcfc  a  reason,  advised  'her  removal  to  Hospital; 
She  was  admitted  on  the  evening  of  the  29th,  tofl 
<MNiitinufiid  quite  fcee  ftiom  pain  that  ni^t.  On^e 
morning  of  the  30th,  the  head  midwife  disco veried 
a)hand  and  aarm  in  the  vagina.  The  child  w^  tfacfii 
turned  without  much  difficulty;  the  |dacentia  fc^' 
lowed  soon,  having  separated  spontaneously.  Th^^ 
remainder  of  that  day,  she  complained  only  -4^ 
weakness  i;  she  had  vomited  three  or  four  tini^^.^ 
Next  day^( Sunday,  July  1st,)  she.  expressed  bef'^' 
sel^  in  every  way  relieved;  and  on  Monday,  the 
improvement  was  more  visible ;  however,  eai*ljr' 
on  Tuesday,  she  complained,  first,  of  her  head,  kiid 
at  our  morning  visit,  seemed  much  i^tated ;  hdr^ 
manner  was  flurried,  her  re^pirati^on  quick,  biit!  stfll 
neither  pulse  or  tongue  differed  much  from  Ih^it* 
previous  state,  nor  was  there  any  increased  heiit''(3rf 
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$UF^au^V'&^-'89^>>^txrtxi8  filmed  to  wear  the  asj^ect 
iPHUlQ :ri»f  •3lienpoiis  ihan  inflammatory  attack.  She 
complaiilod  most  of :  her  head,  for  which  leeehes 
irere^iftpplied  jto' &e  temples^  a  blister  was  after* 
iRm4^  placed  oir  thejback  ^f  her  neck,  and  the  head 
ki^  .ctCiOljby^vaporaiing' Motions;  the  bowels  were 
i^iWf^  aotedJnpoa^rrtboQ  symptoms,  notwithstandt 
vi^i  got  rapidky-iiWersei.  . stupor,  and  insensibility 
c^a^  giiy .  and>  )$he:  ^ed  comatosi;  on  the  momingi 
oC  ih^j6tk,!of  Jittly,  !0Q  the  4th  day  of  the  attack, 
anfij  the  :?th  after  delivery. 

.  The  uterus  and  intestines  were   quite   healthy, 
bnfct.ijbdt  friends  would  not  suflor>  an  examination 

i^o/  j9«-^Wa6  admitted  March  2d;  at  7  F«B(.q;  the 
waters  had  been  discharged  beftGnre  admissionu 
Xh^;  laibomr:. pains,  were  inconsiderable  for  some 
tinie  /ifteri  and  'Our  attention  was  inot  directed  to 
h^  i  till  V 11  o*clQek ;  when  on  examination,  the 
apn  and  shoulder  were  found  presenting^  The 
p»pa.i)ei^g  still  trifling,  the  shoulder  high  up, 
aivl  th^  OS  iMieri  tolerably  dilated,  .the  child^  which 
wi|$;  ^mall)  was  turned  with  little  difficulty.  About 
h^lf ,  an  hour  after,  hsemorrhage  set  in,  when  the 
hapd  was  introduced,  and  the  placenta  removed 
TJt^e  di3abarge  continued,  however,  followed  by 
cqiif|id(^fffLb}e.  weakness,  requiring  the  free  use  of 
co|:4i^U:9oafter.it  had  subsided  an  opiate  was  given 
^uqIi  ,prQicuT€d  sleep*     She  did  well. 
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'No.  10. — As  soon  as  the  waters  were  dischai^ed^ 
the.  arm  protruded;  the  difld  was  mimedia|)eiy 
turned ;  it  was  smaU  and  putrid. 

No.  11. — Had  considerable  hfl^noirrhage .  befbre 
admission;  the  arm  and  shoulder  wer<^  found 
presenting,  with  an  edge  of  the  placenta  near 
the  mouth  of  the  uterus ;  which  being  tobrdibly 
well  dilated,  the  hand  was  passed  and  the  feet 
brought  down.  The  child  made  but  a.  few  in- 
spirations. There  had  been  a  good  deal<  of 
delay  in  the  delivery,  owing  to  its  very  lai^e 
size. 

She  was  delivered  at  7  a«m.  on  the  15th,  and 
went  on  favourably  till  7  p-m.  on  the  l6tili ;  when 
she  had  a  sli^t  shivering,  accompanied  with  pain 
in  the  abdomen. 

She  was  ordered  a  draught  of  castor  oU,  and 
mi  of  turpentine ;  to  be  well  stuped,  and  if  not 
relieved  when  the  medicine  operated,  to  have  two 
dozen  leedies  applied.  • 

17tl^  9  A.M.-^Wa8  somewhat  relieved  by  the 
purging  and  stupes ;  the  leeches  were  put  on  at 
5  A.iiC ;  slept  little,  abdomen  extremely  hard  and 
sensible  to  pressure ;  pulse  varying  from  1 20  to 
130  ;  bowels  well  opened. 

Three  dozen  leeches  to  the  abdomen ;  warm 
bath  afterwards ;  to  have  4  grains  of  calomel, 
and  as  much  ipecacuan  powder,  every  2d  houri; 
diligent  stuping. 
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^  llhi^iifi^AlMtMneiiiiniidii  improyed ;  pulse  130  ; 
taogdh'^6my  \r  took  4«  powders.  Continue  powders 
and  stapes. 

ilBdi,  )9^A3i;^-<*-Slept  little;  took  five  powders; 
^idK?  138 ;  great  abdominal  distress,  can  scaraely 
liear  ike  leart  pressure ;  drinks  freely. 
V  ?  LTfHy )  dosen.  leecfies'  to  the  abdomen*     Continue 
povrderk  and  stupes* 

r:  10/ 3FLBB^—i^emsi rapidly  sinking:  pulse  varying 
fipom^lttO  tO'  150(;  respiration  laboured ;  abdominal 
distress  most  urgent;  drinks  freely;  bowels  re-* 
lieved  by  injections. 

'  iSheitoitinued  lingering  till  6  a.m.  on  the  20th, 
wken  shia  diedi  For  the  lart  36  hours  she  had 
been  delirioiH,  and  seemed  to  suffer  much. 

On  dissection,  the  abdominal  cavity  exhibited 
lil»  a^ppearanoes  of  vascularity^  ordinarily  witnei^ed 
inn  pluerperal  fever.  There  was  no  coagulabte 
lymph  to  be  discovered,  except  near  the  liver. 
The  fluid  effused  resembled  pus.  The  uterds 
WSB  keaMhy,  but  the  ovaories  And  fallopian  tubes 
ladeuffiMred  .much  in  structure  from  inflammation. 
i>i rlti»was  her  7t&  child;  and  she  stated  all  her 
IbrHier  children  bad  presented  preternaturally. 
Puerperal  fever  was  prevalent  in  the  hospital  at 
liai  timie;     ' 

,«')*No4  12;-— Wad  admitted  to  be  delivered  of  her 
4th*'f6lAid;  on  the  rupture  of  the  tnembranes,  it 
was  discovered  that  the  arm  presented.     The  child 
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was  immediately  turned.  It  wiis  eTentoally  *ie- 
eessary  to  lessen  the  head  to  complete  ^  delivery. 
This  woman  had  been  three  times  previously 
delivered  in  this  hospital,  by  the  cratchfftf  in  •  con- 
sequence of  deformed  pelvis.  She  recovered 
rapidly. 

-No.  13. — Was  admitted  to  be  delivered  of 'her 
2d  child;  when  the  membranes  ruptored,  tiie 
hand  and  arm  descended  into  the  vagina;  die 
OS  Uteri  being  fully  dilated,  the  child  wasr  immedi- 
ately turned. 

No.  14. — This  was  the  2d  child  in  a  twin  case; 
it  presented  witii  the  arm,  and  was  at  once  tum^. 
'  No.  15. — This  woman  was  admitted  May  30tb; 
at  6  A.M.  in  a  very  weak  and  exhaust^  state ) 
having  been  suffering  from  haemorrhage  for  the 
5  or  6  preceding  hours,  which  still  continued. 
The  OS  uteri,  at  this  time,  was  high  up,  and  not 
more  dilated  than  the  size  of  a  shilling;  it  was 
hot)  thick,  and  unyielding,  but  the  membranes 
were  pressing  firmly  against  it.  They  were 
punctured,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  waters 
came  away;  which,  although  it  controlled,  did 
not  altogether  put  a  stop  to  the  hsemorrliage, 
as  a  slight  draining  was,  at  intervals,  observed. 
In  three  hours  afterwards,  it  was  found,  ihalb  the 
labour  had  advanced  considerably ;  the  os  irteti 
was  now  soft;  relaxed,  and  nearly  fully  dilated; 
and  the   shoulder   was    found    presenting;      The 
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kandr  ms  passed  with  great  difficulty,  and  the 
child' ^ttumed;  it  was  dead,  and  seemed  to  have 
tie^ii:  »Q  for  some  time.  During  the  delivery,  a 
ksgeirquantity  of  dotted  and. fluid  blood  escaped 
fima/.tha  uterus.  :The  plaqsnta.came  away*  imr 
mediately,  and  the  uterus  seemed  to  contract 
fii^nfy  asid  regiilarly  v  Btill  a  sl^ht  obzing  of  blood 
<)Miti|tUBd^'  which  it  was  found  impossible  to  stop^ 
and  under  which  she  sank.' 

^JQte  inspectuig'the  uterus  after  death,  a  laceration 
was  discovered,  at  its  anterior  part^  towards,  the 
left; :  side^  extending  nearly  two  inches  from  the 
mouth  towards*  its  body.  There  was.  not  any 
laceration  of  the  peritoneal  covering,  but  blood 
had  iQsiiittated  itself  between  this  and  the  substance 
i^the  Uterus.    It  was  hep  9th  child. 

r  N<h  46.^ — This  patient  had  the  hand  and  arm 
firiitAided'  on  admission;  the  waters  had  beet 
dtaeharged  half  an  hour,  previously.  There  was 
tildef^  or  no  uterine  action,  and  the  diild  was 
instsntly  tiilmed.  -^^f 

-•f'Hiok  18.-^The  arm  was  found  presenting  iiii>- 
Mdiately  on  the  rupture  of  the  membranes ;  the 
i^hiU'waa  turned  without  delay,  as  there  was  suf- 
ficsent  dilatation  of  the  mouth  of  the  womb. 
'>r;No..t9-r---'The  elbow  presented  on  the . discharge 
•fodie^:* waters.  The -child  was  turned;  it  died 
]9:iiaa<h6ur  tad  ahalf^  < 
'u\lSo.   Wi^^*On  •examination  an '  hour  and  a  half 
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after  admissioii,  the  hand  and  arm  were  found 
presenting ;  the  parts  being  tolerably  dilated,  the 
child  was  turned.  .  -; 

No*  21. — On  admission  the  hand  and  arm  were 
found  in  the  vagina ;  the  child  was  turned,  it  was 
afterwards  necessary  to  lessen  the  head. 

No.  22. — The  shoulder,  on  examination,  was 
found  at  the  brim  ci  ike  pelvis ;  the  waters  had 
been  7  hours  discharged,  but  there  had  been  little 
or  no  uterine  action.  The  os  uteri  being 
tolerably  well  dilated,  and  relaxed,  the  hand  waa 
passed,  and  the  child  turned.  There  was  a  good 
deal  of  trouble  in  getting  away  the  head.  The 
child  was  still-born. 

No.  23. — This  woman  was  admitted  reported 
to  have  been  1 8  hours  in  labour ;  tiie  membranes 
had  been  12  hours  ruptured.  The  arm  was  in 
the  vagina ;  the  child  was  turned  without  difficulty, 
there  being  no  uterine  action. 

No.  24. — This  was  the  second  child  in  a. twin 
case ;  it  presented  with  the  arm  half  an  houlf 
after  the  birth  of  the  first,  and  was  turned. 

No.  25. — This  patient,  for  two  hours  aftar 
admission  had  no  labour  pains,  and  when  examinedt 
the  arm  was  foimd  presenting;  the  funis  was 
prolapsed,  and  pulsating  strongly.  The  child 
was  speedily  turned,  but  there  was  considerable 
delay  in  delivering  the  head,  owing  to  the  badly 
dilated  condition  of  the  external  parts.   :  Though 
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the  heart's  action  kept  up  for  half  an  hour  after 
delivery,  respiration  cotdd  not  be  established. 

No.  26. — The  arm  and  shoulder  presented  ;  the 
child  was  turned,  not  without  difficulty,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  uterus  being  firmly  contracted 
on  the  body. 

No.  27.— The  hand  and  arm  presented  imme- 
diately on  the  rupture  of  the  membranes ;  the 
child  was  turned. 

No.  29. — This  was  the  2d  child  in  a  twin  case  ; 
it  presented  with  the  arm  an  hour  after  the  birth 
of  the  first,  and  was  turlied. 

No.  30. — On  the  rupture  of  the  membranes,  the 
hand  presented  ;  the  child  was  instantly  turned. 

No.  32. — This  was  a  premature  birth  at  the 
8th  month ;  the  arm  presented ;  the  child  was 
turned. 

No.  33. — When  this  woman  was  admitted,  the 
hand  and  arm  were  found  in  the  vagina  ;  the  waters 
had  been  12  hours  discharged.  The  uterus  was 
firmly  contracted,  and  the  external  parts  badly 
dilated,  affording  much  obstruction  to  the  turning 
and  subsequent  delivery  of  the  child ;  it  was 
still-bom  ;  about  the  8th  month. 

No.  34. — Shortly  after  admission  the  waters 
came  away,  and  the  hand  presented.  Turning 
WM  effected  with  ease,  and  the  child  was  expelled 
by  uterine  action. 

No.   35. — The    left   elbow   and    shoulder   pre- 
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sented;    the   waters   ha^   drained   off   some   time 
before,  which  rendered  turning  rather  difficult. 

No.  36. — The  left  arm  and  shoulder  presented  ; 
the  child  was  turned ;  there  was  some  delay  in  de- 
livering the  head,  the  bones  of  which  were  much 
compressed. 

For  the  particulars  of  three  cases  of  arm  presen- 
tation, viz.  Nos,  38,  39,  40,  where  the  children 
were  turned,  see  article  on  Twins,  Nos.  1,  8,  and 
81. 

Such  is  a  brief  outline  of  the  thirty-three  cases 
of  shoulder  or  arm  presentation,  where  delivery 
was  eflfected  by  turning.  In  their  detail,  I  avoided 
the  frequent  repetition  of  the  state  of  the  os  uteri 
and  soft  parts,  as  the  circumstances,  so  fully  stated 
in  the  preceding  observations,  invariably  guided  us, 
as  to  the  propriety  of  proceeding  with  the  operation. 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  six  cases  where 
delivery  was  accomplished  by  breaking  up  the 
thorax : — 

No.  4. — This  patient  was  admitted  in  labour  of 
her  9th  child,  between  the  7tii  and  8th  month'  of 
pregnancy.  The  waters  had  been  several  hours 
discharged;  the  funis  was  prolapsed  and  without 
pulsation ;  the  presenting  part  could  not  be  felt. 
She  remained  in  this  state  for  20  hours,  without 
pain,  after  which  the  uterus  began  io  act,  and  on 
examination,  the  arm  and  shoulder  were  found  low 
in  the  pelvis,  and  putrid.      The   arm,  with   slight 
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exertion,  separated  from  the  body ;  the  breech  was 
then  brought  down,  but  in  the  delivery  of  the 
head,  it  separated,  owing  to  its  extreme  state  of 
putrescence.  The  mouth  of  the  womb,  at  this 
period  of  gestation,  not  being  easily  dilated,  con- 
siderable difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  the 
head  out  of  the  uterus.  It  was  at  length  broken 
up  with  the  fingers,  and  some  of  the  bones  brought 
away,  before  it  was  finally  extracted.  The  placenta 
came  away  before  the  head  was  delivered.  She 
left  Hospital  on  the  17th  day. 

No.  7. — Was  admitted  with  the  uterus  ruptured, 
and  the  arm  protruding.  See  particulars  on  Rupture 
of  Uterus,  No.  1 .     Recovered. 

No.  8. — Pelvis  deformed ;  2^  inches  from  pubes 
to  sacrum.     See  Rupture  of  Uterus,  No.  3. 

No.  17. — Was  sent  from  the  county  of  Meath 
with  the  arm  protruding  from  the  vagina ;  in  which 
state  it  had  been  for  the  last  14  hours;  it  was 
much  swollen,  the  skin  purple,  and  the  cuticle 
separated  in  some  places.  The  thorax  and  body 
were  very  low,  and  impacted  firmly  in  the  pelvis ; 
the  foetal  heart  had  ceased  to  pulsate.  The  thorax 
was  immediately  perforated,  and  its  contents,  as 
also  those  of  the  abdomen,  removed ;  the  breech 
was  then  carefully  brought  down,  with  the  crotchet, 
aided  by  the  fingers,  and  the  delivery,  without 
further  trouble,  concluded. 

She    had   been    attended   by   two    practitioners 
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for  a  considerable    time    before    she  was    sent   to 
Hospital. 

No.  31. — On  admisrfon,  the  hand  was  found  in 
the  vagina,  with  a  large  portion  of  the  fiinis  pro- 
lapsed ;  it  was  putrid.  The  thorax  was  lessened, 
.and  the  breech  brought  down. 

No.  37. — The  elbow  presented;  the  os  uteri 
dilated  to  little  more  than  the  size  of  a  shilling,  and 
the  waters  discharged.  The  festal  heart's  pulsation 
could  not  be  detected.  In  three  hours  after,  the 
OS  uteri  having  become  considerably  dilated  and 
relaxed,  it  was  attempted  to  turn  the  child,  (as  it 
was  supposed  possible,  its  position  might  have 
prevented  the  heart's  action  being  heard ;)  tbi^, 
however,  was  found  impracticable  without  using 
unjustifiable  force^  so  rigid  was  the  contraction  of 
the  uterus  on  the  child's  body.  On  introducing 
the  hand,  the  funis  was  pulseless  and  flaccid.  The 
thorax  was  now  perforated,  and  delivery  thus 
completed,  which  required  two  hours  and  a  half 
of  active  and  diligent  exertion.  She  recovered 
without  an  unfavourable  symptom. 

No.  28. — The  breech  descended  with  the  arm. 
The  child  was  putrid,  at  the  Gth  month. 

The  above  is  a  concise  statement  of  the  most 
important  particulars  of  all  the  shoulder  or  arm 
presentations  met  with  in  the  Hospital  diiring  a 
period  of  seven  years.  The  reader  will  be  thus 
enabled  to  form  his  own  conclusions,  both  as  to  the 
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practice  adopted  in  each  case,  and  also  the  general 
result. 

The  following  Tables  shew  the  age  of  the  pa- 
tient, the  length  of  time  in  labour,  and  whether  it 
have  been  a  first  or  subsequent  pregnancy. 

Table  shewing  age  of  patients  ;  thus :  2  werjB  20 
years  of  age,  and  so  on. 


Ag«, 

•20 
2 

22 

1 

id 
1 

24 
4 

25 
4 

26 
2 

27 
2 

•28 

4 

•2S 
2 

30 
6 

32 
2 

34 
2 

36 
8 

36 
4 

43 
1 

No.ofPWieaU, 

Table  shewing  the  length  of  time  in  labour ; 
thus  1  was  i  an  hour  and  so  on.  For  duration  of 
labour  in  15  of  the  40  cases,  see  cases  detailed. 
This  may  be  done  by  reference  from  the  general 
table. 


Hoon  in  Labour, 

i 
1 

1 
6 

2 
6 

3 

1 

4 
3 

5 
3 

8 

1 

9 

1 

18 
1 

24 
T 

30 

1 

46 
1 

No.  of  Pati«uU, 

Table   shewing   if  it  be   a  first  or  subsequent 
pregnancy ;    thus :    7  were   first  pregnancies,    and 


so  on. 


No.  of  Pregnancy, 

1 
7 

2 

6 

3 
10 

4 

5 

5 
1 

6 
4 

7 
4 

8 

1 

9 

2 

No.  of  Women, 

,  The  general  table  will  be  found  to  afibrd  matter 
for  many  interesting  calculations.  In  the  column 
indicating  the  life  or  death  of  the  child,  the  figure 
1  sh^ws  it  to  have  been  born  alive,  the  letter  D 
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still-born,  and  the  letters  Dp  putrid.  Where  the 
number  of  hours  in  labour  is  not  here  stated,  on 
referring  to  such  case  by  number,  all  the  particu- 
lars can  be  ascertained. 
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ON  HEMORRHAGES. 


UNAVOIDABLE  HAEMORRHAGE. 

In  treating  of  this  most  important  and  interesting 
subject,  I  shall,  for  the  present,  confine  myself  to 
the  consideration  of  those  haemorrhages  occurring, 
previous  to  delivery,  during  the  last  three  months  of 
gestation.  Here  the  admirable  practical  distinction 
made  by  Mr  Rigby  of  Norwich,*  into  unavoidable 

•  Until  Levtet  in  1756  described  the  placenta  as  being 
attached  to  the  os  uteri,  the  true  cause  of  this  haemorrhage  was 
nnkniowtt.  Practitioners,  previous  to  this,  supposed,  when 
they  Ibund  the  placenta  at  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  that  it  had 
been  separated  either  from  the  fundus  or  sides,  and  had  fallen 
down  by  its  own  gravity.  Smellie  records  some  cases  where 
the  placenta  was  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  womb. 

Doctor  Hunter,  in  his  matchless  engravings  of  difierent 
views  of  the  gravid  uterus,  has  one,  in  which  the  placenta  was 
found  at  the  os  uteri. 

Mr.  Rigby  was  however  the  first  English  author,  who  fully 
established  this  most  important  practical  distinction  in  the 
treatment  of  uterine  haemorrhages ;  although  Levrct  had,  many 
years  before,  published  a  somewhat  similar  statement. 
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and  accidental^  must  never  be  lost  sight  of;  as 
it  is  only  by  being  enabled  to  refer  the  discharge 
to  one  or  other  of  these  sources,  that  we  pan 
decide  on  the  proper  method  of  treatment.  Mr. 
Rigby  describes  those  haemorrhages  as  unavoidable, 
which  are  caused  by  a  separation  of  the  placenta 
when  placed  directly  over,  or  with  an  edge  at  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  ;  such  as  are  the  consequence 
of  a  separation  of  the  placenta  from  any  other 
part  of  the  uterus^  he  designates  accidental. 
Twentyfour  cases  of  haemorrhage  previous  to 
the  birth  of  the  child,  occurred  in  the  Hospital 
during  my  mastership  ;  eleven  from  the  unavoidable, 
and  thirteen  from  the  accidental  cause.  The 
attachment  of  the  placenta  to  the  mouth  of  the 
womb  is  one  of  the  most  dangerous  complications 
to  be  met  with  in  the  practice  of  midwifery ;  and 
although  the  mode  of  delivery  to  be  adopted,  in 
the  great  majority  of  such  cases,  is  now  well 
known,  yet  to  decide  upon  the  exact  time  when, 
interference  becomes  admissable,  upon  which  so 
constantly  depends  the  patient's  safety,  requires 
much  practical  experience  and  mature  judgment. 
This  description  of  haemorrhage  is  justly  called 
unavoidable,  as  it  is  impossible  for  the  mouth 
of  the  womb  to  become  so  much  dilated  as 
to  permit  the  passage  of  the  child,  without 
producing  more  or  less  separation  of  the  placenta, 
and    consequent    h2emorrhago.      It    is    extremely 
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rare     to    meet    with    a    total    separation    of    the 
placenta. 

Doctor  Clarke  informed  me  that  he  met  with 
but  one  case  of  total  separation,  the  patient  was 
dying  before  he  reached  the  house. 

I  had  one  very  extraordinary  case,  (which  is 
here  recorded,)  where  the  placenta  was  expelled 
a  considerable  time  before  the  birth  of  the  child, 
and  previous  to  the  patient's  admission  into 
Hospital. 

I  have  seen  the  haemorrhage  as  profuse,  where 
there  was  merely  a  portion  of  its  edge  detached, 
as  where  the  great  bulk  was  separated  ;  we  cannot, 
therefore,  from  this,  judge  of  the  danger,  neither 
can  we  estimate  it  from  the  quantity  of  blood 
discharged,  as  one  patient  will,  with  impunity, 
bear  a  loss  of  blood,  that  would  prove  fatal 
to  another;  besides  there  might  be  internal 
haemorrhage  to  an  alarming  extent ;  it  is  only 
by  carefiiUy  watching  the  effect  produced  on  the 
system  at  large,  that  we  can  be  safely  directed. 
In  some  cases,  which  are  the  most  pregnant 
with  danger,  the  discharge  comes  on  suddenly 
and  with  violence,  and  does  not  subside  until 
the  patient  be  delivered,  or  death  take  place ; 
such,  however,  is  not  of  common  occurrence ; 
more  generally  it  comes  on  slowly,  and  will  be 
observed  to  recur  periodically,  even  for  weeks, 
previous  to  its  becoming  necessary  to  effect  del 
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Whenever  haemorrhage  is  met  with  to  any  ex- 
tent, in  the  last  three  months  of  pregnancy,  it 
is  impossible  to  be  too  watchftil  of  our  patient ; 
as  we  know  not  the  moment  it  may  become  so 
profiise  as  greatly  to  endanger  life ;  we  shoiltd 
therefore,  in  all  such  cases,  put  the  friends  on 
their  guard  in  order  that  no  time  may  be  lost  in 
giving  notice  to  the  medical  attendant,  should 
any  increase  of  the  discharge  take  place.*  In 
such  cases,  when  danger  is  threatened^  we  should 
never  neglect,  in  the  first  instance,  making  a 
vaginal  examination,  to  ascertain  if  there  be  any 
portion  of  the  placenta  attached  to  the  os  uteri; 
as  this  being  the  case  or  otherwise  must  in  a  great 
measure  direct  our  future  proceedings.  Where 
the  loss  is  considerable,  and  the  os  uteri  so 
situated  as  not  to  be  reached  by  an  ordinary 
Examination  with  the  finger,  the  hand  should  be 
carefully  introduced  into  the  vagina,  and  thus  we 
can  scarcely  fail  to  discover  the  nature  of  the  case. 
It  is  also  of  advantage  to  observe  if  the  discharge 
of  blood  be  increased  with  each  labour  pain  which 
is  almost  invariably  the  case,  where  the  placenta 
presents;  whereas  if  it  be  not  so  situated,  the 
haemorrhage  will,  at  such  times,  be  diminished. 

*  Blood  lost  near  the  fiill  period  of  pregnancy,  prodiioei 
much  more  debility  than  in  the  earlier  months.  It  is  very  rave 
to  meet  with  haemorrhage  proving  fatal  before  the  ^ixth  month 
of  gestation,  when  properly  treated,  though  often  profuse. 
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We  very  seldom  meet  with  unavoidable  haemorrhage 
before   the  sixth  month  of  pregnancy;  it  is   not 
until   the  cervix  uteri  begins   to   distend  freely, 
and  the  changes  that  take  place  previous  to  the 
approach    of   labour,    commence,    any    suspicious 
symptoms  are  observed;  consequently  it  will  be 
in  the  last  three  months   of  utero-gestation,  that 
haemorrhage  of  this  nature  will  be  found  to  occur. 
The  nearer  the  patient  approaches  the   full  time, 
without  the  loss  becoming  so  alarming  as  to  render 
delivery   imperative,    the    less   danger    is    to    be 
apprehended ;  as  the  mouth  of  the  womb  and  soft 
parts  will  much  more  readily  admit  of  the  intro- 
duction  of  the  hand,  having  naturally   undergone 
a  gradual  process   of   relaxation,  and  dilatation ; 
the  risk,  in  a  great  measure,  depending  on   the 
state  of  these   parts  previous  to  proceeding  with 
the  delivery.     I  know  of  no  circumstance  so  m/uch 
to  be  dreaded  as  the  forcible  introduction  of  the 
hand  where  the  parts  are  in  a  rigid  or  unyielding 
state ;     for    although    turning    the    child    is    the 
established  and  most  desirable   practice,   yet  the 
success  of  this  operation  will  mainly   depend  on 
the  judgment  of  the  practitioner  in  selecting  the 
most   proper    and    favourable    time.      Cases   will 
happen  where  he   is   obliged   either  to   suffer  his 
patient  to  sink  from  loss  of  blood,  or  proceed  to 
deliver  when   the   parts   are   in   an  undilated  and 
rigid  state,  in  order  to  afford  her  the  only  chance 
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of  life;  but  dire  necessity  should  alone  compel 
him  to  hisLzard  the  consequences  of  such  violence.* 
We  are  well  aware  the  os  uteri  will  yieW  at  ^ 
much  earlier  period,  after  a  severe  loss  of  blood;^ 
than  <  under  other  dircumstances ;  we  are  equally 
well  aware  of  the  great  injury  Ihe  patient  sush' 
tains,  by  delaying  delivery  beyond  the  earliest 
moment  that  the  mouth  of  tiie  womb  will^  by 
gentle  efforts,  permit  the  introduction  of  ^€ 
hand ;  it  is  against  premature  mecmtres  we 
wish  to  guard  the  young  practitioner ;  as  every 
individual  of  experience  will  acknowledge  the  great 
embarrassment  he  not  unfrequently  has  laboured 
under,  in  ,de.ciding  on  the  time,  beyond  which,  to 
defer  affording  asdstance  were  timorously  to  risk 
his  patient's  safety,  and  previous  to  which,  delivery^ 
would  be  either  impracticable,  or,  if  effected  by 
violent  means,  truly  dangerous ;  for  even  a  slight 
injury  to  the  mouth  of  the  womb  will  prove  morie 
fatal,  than  an  increased  loss  of  blood,  so  long  Hk 
the  strength  can  possibly  bear  it.  Wherever  ddiay 
is  necessary  in  order  to  permit  the  os  uteri  't6 
become  relaxed,  the  greatest  attention  should  hi 
paid  to  absolute  rest  and  quietness.  The  patieiit 
should  not  be  permitted  to  talk,  but  rather '  en-* 
couraged  to  sleep,    observing  strict  coolness,  aoid 
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*  See  cases  Nos.  139,  140,  141,  142,  143,  144,  145,  14^ 
recorded  by  Dr.  Ramsbothani,  all  of  which  proved  fataj*. .  ypjf 
2d,  p.  197. 
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having  her    strength  supported   by   caid  chicken 
broth  or  beef  tea.     As  to  whether  the  hand  should 
be  passed  through  the  placenta,  or  at  its  edge,  we 
must  be  guided  by  circumstances ;   always  intro- 
4aGing<>  it,  slowly  and  gently  wherever  we  find  the 
resjgtaocf^  m  (^ppsitioB  least.  -  K  it  have  been  well 
aoapediprevioUsly,  it  will  seldom  cause  acute  pain, 
the  parts  being  relaxed  and  lubricated  by  the  dis^ 
diarge.     It  will  much  fatcilitate  the  operation  to 
have  the  hips  placed  as  near  the  edge  of  the  bed 
as    may  be,   the  nursetender   at  the    same   tune 
eleviding^  as  much  as  she    can,   the  right  knee. 
When  we  have  so  &r  succeeded  with  the  delivery 
as  to  have  got  the  feet  into  the  vagina,  the  re- 
mainder should  be  conducted  slowly,  in  order  to 
permit  the  mouth  of  the  womb  to  yield  gradually 
tn  the  passage  of  the  child's  body  and  head ;  and 
also»  to  encourage  a  regular  and  perfect  contraction 
of., the  uterus;   which  in  such  cases  is  of  the  last 
importance  to  the  welfare   of  the  patient.      Too 
much  care  cannot  be  observed  to  prevent  loss  of 
Uood  after    delivery ;    even  a  slight  subsequent 
discharge   is  mudh  to  be    dreaded.      In   another 
place    we   shall   treat  fully    of  the   means  to  be 
adopted  for  its  prevention. 

It  occasionally  happens  that  a  large  quantity  of 
blood  collects  in  the  uterus,  previous  to  delivery, 
which,  if  not  removed,  keeps  this  organ  distended, 
and  thus'  creates  a  tendency  to  hsemorrhage  ;  should 
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this  be  the  case,  the  cautious  introductioii  oft  the 
hand  immediately  after  the  Urth.of  the^^childy  w3i 
be  found  the  best  means  of  counteradkig  itr 

Of  eleven  cases  of  unavoidable  hssmocrhage  ^amt 
with  in  the  Hospital,  eight  of  the  children  ftm^ 
feeMed'  naturaEy;  four  of  which  were-  turMd) 
Whe  was  delivered  -by  the  natural  e&rts ;  one  wiih 
die  forceps ;  and  in  the  other  te;a  the  head  wtt 
lessened.  Of  the  remaining  Aree,  i2£?o^preseBfeed 
with  the  feet,  and  4me  with  the  breech.  Six  ^ 
the  children  were  born  alive.  Of  the  5  stiU-bora, 
two-'weite  putrid.  Two  of  the  women,  where v the 
otnldren  were  turned,  died ;  all  the  rest  i^ecovered. 
It  will  be  seen  that  delivery  was  effeeted  by  a 
variety  of  meanSk* 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  four  cases  where 
turning  was  resorted  to.  .    ^     -   ■  i-^ 

No;  4.^^M.  C,  aged  23,  was  admitted  in  labour 
of  her  7th  child  at  the  foil  time.  It  was  r^mafked 
ihat  she  looked  pale  and  weakly  ;  shortly  after  she 
came  in,  she  had  a  labour  pain,  which  Was  a0^ 
companied  by  an  immense  dash  of  blodd.    •'  OA 

^  Doctor  Clarke  met  with  Jimr  pbupenta  presentations  dutiat 
his  Mastership ;  one  was  a  case  of  first  pregnancy  ;.oiM(.OQQi^ri!ai^ 
in  the  6th,  and  one  in  the  8th  month ;  another  had  a  defective 
pelvis,  the  head  of  the  foetus  was  perforated.  One  of  the  ibtir 
]iatients  died,  viz.  the  woman  in  her  first  pregomoy*  la  lli# 
three  first  mentioned  cascs«  the  I^J>our  was  fqree<|« .  Bee  Tof^ 
actions  of  the  Association  of  the  College  of  Physicians  in 
DnMti,  VoLL  •-^i"^ 
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any  BBR  ias§  ml    iumc.      j: 


She 

(eicii  eoDtaKar  Si*  dmM  4c  t]&eiic>>-   a:  oBnmL. 

in  Older  toponzre  7>ese.     Ht!:  ^aiiic   s  naiit 

BlilMMinL 

This  woBOB  hftd  becsL   m   ^ik-   HuOTiai. 

hsviae  £  oac  laiKr  kis  a  u 

aMe  quiititT  of  faiood.      Ti 

ceased,   and   she    retsmai   i 

mained  free  bam  it  tat  «0Be  iz2m.      S^ 

considerable  loss  of  UckmL  hcwert?.  icr  isbt 
days  pireoeding  her  last  ^moaso 

charged  well  on  die  17di  day. 

No.  34^ — ^W.  S.  was  ^^nntt^ 
Nov.  12di.  She  had  been  shedding  ocxaBoaafir 
ton  5  days  before,  which  rednoed  her  to  a  £tase  of 
great  debility.  There  was  no  hannorrhage  on  her 
admission,  bat  on  examination,  the  placenta  was 
fbond  at  the  month  of  die  womb,  which  was  not 
more  dilated  dian  the  size  of  half-a-crown,  widi 
Its  edge  thick  bat  not  very  rigid.  As  die  dis- 
diarge  had  ceased,  and  her  strengdi  was  rnndi 
exhausted,  she  was  ordered  to  be  kept  perfieedy 
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cool  and  quiet,  to  have  some  cold  chicken ''brorth. 
About  an  hour  and  a  half  after,  suddenly,  tiie 
most  profuse  hiemcNrrhage  set  in,  so  much  so,'  (hiiit 
in  two  or  three  minutes,  the  blood  ims  ninniBg 
in  every  direction  over  the  edge  of  the  be^;  (Ms 
was  consequent  on  some  slight  uterine  acticm. 
There  being  no  chance  of  life  widioiit  spe^^ 
delivery,  we  determined  to  make  the  attempt, 
though  the  parts  were  badly  prepaired;  ai^cord- 
ingly,  the  hand  was  very  slowly  tad  cautiously 
introduced,  and  the  feet  brought  down  with  little 
exertion ;  the  uterus  acted  strongly,  and  felt '  weil 
contracted  after  delivery.  The  placenta'  :ctane 
away  with  the  child.  (5reat  debility  iu^ceedfed 
the  operatioii,  with  a  slight  discharge  of  blood  at 
interval^ ;  and  on  examining  an  ~  hour  after, '  a 
laceration  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  anteriorly- and 
to  the  right  dde  was  discovered,  coinmenciiig^  lat 
its  junction  with  the  vagina  and  extending"  ixp- 
ward^.  She  died  shortly  afterwards.  It  wad*  her 
4th  child — a  girl  (living). 

Dissection  verified  the  result  of  iJie  vaghial'ei- 
amination. 

No.  77. — A.  B.  arrived  at  her  full  time.  TTiiHiy 
hours  after  admission,  had  a  copious  disChiorge' ^6f 
blood;  there  had  been  little  or  no  uterine  actj«f^. 
The  vagina  was  found  full  of  clotted  blood,  the^% 
uteri  high  up  and  little  dilated,  but  tt  ttte  'saibe 
time  relaxed  and  thin.     The  hand  was  passed  Up 
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carefiiUy,  axul  a  lurge  portion  of  placenta  was  found 
at  the  mouth  of  the  womb ;  the  os  uteri  yiekled 
readily,  and  the  feet  of  a  living  child  were  brought 
jdomi^  wiUK>ufe  difl^culty.  The  placenta  was  per- 
mitted to  remain  for  ai^  hpur  in  the  vagina,  when 
.  it  was  es^p^Ued ;  for  half  ap  hour  after  she  remained 
4|iiiet  and  easy,  when  prpfuse  haemorrhage  came  on, 
which  continued  for  nearly  an  hour  and  a  half,  in- 
-  ducing  a  state  of  extr^ine  exhaustion. 

.  rTbe  haiid  was  twice  introduced  to  excite  uterine 
4ustion ;  cold  applications  and  cordials  actively  em- 
ploy^ and  the  uterus  at  the  same  time  kept  firmly 
ooiqapressed  by  the  hand.  On  the  subsidence  of 
the  haranorrhage,  it  required  more  than  100  drops 
of  tincture  of  opium,  in  divided  doses,  to  procure 
regt.     She  left  Hospital  well  on  the  I6th  day. 

No.  89- — S.  T.  was  sent  to  Hospital  in  conse- 
quence of  haemorrhage  at  the  full  period  of  gesta- 
tion.;, the  discharge  was  checked  shortly  after 
admission  by  the  ordinary  means,  and  for  two  days 
there  was  not  any  return,  nor  was  there  any 
uterine  action.  At  the  close  of  the.  2d  day, 
another  flow  of  blood  came  on,  unattended  by 
pain ;  the  os  uteri  was  too  high  to  be  reached  by 
.  the;  finger  ;  and  as  the  patient  was  becoming  weak, 
the  hand  wa^  passed  into  the  vagina,  when  the 
..mcHith  of  the  womb  was  found  dilated  to  the  size 
of  a  half-crown^  and.  rigid,  with  the  placenta  &t- 
tac)i^  firmly  over  it.     As  it  was  impossible  then 
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to  deliver  without  injury^  slight  oordiaU' were 
giren,  which  revived  the  patient;  the  rdisofaarge 
ceased;  an  opiate  was  administer ed^  foUowied^ by 
six  hours  sleep.  The  hdemoirhage  again  retnrMd 
to  a  more  alarming  degree,  and  still  without  utermp 

action ;  the  os  uteri  being  now  su£Sk;ientiy  dilate4» 
the  hand  was  passed  through  the  placenta^  and  a 
living  child  extracted  by  the  feet»  Hie*  plaeinta 
which  was  adherent  was  brought  awsy  immediately 
after.  The  uterus  contracted  well,  still  a  drain- 
ing continued  for  some  time,  which  was  stopped 
by  the  introduction  of  cold  cloths  into  the  vagina. 
Tliough  stimulants  were  freely  given  she  died  «i 
half  an  hour. 

On  dissection  tiie  intestines  were  found  qadte 
blanched;  there  was  a  slight  roughness  of  the  ds 
uteri  at  one  spot ;  it  did  not  seem,  howev^r^  in- 
jured by  the  deliver y^  :  n  ?, 

Such  were  the  cases  of  unavoidable  haemorrhage 
where  delivery  was  accomplished  by  turnings '  A€|o 
of  whidi  proved  fatal;  one  from  laceration  of  .the 
uterus,  and  the  other  from  the  effects  of  the 
hemorrhage  both  before  and  after  the  birth  of*  the 
child.  In  both,  it  was  necessary  to  interfere  und^r 
unfavourable  circumstances. 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  Jbur  remauBng 
cases  where  the  presentation  was  natural*  >  <( 

No.  72.— T.  P.  admitted  at  her  ftiUtime.  Bbd 
several  attacks  of  httmorrhage  previously  ;  howevier 
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by  observing  sti^kt  co6lness  and  quietness  it  did 
not  return  to  any  alarming  extent,  though  she  had 
oecaskffiial  discharges  of  blood,  which  for  two  hours 
l«lbrd  delivery  increatedy  yet  not  to  sudi  a  de^ 
giiee-as' to  require  interference.  The  edge  of  the 
|>laieeilta  was  cBstinctly  to  be  felt  at  the  month  of 
the^woodK 

Her  chiid  was  expelled  Ulive. 

No;  IT^— B.  G,  was  admitted  in  labour  of  her 
2d  chihl;  die  had  several  proAise  discharges  of 
Uood  befinre  admissioii.  The  os  uteri  was  dilated 
to*  the  siae  of  a  crown,  very  relaxed,  the  head  pre- 
senting with  the  face  fo  the  pubes,  and  the  edge 
of  the  placenta  distinctly  to  be  felt.  The  discharge 
having  ceased,  we  resolved  to  wait  the  effects  pro- 
duced by  the  pains ;  it  returned  however  at  inter? 
vals  lor  the  next  two  hours  and  a  half,  particularly 
during  a  pain.  The  head  had  now  descended  low, 
dbe  ear  eould  be  felt,  and  the  os  uteri  and  soft 
pttrta  trere  well  dilated.  The  forceps  were  applied, 
and  die  chiM  brought  away  without  much  difficulty. 
^Ifewas  about  the  8th  month,  and  the  child  was  small. 
Sodi  motlier  and  child  left  Hospital  well  on  the 
^I5tii  day. 

No.  50. — T.  O.  at  her  full  time ;  was  admitted 

i^eported  to  have  had  frequent  disdiarges  of  blood 

for   8  days  previous,  always  increased  when   the 

usferus  acted;  she  had  no  loss  or  pain  for  10  hours 

after  admis^n ;  when  the  pains  set  in  he^joiprrhage 
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When  the  placenta  was  examined,  one  half  of 
it  was  found  much  altered  in  structure ;  containing 
large  and  whitish  masses,  resembling  fat,  or  lymph 
highly  organised.  The  child  was  putrid,  about 
the  7th  month ;  the  circidation  between  it  and  the 
placenta  must  have  been  destroyed  for  many  days. 
''  In  the  following  case  tibe  bt eech  prei^ented  r^^  \ 
V  No.  83. — M.  P.  come  to  her  ftill  tiirie  •;  •  wwi 
several  hours  in  labour  berfore  admisBioiL  itiwle 
stated  that  she  had  had  a  copious  loss  ^of  blood  ^rfrom 
the  time  she  came  in  the  uterine  adion  was  trU&ag^ 
and  the  heemorrhage,  though  frequemt,  not  sudh 
as  to  excste  uneasiness.  The  midwife  in  attendane^ 
thought  she  felt  the  membranes  pardy  protrwleNi 
into  \  the  vagina.  When  we  were  called  to  see 
bery' we  found  the  edge  of  the  placenta  afr  the 
mo^th  of  the  womb,  and  the  membranes  protriidin^. 
On  rupturing  the  membranes,  the  breech  i|^e- 
'Sented ;  the  finger  was  passed  into  the  grdin;  b(qA 
it -was  slowly  brought  down  to  the  perin«dtfm,'aild 
was  iftiortly  after  expelled  by  uterine  action.  The 
child  "wai^  born  alive. 

I  have  thus  given  an  accurate  statement  of  ikte 
eleven  cases  of  unavoidable  hasmorrhage  met  wiAi 
out  of  16,414  deliveries. 

^  By  referring  to  the  table  on  hsemorriiages, 
further  information  as  to  the  age  of  the  patient^ 
the  length  of  time  each  was  in  labour,  wi&inmy 
other  interesting  particulars  may  he  asccfrtainedv  *  • 


.  I    % 


105 


^  '        I 


I      i 
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I  shall. now T make-  some  observations  on  aoctdental 
faBmorrliageSi  or  sueh  as  are  caused  by  a  separation 
ef  the  placenta  dfrom  ainy  part  of  the  uterus,  except 
its  moiith^  Here,  when  the  patient  is  properly 
treated,  -  ^  the  discharge  often  subsides  without 
manual  interference ;  whereas,  in  the  unavoidable 
hKODiMnrhage^  this  >  practice  would  generally  prove 
fML  Hence  we  see  the  imperative  necessity 
lor  making  ourselves  acquainted^  as  early  as 
pOBsible,  with  the  nature  of  the  hsemorrhage, 
should  it  be  to  any  alarming  extent*  It  is 
exlpremely  rare  that  life  is  much  endangered  by 
vne  attack  of  floodii^ ;  it  is  only  from  a  repetition, 
ftkat  aerious  consequences  are  to  be  apprehended. 
il  in  all  cases  where  a  woman,  during  gestation, 
is  attacked  with  flooding,  no  matter  how  trifling 
m  quantity,  she  should  immediately  be  confined 
te  the  recumbent  posture,  and  kept  perfectly  quiet 
and  cool ;  she  should  have  a  free  circulation  of 
.w  admitted  into  her  chamber ;  her  drinks  should 
he  cold,  and  cloths  soaked  in  cold  water,  and 
^yinegar  applied  to  the  external  parts.  Where 
ther^.  is  no  appearance   of  labour,   one  grain  of 


1 06  PiUCTlGAL   OB^SBrVAHJIONS   ^ , 

the  watery  extract  of  opium  will  often  be  fpuud 
serviceable   in  procuring    ^eep,  which  =  ia    cff  ^o 
miieh    advimts^ei    both    in    order  to    chee)^  <^bi3^ 
discharge,   and  lessen  tlie   excitement  which^  iti^: 
presence  generally  produces.      It  is   $eldom . ;  adr  ^ 
visable  to  bleed,  in  haemorrhages  occurring  during 
the.i'ihree  last  months  of .  gest^tsioi^ ;^  a^.  Jit,  i^;  not 
followed  by  the  same  good  effects  ta^  in  -(he  ^a^lier 
monihs;  besides^  the  great;  dni^eir  p^  tl^p.los9  be- 
coming profiise^   almost;  forbids,  the    reiiLo;val ,  of 
blood  by   other  means.     .  A .  i  gentle  apisrieat,   {i$^ 
the  Infusion  of  Roses  with  Epspm  S^lts  p7op<;»:1ioned 
to  the  necessity  of  the  case,   strongly  acid^l^t^d- 
with.  sulphuric:  acid,   should  be   given  where  :the 
bowels  are  constipated. 

a  Such  are  the  means  ordinarily  resorted  ^to^  <^d 
generally  with  'Success,  where  steadily  persey^^ed. 
im  Should  they  fail  in  arresting  the  h9amoi:rhag^^ 
itiffwill  be  found,  that  rupturing  the  ^aembrane^ 
as  recommended  by  most  writers,  will  rar^^y  dist^ 
apf36int  our  expecta^tions.  I  have  almost  inv^rial^ly , 
found  it  a  safe  and  effectual  expedient 

Doctor.  Burns,  speaking  of  the  treatment  qf 
hseimorrhages,  where  the  membranes  are  fojuUEic|[j 
at  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  says,  ^^  The  >l;ia![id, 
previously  lubricated,  is  to  be  slowly, ;  and  <  gentry, 
introduced  completely  into  the  v^na.  .  I'Jjl*^, 
finger. is  to, be  introduced  into  the  03  uteri,,, ftnd, 
cautiously  moved  so  as  to  dilate  it ;  or,^  if  it  hay^< 
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already  dilate  ^  ft  litCte  more,  two  fingers  may  be  in* 
serted,  and  very  slow  and  gentle  attempts  made,  at 
short  ulteHral^  to  <fistend  it."  He  further  adds,  ''  If 
the  o»  irteri  be  soft  imd  ffliable,  and  have  already 
by ^lightf ' |mins,  been  m-  part  distended,  a  quarter: 
of  ail  hotDr/ jM^rhaps' '-'only  a  few  minutes  will  often 
b^  suffiiSent  for*  this  "putrpose;  but  if  it  have 
scarcdy  been!  affected  before,  by  pains^  and  be 
pretty'  firm,-  liiougfa  not  unyielding,  then  half  an 
hour  may  be  required.  The  os  uteri  being  suf* 
fieienily  dilated,  the  membranes  are  to  be  ruptured, 
the  hand  introduced,  the  child  slowly  turned.'* 
See  page'  324. 

Sudi  are  Doctor  Burns'  directions,  calculated, 
in  my  opinion,  to  lead  the  young  practitioner  into 
error ;  and,  as  far  as  I  am  capable  of  judging  from 
efxteAsive  experience,  only  justifiable  in  the  most 
extreme  cases  of  danger^  and  never,  until  rupturing 
the  ittembranes  has  been  found  to  fail  in  stopping 
the^^  teimorrhage.  Where  the  female  has  been 
r^dticed  by  loss  of  blood,  to  the  lowest  possible 
state,  consistent  with  safety,  before  we  are  called 
ttt  visit  her,  sttch  mectstires  indeed  may  be  justi- 
fiable; but  such  instances  will  be  found  to  be 
exceedingly  rare. 

^ '  F  kiiow  of  no  operation,  more  truly  dangerous 
both  to  mother  and  child,  than  the  artificial  dilatation 
of  the  OS  uteri  and  turning  the  child ;  and  con- 
fident I  am,  that  the  practitioner  who  adopts  such 


rtrrline  <rf  practice,  except  from  utriet  net€$sMjjlr 
iwil)  often  have  abuncUmt  cause  to  regret  )ii9i{i]rpT 

,  Doctor  Burns  adds  in  a  note  to  p.  330u  -''to 
those  cases  where  the  placenta  pr^sents^  •  faw 
Ipi^a^titioners  would  think  of  trusting  .  to  the 
crmcuation  of  the  liquor  amnii^  they  would. deliver; 
I£ithea  delivery  be  considered  as  safe  and  prc^per 
ifii  tone  species  of  flooding,  it  cannot  :be  dapgerjO^ 
in  ^  the  other  ;  and  whenever  interference  in  .  tb^ 
way  oS  operation  is  necessary,  the  security  afford<ed 
by  the  introduction  of  the  hand  will  much  mor.e 
than  compensate  for  any  additional  pain*  But 
eiven  ia  this  respect  the  two  operations  are  tittle 
different,  if  properly  performed." 

»  tWhatr^miparison,  I  would  ask^  can  hold  betwei9ii 
placenta  presentation,  and  the  great  majority ;  i^ 
$as0Q  Q&  accidental  hemorrhage  ? 
;>r.  It:isr  here  the  great  difference  betweeii  tli^ 
breatment  of  unavoidable  and  accidental  haemorrh^i^ 
fx)nsjp9ts;.  in  the,  fc^mer,  we  are  almost  alijirays 
obliged  to  force  delivery;  while  in  the  latt^f^ 
arui^uring  the  membranes,  so  as  to  bring  on  ute^i;^)^ 
actioU)  is ;  in  most  cases  sufficient.*     There  is  ^9 

**  Dr«  Merriman  states^  that  in  80  cases  in  liis  own  prdcti^, 
4)ii€^  from  the  proCase  haBmorrhage  were  vefy  alarmiogy 
rupturing  the  membranes,  in  every  instance,  caused  the  dis* 
charge  either  to  cease  entirely,  or  to  be  so  much  diminbhed  as 
to  etobui^  safety.     See  Synopsis,  p.  1 18. 

See  also  Mr  RigbyVM  casein  of  this  kind  of  flooding,' iid 


point  I  haV^  felt  96  anxious  to  impress  with 
effect  npdn  tile  pupil's  mind  as  this.  The  operation 
is  very  simple,  and  may  often  be  performed  by 
tlie  fin^^ ;  however,  where  the  os  uteri  is  high  up, 
or'the  mermbranes  are  in  a  relaxed  state,  it  may 
be  nefcessary  to  introduce  some  blunt  pointed 
iBStrmnent,  8(8  g  probe,  to  make  the  opening;  tibis 
wffl  be^  more  easily  effected  by  having  th^ 
memlHtm^es  made  tense  by  pressure  over  the 
ttferifie  tumour.  In  some  Jew  cases  where  the 
patient-  hais  had  profuse  flooding  previous  to  the 
pra«Hi^oner's  visit,  rupturing  the  membranes  will 
not  be  found  to  induce  sufficient  uterine  action  to 
exp*l  the  child  with  as  much  expedition  as  is 
desirable,  in  order  to  check  the  heemorrhage  at 
ohee;  here  should  the  head  be  high  up  in  the 
pelvis,  the  hand,  if  practicable,  must  be  introdueedi 
and  the  feet  brought  down.  Should  the  head  be 
^hih  reach  of  the  forceps,  and  the  ear  to  be 
felt  by  the  finger,  this  instrument  may  be  used 
^pnth  the  best  effect.  Where  the  death  of 
the  child  is  accurately  ascertained  by  the  stethos- 
cope, the  head  should  be  lessened  rather  than 
i^Xpose  the  mother  to  the  danger  of  turning. 
Where  the  hemorrhage  is   so  extremely   profuse 

aifl  '  described,  the   child  is  almost  invariably  still- 

» 

many  of  which  this  method  was  tried  and  always  with  coniplete 
•uceefll.-^iBrMiy  os  (/terine  Hamorrhage. 
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born.  When  the  natural  action  of  the .  uterus  is 
iknus  paralyzed  by  exhaustion^  the  pati^nt^s  s^^^ty 
much  depends  upon  the  womb  bei«ig,  e^^ptied 
slowly,  and  the  attention  paid  by  the  attepdafit  to 
promote  its  perfect  contraction^  as  also  jts.l^iiig 
kept  permanently  in  that  state;  which. : is  ,|ao  be 
^complished  by  the  careM  ^ppUci^tion  ,af  the 
binder^  in  the  manner  described  under  the  he^d 
of  hasmorrhages  occurring  after  ddivery.        :. 

Where  the  practitioner  has  been  in  attendappe 
from  the  commencement  of  the  attach  W  co^siii^r- 
ation  should  induce  him  to  suffer  his  patiei^  to 
become  so  much  reduced  by  loss  of  blood,  previous 
to  his  effecting  the  delivery;  as  the  oper^tipn 
when- resorted  to  in  proper  tune  is  comparatively 
of  no  danger.  We  should  always  deliver  where 
practioablei,  no  matter  to  what  extent  the  e^austipii 
has  fH'oceeded;  as  without  so  doing,  there  is  po 
chance  of  life.  I  have  witnessed  recoveries  truly 
miraculous,  under  such  circumstances.* 

*  I  was  called  to  a  patient  in  James's  Street,  at  two  o^elook, 
A.M.,  February  26,  1823,  who  had  been  shedding  fbr  eight 
days ;  she  was  in  such  a  state  of  extreme  debility  that  her  pulse 
was  scarcely  perceptible  at  any  time,  and  occasionally  TBiriftlied 
entirely;  her  countenance  was  anxious  and  distressed.  On 
examination  I  found  the  placenta  presenting ;  the  ob  nV&ti 
dilated  the  size  of  a  crown,  and  very  lax.  It  was  aboul  tte 
8th  month  of  her  pregnancy ;  the  hsemorrage  was  still  goihg 
on  slowly ;  all  the  clothes  about  her  were  completely  soi&«d 
with  blood.  Fearing  she  would  sink  under  the  opertetioA^  I 
required  the  presence  of  another  practitioner;  and  W^  agreed 
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Wb^e  die  iuemorrhage  has  subsided  when  we 
*flrM  see'Ae  patient,  if  the  exhaRstion  be  extreme, 
*W€f''Ahduld net  out  any  account  introduce  the  hand 
antil''^we  endeavour  to  recruit  her  strength  by 
'Mittiulailts^  as  wine^  burned  brandy,  &c. ;  as  soon 
«B  slie  shall  have  rallied  somewhat,  we  proceed  to 
deliver  ;'  and  though  the  mouth  of  the  womb  yields 
.lttii<^b  tbore  readily,  and  admits  of  the  passage  of 
the  child  with  more  ftKnUty^  at  an  earlier  stage  of 
th^  tebidUr, '  where  there  has  been  much  loss,  as 
before  noticed;  still,  delivery  with  the  female  in 
so  feeble' a  dtate,  fe  truly  precarious. 

From  what  has  been  stated  with  regard  to  Un- 
ftvoidRUe  and  Accidental  Hssmorriiage,  we  may 
oondtfde^  tiiat  where  the  placenta  is  fixed  over  or 
near  the  as  nteri^  nothing  but  delivery  will  put  a 
kMp  fo  dieldss  of  blood;  whereas,  if  the  placenta 
bi  not'  m  situated^  the  discharge  not  profuse,  and 

Qpon  inttant  delivery  as  the  only  means  of  affording,  her  even  a 
chance  of  life.  From  her  excessive  debility,  we  thought  it 
fihfipBl  impossible  she  could  live,  even  without  the  fatigue  of  an 
qyeraikm. 

After  giTing  her  the  strongest  stimulants  as  freely  as  she 
itQivid  be  jndiu^ed  to  swallow,  I  intioduced  my  hand  with  little 
.difficult,  and  brought  down  the  feet  I  waited  some  time,  aflcr 
tike  child  was  completely  turned,  and  then  brought  it  slowly 
alraQr^  The  placenta  followed  in  a  few  minutes.  By  the 
^^iligeiil  use  of  stimulants,  the  pujse  gradually  improved,  and 
^ui4he.  course  of  some  weeks  she  was  quite  restored.  The  child 
*w^  s|ill*bom*  About  18  months  after  she  had  a  premature 
bwihat the  7th  month. . 


112  PRACrrCAL    OBSBttTATfamS 


the  patient's  strength  not  much  redioioed,  we  should 
use  every  effort  to  arrest  it,  by^  liM  mcttns  eenH 
monly  recommended,  and  wait  for  nattife's  urfst- 
ance  in  the  expulsion  of  die  child.  <  If,  llowe^er, 
the  natural  efforts  be  not  likely  to  effect  tlin>  ikif  A 
reasonable  time,  and  the  strength  bfe  graduaUy 
MKng,  it  will  be  necessary  to  rapture .  iiie  mem- 
branes, and  should  this  not  succeed  in  dieckiiig 
the  haemorrhage,  we  must  deliver  by  art,  carefully 
bearing  in  mind  the  directions  laid  down  for  ^e 
successfiil  accomplishment  of  our  ofa|ject.  . 

I  would  strongly  recommend  the  medical  Mfott^ 
ant  here,  (as  indeed  in  all  cases  of  danger),  never 
to  attempt  the  operation  without  proposing  a  coq* 
sultation,  where  practicable,  and  the  case  is  svtA 
as  to  admit  of  this  delay  without  increase  of  risk. 
This  will  afford  the  friends  an  opportunity  of  satisr 
fying  themselves,  that  what  is  to  be  done  is  ne^ 
cessary  for  the  safety  of  the  patient. 

Thirteen  cases  of  accidental  haemorrhage  .oc- 
curred in  the  Hospital  during  my  residence  sfe 
Master.  In  four  of  which  the  membranes  were 
successfully  ruptured ;  three  were  delivered  l^y 
tiie  natural  efforts ;  three  by  the  crotchet ;  twb 
of  the  children  were  turned,  and  in  one  the  ffeet 
presented.  One  only  of  the  children  was  boyn 
alive  ;  /bur  were  putrid.  Two  of  the  13  woteen 
died ;  one  where  the  child  was  turned,  and  one 
where  the  head  was  lessened. 
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I  shall  give  a  brief  report  of  these  eases  sufficient 
to  shew  their  most  important  features.^ 

In  the  4  following  the  membranes  were  ruptored. 

Nob  97-— *A.  B.  having  arrived  at  her  fidl  time, 
had.  oonsiderable  hemorrhage  for  eleven  days  pre- 
vious to  admission,  by  whidi  she  was  so  muck 
exhausted,  as  to  require  stimulants  freely.  On 
examination,  the  os  uteri  was  found  relaxed,  the 

*  Mr.  Bigby  states  that  unaToidable  and  accidental  haemorrhages 
require  nearly  opposite  modes  of  treatment ;  that,  in  the  first, 
manuid  extraction  of  the  fcetus  by  the  feet,  or  fbrced  delivery,  is 
flibflolately  neeesiary  to  save  the  life  of  the  mother ;  and  that  in 
the  second  species,  such  practice  is  never  required ;  that  the 
first  is  an  occurrence  of  great  danger,  he  having  lost  nine  out  of 
34  cases ;  and  that  the  second  is  of  little  danger,  he  not  having 
lost  any  of  51  cases  which  he  records,  nor  did  he  think  it 
necessary,  in  a  single  instance,  to  force  delivery. 

Such  was  his  opinion  when  he  first  published  on  this  subject ; 
hi  later  editions  he  admits  assistance  may  be  necessary  in 
aeddeatal  haemorrhages,  although  he  adds,  **  I  have  never  met 
with  a  case  that  under  such  circumstances  required  it*'  p.  70, 
third  edition. 

'  Ten  cases  of  accidental  hsemorrhage  occurred  in  the  Dublin 

iiying-iB  Hospital,  during  Doctor  Clarke's   residence.     Four 

JMid  delivery  forced,  of  whom  one  died.     One  had  a  defective 

pelvis,  the  head  was  perforated,  the  mother  died.     One  had  a 

'triDss  pr^entation,  the  foetus  was  turned,  the  mother  died.    7W 

iiuKl  the  membranes  ruptured  at  an  early  stage  of  the  labour, 

Jboth  recovered.     Two  were  left  entirely  to  the  efforts  of  nature, 

one  died.    Hence  it  is  evident.  Doctor  Clarke  observes,  that 

^the  ten  cases.  Jour  proved  fatal  under  very  different  modes  of 

^treatmant;  trhich  result  is  entirely  at  variance  with  Mr.  Rigby's 

experience.     See  Dublin  Medical  Transactions,  Vol.  J.  p.  880. 

Doctor    Ramsbotham  records   sixteen    cases  of  accidental 

haemorrhage,  seven  of  which  proved  fiital.    Vol.  2d,  p.  143. 
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membranes  whole ;  they  were  hmnediately  riKptured ; 
the  haemorrhage  then  subsided^  a(nd  a  putirul -<diiM 
was  expelled  three  hours  afterwards. 
.  .No.  58. — rC.  D.  at  her  foU  time ;  had  consider- 
able hsemorrhage  before  admission.  The  o&'at^ri 
iand  $oft  parts  were  tolembly  well  dilated  and"  re- 
laxed^ the  membranes  were  immedia(^y  ruptured; 
and  ivkjive  miniUes  th^  chUd  was  expelled-  It  waa 
her  3d;  still-born*  The  edge  of  the  placenta  was 
to  be  felt  approaching  the  mouth  of  the  wombu  - 

No.  ^8.— £.  F.  had  hooding  for  ^ome.  h^urs ;  the 
membranes  were  ruptured;  thediddbargeceasedfiand 
in  12  hours  she  was  delivered  of  a  still-born  ekiUL 

No.  10.— -G.  H.  at  her  full  time*  The  mem- 
branes were  ruptured  in  consequence  of  seyere 
hsemorrhage ;  it  then  ceased^  and  the  child  wna  exr 
pelled  aUve  in  seven  hours. 

,   The  three  following  cases  were  left  to  the  ^ffoi^te 
of  nature. 

« 

No.  l.^-J.  K.  at  her  ftill  time;  had.  smaiit 
hsemorrhage  in  the  early  sti^e  of  Habour,.  wbi^h 
subsided  under  ordinary  treatment.  It  was  hw 
first  childi  and  was  still-born  after  a  labour  of  7.0! 
hours ;  the  head  suffered  considerable  pres3ure  iiir 
its  passage  through  the  pelvis.  . 

No.  1 2. — L.  M.  at  her  full  time.  The  haemorrhage 
was  slight;  it  was  her  11th  child;  the  breeQh>j>r(^* 
sented,  the  child  was  putrid.  She  was  seized  with 
mild  fever  after  delivfiry. 
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No.  23. — ^N.  O.  at  her  full  time.  The  heemorrhage 
was  sligfat ;  4^e  child  was  still-bom  after  a  labour  of 
six  hours. 

In  the  three  succeeding  cases  the  delivery  was 
effected  by  the  crotchet. 

No.  81. — ^D.  C.  arrived  at  her  ftdl  time.  Three 
hours  after  die  commencement  of  labour,  haemorrhage 
came  ■•  on ;  but^  for  some  time,  not  so  considerable 
as  to  alanas  the  pupils  in  attendance.  When  called 
to  visit  her,  we  fouiKl  she  had  lost  a  large  quantity 
of  bloody  followed  by  great  exhaustion.  On  ex- 
aminaftion,  the  perinseum  was  found  most  unusually 
disfe^Aded,  causied  by  an  infiltration  of  blood  into 
its  eellttkr  substance,  particularly  about  the  en- 
trance of  the  vagina.  Tb^  tumor  fbrmed  here  was 
so  large,  it  seemed  quite  impossible  for  the  head  to 
pass,  without  bursting  the  soft  parts ;  on  a  profuse 
discharge  of  blood  taking  place  it  was  diminished 
in  size,  but,  soon  regained  its  original  volume.  All 
the  ordinary  means  for  arresting  the  haemorrhage 
were  diligently  employed ;  the  membranes  were 
mptured,  but  the  debUity  becoming  alarming,  the 
head  was  lessened  and  delivery  completed  by  the 
crotchet.  The  most  liberal  use  of  stimulants  was 
required  to  prevent  her  sinking  afterwards,  also 
steady  perseverance  in  cold  applications  to  check 
the  hemorrhage. 

No.  73. — R.  S.  was  admitted  at  her  full  time 
labouring    under    severe  haemorrhage,   which   she 
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said  commenced  on  her  way  to  Hospital.  The 
uterine  action  was  very  trifling,  and  the  os  uteri 
not  more  dilated  than  the  size  of  half-^ircrown. 
Perfect  quietness  was  enjoined,  with  cold  applica^ 
tions.  The  haemorrhage  continued,  and  one  hour 
after  admission,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  rupture 
the  membranes ;  this  measure  succeeded  to  a  cerr 
tain  extent,  still  the  blood  continued  to  collect  in 
the  womb,  and  to  be  occasionally  discharged*  '  In 
four  hours  after,  great  debility  came  on,  requiring 
immediate  delivery.  The  labour  had  mad^ :  but 
little  pr<^ess  since  her  admissioaa.  The  placenta 
was  gently  removed  shortly  after  the  extractio(n  of 
the  child,  and  there  was  a  large  quantity  of  fiarmly 
dotted  blood  expelled  at  the  same  time.  She  re- 
mained extremely  feeble  for  several  hoursi  re- 
quiring stimulants  and  cordials.  She  was  giv:^ 
100  drops  of  tincture  of  opium,  in  divided  doses, 
before  the  restlessness,  which  so  frequei^tly  .^uc- 
eeeds  severe  haemorrhage,  could  be  subdued. 

No.  99, — T.  U.  was  admitted  in  the  ^ixith 
month  of  her  pregnancy,  suffering  fipom  profi)i§e 
h»morrhage,  for  which  the  membranes  had  be^n 
ruptured,  and  cold  applications  used,  with  little 
advantage.  The  os  uteri  was  very  rigid^  and  not 
more  dilated  than  the  size  of  half  a  crown.. .  Tke 
pulse  was  quick  and  feeble,  extremities  coldt..ai|d 
she  ,was  much  exhausted.  The  head  was  lespened, 
and  the  brain  cautiously  removed;  but  ff^g,\U> 
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the  very  unyielding  state  of  the  os  uteri,  it  required 
upwards  of  two  hours  gentle  exertions  to  get  the 
child  away.  The  haemorrhage  still  continuing, 
the  hand  was  passed  into  the  vagina,  to  assist 
with  the  fingers  in  the  removal  of  the  placenta; 
during  its  expulsion,  there  was  a  large  quantity 
of  coagulated  blood  discharged  from  the  uterus. 
It  JKrtr  felt*  pretty  well  contracted ;  however  the 
heemorrh^e  continued,  and  the  patient  eventually 
«uiik  in  spite  of  ail  efforts  that  could  be  made. 

The  only  morbid  appearance  was  a  number  of 
small  bodies  resembHag  hydatids  along  the  margin 
of  the  OS  uteri. 

Ib  the  two  following  cases  the  child  was  turned : — 
No.  1 1 . — ^B.  A.  at  her  fiill  time ;  had  considerable 
haemorrhage  both  before  and  after  admission ;  the 
presenting  part  could  not  be  distinguished,  it  was 
w  high.  The  pulse  was  feeble,  and  there  was 
much  general  debility. 

The  OS  titeri  being  very  lax  and  tolerably  well 
dikted,  the  hand  was  passed,  and  the  foot  brought 
'dbwn.  The  ftmis  had  been  prolapsed  for  two  days 
before  admission ;  the  child  (her  9th, )  was  quite 
jiutrid. 

'  '    No.  105. — D.  C.  at  her  full  time ;  was  brought 

'i!o'  Hospital   with   profuse  haemorrhage,  the  blood 

literally  flowing  away  from  her.     We  immediately 

Saw'  het,  and  finding  the  pulse  almost  imperceptible, 

the  bs  uteri  being  partially  dilated  and  in  a  relaxed 

state,  the  hand  was  passed  and  the  child  delivered 
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by  the  feet.  The  hand  was  introduced  immediately 
after,  for  the  removal  of  the  placenta,  the  uterus 
acted  well,  and  expelled  both.  From  the  moment 
of  her  admission,  cordials  and  stimulants  were 
freely  given ;  which,  after  delivery,  were  occa- 
sionally combined  with  opiates ;  notwithstanding 
which,  as  also  the  sedulous  application  of  cold, 
priBssure^  &c.  &c.,  a  slight  discharge  of  blockl  '<x)ii* 
tinued,  and  she  died  in  two  hourd. 

On  dissection,  the  intestines  were  found  eom^ 
l^letely  blanched ;  the  uterus  was  contracted  to  its 
ordinary  size.  On  making  a  section  of  it,  a  rent 
was  discovered  in  its  moutii,  which  was  e^videfntly 
the  cause  of  the  continued  draining.  This  injury 
no  <doubt  occurred  in  the  delivery  of  the  child, 
altiiough  it  was  effected  with  great  care^  with  tliO 
difficulty,  and  very  little  exeilion. 

In  the  following  case  the  feet  presented  : —  ^  - 
.  No.  36. — M.  W.,  aged  35,  was  adnntted,  at  her 
ftiU  time,  in  labour  of  her  9th  child ;  she  had  bee)) 
bedding  for  four  days  previous,  being  attended  by 
a  midwife.  Both  feet  and  one  hand  wer^  found 
presenting;  the  os  uteri  and  soft  parts  were  well: 
dilated ;  the  haemorrhage  continijung,  and  '  the 
patient  becoming  feeble,  th6  feet  were  brought 
down.  Great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting' 
the  head  away,  owing  to  the  face  being  turn^ 
towards  the  pubes,  and  one  arm  twisted  routid 
the  back  of  the  head.  It  was  eventually  necessary 
to  use  the  perforator. 
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ON   HiEMORRHAGE  BETWEEN  THE  BIRTH  OF 
THE  CHILD,  AND  EXPULSION  OF  THE 

AFTER-BIRTH. 


Hemorrhages,  occurring  between  the  birth  of  the 
child  and  the  expulsion  of  the  after-birth,  come 
next  under  our  notice;  and  in  commenting  on 
these,  the  necessity  of  the  judicious  treatment  of 
<iie  patient  during  the  entire  progress,  both  of 
labour  and  delivery,  cannot  be  too  strongly  insisted 
on;  inattention  to  this  point  being  too  often  the 
source  of  those  unhappy  consequences,  which 
occasionally  superrene  on  an  otherwise  favourable 
accouchement.  There  are  few  situations  where 
the  intelligent  practitioner  can  be  more  readily 
di^nguished,  than  in  the  treatment  adopted  during 
the  progress  of  labour,  and  delivery  of  the  chUd. 

As  every  circumstance  which  produces  excite- 
ment of  the  circulation  and  consequent  fatigue, 
predisposes,  in  no  small  degree,  to  the  occurrence 
of  hssmorrhage,  all  stimulants,  as  wine,  or  any 
description  of  strong  drink,  must  be  carefully 
avoided;  or,  what  is  almost  equally  injurious, 
keeping  the  patient  in  a  confined  and  heated 
atfnosphere^  or  encouraging  her  to  force  down 
strongly^  and  make  premature  exertions,  the  effect 
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of  wbjlcli  is  greatly  to  overhea,t  and*  exhfiiis.t^iei!. 
Thue  roop  should  be  kept  perfectly^  ci^l,})^  tt^^, 
free  admission  of  air ;  the  coyeriog  should  h^^  ^^Us 
the  bowels  briskly  acted  upon  j  her  BtreJ^gtb,.^QuI4« 
be  supported  by  cooling  and  mild  drink^  and  )ie^ , 
mind  kept  as  composed  as  possible.  Thesq  ap^. 
such  like  means  will  be  found  best  ^cidatted  to 
provide  against  hsemorrhage,  and  also  prpi^ote  ye,];y 
much  a  favourable  recovery  after  parturition.  j . 

The  world  is  ipuch  indebte4  to  SydpnJ^^UDO^.for 
the  adoption  of  the  cooling  mpde  of  t^atment.in 
f(pyer,  but  it  is  to  the  establishment  of  t-ying-ii^, 
Hospitals,  this  improvement  in  the  pj:^tice  pjf 
ipidwifery,  is  due.  The  above  measures .  aare .  suq^ 
as  we  would  recommend  to  be  pursued ,  from  , the 
approach  of  labour.  When  the  child  is  near  beixig 
expelled,  the  medical  attendant  has  then  a  m9^^. 
important  duty  to  perform ;  one,  which,  althougj^i^ 
simple  and  easily  accomplished,  and  at  the.saii^; 
time  warmly  urged  by  several  of  our  best.^utjhorj^, 
i^,  I  regret  to  think,  too  frequently  neglcct^i^  > 
"^he  excellent  precepts,"  Doctor  Joseph.  Clarjkf^, 
observes,  "  clearly  laid  down  by  Mr.  White  qt 
Manchester,  and  still  later  by  Doctor  Osborne  of 
tondon,  on  the  management  of  ordinary  natural 
labours,  contribute  greatly  to  the  safety  of  the 
mother  and  child."  Both  these  writers  strongly 
enforce  the  necessity  of  allowing  t^e  uterus 
gradually   to   empty  itself   during   delivery,    first. 
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by  expelling  the  head  of  the  foetus,  and  afterwards 
the  Aotdders  and  body  by  subsequent  pains, 
widr  little  or  no  aid.  Doctor  Osborne  even  advises 
the  expulsion  of  the  body  to  be  retardedy  in  order 
to  secure  a  more  perfect  contraction  of  the  uterus  ; 
this,  however,  is  seldom  if  ever  desirable,  unless, 
as  Doctor  Clarke  observes,  where  the  uterus 
shows  a  tendency  to  imperfect  action  in  expelling 
the  child. 

Doctor  Clarke  has  pointed  out  to  us  a  most 
valuable  addition  to  the  practice  stated,  in  order 
to  insure,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  complete  and 
perfect  contraction  of  the  uterus,  viz.  by  pursuingj 
with  a  hand  on  the  abdomen^  the  fundus  uteri 
in  its  contraction^  until  the  foBtus  he  entirely  ex- 
ptHed,  arid  afterwards  continuing  for  some  time 
this  pressure,  to  keep  it,  if  possible,  in  a  contracted 
state.  To  me,  this  is  a  duty,  which  experience 
hks  proved  paramount  to  most  others ;  and  one, 
the  strict  observance  of  which  can  never  be  too 
firequently  urged  on  the  attention  of  medical 
piikctitioners.  Doctor  Clarke  states  with  truth, 
that,  "labours  thus  conducted  will  be  less  likely 
to  be  followed  by  retention  of  the  placenta, 
uterine  haemorrhage,  or  after-pains.  In  short, 
the  safety,  and  speedy  recovery,  of  a  puerperal 
woman,  is  most  intimately  connected  with  the 
gradual  and  perfect  contraction  of  the  uterus." 
When  the  delivery  is  so  far  accomplished,  the 
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next  step  requiring  our .  anxioitS:  attention^  is^  the 
careful  application  of  the  binder;  as  irithoui  thia^ 
all  our  previous  efforts  must  in  a  great  meaiduite 
prove  useless,  or  insufficient  to  ensure  ik/^tate^*  of 
permanent  uterine  contraction.  l%e  metheod  ^i^ve 
pursue  is  as  follows :  as  soon  as  tiie  bead  «nd 
shoulders  are  expelled,  &e  left  hand  is  instsBltljiB 
]^4aced  on  the  abddmen,  immediately  abbve'  thb 
fundus  uteri;  thus  following  down,  by  a  steady 
pressure,  this  organ  as  it  contracts,  so  as  td  briDi^ 
it  as  low  into  the  pelvis  as  practicable,  witihoiit 
using  violence.  We '  kei^  up  this  pressure  ■mad^ 
dUigenth/  from  five  to  ten  minutes  after  the  feet 
are  expelled,  and  when  the  womb  feeb  firm  aiid; 
w.ell  eontracted,  we  make  die  nurse-tender  supply^ 
our  place,  until  the  chUd  is  separated  and,  tini) 
binder  put  on.  I^  however,  the  uterus  should^ 
not  feel  firmly  contracted  after  the  separatioa  :crfi 
the  child,  we  continue  the  pressure  with  <2ie  hand* 
fcMT  some  time  longer  until  we  have  as  iar  ;ds/ 
possible  effected  our  object;  we  liien  apply ^Ae* 
binder.  The  binder  we  use  is  simple,  always:  !to 
be  had,  and  possesses  every  desirable  advaiktage^i 
it  consists  merely  of  a  strong  double  piece  of^ 
flannel,  about  one  yard  and  a  quarter  l<mg,  and  fiill j  • 
half  a  yard  wide.  This,  for  the  first  12  hours: 
after  delivery,  answers  every  purpose  ;  and  is  .more  '■ 
easily  applied  so  as  to  make  the  necessary  degree 
of  pressure,  than  most  others.     In  putting  on  ,the 
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binder  eare  should  be  taken,  in  all  cases,  to  place 
ifc  sufficiently  low,  so  as  to  etnbrace  the  upper  part 
of  the  pehris,  otherwise  it  is  liable  to  shift  its  posi- 
tion^ When  diere  is  a  tendency  to  haemorrhage, 
or  where  the  uterus  remains  relaxed  or  distended, 
H  is  of  great  utility  to  have  three  or  four  napkins 
rolled  up  as  .firmly  as  possible  and  placed  beneath 
Ae  binder  as  a  compress,  as  thus  we  can  increase 
the  pressure  to  any  extent  necessary.  The  proper 
place  fiar.  these  pads  is  immediately  above  the 
fimdus  of  the  uterus,  so  as  to  have  the  force 
direeted  d&umwards  upon  this  part  of  the  womb ; 
A«  coBfimng  i<^  as  it  were,  in  Ae  cavity  of  the 
j^lvia^  and  *  preventing  its  again  becoming  dis- 
tended*  Where  the  compress  is  applied  just  above 
die  pubes,  it  is  productive  of  injury  rather  than 
b^efit ;  pressing  upon  the  uterus  anteriorly  and 
thus  interfering  more  or  less  with  its  favourable 
CQStFaction,.  having  from  its  situation,  no  effect 
whatever  in  restraining  future  relaxation,  which  it 
is  our  chief  object  to  accomplish. 

I^  netwitfastanding  the  careiul  employment  of 
the  different  means  suggested,  haemorrhage  should 
come  on,  we  must  direct  steady  pressure  to  be 
HBQule  over  tiie  binder,  and  make  an  examination 
to  ascertain  if  the  placenta  be  in  the  vagina  or  to 
be  discovered  at  the  mouth  of  the  womb.  In  doing 
so  we  should  hold  tiie  funis  in  one  hand  while 
we  pass  the  fore-finger  of  the  other  along  it,  till 
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we-  reach  if  practicable  its  insertion.  When  tbe 
placenta  can  thus  be  felt,  and,  in  consequence  ^  of 
the  patient's  safety  being  endangered  by  ^the 
haemorrhage,  it  becomes  necessary  to  remove  ik^ 
we  will  find  very  gentle  efforts  with  the  fin^rs^ 
at  the  same  time  making  pressure  over  the  fiindiis 
uteri,  seldom  fail  in  procuring  its  expulsion.  Should 
we  not  thus  succeed,  or  should  it  not  be  so  farouin 
ably  situated,  the  hand  must  be  cautiously  ^  intn>» 
dueed  for  its  removal.  In  all<  such  cades  our  object 
should  be,  to  stimulate  the  uterus  into  action  saas 
to  expel  the  placenta  and  hand,  and:  not  to  drag  k 
away  forcibly  as  inexperienced  practitioners  are 
frequently  guilty  of  doiiig.  The  only  effectual 
mode  of  arresting  this  form  of  haemorrhage  beings 
to  cause  a  perfect  contraction  of  the  uterus ;  whk& 
is  best  promoted  by  stimulating  this  organ  into 
action,  and  suffering  both  hand  and  placenta  to  be 
expelled  as  much  as  possible  by  its  own  effi^ijist; 
never  on  any  account  withdrawing  the  hand  hastiljf 
or  attempting  to  empty  the  uterus  suddenly.  ' 

There  is  no  difference  between  the  managemeijit 
of  the  placenta,  when  retained  in  ordinary  case^ 
and  where  hcemorrhage  occurs  ;  except  that  in  thfe 
latter  instance,  its  removal  must  be  sooner  ^tr 
tempted,  the  patient  being  in  greater  danger  ;<  the 
effect  of  the  loss  on  the  system  will  be  our  gtddb 
as  to  the  proper  time  for  interference..  Where 
there   is   no  haemorrhage,    the    placenta   may  be 
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soffered  to  remam  for  two  hours  in    the   uterus 
without  iDterfinrence.* 

There  is  one  point,  with  regard  to  which  our 
practice  should  not  on  any  account  vary ;  whidb  is, 
never  to  leave  our  patient  for  at  least  one  hour 
after  the  placenta  has  come  away,  and  she  has 
been  free  from  any  unnatural  discharge  of  blood ; 
and  even  not  so  soon,  if  she  be  not  composed  and 
the  eirculatkm  quiet. 

Some  females  are  subject  to  violent  flooding  with 
every  child,  •  no  matter  how  sedulously  guarded 
against ;  a  similar  predisposition  is  at .  times  ob* 
served  with  regard  to  retention  of  the  placenta.  I 
have  known  some  remarkable  examples  of  this,  so 
much  so,  that  in  two  instances  I  forewarned  the 
Ibubands  of  the  probable  result.f 
■ ' ' !      '  ■ . 

^  See  ObservatioiiB  on  Retention  of  the  Placenta. 

f  Doctor  Clarke  was  consulted  in  a  very  interesting  case  of 


krnd.  It  occurred  to  a  patient  who  was  ddivered  of  her 
Acvt  eidld  after  a  severe  labour ;  the  placenta  was  so  fira^ly 
adherent,  the  practitioner  in  attendance  could  not  remove  it. 
Doctor  Clarke  was  then  called,  and  with  much  difficulty 
Mc^eeded.  She  recovered,  and  becoming  again  pregnant, 
Jbe-was  requested  to  attend  her,  as  her  friends  had  no 
jifpfuM&ice  in  the  physician  first  employed.  This  labour  was 
easy  and  of  short  duration,  but  the  placenta  was  retained  as 
'before,  and  there  was  the  same  difficulty  in  removing  it.  When 
flje  had  perfectly  veoovered,  Doctor  Clarke  strenuously  advised 
.^r  husband  to  keep  separate  beds  for  some  years,  (she  being 
iaboiii  40,)  as  he  doubted  whether  recovery  would  ensue 
hH-  Ik^ourably  should  she  become  a  third  time  pregnant. 
Hie  hmbaiKi    thanked  him  kindly,  and  they    parted.      She 
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We  are  occasibnall^  sent  for,  where,  after  the 
birth  of  the  child  profuse  hemorrhage  sets  in,  and 
the  person  m  attendance  has  tmsuccessfidly' used 
various  means  to  get  the  placenta  awa}^.  On  our 
arrival  we  find  the  patient  in  s,  state  of  extreme 
exhaustion,  perhaps  no  pulse  perceptible,  and  i^* 
this  time  the-  discharge  has  stopped;  liere  w^ 
should,  as  before  mentioned,  first  proceed  to  r^ 
emit  her  strength  by  stimulants,  &c.,  and  then 
cautiously  remove  the  after-birth.  In  sbme  of  tocii 
cases,  when^  the  hand  is  passed  into  tiie  uterus,  it 
is  found  very  much  relaxed,  and  it  is  often  neces^* 
sary  to  keep  the  hand  for  a  considerable  time  in  its 
cavity^  before  sufficient  action  is  excited  to  enable 
us  to  remove  the  placenta  with  stfety  ;^  tiie  conse^ 
quence  of  its  hasty  extraction,  in  all  probability^ 
would  be,  an  increase  or  renewal  of  the  flooding, 
and  thus  an  immense  augmentation  of  the  danger. 

Sixty*f(mr  cases  of  hsamorrhage,  between  tiie 
birth  of  the  child  and  expulsion  of  the  afterbirth; 
occurred  in  the  Hospital  during  my  residence ;  iti 

again  became  pregnant,  and  on  the  reoommendatioii '  qf 
some  friends,  a  neighbouring  midwife  was  sent  for,  as  tbcy 
thought  the  retention  arose  from  hurrying  her  labour.  .In 
eight  days  after  she  had  been  confined,  the  husband  came  to 
Doctor  Clarke  in  the  greatest  hurry  and  despair,  lequettkig 
him  to  visit  his  wife,  which  he  did  in  all  hasta;  but  an  his^iirf^ 
rival  at  the  house,  she  was  dead. 

The  apothecary  informed  him  th&t  th^  aftei^birth  had  not 
been  got  away. 
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six  of  tbe  64  the  hsBmorrhage  continued  after  the 
removal  of  the  placenta*  In  45  the  hsemorrhage 
was  sUgJUy  at  least  not  alarming;  and  in  the  re- 
mainiag  19  it  was  severe.  In  17  of  the  64 
assistance  became  necessary  in  the  course  of  the 
first  jBfteen  minutes  after  the  birth  of  the  child; 
in  3  in  20,  in  6  in  30,  and  in  7  in  45  minutes ; 
in  12  in  1  hour,  in  7  in  li  hour,  and  in  8  in 
2  hours.  In  4  cases  the  time  is  not  noted.  In 
13  of  the  64  cases,  the  placenta,  on  the  intro- 
duction c^  tlw  hand,  was  found  firmly  adherent; 
in  8  cases  the  hour-glass  or  irregular  contraction 
was  present^  and  in  43  cases  its  removal  was 
easily  e£Eected.  Five  of  the  64  were  premature 
labours,  viz.  whe  at  the  5th  month,  three  at  the 
7th,  ^xydione  at  the  8th  month. 

Seven  qS  the  64  women  died;  two  only,  viz. 
Douglass  and  Courtney,  from  the  effects  of  the 
hcsnwrrhage ;  of  the  other  five,  two  died  of 
puerperal  fever ;  one  of  extensive  disease  of  the 
vagina^  with  laceration;  one  of  inflammation  of 
the  uterus ;  and  one  chiefly  of  disease  of  the  lungs. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  seven  fatal 


No.  3. — ^Anne  Douglass  was  admitted  into 
Hospital,  March  19th,  in  labour  of  her  13th 
child.  She  was  not  delivered  for  20  hours,  during 
the  greater  part  of  which  time  her  pains  were  very 
severe ;    her   child  was  born   alive.      Fifteen   or 
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twenty  minutes  after,  suddenly,  a  dash  of  blood 
took  place  from  the  uterus,  not  however  to  any 
unusual  extent ;  the  afterbirth  had  not  yet  been 
thrown  off.  We  were  sent  for,  and  m  less  than 
five  minutes  reached  the  ward ;  she  was  very  much 
debilitated ;  her  pulse  only  to  be  felt  at  intervals, 
her  countenance  ghastly,  her  body  and  extremities 
quite  cold,  accompanied  with  a  state  of  great 
restlessness  and  anxiety.  After  having  adminis- 
tered some  stimulants,  the  hand  was  passed  into 
the  uterus,  which  was  found  considerably  distended 
and  filled  with  clotted  blood  ;  part  of  the  placenta 
was  adherent  to  the  fundus ;  it  was  easily  separated ; 
the  uterus  acted  well,  expelling  both  hand  and 
placenta  into  the  vagina,  from  which  they  were 
slowly  withdrawn.  The  patient  from  this  time  lost 
no  blood;  the  uterus  remained  firmly  contracted; 
the  pulse  continued  weak  and  fluttering,  often 
imperceptible,  particularly  after  vomiting ;  which 
is  not  usually  the  case  with  patients  reduced  by 
heemorrhage  aftier  delivery ;  as  this  occurrence 
seems  rather  to  rouse  the  patient  and  improve  the 
pulse.  She  graduaUy  became  more  exhausted, 
her  respiration  difficult,  the  power  of  swallowing 
almost  lost,  and  frequently  so  restless,  as  to  be  with 
difficulty  kept  more  than  a  minute  or  two  in  the 
same  position ;  which  in  all  cases  of  uterine 
haemorrhage,  is  one  of  the  very  worst  symptoms. 
From  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  afterbirth, 
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which  was  at  1  o'clock  p.m.,  till  1 1  p.m.  She  was 
watched  by  myself  and  Assistants,  Drs.  Nicholson 
and  Darley,  with  the  closest  attention,  and  was 
liberally  supplied  with  cordials;  having  in  the 
course  of  those  ten  hours  taken  at  intervals  not 
less  than  two  thirds  of  a  bottle  of  spirit,  burned, 
and  mixed  with  a  little  water  and  sugar,  besides 
more  than  a  pint  of  port  wine.  All  possible 
means  were  used  to  restore  heat  to  the  body  and 
extremities,  as  warm  flannels,  jars  filled  with  boiling 
watcnr,  hot  bricks,  hot  stupes,  &c.,  but  in  vain ;  at 
length  finding  our  efforts  to  produce  any  rally 
ineffectual,  we  determined  on  trying  the  effect  of 
transfusion. 

Having  heated  Read's  apparatus,  by  injecting 
tiirough  it  water  at  the  temperature  of  98%  it  was 
filled  with  blood  which  was  made  to  flow  through 
lite  pipe  previous  to  its  being  inserted  into  the 
patient's  vein,  in  order,  as  much  as  possible,  to 
exclude  all  air  from  the  instrument.  The  blood 
flowed  copiously  from  a  healthy  young  woman, 
whom  we  selected  for  the  operation,  and  was  easily 
ihrown  into  the  median  vein  of  the  patient's  right 
arm.  It  did  not  seem  to  have  any  more  marked 
effect  than  that  of  causing  the  woman  to  mutter 
mdistincdy ;  the  circulation  was  not  improved, 
though  we  injected  about  ten  ounces  of  blood. 
She'  expired  in  a  few  minutes  after  the 
operation-. 

K 
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This  woman's  death  seemed  to  have  been  prin* 
cipally  owing  to  her  state  of  constitution  previous 
to  the  coming  on  of  labour  4  being  in  a  very 
debilitated  condition,  both  from  the  number  of 
children,  viz.  13,  she  had  given  birth  to,  as  also 
her  continued  exposure  to  hardship ;  as  the 
quantity  of  blood  lost  would  not  have  materially 
affected  any  young  person,  but  in  her,  the  sudden 
loss  gave  the  constitution  a  shock  from  which  it 
had  no  power  to  rally. 

We  rather  think  the  transfusion  hastened  her 
death,  though  we  all  dreaded  a  fatal  termination 
before  it  was  resorted  to. 

No.  55. — ^Mary  A.  Courtney,  aged  19,  was 
delivered  of  her  1st  child  (living)  December  3d, 
after  a  labour  of  7  hours.  In  half  an  hour  after 
hemorrhage  came  on,  which  continuing,  and  the 
uterus  not  contracting  satisfactorily,  the  hand  was 
introduced,  when  the  placenta  was  found  morbidly 
adherent,  and  requiring  much  exertion  for  its  re- 
moval. When  this  was  accomplished,  the  uterus 
contracted  pretty  well,  the  haemorrhage  ceased,  and 
her  strength  improved ;  an  opiate  was  then  given- 
In  30  minutes  a  draining  of  blood  was  observed, 
attended  with  sinking,  jactitation,  &c.,  and  she 
died  in  half  an  hour,  in  spite  of  every  possible 
exertion. 

On  examining  the  body,  the  uterus  was  found 
relaxed  and  exsanguineous,  but  in  other  respects 
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healthy ;  there  was  nothing  else  observed  worthy 
of  notice. 

In  these  two  cases  death  was  the  consequence  of 
the  h»moiThage  chiefly ;  in  the  five  following  it 
will  be  seen,  that  there  were  other  circumstances 
to  account  for  the  unfavourable  termination. 

No.  38. — R.  K.  was  delivered  of  her  5th  child, 
(living),  January  26,  at  8  p.m.,  after  10  hours' 
labour.  Two  hours  after  haemorrhage  set  in,  when 
the  hand  was  introduced ;  the  uterus  was  contracted 
in  an  elongated  form,  so  much  so,  that  the  fundus 
mounted  considerably  above  the  umbilicus ;  the 
placenta  was  firmly  adherent,  and  required  at  least 
half  an  hour's  cautious  exertion  for  its  separation ; 
it  was  at  length  expelled  quite  whole,  and  the 
uterus  became  well  contracted.  Symptoms  of 
puerperal  fever  were  observed  the  following  day, 
which,  notwithstanding  most  active  treatment, 
proved  fatal,  February  2d,  at  9  a.m. 

In  the  course  of  this  woman's  illness,  she  took 
190  grains  of  calomel ;  40  of  ipecacuan  powder ; 
and  7i  of  opium.  She  had  six  dozen  leeches 
applied  to  the  abdomen ;  had  3  warm  baths,  besides 
frequent  stuping.  The  entire  surface  of  the 
abdomen  was  blistered,  and  the  inside  of  her  legs 
and  thighs  diligently  rubbed  with  mercurial 
ointment  for  5  days  previous  to  death.  Her 
mouth  was  slightly  afiected  by  the  mercury. 

No.  40. — M.  D.  was  delivered  of  her  1st  child, 


132    PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  HiEMORRHAGE 

(living),  January  30,  at  8  a.m.,  after  six  hours'  labour. 
Three  quarters  of  an  hour  after  it  was  necessary  to 
remove  the  placenta,  in  consequence  of  heemorrhfi^e. 
The  uterus  was  contracted  in  an  elongated  form, 
yet  the  afterbirth  separated  easily,  after  which  it 
became  well  contracted.  She  remained  quite  well 
until  2  A.M.  the  following  day,  when  she  was 
suddenly  seized  with  severe  pain  in  the  abdomen, 
and  tendency  to  shivering;  the  abdomen  was 
tolerably  soft,  but  pressure  over  the  uterine  rej^on 
caused  much  distress  ;  her  pulse  was  much  hurried, 
and  she  was  very  anxious. 

Three  dozen  leeches  were  immediately  applied ; 
she  was  then  put  into  a  warm  bath,  and  ordered 
calomel  and  hippo,  of  each,  4  grains  every  2d  hour. 
At  9  o'clock  P.M.  her  pulse  was  150,  and  the 
disease  continued  increasing,  tiU  death  took  place 
at  4  o'clock  P.M.  on  the  fourth  day  afl«r  delivery.  . 

She  took  92  grains  of  calomel  with  as  much 
hippo,  without  the  mouth  being  in  the  least  affected 
or  sickness  produced.  She  was  delirious  for  soma 
time  before  death.  Her  friends  would  not  allow, 
the  body  to  be  examined. 

Such  is  a  brief  account  of  the  two  women  who 
died  of  puerperal  fever.  I  do  not  know  of  any. 
proceeding  so  much  to  be  dreaded  as  the  intro- 
duction of  the  hand  into  the  uterus  wheii,  this^ 
disease  is  epidemic.  We  had  several  severe  at^* 
tacks  where  we  were  compelled  so  to  interfere,  in 
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consequence  of  proftise  flooding  or  retention  of  the 
placenta ;  yet  we  were  from  experience  so  fully 
aware  of  the  danger  so  long  as  puerperal  fever 
prevailed  in  the  Hospital,  it  was  with  the  greatest 
possibLe  reluctance  that  we  had  recourse  in  any 
case  to  this  expedient.* 

No.  70. — S.  Ciwas  delivered,  October  20th,  of 
twins,  her  first  pregnancy,  both  natural  presenta- 
tions. The  existence  of  the  two  children  was 
accurately  ascertained  by  the  stethoscope,  96  hours 
before  delivery,  by  the  great  diflterence  in  the  fre- 
quency of  the  heart's  action;  being  in  one  186,  and 
132  in  the  other.  The  mother's  pulse  was  68  in 
the  minute.     The  os  uteri  at  this  time  was  dilated 

*  Of  these  two  women  one  was  delivered  on  the  26th)  and  the 
other  oo  the  dOth  of  January.  The  following  case  occurred  on 
the  29th  of  the  same  month : — 

No.  39. — £.  B.  was  delivered,  January  29th,  of  her  1st  child, 
after  a  labour  of  30  hours ;  it  was  then  discovered  that  there  was 
^second;  when  the  membranes  were  ruptured  the  hand  was  found 
presenting,  the  child  was  turned  and  brought  away  without  diffi- 
cult. In  half  an  hour  it  was  necessary  again  to  pass  up  the 
hand  on  account  of  haemorrhage.  One  of  the  placentae  came 
away  immediately  on  its  introduction,  the  other  required  some 
slight  assistance  to  separate  it ;  the  uterus  then  contracted  well. 
She  was  attacked  with  puerperal  fever  the  following  day  in  a 
very  severe  formy  for  which  the  most  active  treatment  was 
adopted.  It  did  not  yield  until  the  fifth  day  from  the  date  of 
the  seizure.  She  was  not  able  to  leave  Hospital  till  the  15th 
day.  She  took  123  grains  of  calomel  and  6  grains  of  opium. 
She  had  six  dozen  leeches  over  the  abdomen,  and  got  4  warm 
baths.  Her  mouth  was  not  affected  until  the  4th  day,  when  an 
amendment  became  evident. 
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to  the  size  of  a  crown-piece,  and  the  uterine  action 
very  trifling.  In  this  state  she  remained  for  72 
hours  with  little  alteration ;  the  uterus  then  began 
to  act  more  powerfiiUy,  and  the  head  gradnaHy 
descended  until  it  came  to  press  on  the  perinseum, 
when  the  pains  again  subsided,  and  it  remained 
stationary.  It  was  then  determined  to  try  the 
effect  of  the  ergot  of  rye ;  half  a  drachm  of  the 
powder  infused  in  boiling  water  for  some  time  was 
given.  In  10  minutes  after  the  pains  returned, 
and  continuing  to  increase  for  a  short  time,  the 
head  came  so  low  as  to  protrude  the  scalp  during 
each  pain.  In  50  minutes  after  the  first  dose  15 
grains  more  were  given,  the  uterine  action  having 
become  feeble,  and  in  50  minutes  from  this  time 
the  child  was  expelled,  though  the  pains  were  not 
strong. 

The  mother's  pulse  when  she  got  the  first  dose 
of  the  ergot,  was  1 08 ;  at  the  time  the  second  was 
given,  1 02,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  it  had 
fallen  to  98.  This  sedative  effect  I  have  almost 
invariably  observed  the  ergot  produce,  even  where 
it  did  not  seem  to  act  in  any  other  way  upon  the 
patient. 

In  15  minutes  after  the  birth  of  the  fiarst  child, 
the  head  of  the  second  had  descended  into  the 
pelvis,  and  the  uterine  action  being  feeble,  it  was 
delivered  by  the  forceps.  One  hour  and  a  half 
after,  it  was  necessary  to  introduce  the  hand,  in 
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consequence  of  haemorrhage ;  the  two  placenhe 
were  found  united,  and  strongly  adherent  to  the 
uterus,  requiring  much  carefiil  manipulation  for 
their  removal.  Violent  inflammation  of  the  uterus 
ensued,  which  ended  fatally  on  the  6th  day  from 
delivery.  She  had  seven  dozen  and  a  half  leeches 
applied  over  the  uterine  region;  had  five  warm 
baths,  and  was  repeatedly  stuped.  She  took  162 
grains  of  calomel,  92  of  hippo,  and  8  of  opium. 

The  inflammation  was  quite  confined  to  the 
uterus  until  the  day  before  her  death.  There  was 
no  pain  on  pressure  except  over  this  organ,  which 
here  was  most  acute.  Her  mouth  was  but  little 
affected  with  mercury. 

On  dissection,  a  considerable  quantity  of  yellow- 
ish fluid  was  found  in  the  abdomen;  there  was 
very  little  vascularity  of  the  intestines,  and  no  ad- 
hesions or  deposition  of  lymph.  Posteriorly,  near  the 
fundus  of  the  uterus,  there  was  a  large  dark 
coloured  patch,  puckered  on  its  surface ;  beneath 
which,  the  muscular  substance  was  much  softened, 
and  when  cut  into,  was  not  one  fourth  of  an  inch 
in  thickness,  although  the  remainder  of  the  uterus 
was  more  than  three  times  that.  It  was  here  the 
placentae  had  been  adherent. 

No.  79. — S.  B.  was  40  hours  in  labour ;  it  was 
her  4th  child — all  still-born.  The  head  not  having 
mad^  any  progress  for  the  last  12  hours,  and  the 
foetal  heart  having  ceased  to  act,  the  delivery  was 
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effected  with  the  crotchet;  the  face  was  turned 
towards  the  pubes.  She  had  been  force-delivered 
in  this  Hospital  2  years  before,  when  the  face  pre- 
sented ;  see  observations  on  still-born  children,  No. 
441 ;  pelvis  very  defective.  The  placenta,  in  the 
present  instance,  had  to  be  removed  by  the  hand, 
in  consequence  of  hemorrhage ;  it  was  firmly  ad- 
herent to  the  fundus  of  the  uterus. 

She  died  on  the  9th  day,  and  on  examination, 
extensive  ulceration  of  the  vagina  was  found,  form- 
ing a  communication  with  the  rectum.  At  one 
point  the  vagina  presented  the  appearance  as  if  a 
laceration  had  taken  place. 

No.  86. — C.  D.  This  was  a  twin  case  and  first 
pregnancy ;  one  child  was  still-bom.  Both  children 
presented  naturally,  and  were  expelled  without  diffi- 
culty. The  labour  lasted  24  hours.  The  placenta 
of  the  first  child  was  thrown  off  naturally,  but  that 
of  the  second  was  retained  ;  and  in  one  hour  and  a 
half  the  hand  was  introduced  for  its  removal  in 
consequence  of  haemorrhage.  It  was  found  firmly 
adherent,  requiring  perseverance  and  caution  for 
its  separation;  after  which  the  uterus  contracted 
well.  She  never  made  any  attempt  at  recovery, 
but  lingered  until  the  18th  day. 

On  dissection  the  abdominal  and  pelvic  viscera 
were  found  healthy ;  the  lungs  were  extenavely 
diseased. 

From  a  perusal  of  these  seven  cases,  it  will  at 
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once  be  seen,  that  in  two  instances  only,  was 
hsBmorrhage  the  cause  of  death;  and  in  neither 
was  the  loss  of  blood  to  such  an  extent,  as  to 
destroy  life  in  an  odierwise  heaithy  individual* 

In  thirteen  cases  of  hsemorrhage  the  placenta  was 
found  firmly  adherent.  This  is  an  exceedingly  dan- 
gerous combination ;  requiring,  on  the  part  of  the 
practitioner,  nrnch  caution  and  gentleness,  so  as  to 
accomplish  its  separation  and  removal  with  the  least 
possible  injury  to  the  patient.  All  hurry  and  vio- 
lence under  such  circumstances,  must  be  avoided ; 
always  bearing  in  mind  the  necessity  for  promoting 
uterine  action  before  the  hand  is  withdrawn  ;  other- 
wise the  after  consequences  will  prove  fully  as 
dangerous  as  the  most  profuse  flooding. 

Four  of  the  thirteen  are  amongst  the  seven 
women  who  died,  viz.  No.  38,  55,  70,  and  86.  The 
1st  died  of  puerperal  fever  ;  the  2d  from  the  effects 
of  hsBmorrhage;  the  3d  of  inflammation  of  the 
uterus,  consequent  on  the  removal  of  the  after- 
birth ;  and  the  4th  chiefly  of  disease  of  the  lungs. 
The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  nine  remain- 
ing :— 

No.  68. — The  hand  was  introduced  20  minutes 
after  the  birth  of  the  child,  in  consequence  of 
haemorrhage;  the  placenta  was  found  adhering  to 
the  ftindus  of  the  uterus,  and  required  considerable 

♦  For  another  case  of  haemorrhage  which  proved  fatal  under 
similar  circumstances,  see  Observations  on  Twins,  No.  27. 
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exertion  for  its  removal.  This  woman  had  slight 
haemorrhage  previous  to  the  expulsion  of  the  child, 
which  was  born  alive. 

No.  78. — The  funis  prolapsed  in  this  ca^e, 
causing  the  death  of  the  child.  Shortly  after  it 
was  expelled,  haemorrhage  came  on,  so  as  to  render 
the  introduction  of  the  hand  necessary ;  when  the 
placenta  was  found  adherent  to  the  fundus,  and 
cautiously  separated. 

No.  80. — One  hour  and  a  quarts  after  delivery, 
haemorrhage  set  in,  producing  great  exhaustion ; 
the  hand  was  passed,  and  the  placenta  being  found 
firmly  adherent  to  the  fundus,  was,  with  some 
difficulty,  separated.  This  woman  continued  very 
feeble  afterwards,  requiring  stimulants  freely  with 
opium. 

No.  91. — This  patient  was  seized  with  violent 
haemorrhage  45  minutes  after  the  birth  of  the  child, 
the  pulse  becoming  almost  imperceptible ;  the  hand 
was  immediately  introduced,  and  the  placenta, 
which  was  adherent  to  the  fundus  uteri,  separated 
and  removed,  when  the  discharge  ceased,  and  she 
gradually  recovered. 

No.  94. — The  placenta  being  retained  for  t^o 
hours,  during  which  time  there  was  occasionally 
slight  haemorrhage,  the  hand  was  passed;  being 
firmly  adherent  to  the  posterior  wall  of  the  uterus, 
it  was  separated.  The  uterus  acted  well,  expelling 
both  placenta  and  hand  ;  the  haemorrhage  returned 
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shortly  after,  but  was   checked  by   cold   applica- 
tions. 

No.  100. — This  was  a  twin  case  and  first  preg- 
nancy; the  labour  was  completed  in  12  hours. 
The  first  child  presented  naturally,  the  second  with 
the  breech,  with  an  internal  of  10  minutes  between 
the  births.  Shortly  after  the  expulsion  of  the 
second,  which  was  still-born,  it  became  necessary 
from  haemorrhage  to  introduce  the  hand.  The 
placentae  were  found  united,  and  adhering  so  firmly 
to  the  uterus,  that  notwithstanding  the  most 
steady  and  cautious  exertions,  a  small  portion  was 
left  unseparated,  from  an  imwillingness  to  use 
violence.  An  opiate  was  then  given,  after  which 
she  slept  and  remained  free  from  discharge  for  4 
hours ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  time,  consider- 
able internal  haemorrhage  came  on,  producing  such 
an  effect  on  the  system  as  to  render  the  pulse,  for 
some  time,  imperceptible.  The  hand  was  three 
times  passed  into  the  uterus,  to  excite  its  action, 
before  the  haemorrhage  was  stopped;  after  which 
she  gradually  rallied  by  the  free  use  of  stimulants 
with  opium.    She  left  Hospital  well  on  the  18th  day. 

No.  101. — One  hour  and  a  half  after  the  birth  of 
the  child  haemorrhage  ensued,  requiring  the  intro- 
duction of  the  hand  ;  when  an  irregular  contraction 
of  the  uterus  was  discovered,  with  the  placenta 
adherent.  The  contraction  was  cautiously  over- 
come, and  the  placenta  separated  and  removed. 


140    PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  HEMORRHAGE 

No.  103.^ — The  hand  was  passed  in  this  qase, 
one  hour  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  to  check  a 
hsemorrhage  which  had  induced  considerable  debility. 
The  uterus  was  found  much  relaxed,  with  one  half 
of  tlie  placenta  firmly  adherent  to  its  cervix;  the 
discharge  ceased  immediately  on  its. removal,  and 
the  uterus  contracted  well. 

No.  111. — In  one  hour  after  the  birth  of  the 
child  very  considerable  haemorrhage  came  on,  which 
weakened  the  patient  very  much ;  a  cordial  was 
given,  on  which  she  rallied,  and  the  hand  was  then 
introduced,  when  the  placenta  was  found  exten- 
sively adherent,  requiring  much  care  in  its  separar 
tion.  She  remained  in  a  very  weak  and  precarious 
state  for  some  time,  but  left  Hospital  well  on  the 
lath  day. 

The  preceding  is  a  short  statement  of  all  the 
cases  where  the  placenta  was  firmly  adherent,  in 
which  the  heemorrhage  was  severe.  In  several 
other  instances  the  placenta  was  similarly  circum- 
stanced, but  the  loss  was  trifling ;  these  are  noticed 
in  the  Observations  on  Retention  of  the  Placenta. 

In  eight  cases,  haemorrhage  occurred  in  com- 
bination with  the  hourglass  or  irregular  contraction 
of  the  uterus ;  they  are  as  follows : — 

No.  32. — This  was  a  twin  case  ;  the  first  child 
presented  naturally,  the  second  with  the  arm,  and 
was  turned.  The  placentae  were  retained  by 
hourglass     contraction,    accompai^ed    by    profuse 
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hsBmorrhage,   rendering    the    introduction   of    the 
hand  necessary. 

No.  41. — Was  delivered  on  the  11th  February, 
after  two  hours*  labour;  she  was  attacked  with 
profuse  hsemorrhage,  with  great  debility,  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  after.  The  hand  was  passed, 
and  the  hourglass  contraction  discovered,  which 
was  overcome  by  continued  gentle  exertions,  and 
the  placenta  slowly  removed.  There  was  no 
subsequent  hsemorrhage ;  she  left  hospital  well  on 
the  23d. 

No.  44. — Fifteen  minutes  after  the  birth  of  tiie 
child,  proftise  haemorrhage  came  on  ;  when,  on 
passing  the  hand,  the  irregular  contraction  of  the 
uterus  was  detected,  which  was  gently  overcome, 
and  the  placenta  removed ;  aft;er  which  the 
haemorrhage  ceased. 

No.  57. — This  patient  had  slight  haemorrhage 
2  hours  after  the  birth  of  the  child ;  the  hand  was 
passed,  when  hourglass  contraction  was  discovered, 
which  was  gently  overcome,  and  the  placenta 
removed. 

No.  59. — Three  quarters  of  an  hour  after  the 
birth  of  the  child,  the  hand  was  passed  in  conse- 
quence of  haemorrhage,  with  hourglass  contraction, 
which  was  treated  accordingly. 

No.  69- — Two  hours  after  the  birth  of  the  child, 
the  hand  was  passed  in  consequence  of  haemorrhage 
with  hourglass  contraction ;  it  was  with  difficulty 
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overcome.  This  woman  became  maniacal  on  the 
8th  day,  and  continued  in  this  state  for  nearly  llirees 
weeks,  being  at  times  very  violent ;  she  left 
Hospital  well  on  the  29th  day  from  her  con- 
finement. 

No,  74. — There  was  considerable  hcemorrfaage  in 
this  case  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  with  hourglass 
contraction,  which  was  treated  as  already  described, 
and  the  discharge  ceased. 

No.  110. — This  woman  was  sixty  hours  in 
labour ;  shortly  after  the  birth  of  the  child  there 
was  considerable  haemorrhage,  with  hourglass  con- 
traction, which  was  treated  accordingly.  The  child 
died  30  hours  after  birth. 

Such  are  the  particulars  of  the  eight  instances 
where  hemorrhage  occurred  in  combination  with 
hourglass  contraction  of  the  uterus,  previous  to 
the  expulsion  of  the  afterbirth.  All  the  patients 
recovered.  When  we  consider  the  great  number 
of  women  delivered,  it  will  be  evident  that  this 
complication  is  but  seldom  met  with.  What  we 
consider  are  the  most  likely  means  of  prevention, 
will  be  found  under  Observations  on  Retention  of 
the  Placenta. 

In  the  six  following  cases,  the  haemorrhage 
cantimied  subsequent  to  the  removal  of  the  se- 
cundines;  the  best  means  of  avoiding  which  will 
be,  to  suffer  the  hand  and  placenta,  when  separated,* 
to  be,  as  much  as  possible,  forced  into  the  va^a 


BCrTWEBN  THE  BIRTH  OF  THE  CHILD,  ETC.     143 

hy  the  action  of  the  uterus,  assisted  by  firm 
pressure  over  its  fundus,  followed  up  by  the  careful 
application  of  the  binder  and  compress. 

No.    26. — See  observations  on  presentations  of 
the  arm  or  shoulder,  No.  9. 

Now  62. — This  was  a  case  of  premature  labour 
at  the  7th  month.     The  child  was  living.     In  three 
quarters  <^  an  hour  after  its  birth,  the  introduction 
of  the  hand  became  necessary,  owing  to  haemorrhage, 
which  had  been  going  on  at  intervals  since  delivery, 
the  uterus  being  relaxed.     The  placenta  was  found 
in   the  vagina;   a  large  quantity  of  clotted  blood 
was  then   discharged,  when  the   hsemorrhage  in  a 
great   measure    ceased.      The   patient,    however, 
was  much  reduced,  requiring  the  free  exhibition  of 
stimulants,  and  in  15  minutes  after,  the  hand  was 
again  passed  into  the  vagina,  and  the  iingers  in- 
troduced within   the   uterus,    so   as   to   excite  its 
action,  the  haemorrhage  having  again  become  con- 
siderable.      This    had    the    eflfect   of   completely 
checking  it.     A  draught,  with  40  drops  of  tincture 
of  opium  was   then   given,    and  repeated   in  half 
an  hour,  in  consequence  of  her  continuing  restless. 
This  had  the  desired  effect. 

No.  65. — This  woman  was  26  hours  in  labour  of 
her  1st  child ;  violent  haemorrhage  set  in  an  hour 
afler  delivery,  which  reduced  her  extremely.  The 
placenta  had  not  been  expelled,  but  firm  pressure 
over  the  uterus  caused  it  to  be  thrown  off.      A 
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slight  draining  continuedi  the  uterus  remaining 
flaccid;  the  hand  was  passed,  when  some  clots 
were  expelled,  yet  tius  measure  had  not  tbe  effect 
of  inducing  a  perfect  contraction,  or  altogether 
checking  the  hsemorrhage.  It  was  again  intro- 
duced, and  kept  for  some  time  in  the  uterus,  but 
with  no  better  effect ;  stimulants  were  then  freely 
given,  and  a  stream  of  cold  pump  water  allowed  to 
fall,  from  a  height^  upon  the  abdomen  over  the 
uterine  region,  with  decided  beujefit;  the  uterus 
contracting  firmly  and  the  discharge  ceasing.  A 
frill  opiate  was  then  given,  followed  by  sleep.  She 
leflijlospital  well  on  the  10th  day. 

No.  90. — This  woman  had  considerable  hsemorr- 
hage both  before  and  after  the  expulsion  of  the 
placenta,  which  was  counteracted  by  pressure*  and 
cold  ;  stimulants  also  were  given. 

No.  104. — The  placenta  was  not  thrown  off  in 
this  case,  for  three  hours,  during  which  time  there 
was  considerable  haemorrhage ;  it  was  not  necessary, 
however,  to  introduce  the  hand.  In  an  hour  after 
the  expulsion  of  the  afterbirth,  the  patient  was 
found  sinking  from  internal  haemorrhage,  which  was 
counteracted  by  pressure  and  cold  applications. 

No.  118. — This  woman  had  very  severe 
haemorrhage  ;  the  placenta  came  away  ten  minutes 
aft^er  the  child  was  expelled,  and  there  was  with  it 
a  sudden  gush  of  blood.  It  was  found  very  difficult 
to  cause  the  uterus  to  contract  pertnanently ;  the 
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hand  was  three  times  introduced  unsuccessfnlly ; 
at  length  by  firmly  grasping  the  ftindus  through 
die  abdominal  parietes,  at  the  same  time  urging  it 
into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  assisted  by  a  stream 
of  cold  water  falling  from  a  height,  over  the  uterine 
region,  we  succeeded.  The  pulse,  which  had  been 
for  some  time  imperceptible,  was  restored  by  the 
use  of  stimulants.  Eighty  drops  of  tincture  of 
opium  were  given  before  rest  was  procured. 

Of  the  64  cases  of  haemorrhage  occurring  between 
the  birth  of  the  child  and  the  expulsion  of  the 
afterbirth,  I  have  recorded  thirteen  where  the 
placenta  was  firmly  adherent ;  eight  where  irregular 
contraction  of  the  uterus  existed;  four  under 
different  circumstances,  viz.  Nos.  3,  39,  40,  and 
79 ;  and  six  where  the  haemorrhage  continued 
subsequent  to  the  expulsion  of  the  secundines. 
In  the  thirty-three  remaining  cases,  little  difficulty 
was  experienced ;  but  in  ten  the  haemorrhage  was 
serious ;  these  I  shall  first  notice,  and  then  glance 
at  the  remaining  twenty-threey  in  which  the  loss 
was  but  trifling. 

No.  27. — The  hand  was  passed,  with  success,  one 
hour  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  owing  to  alarming 
haemorrhage. 

No.  43. — This  woman  was  65  hours  in  labour, 
and  was  reported  to  have  been  two  days  ill  before 
she  was  brought  to  Hospital.  In  three  quarters  of 
an   hour   after   the    birth  of   the  child,   owing  to 
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profuse   hsBmorrhage,    the    hand    was  introduced, 
which  had  the  desired  effect. 

No.  52. — Alarming  hsBmorrhage  came  on  shortly 
after  the  birth  of  the  child,  which  required  the  in- 
troduction of  the  hand  and  removal  of  the  placenta ; 
the  uterus  contracted  well,  and  the  h»moiThage 
soon  ceased ;  the  patient,  however,  continued  for 
some  time  in  a  very  weak  state.  She  left  Hospital 
well  on  the  1 1  th  day. 

No.  66. — This  was  a  case  of  premature  labour  at 
the  7th  month ;  the  child  was  putrid ;  the  labour 
lasted  two  hours.     In  two  hours  after,  hsBmorrhage. 
came  on,  and  though  pressure  was  diligently  em- 
ployed, the  placenta  was  still  retained.     Stimulants 
were  freely  given  in  consequence  of  her  extreme 
faintness ;  and,  after  the  failure  of  other  measures, 
the  loss  still  continuing,  the  hand  was  introduced 
into  the  vagina,  but  from  the  obstitiate.  degree  of 
c(mtraction  of  the  os  uteri,  it  was  found  impossible 
to  pass  it  further ;  though  our  efforts  were  steadily 
persevered  in  for  nearly  an  hour.     At  length  we 
succeeded  ip  getting  in  two  fingers,  and  after  con- 
siderable delay,  the  placenta  was,  by  their  means, 
removed.     The   hsemorrhage   immediately   ceased, 
and  the  uterus  contracted  well ;  the  placenta  was 
very   small.      She   left  hospital   well   on   the  .9th 
day. 

No.  76. — In  half  an  hour  after  the  birth  of  the 
child,  the  hand  was  passed,  with  success,  in  con- 
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sequence  of  severe  haemorrhage,  the  placenta  not 
having  been  thrown  off. 

No.  96. — In  twenty  minutes  after  the  birth  of 
the  child,  the  hand  was  passed,  with  success,  on 
account  of  severe  hsBmorrhage,  the  placenta  not 
having  been  expelled. 

No.  121. — In  this  case  when  the  placenta  was 
partially  expelled,  very  violent  haemorrhage  came 
on ;  the  hand  was  introduced,  and  a  portion  of 
placenta  which  had  not  been  separated,  with  some 
coagula,  removed.  For  a  length  of  time  the  pulse 
conld  not  be  felt,  and  it  was  with  much  difficulty, 
by  the  aid  of  wine,  brandy,  and  other  stimulants, 
that  it  was  restored.  She  had,  at  different  times, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  drops  of  tincture  of  opium, 
which  at  length,  after  four  hours,  procured  sleep. 
She  left  Hospital  well  on  the  12th  day. 

No.  122. — This  woman  was  delivered  in  the 
street,  prematurely  at  the  8th  month,  of  a  living 
chUd.  She  had  severe  haemorrhage  after  her 
admission,  the  placenta  not  having  been  expelled  ; 
the  hand  was  passed,  when  it  was  thrown  off,  and 
the  loss  ceased. 

No.  124. — This  woman  was  delivered  at  7  p.m., 
July  20th,  of  her  1st  child,  aft^er  a  natural  labour 
of  12  hours ;  45  minutes  after,  the  Assistant  was 
sent  for,  in  consequence  of  the  pupil  on  duty 
perceiving  the  pulse  becoming  weak,  the  placenta 
not  having  been   expelled.      On  his   arrival,  the 
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pulse  was  alinost  imperceptible ;  on  making  strong 
pressure  over  the  fundus  uteri,  large  clots  with 
fluid  blood  were  discharged ;  the  hand  was  passed 
into  the  uterus,  and  a  very  small  but  perfect  placenta 
detached  from  the  ftindus,  to  which  it  was  slightly 
adherent.  On  examining  its  structure,  some 
portions  of  the  cotyledons  had  a  semi-cartilaginous 
appearance.  Previous  to  the  introduction  of  the 
hand,  half  a  tea  cup  full  of  wine  was  given,  which 
was  repeated  with  30  drops  of  tincture  of  opium 
as  soon  as  the  afterbirth  was  removed,  and  the 
binder  tightened ;  the  pulse,  after  this,  b^an  to 
improve ;  she  shortly  after  discharged  the  contents 
of  her  stomach  and  fell  asleep.  In  half  an  hour^ 
she  awoke  ;  the  pulse  again  became  imperceptible ; 
on  making  pressure  over  the  uterus,  a  few  clots 
were  expelled,  and  this  organ  was  readily  com* 
pressed  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and  maintained 
there.  Wine,  brandy,  &c.,  were  freely  given,  to 
which  50  drops  of  tincture  of  opium  were  added  at 
intervals,  in  divided  doses,  and  cold  was  applied 
externally.  This  treatment  was  steadily  per<* 
severed  in  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  she  again 
fell  asleep,  and  was  left  in  charge  of  one  of  the 
pupils,  with  directions  to  give  instant  notice  if  she 
became  restless,  or  the  pulse  weak. 

21st,  7  A.M. — She  had  slept  several  hours,  but 
was  extremely  restless,  occasionally  wanderings 
and   was   now   very   weak    and    nearly  pulseless* 
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StunulantSy  with  30  drops  of  tincture  of  opium  were 
now  giren,  followed  by  an  hour's  sleep,  the  pulse 
beoondng  more  distinct.  She  was  ordered  to  have  a 
taUe  spoonM  of  die  following  mixture  every  hour  : 
9^     Mist.  Camphorse,  ^  vi. 

Carb.  Ammoniae,  ^  i. 

Spirit.  Ammon :  Arom :  3  ii. 

Tinct  Opii,  gtts.  xxx. 

Her  stomach  continues  very  irritable,  rejecting 
every  kind  of  fluid,  with  a  constant  desire  for  drink. 
She  was  allowed  beef  tea,  at  pleasure,  from  the 
time  of  her  delivery,  in  small  portions  at  a  time ; 
also  cold  pump  water.  12  o'clock. — Pulse  ex- 
tremely feeble,  stomach  rejects  every  kind  of  fluid, 
which  the  nurse,  contrary  to  orders,  gave  her  in 
much  too  large  quantities  ;  craving  desire  for  drink 
still  continues. 

Cold  beef  tea  and  pump  water  to  be  continued 
in  quantities  of  not  more  than  a  table  spoonful  at  a 
time ;  to  have  the  saline  effervescing  draught  occa- 
sionally, also  a  small  piece  of  ice  to  dissolve  in  her 
mouth  at  intervals.  A  blister  to  be  applied  over 
the  region  of  the  stomach. 

Eight  o'clock  P.M. — Pulse  much  more  distinct, 
but  still  very  feeble ;  countenance  improved ;  con- 
stant desire  to  talk,  without  any  inclination  to  sleep, 
though  general  restlessness  is  less ;  stomach  has 
rejected  little  if  any. 
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She  was  now  removed  with  great  care  from  the 
couch  where  she  was  delivered,  to  her  bed,  and 
she  was  to  have  two  of  the  following  pills  immedi- 
ately, to  be  repeated  in  three  hours  if  the  first  dose 
did  not  procure  sleep  :— ^ 

5,     Pulveris  Opii,  gr.  ii. 

Extracti  Hyoscyami,  gr.  vi. 

nx 

In  Pil.  iv. 
To  continue  the  mixture  before  directed,  also  the 
beef  tea  and  cold  water;   to  have  some  oranges. 
Jars  filled  with  hot  water  (which  have  been  used 
since  her  delivery)  to  be  kept  applied  to  her  feet. 

22d,  9  A.M. — Slept  well ;  took  but  two  pills ; 
pulse  98,  tolerably  distinct ;  stomach  quiet ;  ab- 
domen soft  and  free  from  pain ;  feels  easy. 

Beef  tea,  &c.,  to  be  continued. 

9  p.m. — Pulse  104;  face  flushed,  with  consider- 
able excitement ;  abdomen  natural ;  stomach  quiet. 

Omit  the  beef  tea ;  to  have  4  grains  of  extract 
of  hyoscyamus  at  bed-time. 

23d,  9  A.M. — Pulse  96 ;  general  excitement  much 
less ;  skin  cool ;  slept  weU ;  feels  easy.  She  con- 
tinued after  this  to  recover  gradually,  and  left 
Hospital  well  on  the  19th  day. 

No.  131. — Severe  haemorrhage  came  on  in  an 
hour  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  rendering  the 
introduction  of  the  hand  necessary. 

In   the  twenty-three   remaining  cases,    the   dis- 
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cbarge  was  not  alanning,  nor  was  there  any  diffi- 
culty experienced  either  in  their  treatment,  or  the 
removal  of  the  placenta.  In  some  of  them,  active 
pressure  was  sufficient  to  cause  its  expulsion,  but 
in  the  greater  number  the  hand  was  introduced. 
This,  I  conceive  to  be  a  much  safer  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, than  pulling  by  the  funis,  or  even  by  a 
portion  of  the  placenta  itself.  The  hand,  when 
slowly  and  cautiously  introduced,  is  not  attended 
with  more  uneasiness  to  the  patient,  than  dragging 
by  the  funis;  and  by  the  former  practice,  uterine 
contraction  is  so  effectually  promoted  as  almost 
always  to  stop  the  haemorrhage  ;  whereas  the  latter 
has  decidedly  the  contrary  tendency ;  added  to 
which,  there  is  the  danger  of  inverting  the  uterus, 
as  is  stated  more  particularly  when  speaking  of 
Retention  of  the  Placenta.  It  is,  however,  care- 
fully to  be  recollected,  that  it  is  not  until  ordinary 
efforts  fail  that  we  can  be  justified  in  having  re- 
course to  such  a  measure. 

For  fiirther  particulars  with  regard  to  these  cases, 
see  General  Table ;  their  numbers  are — No.  5,  1 4, 
15,  18,  23,  29,  42,  45,  46,  49,  51,  54,  61,  67,  82, 
84,  85,  87,  88,  95,  123,  125,  127. 
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ON    H/EMORRHAGE    SUBSEQUENT    TO    THE 
EXPULSION  OF  THE  PLACENTA. 

Having  given,  as  accurately  as  in  my  power,  the 
particulars  of  all  those  hemorrhages  met  with  ia 
the  Hospital  previous  to  the  birtli  of  the  child^ 
and  likewise,  between  its  birth,  and  the  expulsion: 
of  the  secundines,  I  shall  conclude  this  subject 
with  some  remarks  on  those  which  occurred  sub- 
sequent to  the  placenta  being  thrown,  off,  following 
them  up  by  a  short  narrative  of  the  cases.  The 
prevention  of  haemorrhage,  at  this  period,  depends 
much  upon  the  manner  in  which  tiie  patient  has 
been  treated  in  the  progress  of  tibie  labour,  on 
which  subject,  I  have  already  dwelt  so  eamestfy, 
that  there  is  little  to  add.  We  do,  howevet, 
occasionally,  meet  with  flooding  after  the  removal 
of  the  placental  notwithstanding  every  precaution 
has  been  taken  to  guard  against  it;  yet  I  am 
satisfied,  when  the  labour  has  been  judidouriy 
conducted,  the  patient  has  not  had  any  previous 
loss,  and  there  is  no  local  injury,  it  is  very 
uncommon  to  meet  with  haemorrhage  at  this  period 
proving  fatal.  In  Hospitals  of  great  extent,  rare 
accidents  must  occur,  yet  even  here,  the  instances 
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are  few,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  pro- 
portional number  of  haemorrhages,  both  previous 
and  subsequent  to  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  is 
much  greater  in  public  institutions  than  in  the 
private  practice  of  any  experienced  physician ;  the 
cause  of  this  will  be  found  stated  in  the  concluding 
remarks. 

Some  females  have  little  or  no  discharge  after 
delivery  of  the  placenta ;  in  others,  it  takes  place 
to  a  considerable  extent,  but  not  so  as  properly  to 
be  called  a  haemorrhage ;  such  as,  where  the 
patient  does  not  lose  more  than  10  or  12  ounces  in 
the  first  hour.  The  most  frequent  causes  of 
increased  loss  at  this  time,  are,  want  of  con- 
tractility in  the  uterus,  pulling  at  the  funis,  the 
imperfect  application  of  the  binder,  and  the  non« 
obaeivance  of  strict  quietness. 

When  haemorrhage  does  come  on  under  these 
circumstances,  we  should  increase  the*pressure  over 
the  uterus,  either  by  the  hand,  or  the  reapplication 
of -tibe  binder  with  compress,  should  this  not  have 
been  done  in  the  first  instance.  If  the  discharge 
be  severe^  the  binder  must  be  opened,  and  the 
atems  compressed  by  the  hand  as  much  as  possible 
into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  ;  at  the  same  time  cold 
should  be  extensively  applied ;  then,  when  the 
womb  becomes  firm  and  well  contracted,  the 
bandage  is  to  be  secured  as  before  directed.  If, 
however,  this  organ  be  much  relaxed  and  distended^ 
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these  meatis  will,  at  times,  be  found  insufficieDt; 
in  such   eases,    the   cautious   iBtroduction   of  the 
hand  is  decidedly  the  best  mode  of  proceeding,  and 
almost  always  successful ;  by  it  the  uterus  is  roused 
into  action,  so  as  to  expel  its  contents,  and  by  thus 
contracting,  all  danger  is  obviated.     We  feel  con- 
vinced  patients    are    occasionally   lost,    and    still 
more  frequently  reduced  extremely ^  by  haBmorrhage 
of  this  nature ;  where  if  the  hand  had  been  gently 
passed,    as  described,    much    risk    and    suffering 
might  have  been  prevented.     This  state  not  unfre- 
quently  exists  without  the  practitioner  being  aware 
of  it,    the  result  either  of  ignorance  or  want  of 
attention,  where  the  haemorrhage  is  what  is  deno- 
minated internal^  there  being  no  external  loss  to 
attract  tiie  notice  of  either   attendant  or  patient. 
This  is  highly  culpable ;   as  the  condition  of  the 
uterus,  the  state  of  the  pulse,  or  even  the  appear- 
ance of  the  female  herself  should  at  once  excite 
his  alarm.     In  some  very  obstinate  cases,  we  have 
found  it  necessary  to  introduce  the  hand  so  often 
as  3  or  4  different  times,  before  the  discharge  was 
completely  checked  ;    the   first,    or   at  most,    the 
second  effort  rarely  fails  to   effect  this   desirable 
object.     The  free  admission  of  air,  with  the  exten- 
sive use  of  cloths  soaked  in  iced,    or  the  coldest 
pump  water,    will  be  found  useful ;    and  in  some, 
where  the  uterus,  in  spite  of  every  effort,  remains 
relaxed,  we  have  experienced  marked  benefit,  from 
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pouring  cold  water  from  a  height^  over  the  uterine 
region.  Port  wine  and  water,  as  cold  as  posssible, 
injected  into  the  rectum,  has  been  of  service. 
Some  writers  recommend  this  to  be  injected  into 
the  nterus ;  of  such  practice  I  cannot  speak  from 
experience,  never  having  adopted  it,  but  I  should 
radier  think  it  not  advantageous.  I  have  intro- 
duced ice,  and  occasionally  snow,  into  the  vagina, 
in  severe  haemotrhage,  yet  I  consider  the  cold 
produced  by  the  free  application  of  pump  water,  of 
frilly  as  much  advantage. 

As  soon  as  the  haemorrhage  has  subsided^  great 
benefit  will  be  derived  from  the  exhibition  of  an 
opiate  so  as  to  procure  rest,  but  it  is  seldom  desi- 
rable until  the  discharge  has  ceased.  We  have 
given  the  tincture  of  opium  to  the  extent  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  drops,  in  divided 
doses,  in  extreme  cases  where  there  was  great 
restlessnessj  with  the  most  signal  benefit.  In  such, 
unless  we  succeed  in  producing  a  state  of  rest^  but 
little  permanent  improvement  can  be  expected ;  the 
most  certain  means  of  efiecting  which,  is  by  the 
administration  of  a  full  opiate.  I  have  never 
witnessed  any  unpleasant  consequences  from  giving 
30  or  40  drops  of  the  tincture,  every  20  or  30 
minutes,  according  to  the  urgency  of  the  case,  even 
where  exhibited  to  the  extent  before  mentioned ;  it 
is  seldom,  however,  requisite  to  give  more  than  70 
or    80    drops,    unless  where    the    inquietude    and 
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exhaustion  are  extreme.  This  use  of  opiates  is 
fitpplicable  to  all  severe  haemorrhages  after  delivery, 
I  have  not  unfrequently  succeeded  in  allaying 
extreme  restlessness  by  the  injection  of  30  or  35 
drops  of  the  acetum  opii  into  the  rectum,  in  about 
four  ounces  of  cold  wine  and  water,  where  opium 
freely  given  by  the  mouth  had  failed. 

When  called  to  a  patient  who  has  been  attended 
by  another  practitioner,  where  the  flooding  and 
debility  are  considerable,  if  the  uterine  tumour  be 
not  discernible  above  the  pubes,  we  should  pass 
the  finger  into  the  vagina,  so  as  to  satisfy  ourselves 
that  the  womb  is  not  wholly  or  partially  inverted  ; 
as  if  this  should  be  the  case,  the  return  of  the 
uterus  to  its  place,  would  be  the  only  means  of 
affording  relief. 

As  to  the  extent  to  which  stimulants  are  to  be 
administered,  this  must  depend  upon  the  degree  of 
exhaustion;  where  this  is  extremey  they  must  be 
given  as  freely  as  the  patient  can  be  induced  to 
swallow ;  on  the  contrary,  if  her  strength  be  not 
so  much  affected,  they  should  be  exhibited  in  but 
small  quantities  lest  we  too  much  excite  the  circu- 
lation. Port  wine,  Madeira,  and  Sherry,  are  good, 
stimulants,  but  in  very  severe  cases.  Brandy  burned» 
with  an  equal  quantity  of  warm  water  added,  is 
preferable.  It  is  also  desirable  when  the  haemorr- 
hage has  subsided,  and  there  is  much  debility,  to 
endeavour,  by  the  use  of  heated  flannels,  and  jars 
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filled  with  hot  water,  applied  to  the  feet,  to  keep  up 
the  circulation  in  the  lower  extremities.  The  most 
absolute  quietness  should  now  be  observed,  and 
every  encouragement  given  to  sleep,  the  attendant 
carefully  watching  the  character  of  the  respiration, 
state  of  the  pulse  and  uterus,  whenever  an  oppor- 
tunity offers  ;  also,  that  there  be  no  oozing  of  blood 
more  than  natural  from  the  vagina.  Light  nourish- 
ment and  drink  should  be  given  frequently,  in  small 
quantities,  with  a  spoon,  or  in  such  a  way  as  not  to 
suffer  the  patient  to  move.  Chicken  broth,  or  beef 
tea  cold,  answers  better  than  most  other  kinds  of 
food,  and  may  be  given  freely,  but  not  much  at  a 
time.  When,  by  these  means,  the  strength  is  pretty 
well  restored,  and  there  is  evidence  of  any  reaction 
in  the  circulation,  the  broth  should  be  omitted  until 
sQch  subsides.  Severe  and  acute  pain  in  the  temples 
very  frequently  succeeds  profuse  haemorrhage,  in  a 
shorter  or  longer  time  after  delivery,  in  relieving 
which,  we  have  almost  constantly  found  the 
application  of  8  or  10  leeches  to  the  affected  part, 
successful.  The  effervescing  saline  mixture  is  also 
usefrd,  to  which,  when  the  bowels  require  it,  may 
be  added  some  Rochelle  salt.  Pain  and  distress  in 
different  joints,  particularly  the  knees,  will 
occasionally  be  met  with,  which,  for  the  most  part, 
disappear  under  the  use  of  friction,  warmth,  and 
rest. 

Farty-tkree  cases  of  haemorrhage,  subsequent  to 
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the  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  occurred  in  the 
hospital ;  twenty  of  which  took  place  in  the  course 
of  the  first  1 5  minutes  ;  two  in  20  minutes  ;  one  in 
30,  and  two  in  45  minutes ;  five  in  1  hour  ;  two  in 
H  hour ;  three  in  2 ;  two  in  3 ;  one  in  4 ;  one  in 
G ;  and  one  in  12  hours ;  one  occurred  oh  the  4th 
day ;  one  on  the  5th ;  and  one  on  the  1 0th  day. 
In  twenty-two  of  the  43  cases,  the  haemorrhage  was 
severe ;  in  twenty-one  slight.  In  eight  of  the  43, 
the  haemorrhage  was  internal ;  in  five  both  internal 
and  external ;  and  in  three^  a  portion  of  placenta 
remained  adherent  to  the  uterus.  Two  of  the  43 
women  were  delivered  before  admission  into  hospital. 
In  thirty-one  of  the  43  cases,  the  introduction  of 
the  hand  was  necessary  to  check  the  haemorrhage. 

Four  of  these  women  died ;  one  of  rupture  of 
the  uterus ;  one  of  sloughing  of  the  vagina ;  and 
two  from  the  effects  of  the  haemorrhage ;  in  the 
early  treatment  of  the  latter  two,  due  attention  was 
not  paid  by  those  in  immediate  attendance. 

They  are  as  follows : — 

No  75. — See  Observations  on  Rupture  of  the 
Uterus,  No.  22. 

No.  1 26. — This  woman  was  59  hours  in  labour ; 
it  was  her  1st  child  ;  the  pains  were  for  a  consider^ 
able  time  very  trifling,  with  long  intervals ;' how- 
ever for  the  last  24  hours  the  uterus  acted  with 
tolerable  regularity ;  the  pains  being  at  times 
strong,  causing  the  head  to  press  with  much  force 
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against  the  ischia,  where  it  remained  stationary  for 
the  greater  part  of  that  time.  Her  pulse  was  very 
much  increased  in  frequency  varying  between  120 
and  130,  the  external  parts  were  osdematous. 
As  the  fcBtal  heart  had  ceased  to  act,  (having 
been  distinctly  audible  in  the  right  iliac  region 
6  hours  before),  the  head  was  lessened  and  the 
crotchet  applied.  The  placenta  was  expelled  in 
45  minutes,  immediately  after  which,  in  conse- 
quence of  haemorrhage,  the  hand  was  introduced, 
and  so  it  was  arrested. 

Violent  inflammation  and  sloughing  set  in  re- 
sisting all  treatment,  and  she  died  on  the  9th  day. 
For  4  days  previous  she  had  severe  diarrhoea,  a 
succession  of  motions  coming  on  suddenly  with 
extreme  pain ;  she  had  also  severe  hiccough. 

On  examination  after  death,  the  vagina  was  found 
in  a  state  of  slough,  the  sides  opposite  the  spines  of 
the  ischia  were  broken  through  with  the  slightest 
force,  and  were  completely  gangrenous ;  a  circular 
opening,  the  size  of  a  shilling,  was  found  forming  a 
communication  between  this  cavity  and  the  rectum, 
the  mucous  surface  of  which,  as  also  that  of  the 
colon  was  softened,  and  had,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
opening,  a  gangrenous  appearance.  There  was 
no  symptom  of  inflammation  in  the  peritoneum  or 
uterus. 

No.  30. — C.  K.,  aged  30,  was  delivered  of  her 
8th   child  (living)  at   7  a.m.   Sept.    17-      Shortly 
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after  a  considerable  discharge  of  blood  took  place, 
but  not  so  as  to  alarm  the  pupils  on  duty ;  in 
about  30  minutes  the  placenta  was  thrown  off ;  the 
loss  still  continued  at  intervals,  and  one  of  the 
gentlemen  in  attendance  stated,  he  thought,  when 
we  were  called,  she  must  have  lost  2  pints  of  blood. 
She  was  at  this  time  in  a  very  low  state  ;  the  coun- 
tenance pale  and  sunken;  the  extremities  deadly 
cold,  and  the  pulse  so  feeble,  as  at  times  not  to 
be  distinguished.  There  was  now  scarcely  any 
haemorrhage,  and  the  uterus  was  firm  and  well 
contracted.  Strong  hot  negus,  and  brandy  and 
water  were  given  freely ;  heat  was  applied  to  the 
legs  and  feet ;  and  relaxation  of  the  uterus  (to 
which  it  showed  no  tendency)  was  prevented  by 
the  tightening  of  the  binder.  After  half  an  hour's 
perseverance  in  these  measures,  the  patient  had 
rallied  remarkably;  the  pulse  had  resumed  a 
strength  quite  encouraging,  and  she  turned  on  her 
side,  (a  position  she  begged  to  be  allowed'  to  take,) 
and  fell  adeep.  A  few  minutes  before  9  o'clock 
she  became  restless  and  imeasy  ;  there  was  a  slight 
draining  of  blood  from  the  external  parts,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  more  the  pulse  was  perceptible  only  at 
intervals ;  she  now  became  extremely  restless  and 
very  much  exhausted,  her  extremities  were  quite 
cold.  The  uterus  was  firm  and  well  contracted, 
and  the  haemorrhage  had  ceased.  On  passing  the 
hand  into  the  vagina  the  os  uteri  was  found  much 
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dilated,  and  on  introducing  the  fingers  into  the 
uterus,  a  small  portion  of  placenta  was  found 
adhering  to  its  fundus,  part  of  which  was  cautiously 
separated,  and  brought  away,  but  another  part 
adhered  so  firmly  it  could  not  be  separated  without 
using  more  force  tlian  was  thought  justifiable. 
The  uterus  became  now  still  more  contracted,  and 
not  the  slightest  discharge  followed.  She,  however, 
remained  restless  and  much  exhausted,  at  times 
pulseless,  though  using  stimulants  freely.  Forty 
drops  of  tincture  of  opium  were  given,  which  was 
followed  by  half  an  hour's  dozing,  during  which  her 
pulse  improved,  and  she  seemed  regaining  strength. 
Restlessness  again  came  on,  and  60  drops  of 
tincture  of  opium  were  given,  but  without  any 
good  effect.  At  length  having  used  stimulants 
and  cordials  of  every  kind,  and  whatever  other 
remedial  means  we  could  think  of,  for  nearly  three 
hours,  to  no  purpose,  we  determined  to  try 
transfusion  ;  accordingly  between  8  and  10  ounces 
of  blood  were  slowly  and  carefully  injected  into  the 
median  vein  ;  but  all  was  fruitless  ;  she  died  a  few 
minutes  after  the  operation. 

On  dissection,  the  right  auricle  was  found  greatly 
distended,  with  blood  in  a  fluid  state,  so  much  so, 
that  previous  to  opening  it,  it  felt  as  if  it  contained 
air,  but  none  whatever  was  observed  in  it.  The 
other  cavities  of  this  organ  were  quite  empty,  the 
injected  blood  seeming  to  have  passed  no  further 
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than  the  right  auricle.  On  opening  the  uterus  the 
portion  of  placenta  before  mentioned  was  found 
adhering  most  firmly  to  its  fundus,  nor  could  it  be 
removed  unless  forcibly  torn  away.  The  uterus- with 
the  part  of  placenta  adherent  was  preserved.  The 
great  bulk  of  this  mass  that  was  thrown  off  in  the 
first  instance  was  unusually  soft,  which  might  ao^ 
count  for  its  ready  separation  from  the  part  left 
behind.  There  were  three  of  the  pupils  present, 
all  of  whom  declared  that  the  placenta  was  expelled' 
by  uterine  action,  and  that  no  force  was  used*  The 
substance  of  the  uterus  and  all  the  intestines  were 
quite  blanched. 

This  woman  had  suffered  a  great  loss  of  blood 
previous  to  our  seeing  her;  had  the  hand  been 
passed  shortly  after  the  placenta  came  away,  and  as 
much  as  possible  of  what  remained  behind,  been 
separated  and  removed,  this  case  most  likely  would 
not  have  terminated  un&vourably. 

No.  120. — It  was  evident  from  the  report  given 
of  tiiis  case,  that  too  much  force  had  been  used  by 
the  person  in  attendance  in  the  removal  of  the 
placenta,  which  was  followed  by  a  violent  gush  of 
blood,  the  pulse  becoming  imperceptible.  The 
haemorrhage  was  speedily  checked  and  stimulants 
freely  given ;  after  which  she  took  60  drops  of 
tincture  of  opium  before  quietness  was  restored*^ 
She  continued  tolerably  composed  for  about  an 
hour,  when  she  again  became  extremely  restless  and 
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watehftil ;  her  pulse  sunk  rapidly,  and  she  expired 
in  eight  ^'^  *e  J;  J  *e  «.«=k.  'sh. 
had  no  heemorrhage  whatever  from  the  time  it  was 
first  stopped  as  above  stated.  She  took  in  divided 
doses  150  drops  of  tincture  of  opium,  but  with  little 
effeety  subsequent  to  the  second  occurrence  of  rest- 
lessness. 

On  examination  after  death  a  portion  of  placenta 
was  found  adherent  to  the  uterus  near  the  os  tinc». 
This  organ  was  firmly  contracted.  There  were 
some  bloody  points  observed  on  its  peritoneal 
covering,  which  in  other  places  did  not  seem  quite 
perfect.  All  the  other  viscera,  except  the  right 
lung,  which  was  smaller  than  usual,  were  healthy. 

I  shall  now  briefly  record  the  eight  cases  of 
internal  h»morrhage : — 

No.  19* — This  patient  had  considerable  internal 
haemorrhage  shortly  after  the  expulsion  of  the 
placenta,  inducing  syncope ;  the  hand  was  passed 
into  the  uterus,  which  was  found  distended  with 
coagula,  they  were  expelled  by  uterine  action  thus 
exdted,  and  all  unpleasant  symptoms  were  removed. 

No«  47^ — This  woman  had  profiise  internal 
haemorrhage  4  hours  after  delivery,  which  was 
counteracted  by  the  introduction  of  the  hand. 

No.  56. — ^This  woman  was  but  15  minutes  in 
labour.  She  had  severe  internal  haemorrhage  one 
boor  and  a  half  after  delivery,  counteracted  by  the 
introduction  of  the  hand. 
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plaiee  into  the  interior  of  the  uterus.  Of  the  43 
cases  before  mentioned,  26  remain  to  be  noticed ; 
of  these,  fifteen  are  deserving  of  attention,  the 
hemorrhage  being  serious ;  a  few  cursory  remarks 
will  suffice  for  the  remaining  eleven. 

No.  6. — This  woman  had  frequent  discharges  of 
blck>d  from  the  uterus,  for  the  first  ten  days  after 
delivery,  until  at  length  the  haemorrhage  becoming 
profuse,  and  her  strength  much  reduced*  the  hand 
was  passed  into  the  vagina,  and  the  fingers  intro- 
duced into  the  uterus;  by  which  means,  some 
coagula  were  removed,  and  the  discharge  ceased. 

No.  25. — This  woman  had  severe  hsBmorrfaage, 
with  great  debility,  an  hour  and  a  half  after 
delivery,  which  was  arrested  by  pressure  and  cold 
applications. 

No.  28. — S.  B.  was  admitted  August  18th;  she 
was  delivered  in  Bride-street,  on  her  way  to  the 
Hospital.  Two  hours  after,  considerable  haemorr- 
hage came  on,  which  weakened  her  very  much. 
The  uterus  was  relaxed,  and  after  having  given 
some  stimulants,  the  hand  was  passed,  and  clots 
removed,  from  which  time  it  contracted  firmly,  and 
the  loss  ceased. 

No.  31.^ — There  was  considerable  haemorrhage 
an  hour  after  delivery,  with  great  debility.  The 
hand  was  passed,  uterine  action  followed,  and  the 
discharge  ceased. 

No.    53. — Ten    minutes    after    delivery    severe 
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haemorrhage  came  on,  requiring  the  introduction 
of  the  hand  for  its  suppression.  She  continued 
weak  for  8<mie  time,  but  left  Hospital  well  on  the 
I3th  day. 

JN^o.  63. — ^The  labour  in  this  case  lasted  two 
hours;  the  placenta  was  expelled  in  ten  minutes. 
In  15  minutes  severe  hiemorrhage  came  on,  which 
was  checked  by  &e  introduction  of  the  hand. 
There  was  considerable  exhaustion,  which,  not- 
withstanding the  free  use  of  stimulants  and 
cordials,  continued  for  several  hours.  The  stomach 
was  very  irritable,  which  seemed  to  induce 
faintishness. 

No.  64. — This  woman  w:as  24  hours  in  labour, 
and  was  then  delivered  with  the  crotchet,  her  child 
being  dead,  as  indicated  by  &e  stethoscope  ;  it  was 
her  first  pregnancy.  The  placenta  was  thrown  off 
15  minutes  after  the  delivery  of  the  child,  and  five 
minutes  aft;er  this,  proiuse  hemorrhage  set  in, 
requiring  the  introduction  of  tlie  hand,  and  the 
use  of  stimulants. 

No.  71. — There  was  profuse  hsamorrhage  45 
minutes  after  the  delivery,  which  was  checked  by 
pressure  and  cold  applications. 

No.  106. — This  woman  had  considerable  haemorr- 
hage on  the  4th  day,  which  had  continued,  more 
or  less,  for  three  hours  before  we  were  called. 
The  uterus  was  distended^  but  contracted  under 
firm  pressure,  and  the  discharge  subsided.     In  less 


•I— 


•\i 


■~L-"i     -^     :-  _     .»s:ra 


*-    _       -  -^^      *  !• 


:  »■»- 


-.     1229 

■-■-     !»*• 


i.r-^-.    :r 


*\V 


^    T^ 


Zjx,   ^'    ir  »:> 


7*:r     Z'^il*L    T:^    7U£^e«N 


\ . 


•; -^    irafi-  .- a^«lten^:i•     iiEHiirc? 


SL-BSEQUENT  TO  EXPULSION  OF  PLACENTA.     l69 

the    only   means  of  inducing  permanent  contrac- 
tion. 

No.  129. This  woman  was  60  hours  in  labour  ; 

immediately  after  delivery  severe  haemorrhage  en- 
sued, which  was  checked  by  the  introduction  of  the 
hand ;  after  which  she  got  40  drops  of  tincture  of 

opium. 

No.    130. — In   this  case   the   labour  lasted   50 

hours ;    the  foetal   heart  having  ceased  to  pulsate, 
and  the  head  having  made  no  progress  for  several 
hours,  the  mother's  pulse  being  120,  the  head  was 
lessened   and  delivery    effected  by  the   crotche?. 
The   placenta    was   thrown   off  in  half  an   hour. 
followed  immediately  by  considerable  haemorrhage. 
Increased  pressure  was  made  and  cold  applied ;  but 
in  5  minutes    it   returned    to    a   serious   extent 
when  the  hand  was  passed,  and  the  uterus,  being 
emptied  of  its  contents,  contracted  well,  and  the 
discharge  ceased.    She  got  then  35  drops  of  tincture 
of  opium  to  procure  rest. 

In  the  eleven  cases  not  yet  noticed  the  haemorr- 
hage was  in  no  instance  severe ;  it  was  only  found 
necessary  in  three  to  introduce  the  hand,  viz.  Nos. 
ft  108,  and  1 13.  In  one  of  the  eleven  the  woman 
was  delivered  before  admission,  and  in  another  a 
portion  of  placenta  was  expelled  from  the  utenr^ 
the  day  after  deliverj-;  but  in  neither  wa*  th#:r^ 
need  of  more  than  the  ordinar}-  meansi  to  arr^^  th^ 
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than  an  hour  it  returned,  when  tlie  hand  was 
passed,  some  clots  removed,  and  cold  applied, 
which  arrested  the  discharge;  an  opiate  was  then 
given.  In  seven  hours  she  had  a  third  attadc,  when 
the  hand  was  again  introduced,  on  which  the  uterus 
contracted ;  firm  pressure  was  made  over  this  organ, 
another  opiate  was  given,  when  she  fell  asleep, 
and  had  no  return. 

No.  107. — There  was  considerable  hemorrhage 
an  hour  after  delivery,  for  which  it  was  necessary 
to  introduce  the  hand  twice,  to  ensure  permanent 
uterine  contraction.  .  She  was  so  debilitated  that 
her  pulse  was  for  some  time  imperceptible.  Sixty 
drops  of  tincture  of  opium  were  given  in  divided 
doses.  Stimulants  and  cordials  were  also  freely 
used,  when  her  strength  gradually  returned. 

No.  109. — The  hand  was  twice  passed  into  the 
uterus,  owing  to  hemorrhage.  Stimulants  were 
also  necessary.  She  had  sixty  drops  of  tincture  of 
opium  before  rest  ensued. 

No.  114. — This  woman  had  severe  hemorrhage 
45  minutes  after  delivery.  The  hand  was  passed 
three  times  before  it  ceased.  Stimulants  were  also 
freely  used,  and  she  had  80  drops  of  tincture  of 
opium. 

No.  115. — There  was  considerable  haemorrhage 
20  minutes  after  delivery,  rendering  the  introduc* 
tion  of  the  hand  necessarv,  which  was  found  to  be 
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the   only  means  of  inducing  permanent  contrJac- 
tion. 

No.  129- — ^This  woman  was  60  hours  in  labour ; 
immediately  after  delivery  severe  haemorrhage  en- 
saed,  whidi  was  checked  by  tlie  introduction  of  the 
hand ;  after  which  she  got  40  drops  of  tincture  of 
opium. 

No.  130. — ^In  this  case  tlie  labour  lasted  50 
hours;  the  foetal  heart  having  ceased  to  pulsate, 
and  the  head  having  made  no  progress  for  several 
hours,  the  mother's  pulse  being  120,  the  head  was 
lessened  and  delivery  effected  by  the  crotchet. 
The  placenta  was  thrown  off  in  half  an  hour, 
followed  immediately  by  considerable  hcemorrhage. 
Increased  pressure  was  made  and  cold  applied ;  but 
in  5  minutes  it  returned  to  a  serious  extent, 
when  the  hand  was  passed^  and  the  uterus,  being 
emptied  of  its  contents,  contracted  well,  and  the 
discharge  ceased.  She  got  then  35  drops  of  tincture 
of  opium  to  procure  rest. 

In  the  eleven  cases  not  yet  noticed  the  haemorr- 
hage was  in  no  instance  severe  ;  it  was  only  found 
necessary  in  three  to  introduce  the  hand,  viz.  Nos. 
9,  108,  and  113.  In  one  of  the  eleven  the  woman 
was  delivered  before  admission,  and  in  another  a 
portion  of  placenta  was  expelled  from  the  uterus 
the  day  after  delivery;  but  in  neither  was  there 
need  of  more  than  the  ordinarv  means  to  arrest  the 
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discharge.    For  further  particulars  as  to  these  cases 
see  General  Table,  Nos.  2,  7,  8,  13,  16,  20,  21,  36. 

I  have  now,  as  briefly  as  possible,  given  a  de- 
tailed account  of  all  the  haemorrhages  met  with'  in 
the  Hospital  during  my  residence  as  Master ;  at 
the  same  time  stating  the  treatment  pursued  in 
each,  as  minutely  as  could  be  done,  without  extend- 
ing the  cases  so  as  to  weary  the  reader. 

The  total  number  is  great,  amounting  to  one 
hundred  and  thvrty-one  ;  but  it  is  to  be  recollected 
that  in  this  are  included  all  ^nds  of  haemorrhages, 
viz*  tiiose  where  the  discharge  was  not.  akurmingy 
as  also  those  accompanied  with  grecU  danger.  This 
I  considered  absolutely  necessary,  my  object  being, 
to  give  a  faithful  report  of  all  such  occurrences, 
so  as  to  enable  the  reader  to  arrive  at  a  fair  con- 
clusion on  this  subject.  It  has  been  before  stated 
that  haemorrhage,  subsequent  to  the  birth  of  the 
child,  is  more  frequently  met  with  in  puUic  insti- 
tutions than  in  the  private  practice  of  elperienced 
individuals;  the  cause  of  this  is,  no  doubt,  owing 
to  inexperience .  on  the  part  of  tiie  pupils ;  thi% 
however,  never  can  be  avoided,  as  the  business  cS 
the  Hospital  could  not  be  conducted  without  sudi 
help ;  the  consequences,  however,  of  this  inexperir 
ence  are,  in  a  great  measure,  obviated,  by  the 
instant  assistance  afforded  by  the  arrangement 
adopted  in  this  Institution,  which  insures  tiie  resi- 
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dence  of  the  medical  officers,  one  of  whom  is  con- 
stantly on  the  spot.  Indeed  when  we  reflect  how 
invaluable  are  the  services  of  medical  men  thus 
effectually  educated,  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  we 
must  consider  evils  of  this  kind  more  than  counter- 
balanced. 

The  loss  oi  fimr  patients,  from  the  effects  of 
haemorrhage  subsequent  to  the  birth  of  the  child, 
out  of  16,414  deliveries,  must,  under  any  circum- 
stances be  deemed  moderate ;  and  by  referring  to 
the  cases,  viz.  Nos.  3,  55,  30,  20,  it  will  be  seen, 
that  in  each  of  the  four  there  were  other  causes 
tenading  to  induce  k  fatal  termination. 

Seven  of  the  131  cases  occurred  in  women 
delivered  of  twins^  and  in  all  of  these,  the 
haemorrhage  took  place  between  the  birth  of  the 
children,  and  expulsion  of '  the  afterbirth.  See 
Nos.  32,  39,  70,  82,  86,  10,  123. 

Of  the  131,  twenty 'four  occurred  between  the 
GAk  month  and  the  birth  of  the  child,  sixty-four 
between  the  birth  of  the  child,  and  delivery  of  the 
placenta,  and  f&rty-thtee  subsequent  to  its  expul- 
sion ;  eighty-one  of  the  total  number  of  children 
were  mcUes^  and  one  hundred  of  the  children  were 
bom  alive. 

The  following  tables  show  the  length  of  time 
each  woman  was  in  labour ;  also  the  age  of  each, 
and  whether  it  was  a  1st  or  subsequent  pregnancy. 
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Length  of  time  in  labour ;  thus  1  woman  was  i 
of  an  hour ;  1,  i  an  hour,  and  so  on.  See  eases 
for  particulars  as  to  the  time  13  were  in  labour. 


Hours  in  labour, 

i 

1 

i 

I 

1 
13 

2 
19 

3 
11 

4 
10 

5 

8 

6 

9 

7 
6 

8 
4 

10 
3 

11 

1 

12 

7 

14 

1 

15 

16 

20 

24 
5 

No,  of  Women, 

I 

1 

2 

Hours  in  labour, 

26 
1 

30 

1 

31 

1 

36 

1 

40 
2 

48 
3 

50 

1 

59 
1 

60 
2 

65 
T 

70 
1 

No.  of  Women, 

Age  of  women ;  thus,   1  woman  was  18,  and  so 
on.     See  cases  for  the  age  of  one. 


Age  of  Women, 

18 
1 

19 
3 

20 

8 

21 
5 

22 
8 

23 
6 

24 
6 

•25 
5 

26 

8 

27 
7 

28 
12 

29 
4 

30 
17 

31 
2 

32  33 
3   4 

34 

4 

li 

No.  of   Women, 

1 

Age  of  Women, 

36 
6 

38 
2 

39 
7 

40 
3 

50 

1 

No.  of  Women, 

Number  of  Pregnancy;  thus,  45  women  were 
delivered  of  their  1st  children.  See  cases  .for 
one. 


No.  of  Pregnancy, 

1 
45 

2 
16 

3 
11 

4 
13 

5 
12 

6 

7 

7 

7 

8   9 
4   6 

10 
3 

11 
2 

12 

1 

la 

3 

No.  of  Women, 

EXPLANATION    OF    GENERAL   TABLE. 

In  the  three  first  columns,  the  figure  1  points  out 
the  period  at  which  the  haemorrhage  occurred. 
In  the  two  columns  indicating  the  sex,  and  life 
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or  death  of  the  child,  B  represents  boy ;  G  girl ; 
1  alive;  D  dead;  Dp  putrid.  The  three 
succeeding  colnnms  shew  die  length  of  time  the 
ptdient  was  in  labour,  the  age  of  the  patient,  and 
Ae  number  of  children. 

The  9th  and  10th  columns  shew  the  hsmorrhagc 
to  have  been  unavoidable  or  accidental. 

In  the  last  column,  V  signifies  vide,  and  refers 
to  the  case  by  number. 
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No.  of  Case, 
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«i2 

Between    birth   of 
child  and  placenta. 

After  the  delivery 
of  the  placenta. 
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ON  RETENTION  OF  THE  PLACENTA. 

The  true  time  to  guard  against  this  untoward  oc- 
currence, is  during  the  delivery  of  the  child,  and 
when  applying  the  binder.  So  much  has  been 
already  urged,  when  treating  of  haemorrhage,  and 
also  of  the  management  of  natural  labours,  as  to 
what  we  consider  the  most  desirable  means  of 
prevention,  that  our  observations  here  may  be  brief. 
Much  difference  of  opinion  formerly  existed  as  to 
the  propriety  of  removing  the  afterbirth  speedily 
pr  otherwise ;  however  I  believe  it  is  now  generally 
the  established  practice,  having  waited  for  about 
two  hours,  and  employed  all  those  gentle  means 
ordinarily  recommended  for  its  removal,  but 
without  effect,  to  give  assistance.  To  avoid  as  far 
as  practicable,  this  necessitj/j  the  greatest  attention 
should  be  paid  to  promote  the  contraction  of  the 
uterus,  by  leaving  the  expulsion  of  the  child  to  its 
unaided  efforts,  thus  allowing  it  to  empty  itself 
slowly  and  gradually ;  at  the  same  time  with  gentle 
pressure  following  down  its  contraction,  until  the 
child  having  been  wholly  excluded,  the  uterine 
tumour  be  found  to  occupy  principally  the  cavity 
of  the  pelvis,  and  to  admit  of  the  binder  being 
applied    with    advantage.      In    my    opinion    firm 
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pressure  with  the  hand,  where  this  organ  continues 
distended  and  relaxed,  is  much  more  effectual  in 
reducing  its  size  than  any  other  method ;  therefore 
we  delay  the  application  of  the  binder  until  this  is 
as  far  as  possible  accomplished ;  at  least  until  it 
feels  firm  and  tolerably  compressed  into  the  pelvis. 
When,  notwithstanding  all  our  care,  we  are 
compelled  to  introduce  the  hand  for  the  placenta, 
our  chief  object  should  be  to  excite  uterine  action, 
and  so  effect  its  expulsion,  and  not  to  drag  it  away 
by  rude  efforts  ;  as,  by  so  doing,  severe  haemorrhage 
is  very  likely  to  ensue,  or  the  uterus  itself  sustain 
injury,  often  followed  by  serious  inflammation.  The 
most  frequent  cause  of  retained  placenta  is  inaction 
of  the  uterus,  and  the  mere  introduction  of  the 
hand  into  its  cavity  will  be  found  sufficient  in  almost 
all  such  cases ;  at  most,  slightly  stimulating  it,  by 
the  motion  of  the  hand,  will  seldom  fail  to  succeed. 
Where  the  irregular  or  spasmodic  contraction 
exists,  much  more  time  as  well  as  exertion  is 
necessary ;  in  the  first  place,  to  effect  the  complete 
introduction  of  the  hand,  and  in  the  next  to  separate 
the  placenta ;  which  in  the  great  majority  of  these 
cases,  is  found  to  adhere  with  considerable  firmness. 
We  have  never,  however,  met  with  an  instance, 
where  gentle  efforts  steadily  persevered  in,  were 
not  sufficient  to  overcome  the  spasm.  When  in- 
troducing the  hand  under  these  circumstances,  we 
will  derive  much  benefit  from  pressing  over  the 
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fundus  uteri  with  the  left  hand,  or  having  an  as- 
sistant to  do  so,  in  order  to  keep  the  uterus  as 
fixed  as  possible ;  at  the  same  time  passing  the 
fingers  up  along  the  funis,  so  as  to  guide  us  at  once 
to  the  placenta,  being  most  careful  not  to  stretch 
the  cord,  which  excites  a  spasmodic  action,  parti- 
cularly of  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  so  as  to  render 
the  introduction  of  the  hand  much  mbre  painful  and 
diflScult. 

Where   the   afterbirth    is   retained    by    morbid 
adhesion,  it  is  recommended   by  most  writers  to 
remove  as  much  as  can  be  effected  by  gentle  means,' 
leaving  the   remainder   to  be   thrown    off  in  the 
discharges ;  in  this  we  concur ;  but  in  separating 
the   different   portions,   extreme  caution   must  be 
used  to  avoid  injuring   the  uterus,  otherwise  thci 
most  fatal  inflammation  will  often  be  the  result.   The 
danger   under   such  circumstances  is  haemorrhage, 
either  immediate   or  remote^  to  a  proftise  extetit  \ 
likewise  abdominal  inflammation  or  fever ;  each  of 
which  is   carefully  to  be  guarded  against.     Much 
attention  should  be  paid  to  the  state  of  the  abdometi 
after  delivery,  and  on  the  occurrence  of  the  least"  ^ 
tenderness,   leeches  should  be  freely  applied,  fol-  ' 
lowed  by  the  warm  bath,  in  which  the  patient  should' 
be   permitted   to  remain  for   an  hour,  should  het* 
strength  bear  it ;  small  doses  of  calomel  and  hippo  ' 
will  be  useful,  given  every  3d  or  4th  hour ;    and  ^ 
when  the  vaginal  discharges  are  offensive,  benefit 
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will  be  derived  from  tejnd  injections  of  infusion  of 
chamomile,  with  an  eighth  part  of  camphorated 
spirits  every  6  or  8  hours.  Where  the  patient 
suffers  much  in  the  removal  of  the  afterbirth,  I 
would  recommend  the  use  of  the  calomel  and  hippo 
to  be  commenced  immediately  after  delivery,  so  as 
to  be  beforehand  with  any  inflammatory  attack,  a 
grain  and  half  of  each  every  4th  hour,  will  be  found 
sufficient,  watching  its  effects  on  the  system. 

In  the  delivery  of  the  placenta  in  all  cases, 
whether  the  hand  be  introduced  or  not,  we  should 
be  careful  to  bring  away  the  membranes  as  perfect 
as  possible,  for  should  any  portion  of  them  remain, 
it  is  apt  to  excite  after-pains,  and  induce  foetid  dis- 
charges ;  and  when  observed  coming  away  in  the 
lochia,  generally  subjects  us  to  the  charge  of  ne- 
glect or  hurry. 

Sixty-six  cases  of  retention  of  the  placenta  re- 
quiring the  introduction  of  the  hand,  occurred 
during  my  residence  as  master.  Thirty-seven  from 
want  of  proper  uterine  action ;  nineteen  from 
spasmodic  or  irregular  action,  and  ten  where  the 
placenta  was  adherent.  Thirty-Jive  of  the  children 
were  males,  and  thirty-Jive  females ;  there  having 
b^n  4  twin  cases.  Fourteen  of  the  seventy  were 
still-born ;  nine  of  which  were  putrid.  In  twenty- 
four  of  the  Q&j  there  was  slight  haBmorrhage ;  and  in 
four  the  delivery  had  been  forced.  In  one  case  the 
hand  was  introduced  half  an  hour  after  the  birth 
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c^  the  diild ;  in  three  cases  in  one  hour ;  in  one  in 
45  minutes ;  in  one  in  li  hour  ;  vn  fifty  in  2  hours  ; 
in  two  in  3  hours ;  in  one  in  5  hours ;  in  seven  the 
time  is  not  noted.  In  four  instances  the  Amis  had 
been  separated.  Two  of  the  66  were  premature 
births  at  the  7th  month. 

She  of  the  66  women  died ;  four  of  puerperal 
fever,  which  was  then  prevalent  in  the  hospital  ; 
one  of  inflammation  of  the  uterus ;  and  one  (a  feeble 
woman),  sunk  on  the  eighth  day  after  delivery. 
In  each  of  the  Hxj  the  placenta  was  retained  by 
the  irregular  action  of  the  uterus,  viz. : — 

No.  25. — Was  delivered  of  her  second  child, 
June  21st,  7  p-m .,  after  a  labour  of  3  hours ;  she 
had  slight  hsemorrhage  for  some  time  aft;erwards, 
which  made  it  desiraUe  to  introduce  the  hand, 
when  an  hourglass  contraction  of  the  uterus  was 
discovered;  the  placenta  was  found  in  the  lower 
chamber,  the  membranes  being  held  tight  in  the 
upper ;  they  were,  however,  liberated  without 
difficulty. 

She  was  attacked  at  3  p.m.  on  the  22d,  with 
slight  pain  of  the  abdomen,  when  she  was  ordered 
a  draught  of  castor  oil  and  turpentine,  (as  the 
bowels  had  not  been  freely  acted  on,  though  she 
had  taken  some  active  purgatives);  to  be  well 
stuped,  and  have  an  injection. 

8  p.M.^ — Pulse  hurried;  bowels  have  not  yet 
acted  freely;    abdomen   tolerably  soft,   not   very 
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sensible  to  pressure,  though  the  pain  has  rather 
increased. 

Four  dozen  leedies  to  be  applied^  followed  by  a 
wann  bath;  an  injection  with  turpentine  to  be 
llirown  up  ;  and  to  hate  calomel  and  hippo,  of  each 
4  grains  every  second  hour. 

23d,  9  A.M. — Pulse  130  small;  tongue  moist, 
whitish ;  abdomen  rather  full,  with  considerable 
tenderness  on  pressure,  particularly  over  the 
uterus ;  complains  of  inability  to  turn  in  the  bed ; 
felt  easy  after  the  batlv  but  the  pain  shortly  re- 
turned ;  slept  little ;  drank  copiously ;  took  5 
powders,  the  last  induced  vomiting ;  bowels  6  times 
relieved. 

LfCeches  and  warm  bath  to  be  repeated ;  to  be 
stuped  every  2d  hour ;  omit  powders ;  to  have  5 
grains  of  calomel  and  i  grain  of  opium  in  a  pill 
every  2d  hour. 

9  P*M. — Pulse  136;  abdomen  somewhat  softer, 
but  still  very  sensible  to  pressure;  experienced 
much  relief  from  the  bath ;  slept  occasionally ; 
drank  freely ;  took  6  pills  and  a  castor-oil  draught 
with  turpentine ;  bowels  twice  opened ;  breathing 
hurried ;  says  she  feels  easier. 

Continue  pills ;  repeat  the  leeches  and  bath. 

24th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  130;  tongue  dry,  covered 
with  white  fur ;  abdomen  full,  but  much  less  painful 
on  pressure;  took  eight  pills;  bowels  3  times 
<^ened;   vomited  frequently  this  morning;  drank 
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7  l^uarts  of  whey  ;  felt  relieved  by  the  bath  ;  slept 
frequently. 

Pills  to  be  continued;  to  be  put  into  a  warm 
bath ;  to  have  a  turpentine  injection. 

9  P.M.— Pulse  130,  scarcely  perceptible  ;  tongue 
covered  with  brown  fur  ;  abdomen  quite  distended 
and  hard,  without  pain  on  pressure ;  breathing  ex- 
tremely laboured ;  strength  rapidly  sinking ;  bowels 
repeatedly  opened  ;  frequent  vomiting ;  drank  two 
gallons ;  took  six  pills. 

To  have  one  grain  of  solid  opium  with  her  pill 
every  2d  hour,  as  before,  until  the  stomach  be 
quieted ;  frequent  stupes  to  the  abdomen. 

25th,  10  A.M. — She  sunk  gradually  and  died  at 

9  A.M. 

On  dissection,  there  was  a  considerable  quantity 
of  purulent  fluid  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
domen, also  a  small  quantity  in  the  left  cavity  of 
the  thorax.  The  inner  surface  of  the  uterus  had 
an  unhealthy  appearance,  and  was  covered  with  a 
grumous  foetid  discharge ;  there  were  several  inflam- 
matory spots  on  the  mucous  surface  of  the  stomach. 

No.  26. — The  placenta  was  retained  by  irregular 
contraction  of  the  uterus,  rendering  the  introduction 
of  the  hand  necessary.  She  was  delivered  on  the 
12th,  and  was  seized  on  the  13th  with  shivering, 
pain  in  the  abdomen,  and  other  symptoms  of  puer- 
peral fever,  which  proved  fatal  on  the  1 7th. 

On  examination  of  the  body  there  was  a  con- 
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siderable  quantity  of  seropurulent  fluid  found  in  the 
abdominal  cavity,  and  some  purulent  matter  in  the 
broad  ligaments  of  the  uterus ;  there  was  also  some 
fluid  in  both  thoracic  cavities. 

No.  30. — Was  admitted  to  be  delivered  of  her 
1st  child,  Nov.  24th.  She  was  reported  to  have 
been  several  days  in  labour,  having  been  attended 
by  other  practitioners.  The  head  was  pressing 
firmly  on  the  perineum,  and  seemed  as  if  it  would 
readily  be  expelled  by  any  tolerable  uterine 
action;  her  pulse  was  130;  tongue  foul;  coun- 
tenance anxious ;  great  restlessness ;  the  abdomen 
was  free  from  pain,  and  the  catheter  passed  with 
ease  into  the  bladder.  The  uterine  action  was 
very  feeble;  however,  the  head  being  nearly  ex- 
pelled, by  gentle  assistance  with  the  finger  during 
the  pain,  the  delivery  was  readily  concluded.  In 
three  hours  after  it  was  necessary  to  pass  up  the 
haiid,  when  there  was  found  hourglass  contraction, 
which  was  gradually  overcome,  and  the  placenta 
brought  away. 

In  12  hours  after  delivery  she  was  attacked  with 
puerperal  fever,  which  proved  fatal  on  the  4th  day. 

On  dissection  about  four  ounces  of  reddish 
serum  were  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen ; 
the  uterus  was  large  and  unusually  vascular;  at 
one  spot,  anteriorly,  towards  its  ftindus,  it  exhibited 
a  black  and  gangrenous  appearance,  which  being 
cut  into   contained  a  dark   sanious  and  somewhat 
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puFulent  fluid,  with  very  (fisagreeable  odoijo*,  with 
which  the  vessels  of  the  uterus  were  all  charged ; 
the  left  cavity  of  the  chest  contained  about  4 
ounces,  the  right  2,  of  a  reddish  fluid  mixed  with 
flakes  of  lymph.  The  pericardium  contained  at 
least  eight  ounces  of  a  clear  limpid  fluid. 

She  took  during  her  illness  eighty-one  grains  of 
calomel,  with  thnty4>eight  of  hippo  ;  h^  three  dozen 
leeches  applied,  with  firequent  stupes  and  a  warm 
bath,  and  a  blister  to  the  chest. 

No.  41. — The  feet  presented  with  prolapsed 
fimis  in  which  there  was  no  pulsation ;  the  placenta 
was  retained  by  spasmodic  action  requiring  manual 
interference. 

Severe  peritoneal  inflammation  set  in  on  the  3d 
day,  and  proved  fatal  on  the  6th. 

No.  50. — In  an  hour  and  a  half  afteir  the  birtii 
of  the  child  a  slight  loss  took  place,  which  was 
checked  .by  binding  tightly;  it  returned  in  15 
minutes,  when  the  hand  was  passedxtp  and  hour- 
glass contraction  detected,  requiring  much  caution 
Mid  perseverance  to  overcome  it.  Shortly  after  de- 
livery she  complained  of  severe  pain  in  the  uterine 
region,  much  increased  by  pressure.  Symptoms 
of  inflammation  of  the  uterus  became  rapidly  urgent, 
and  she  died  on  tiie  5th  day.  She  was  repeatedly 
leeched^  had  many  warm  baths,  and  her  mouth  was 
afiected  by  mercury  previous  to  death. 

On   dissection  the  different  viscera  were  found 
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bealthy,  with  the  excepticHi  of  the  uterus,  which 
showed  marked  evidences  of  inflammation  both  in- 
temaUy  and  externally ;  that  part  to  which  the 
placenta  had  been  attached  was  in  a  state  of  slough. 
She  had  suffered  much  mental  distress  previous 
to  admission,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  her 
husband. 

No.  1 7. — Was  sixty  hours  in  Ungering  labour  of 
her  1st  child;  she  was  a  feeble  delicate  woman, 
37  years  of  age  ;  the  placenta  was  removed  by  the 
hand,  in  consequence  of  spasmodic  action  of  the 
uterus.  She  never  made  any  attempt  at  recovery, 
and  died  on  the  eighth  day. 

Such  is  the  history  of  the  six  cases  where  death 
took  place  after  the  removal  of  the  placenta.  In 
four  the  fatal  termination  was  evidently  the  conse- 
quence of  the  epidemic  then  prevailing  in  the 
Hospital.  This,  in  connexion  with  the  three  cases 
detailed  in  the  article  on  Haemorrhage,  viz.  Nos. 
36»  39,  40,  all  occurring  nearly  at  the  same  time, 
and  under  similar  circumstances,  proves  beyond 
dispute  the  extreme  danger  of  manual  interference 
where  such  a  tendency  .to  peritoneal  inflammation 
exists.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  almost 
all  of  the  cases  which  terminated  unfavourably  at 
this  particular  period,  would  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, have  recovered  without  any  serious 
consequences ;  indeed  I  am  fully  borne  out  in  this 
by  the  result  of  other  similar  cases  where  the  same 
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means  were  had  recourse  to  with  impunity.  I  am 
not  aware,  however,  of  any  way  of  avoiding  the 
necessity  for  the  introduction  of  the  hand,  further 
than  by  paying  the  most  rigid  attention  to  all  those 
measures  so  frequently  alluded  to,  in  order  to  pro- 
mote the  gradual  and  perfect  contra>ctian  of  the 
uterus.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  in  Hospital 
we  are  compelled  to  interfere  much  more  frequently 
than  in  private  practice,  owing  to  want  of  attention 
to  these  truly  important  circumstances.* 

Of  the  remaining  thirteen  cases  where  the  pla- 
centa was  retained  by  spasmodic  action  of  the 
uterus,  all  recovered  without  any  unpleasant 
symptom.  In  eight  Mly  two  hours  had  elapsed 
from  the  birth  of  the  child  before  the  hand  was 
introduced ;  in  one  1^  hour ;  in  two  1  hour ;  and 
in  two  the  precise  time  was  not  recorded.  In  one 
of  the  13  the  delivery  had  been  forced.  In  two  of 
the  13  the  funis  had  been  separated,  viz. — 

No.  37. — This  woman  had  the  placenta  retained 
by  hourglass  contraction.  In  two  hours  the  hand 
was  introduced,  and  it  was  with  considerable  exer^ 
tion  overcome  ;  there  had. been  some  haemorrhage. 


*  Doctor  Ramsbotham  gives  eleven  cases  which  proved  fatal, 
where  the  placenta  was  retained ;  most  of  these  were  accompanied 
with  haemorrhage.  These  were  cases  to  which  Dr.  Ramsbotham 
was  called  in  consultation,  and  in  my  opinion,  most  of  the 
patients  fell  a  sacrifice  to  delay  previous  to  his  seeing  them. 
Vol.  1st. 
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The  funis  had  been  separated  by  the  midwife  who 
had  attended  her. 

No.  49- — The  ftmis,  which  was  putrid,  separated 
from  the  placenta.  On  the  introduction  of  the 
hand,  two  hours  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  hour-* 
glass  contraction  was  discovered. 

In  four  of  the  thirteen  there  was  slight  haemorr- 
hage, but  no  occurrence  worthy  of  detail. 

I  shall  now  allude  to  those  thirty'Seven  cases 
where  the  placenta  was  retained  by  inaction  of  the 
uterus ;  of  these  twelve  were  attended  with  slight 
haemorrhage ;  three  of  the  37  were  twin  cases  ;  in 
three  the  delivery  had  been  forced ;  in  one  the 
breech  presented,  and  in  two  the  funis  had  been 
separated.  In  thirty -two  of  the  37  two  hours  had 
elapsed  previous  to  the  introduction  of  the  hand ; 
in  one  1  hour ;  in  one  45  minutes  ;  in  one  half  an 
hour ;  and  in  two  the  time  is  not  noted. 

All  the  women  recovered  favourably.  Seven  only 
of  the  37  present  any  circumstance  of  interest,  viz. : 

No.  5. — The  hand  was  passed  for  the  removal  of 
the  placenta  two  hours  after  the  birth  of  the  child, 
the  funis  had  been  separated.  Thirty  hours  after 
delivery,  she  experienced  acute  abdominal  uneasi- 
ness, with  considerable  fever,  requiring  general  and 
local  bleeding,  fomentations,  &c.  &c. 

No.  7. — The  placenta  was  removed  by  the  hand- 
an  hour  and  a  half  after  deUvery,  the  patient  having 
fallen  into  a  state  of  stupor. 
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No.  24. — In  an  hour  and  a  half  after  the  birth  of 
the  child,  smart  hsemorrhage  came  on,  followed  by 
considerable  debility.  She  was  recovered  by  cor- 
dials, and  the  hand  was  passed  to  promote  the 
expulsion  of  the  placenta,  which  was  found  partiaUy 
adherent  to  the  uterus.  It  was  cautiously  separated 
and  removed,  and  the  patient  did  well. 

No.  28. — Was  admitted  in  labour  of  her  first 
child ;  the  os  uteri  was  but  little  dilated,  and  the 
head  very  high  up  in  the  pelvis  ;  the  uterine  action 
continued  to  harass  her  without  making  the  least 
advance,  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  however,  became 
tolerably  well  dilated.  At  the  expiration  of  48 
hours,  a  grain  of  opium  was  given,  to  try  and  pro- 
cure some  rest,  but  having  had  no  effect,  ih  an  hour 
and  a  half  40  drops  of  the  tincture  were  given  in  a 
castor-oil  draught,  which  afforded  her  some  respite. 
Uterine  action  afterwards  returned,  and,  (hough  the 
OS  uteri  became  nearly  obliterated,  still  the  head 
remained  stationary.  The  pulse  having  now 
1)ecome  extremely  rapid  (150),  and  her  istrength 
giving  way,  the  head  was  lessened  and  delivery 
effected  by  the  crotchet.  In  half  an  hour  after, 
slight  hsemorrhage  appearing,  the  hand  was  in* 
troduced,  and  the  placenta  remdved.  She  did 
well. 

No.  34. — Had  been  in  labour  ti?^6  days  before 
admission  ;  she  was  delivered  "with  the  crotchety  in 
consequence  of  extreme  debility  s€ltting  in.     The 
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side  of  the  head  presented,  the  ear  being  the  first 
point  reached  by  the  finger.  After  the  delivery  of 
the  child,  there  was  a  slight  discharge  of  blood,  the 
uterus  remaining  large  and  badly  contracted ;  the 
hand  was  passed  up,  and  the  placenta  found  ad- 
herent, requiring  some  assistance  to  separate  it. 
When  expelled  it  was  observed  to  contain  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  gritty  or  calcareous  deposit 
over  the  greater  portion  of  its  uterine  surface. 
Her  strength  now  improved,  yet  the  pulse  continued 
feeble,  and  she  could  not  get  any  rest  from  sickness 
of  stomach  and  vomiting. 

She  was  given  two  grains  of  powdered  opium, 
with  ten  of  calomel,  which  was  followed  by  three 
hours'  sleep.  Her  bowels  had  not  been  opened 
for  a  fortnight  previous  to  admission,  and  it  was 
not  until  she  had  taken  repeated  doses  of  medicine 
that  free  evacuations  could  be  procured.  She 
left  hospital  well  on  the  13th  day. 

No.  46. — After  48  hours'  labour,  during  which 
the  pains  produced  great  irritation  and  excitement, 
the  pulse  became  quick  and  feeble,  and  the  head 
having  made  no  progress  for  36  hours,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  lessen  it;  considerable  dif- 
ficulty was  experienced  in  the  delivery,  owing  to 
its  size,  and  complete  state  of  ossification.  This 
woman  had  been  twice  force-delivered  with  former 
children.  The  hand  was  passed  in  45  minutes,  as 
t^e  uterus  remained  relaxed,  and  there  was  some 
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draining;   this  induced  uterine  action,    which  ex- 
pelled the  placenta,  and  she  did  well. 

No.  66. — Two  hours  after  the  birth  of  the  child, 
during  which  time  every  effort  was  used  to  promote 
the  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  but  without  effect,  the 
hand  was  passed,  on  which  the  uterus  acted  weU, 
and  it  was  thrown  off.  This  woman  had  suffered 
great  distress  for  72  hours  after  admission,  from 
constant  pain  in  the  back,  which  produced  no  effect 
on  the  OS  uteri.  She  was  treated  with  tartar  emetic 
during  the  day,  with  an  opiate  at  night,  after  which 
time,  the  os  uteri  began  to  dilate,  and  in  18  hours 
she  was  delivered  of  a  healthy  child,  after  a  labour 
of  90  hours.     It  was  her  first  pregnancy. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  state  the  particulars  of  the 
ten  cases  in  which  the  retention  of  the  placenta  was 
consequent  on  its  firm  adhesion  to  the  uterus.  In 
seven  of  these,  tico  hours  had  elapsed  previous  to 
the  introduction  of  the  hand ;  in  one  (who  was 
delivered  before  admission  into  Hospital)  5  hours  ; 
in  tico  the  exact  time  is  not  stated.  In  Jour  of  the 
10  there  was  more  or  less  haemorrhage.  Two  of. 
the  births  were  premature,  at  the  7th  month.  Two 
of  the  children  were  putrid.  One  was  a  twin  case* 
All  the  women  recovered  favourably. 

No.  20. — There  being  some  hsemorrhage,  the 
hand  was  passed  an  hour  and  a  half  afl:er  the  birtli 
of  the  child ;  the  placenta,  which  was  found  adherent, 
was  cautiously  separated  and  removed. 
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No.  42. — This  woman  was  broosfat  :n 
hours  after  the  birth  of  her  child ;  on  her  t-it 
had  profuse  hsemorrhage.      The  pLai^enia.    i^ttjz 
retained,   the  hand  was  introduced,  -^rien    r  v^ 
found  firmly  adherent ;  it  was  cautiiiiL^iy  -^jsr^^ 
and  removed.     She  continued  for  yrxa^.  -su?  •>•-& 
less,   when  she  got   a   fall   opiaCfc.   5uln'»-rt     -^ 
slieep. 

No.  57. — Had  considerable  a^mrmjBr'  --" 
minutes  after  the  birth  of  die  Tauiit.  -^^^r,  »--* 
checked  by  pressure,  cold,  kc  li  ?n  ^^r.j^  -r.* 
a  half  after  this,  the  hand  waa  v&M^f^  ^r--  "j 
placenta  separated  from  the  fiziin»  u-. 
it  was  adherent,  and  brought  aw^r. 

No.  58. — This  was  a  premarir* 
7tli  month ;  the  breech  pre^Tiv^t- 
the  hand  was  introduced  fcr  :2i^ 
was  firmly  adherent. 

No.  59- — ^This  woman  -s^fe  -i't  L  -  *—-,<    /  < 
putrid  child;  tbe  discharge*  vjci   :.ur.:.'j.  <l..' 
labour  were  most  offensire.     Tzjy.   ;>i<»/-r::> 
adherent  was  separated.    H*t  z^t. 
and  interrupted ;  there  wa«  i!ir^.   p*:*  <; 
of  the  lower  extremities  for  v^-^l.-,  •.  Ui*    <./.    : ..    ,  ,^ 
afterwards  attacked  with  m&L  Jii. 

No-    60. — ^Tbe  placenta  w?^*  z^x.-.^-f,  \r 
than   two  hours;  on  intrfjduc:!.--/  ""^^^   '^'f„    •■    ^-^ 
found  firmly  adherent  througWjt  h»  w  r*  .  .--.u^ 
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vhk  ififfienltv   separated   all    but  a   smaU 

winek  conki  not  be  removed  withoat  in- 

iatjiBy  on  die  atems.     Stte  recoTered  well, 

Lett  hospital  on  the  10th  day. 

No.  Dl. — The  hand  was  passed  2i  hours  after 

ihtt  birth  oi  the  child^  and  tihe  placenta,  which  was 

adherent^  separated  aixd  nanoTed. 

No.  d2* — This  womiHi  had  an  epileptic  fit  at  the 
tktte  ut*  deliYenr  ^  the  pbcema  being  retained  two 
hmir^  and  :$iMBie  hanaorrhase  coining  on,  the  hand 
pab^ed^  when  cl  was  foond  adherent ;  part  of  it 
tM^dr  detached^  but  the  greater  portion  re- 
vfMjyr^  :)aaie  esettkxi  for  its  separation.  She  was 
chi^tt  tightly  buiUMi  and  got  40  drt^  of  tincture  of 
<itiiiijNi»  toUowed  by  sleep.  She  left  hospital  well  on 
tM  l^:>^d&y. 

\ow  t>^ — ^There  was  considerable  internal 
hmuMrrhage  previous  to  the  expulsion  of  the 
^«Aii^riib)u  The  hand  was  at  length  introduced, 
>^Hi  it  w^  foond  adherent  to  the  fundus 
4A^^4  ;ttid  cautiously  separated.  Her  pulse 
yttWiiitwttlj:  ^i^^ble>  stimulants  were  freely  given. 
NK  Wl  4jk>  drops  of  tincture  of  opium,  followed 

\i>^  iKt. — This  was  a  twin  case ;  the  first  child 

y^v»vu^xii  tMUurally*  the   second  with  the   breech, 

Hu^  .Ufr  utinerval   rf  ten  minutes.     It  was   a  pre- 

^ii^^v  lintKHtr  at  the  7th   month.     The   1st  child 
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was  born  alive,  the  second  putrid.  The  uterus 
shortly  after  becoming  distended,  on  making 
pressure  some  clots  were  expelled,  but  the  pulse 
becoming  weak  the  hand  was  passed ;  the  removal 
of  the  placenta  of  the  first  child  was  easily  effected, 
but  that  of  the  second  being  putrid  and  adherent, 
caused  great  diflSculty.  Stimulants  and  cordials 
were  afterwards  required,  and  a  draught  containing 
35  drops  of  tincture  of  opium  procured  sleep. 

This  is  a  brief  record  of  all  the  interesting 
circumstances  met  with  in  the  sixty-six  cases  of 
retention  of  the  placenta,  which  occurred  in  the 
Hospital,  and  the  treatment  adopted  in  each. 

The  following  tables  show  the  length  of  time  the 
patients  were  in  labour ;  also  their  respective 
ages,  and  whether  it  was  a  first  or  subsequent 
pregnancy. 

Table  shewing  length  of  time  in  labour ;  thus  2 
were  1  hour ;  8,  2  hours,  and  so  on ;  for  the  time 
4  of  the  patients  were  in  labour,  see  cases  : — 


Hours  in  labour, 

1 
2 

2 

8 

3 

10 

4 

7 

5 
5 

6 
2 

7 
5 

8 
3 

9 

I 

10 

1 

11 
1 

12 
3 

18 
2 

14 

I 

16 
1 

21 

1 

24 
2 

No.  of  Women, 

1 

Hour*  in  Labour, 

28 

1 

48 
3 

60 

I 

70 

I 

90 
1 

No.  of  Patients, 
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it  was  with  difficulty  separated  all  but  a  small 
portion)  which  could  not  be  removed,  without  in- 
flicting injury  on  the  uterus.  She  recovered  well, 
and  left  hospital  on  the  10th  day. 

No.  61* — The  hand  was  passed  2i  hours  after 
the  birth  of  the  child,  and  the  placenta,  which  was 
adherent,  separated  and  removed. 

No.  62. — This  woman  had  an  epileptic  fit  at  die 
time  of  delivery;  the  placenta  being  retained  two 
liours,  and  some  haemorrhage  coming  on,  the  hand 
was  passed,  when  it  was  found  adherent ;  part  of  it 
was  easily  detached,  but  the  greater  portion  re- 
quired some  exertion  for  its  separation.  She  was 
then  tightly  bound,  and  got  40  drops  of  tincture  of 
opium,  followed  by  sleep.  She  left  hospital  well  on 
the  18th  day. 

No.  63. — There  was  considerable  internal 
haemorrhage  previous  to  the  expulsion  of  the 
placenta.  The  hand  was  at  length  introduced, 
when  it  was  found  adherent  to  the  fiindus 
uteri  and  cautiously  separated.  Her  pulse 
remaining  feeble,  stimulants  were  freely  given; 
She  had  40  drops  of  tincture  of  opium,  followed 
by  sleep." 

No.  64. — This  was  a  twin  case ;  the  first  child 
presented  naturally,  the  second  with  the  breech, 
with  an  interval  of  ten  minutes.  It  was  a  pre- 
mature labour  at  the  7th   month.     The   1st  child 
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was  bom  alivet  the  second  putrid.  The  uterus 
shortly  after  becomiDg  distended,  on  making 
pressure  some  dots  were  expelled,  but  the  pulse 
becoming  weak  the  hand  was  passed ;  the  removal 
of  the  placenta  of  the  first  child  was  easily  effected, 
bat  that  of  the  second  being  putrid  and  adherenti 
caused  great  difficulty.  Stimulants  and  cordials 
were  afterwards  required,  and  a  draught  containing 
35  drops  of  tincture  of  opium  procured  sleep. 

This  is  a  brief  record  of  all  the  interesting 
circumstances  met  with  in  the  sixty-six  cases  of 
retention  of  the  placenta,  which  occurred  in  the 
Hospital,  and  the  treatment  adopted  in  each. 

The  following  tables  show  the  length  of  time  the 
patients  were  in  labour ;  also  their  respective 
ages,  and  whether  it  was  a  first  or  subsequent 
pregnancy. 

Table  shewing  length  of  time  in  labour ;  thus  2 
were  1  hour ;  8,  2  hours,  and  so  on ;  for  the  time 
4  of  the  patients  were  in  labour,  see  cases  : — 


Houn  in  labour, 

1 
2 

2 

8 

3 

10 

4 

7 

5 
5 

6 
2 

7 
5 

8 
3 

9 
1 

10 
1 

11 
T 

12 
3 

IS 
2 

14 

1 

15 
1 

21 
1 

24 
2 

No.  of  Women, 

1 

Houn  in  Labour, 

28 
1 

48 
3 

60 
1 

70 
1 

90 

1 

No.  of  Patienta, 
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Table  showing  the  age,  thus  1  woman  was  1 8 ;  4 
were  19)  and  so  on. 


Age  of  Patients, 

18 
1 

19 
4 

20 
5 

2] 
2 

22 
6 

23 
1 

24 
6 

25 
5 

•26 
4 

27 
4 

28 

7, 

29 

I 

30 
7 

31 
2 

32 
2 

35 
3 

37 

1 

No.  of  Women, 

Age  of  Pfttients, 

38 
I 

39 
2 

40 
7 

No.  of  Women, 

Table  showing  the  number   of  pregnancy,  thus 
38  were  1st  pregnancies,  and  so  on. 


1 

2 
10 

3 
6 

4 
2 

5 
7 

6 
2 

7 
T 

8 
2 

9 

1 

11 
1 

No.  of  WomeOf 

38 

The  concluding  table,  from  which  there  is 
reference  to  the  cases  detailed,  affords  the  means 
of  making  many  interesting  calculations,  and  like- 
wise of  forming  some  practical  conclusions.  In  the 
column  marking  the  cmise  of  retention,  the  letter  I 
signifies  Inaction;  the  letters  H.G.  Hourglass ; 
and  the  letters  A.D.  Adliesion.  In  the  column 
marking  whether  the  child  was  born  living  or 
dead,  the  figure  1  indicates  its  being  alive,  the 
letter  D.  dead,  the  letters  Dp.  putrid.  In  the 
column  headed  force-delivered,  the  occurrence 
of  the  figure  1  signifies  that  the  delivery  was 
forced. 
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ON  CONVULSIONS. 

There  are  few  circumstances  more  calculated  to 
idarm   the  practitioner,    or   excite    terror    in   the 
Mends  of  the  patient,  than  the  occurrence  of  con- 
vulsions  during  the  progress  of  labour;   and  the 
result  both  with  regard  to  the  mother  and  child 
proves  the  danger  serious.     This  attack  occasion- 
ally sets  in  without   the  medical  attendant   being 
aware   of  its  approach,  in   consequence   of  there 
being  no  decided  premonitory  symptoms  ;  however, 
an    experienced    observer  will    not   unfrequently 
notice  many  circumstances  preceding  the  seizure, 
sufficient  to  arouse  his  apprehension.     It  is,  there- 
fore, of  vast  importance  that  we  should  retain  in 
mind  every  particular  in  the  least  degree  calculated 
to  put  us  on  our  guard,  as  by  the  timely  use  of 
active  means,  the  occurrence  of  the  fits  may  be  at 
times  altogether  prevented,  or  they  may  be  at  least 
much  mitigated  in  violence. 

Puerperal  convulsions  occur  almost  invariably 
in  strong  plethoric  young  women,  with  tJieir  first 
children  ;  more  especially  in  such  as  are  of  a  coarse 
make,   with   short    thick    necks.*      In    such,   the 

*  Doctor  Ramsbotham,  Vol.  II.  p.  254,  states,  "  Women  with 
larg9  fiamUes  are  equalfy  or  perhaps  more  liahle  to  be  assailed.** 
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medical  attendant  should  be  tenfold  apprehensive 
particularly  if  he  observe  his  patient  very  restless, 
suffering  much  irritation  and  distress  during  each 
labour  pain,  with  a  flushed  face,  and  complaining  of 
acute  pain  in  the  head,  or  giddiness  accompanied 
by  indistinctness  of  vision,  with  a  tendency  to  talk 
incoherently ;  should  these  symptoms  be  present  in 
a  woman  such  as  above  described,  puerperal  con- 
vulsions are  much  to  be  dreaded.  There  was  but 
one  case  of  convulsions  during  my  residence  in  the 
Hospital,  where  the  child  presented  preternaturally ; 
there  was  not  one  case  with  a  preternatural  pre- 
sentation during  Doctor  Clarke's  residence,  and 
Doctor  Labatt  has  stated  the  same  fact,  in  his 
lectures  while  Master  of  the  Hospital.  In  these 
three  different  periods,  there  were  48,379  women 
delivered ;  so  that  from  this  we  may  infer,  where 
the  presentation  is  preternatural,  there  is  little 
cause  to  dread  the  attack. 

This  fact  might  be  brought  forward  to  support 
the  opinion,  that  puerperal  convulsions  were  caused 

1  am  much  surprised  to  find  so  experienced  a  practitioner  make 
this  statement  Of  19  cases  recorded  by  Doctor  Joseph  Clarke, 
16  wevejirsi  children.  Of  36  by  Doctor  Merriman,  28  were 
first  children.  Of  80  by  myself,  29  were  Jirst  children.  Thus 
of  the  eighhf'Jioe  cases,  sevenhf'three  were  first  pregnancies. 

In  26  cases  recorded  by  Doctor  Ramsbotham  himself,  he 
omitted  to  mention,  in  ^e  instances,  whether  or  not  they  were 
first  pregnancies;  and  in  the  remaining  21  cases,  there  were  only 

2  instances  where  they  were  not  first  pregnancies ;  except  where 
the  children  were  bom  prematurely  at  the  6th  or  7th  month. 
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by  the  irritation  produced  in  the  dilatation  of  the 
mouth  of  Ihe  womb.  This,  however,  is  not  the 
case,  as  we  not  unfrequently  find  patients  attacked 
when  the  os  uteri  is  completely  dilated,  and  all 
the  soft  parts  relaxed.  I  conceive  we  are  quite 
ignorant  as  yet  of  what  the  cause  may  be ;  nor  could 
I  ever  find,  on  dissection,  any  appearance  to  enable 
me  to  even  hazard  an  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Doctor  Denman  observes,  ^^That  he  thought, 
fiKT  many  years,  that  convulsions  only  occurred 
where  the  head  presented,  but  experience,''  he 
adds,  '^  has  proved  they  sometimes  occur  in  preter- 
natural presentations.'* 

Thirty  cases  of  convulsions  occurred  in  the 
Hospital  during  my  Mastership ;  twenty-nine  were 
in  women  with  their  first  children ;  and  the  other 
angle  case  was  a  second  pregnancy,  but  in  a 
woman  who  had  suffered  a  similar  attack  with  her 
first  child.  Fourteen  of  the  32  children  (two  o. 
the  women  having  had  twins)  were  born  alive 
Twenty  of  the  children  were  males.  In  eighteen 
of  the  30,  the  convulsions  subsided  after  delivery ; 
vfi  ten,  the  fits  occurred  both  before  and  after  ;  and 
in  twOj  the  attack  did  not  come  on  till  after  de- 
livery. In  fifieen  of  the  30,  the  patients  were 
delivered  by  the  natural  efforts ;  in  six^  delivery 
was  effected  by  the  forceps ;  in  eighty  by  the  per- 
forator and  crotchet ;  and  in  one^  the  feet  presented. 
Two  of  the  children  were  born  putrid. 
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'  Five  of  the  women  died,  viz. — 

No.  5. — M.  H.  aged  22.  This  woman's  labour 
proceeded  favourably  for  22  hours,  when  she  was 
suddenly  seized  wil^  a  severe  convulsive  fit.  A 
^ein  in  each  arm  was  opened  and  tiiirty  ounces  of 
blood  taken  away,  after  which  she  recovered  her 
sensibility,  and  was  able  to  reply  to  questions.  On 
examination  per  vaginam,  the  head  was  found  toler- 
ably  low,  and  the  os  uteri  pretty  well  dilated,  with 
a  tiiin  fold  of  it  covering  the  head  towards  the 
pubes.  A  second  fit  soon  followed,  and  a  third 
two  hours  after  the  bleeding,  when  it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  lessen  the  child's  head.  This  being 
effected,  and  the  brain  evacuated,  it  was  left  in  this 
state  for  three  hours,  in  order  to  permit  the  bones 
to  collapse,  so  as  to  fiunlitate  the  delivery;  during 
which  time  she  had  three  fits.  The  foetus  was 
tlien  brought  away  slowly  and  cautiously  with  the 
crotchet,  without  much  difficulty.  A  second  child 
was  now  discovered  presenting  with  the  head  low 
in  the  pelvis.  The  forceps  was  applied,  but .  owing 
to  the  thinness  of  the  bones  of  the  cranium  there 
was  such  a  general  yielding  under  this  instrument, 
that  it  slipped,  and  it  was  eventually  found  neces- 
sary to  deliver  with  the  perforator  and  crotchet. 
The  placenta  was  shortly^ after  removed  by  the 
hand  passed  into  the  utencs,  upon  which  this  organ 
contracted  well.  She  was  then  given  a  bolus  con- 
taining eight  grains  of  calomel,  as  many  of  jal^ 
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and  one  of  opium.  In  the  course  of  the  first  five 
hours  aiter^  she  had  seven  fits;  from  which  time 
she  remained  in  a  comatose  state,  her  breathing 
laboured^  deglutition  difficult;  the  bowels  were 
most  obstinately  torpid,  though  the  most  active 
measures  were  adopted  for  their  evacuation. 

In  this  state  she  lived  for  34  hours,  without 
having  experienced  the  least  relief  from  the  differ- 
ent means  employed. 

On  dissection,  five  hours  after  death,  the  uterus 
was  found  remarkably  well  contracted,  healthy,  and 
natural*  The  brain  was,  for  so  recent  a  one,  very 
soft,  without  any  unusual  vascularity ;  there  was  a 
Blight  effiiflion  of  transparent  serum  into  the  ven- 
trides,  yet  whether  to  an  amount  that  should  be 
called  morbid,  would  be  perhaps  difficult  to  decide. 
The  intestines  were  quite  healthy. 

No*  8. — B.  R.  aged  25 ;  was  admitted  on  the 
24&,  9  A.M.,  in  labour.  Uterine  action  became 
brisk  shortly  after,  and  the  head  advanced  rapidly. 
At  4  p*M .  she  had  a  convulsive  fit,  which  lasted  but 
a  short  time ;  the  head  at  this  time  was  pressing 
on  the  perinseum,  and  the  pains  strong.  The 
uterus  continued  acting  well,  the  head  advancing 
slowly,  and  at  10  p.m.  was  pressing  strongly  on  the 
perinaeum,  but  was  so  firmly  fixed  in  the  pelvis  as 
to  preclude  the  possibility  of  passing  the  finger 
between  it  and  any  part  of  the  wall  of  this  cavity. 
12   P.M. — She  had    another    fit,   after   which  her 
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strengtli  sunk  npidly,  and  die  abdomen  became 
Tery  sensihle  to  pressnre.  The  head  had  not  ad- 
xunceA  for  tibe  last  4  hoars;  it  was  now  lessened 
and  brought  down  by  the  crotchet.  This  woman 
had  been  in  labour  two  davs  before  admission. 

She  died  at  7  a  ji.  on  the  2dth. 

On  dissection,  the  mnscnlar  substance  of  the 
utinms  and  T^ina  was  found  ruptured  to  a  consider* 
able  extent,  posteriorly;  the  peritoneal  covering 
remaining  uninjured,  with  an  extensive  infiltration 
of  blood  beneaUi  iL  The  whole  of  the  internal 
sor&ee  of  die  vagina  and  soSt  parts  was  diseased 
and  ulcerated,  evidendy  the  consequence  of 
syjdiilis;  which  state,  no  doubt  predisposed  to 
die  rupture. 

No  other  morbid  i^pearance  was  observed. 

No.  19* — J.  P-9  aged  28,  was  admitted  October 
25th,  6  pat.  She  had  been  several  hours  in  labour, 
but  the  waters  were  not  discharged  for  an  hour  aftei: 
she  came  in.  The  pains  continued  active  during 
die  night,  but  die  head  made  litde  progress,  being 
situated  so  high  in  the  pelvis,  as  scarcely  to  be 
reached  by  the  finger. 

2Gth,  9  AJi. — Pains  continue  brisk;  pulse 
perfecdy  quiet ;  abdomen  free  from  distress ;  bowels 
well  emptied. 

3  P.M. — Was  seized  with  a  severe  convulsive 
fit,  which  lasted  15  minutes.  She  was  now  bled  to 
twenty  ounces,  her  hair  cut  close,  and  cold  applied 
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to  the  head.  After  the  bleeding  she  became  quite 
composed,  and  remained  free  from  any  urgent 
symptom  until  6  p.m.,  when,  suddenly,  she  became 
weak  and  restless;  her  pulse  so  rapid  and  feeble 
as  scarcely  to  be  numbered,  and  her  abdomen  very 
sensible  to  pressure.  Immediate  delivery  having 
become  necessary,  the  perforator  was  used,  upon 
the  introduction  of  which  into  the  head,  fully  three 
half  pints  of  water  gushed  out ;  the  bones  then 
collapsed,  and  the  delivery  was  easily  completed. 
This  was  ths  largest  hydrocephalic  head,  with 
the  exception  of  one,  I  ever  met  with.  The 
placenta  was  expelled  into  the  vagina  after  the  de- 
livery of  the  child,  and  the  hand  was  then  cau- 
tiously introduced  to  ascertain  if  any  laceration  had 
taken  place ;  the  sudden  debility  and  distress 
having  excited  a  suspicion  of  its  occurrence.  The 
passage  of  the  hand  caused  much  excitement,  and 
lest  a  Teturn  of  the  convulsions  might  be  the 
consequence,  it  was  withdrawn,  without  having 
made  a  satisfactory  examination.  Great  debility 
\idth  restlessness,  still  continuing,  cordials  were 
^ven  with  30  drops  of  tincture  of  opium;  after 
which  she  became  quiet,  but  breathed  with  great 
diflSculty.  In  15  minutes  her  stomach  rejected  the 
draught,  when  wine  whey  was  given,  which  it 
retained. 

27th,   9   A.M. — Pulse    132,  very  feeble;  uterus 
large  and  hard;  most  acute  pain  over  the  whole 
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abdommal  gorftcei  but  particularly  the  uterine 
r^km ;  bowels  not  freed  since  deUvery ;  slept  ^e\\ ; 
drinks  freely;  sbmiaeh  quiet;  moyes  in  the  bed 
with  mudi  diflicnlty.  Her  symptoms  continued  to 
increase  in  sererily  till  the  30th,  8  a.m.,  when  she 
died.  She  had  seren  dozen  and  a  half  leeches 
applied  to  the  abdomen ;  two  warm  baths  with 
continued  stuping.  She  was  giyen  40  grains  of 
calcxnel  witii  the  same  quantity  of  hippo.  She  com* 
plained  of  her  mouth  being  sore,  tiiougfa  the  gums 
were  but  little  affected. 

On  dissection,  seren  hours  after  death,  the  in- 
testines were  found  distended  with  air,  but  healthy 
in  appearance;  the  uterus  was  also  distended, 
resting  abore  the  pubes;  and,  at  the  right  side, 
adhering  to  the  ilium,  as  was  also  a  portion  of  the 
ascending  colon,  eridentiy  the  c<msequence  of 
reoent  inflammation.  On  separating  these,  a  large 
rent  was  discovered  in  the  posterior  and  lateral 
wall  of  the  yagina,  at  the  right  side,  which  com- 
municated with  an  abscess  in  the  psoas  muscle  c^ 
this  side,  which  muscle  was,  through  its  whole 
extent,  in  a  state  approaching  gangrene.  A  small 
quantity  of  brownish  fluid  of  thick  consistence,  was 
found  in  the  abdominal  cavity.  On  inspecting  the 
head,  a  quantity  of  efiused  fluid  and  blood  was 
observed  under  the  pia  mater,  particularly  towards 
the  posterior  lobes  of  the  brain  ;  corresponding  to 
the  situation  where  great  pain  had  been  complained 
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of  daring  life.  The  brain  was  firm  and  healthy, 
but  the  lateral  ventricles  contained  a  considerable 
quantity  of  colourless  fluid. 

No.  21. — A.  B.  after  having  been  nearly  48 
hours  in  labour^  was  suddenly  attacked  with  con-' 
TuLsions,  for  which  she  was  bled  to  the  extent  of 
20  ouncesy  with  relief ;  yet  the  fits  returned  twice 
afterwards  with  violence.  The  pains,  from  the 
conunencementy  had  been  tardy  and  inefficient ;  for 
the  last  twenty  hours  the  head  had  made  but  little 
progressi  still  it  advanced  slightdy,  and  was  pressing 
on  the  perinsum.  It  was  so  firmly  impacted  in  the 
pelvisy  and  the  pressure  on  the  urethra  was  so 
great,  as  to  render  the  introduction  of  the  smallest 
sized  catheter  into  the  bladder,  impracticable,  which 
was  at  the  same  time  distended  with  urine.  Her 
pulse,  was  feeble  and  hurried,  136,  and  her  strengtli 
mudi  exhausted.  The  head  was  immediately 
lessened,  and  the  child  brought  away  by  the 
crotchet.  The  placenta  was  expelled  immediately 
aft;erwards,  when  she  fell  into  a  sound  sleep,  out 
of  which,  in  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  she 
awoke  in  a  severe  convulsive  paroxysm.  She  was 
now  given  40  drops  of  tincture  of  opium,  which 
induced  sleep,  and  she  had  no  return  of  the  attack. 

Abdominal  inflammation  set  in  next  day,  which, 
notwithstanding  most  decided  treatment,  proved 
fatal  on  the  3d  day.  Her  friends  would  not  sufier 
the  body  to  be  examined. 


208  PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS 

No.  25. — A.  C.  was  admitted  March  iGth,  re*» 
ported  to  have  been  three  days  in  labour ;  the  os 
uteri  was  not  more  dilated  than  the  size  of  a 
slulling,  and  the  p^ns  were  feeble.  She  slept  oc- 
casionally, and  continued  in  this  state  until  12  a.m. 
on  the  18th,  when  she  had  a  fit  of  convulsions 
which  lasted  about  5  minutes.  She  had,  previous 
to  this  seizure,  been  put  under  the  influence  of 
Tartar  emetic,  in  consequence  of  having  had  con- 
vulsions in  this  Hospital  sixteen  months  before,  with 
her  first  child.  See  case  No.  20.  Teh  ounces  of 
blood  were  immediately  taken  from  her  arm  wiA 
relief.  In  an  hour  after  she  had  a  slight  return ; 
her  head  was  now  shaved  and  cold  applied.  The 
uterine  action,  from  the  time  of  her  admission  until 
12  hours  previous  to  delivery,  continued  feeble, 
and  the  labour  made  no  progress  whatever.  At 
length,  when  the  uterus  began  to  act,  the  mouth  of 
the  womb  gradually  yielded,  but  as  the  head  came 
nearly  to  press  on  the  perinaeum  its  further  pro- 
gress was  prevented  by  a  firm  and  unyielding  band 
in  the  vagina.  As  this  seemed  the  chief  obstacle 
to  the  passage  of  the  child,  its  edge  was  slightly  cut 
with  a  blunt-pointed  bistoury  towards  the  left  side 
of  the  vagina.  Some  hours  after,  the  head  was 
found  to  have  advanced  considerably,  the  band  still 
opposing  it;  however,  as  the  fcetal  heart's  action 
had  now  ceased,  having  been,  for  the  last  few 
hours,  becoming  gradually  fainter,  the  head  was 
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lessened,  and  left  in  this  ^tate  for  three  quarters  of 
an  hour^  to  permit  the  parts-  to  dilate  slowly ;  it 
was  then  removed  without*  difficulty.  The  placenta 
was  expelled  into  the  vagina  shortly  after  the  birth 
of  the  child,  but  was  not  removed  for  an  hour  and 
9L  hatfl  Her  pulse  previous  to  delivery  was  120, 
and  she  seemed  very  feeble« 

IQtii,  9  A.M, — ^Pulse  120,  very  feeble ;  slept 
occasionaUy ;  had  taken  one  of  the  Hospital  purgar 
tive  powders,  containing  4  grains  of  calomel  and  6 
of  jalap,  which  twice  affected  her  bowels ;  abdomen 
fuU  but  soft.;  uterus  much  enlarged,  most  acutely 
painful  when  even  slightly  pressed  on. 
.  .  To  be  put  into  a  warm  bath ;  to  have  three 
grains  of  calomel  with  the  sixth  of  a  grain  of  opium 
in  a  pill  every  3  hours.  Two  dozen  leeches  to  be 
applied  at  1  p.m.  if  not  relieved  by  the  bath. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  126,  extremely  feeble  ;  breathing 
hurried.;  countenance  e^qiressive  of  much  distress, 
resembling  that  of  a  person  labouring  under  lace- 
ration of  the  vagina  or  uterus.  The  vagina  had 
been  examined  with  the  finger  after  delivery,  but 
no  injury  was  detected.  Abdomen  still  full ;  pain 
on  pressure  not  nigh  so  acute  as  at  last  visit ; 
bowels  twice  opened ;  took  3  pills  and  a  draught  of 
castor  oil  at  4  p.m.,  as  the  bowels  had  not  at  that 
time  acted ;  stomach  frequently  rejects  her  drink; 
The  leeches  were  put  on  by  mistake  previous  to 
the  bath  this  morning. 

p 
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Fills  ta  be  continued;  frequent  stupes  to  the 
abdomen ;  to  have  beef  tea  and  wine  whey. 
/  20th,  9  A.M. — She  died  at  8  this  morning.  On 
dissectioli,  a  laceration  of  the  vagina  was  found  at 
its  junction  witii  the  uterus,  opposite  the  promoli- 
tory  of  the  sacrum,  which  did  not  project  unusually^ 
nor  was  the  pelvis  much  under  size.  The  <qpemng 
Was  not  larger  than  to  admit  the  two  forefingers. 
There  was  extensive  efiusion  into  the  abdominal 
cavity,  witii  considerable  deposition  of  lymph,  and 
numerous  adhesions*^'  The  peritoneum  was  every 
where  extremely  vascular  and  greatiy  tiiickened. 

Such  is  a  correct  and  brief  detail  of  the^r^  cases 
that  proved  fatal  out  of  the  30 ;  three  of  which  were 
complicated,  witii  laceration  of  the  vagina ;  one  with 
twins  ;  and  om  with  peritoneal  inflammation.  It  is 
thus  evident  that  the  £atal  restilt  in  these  cases,  with 
tiie  exception  of  tiie  twin  birtii,  was  not  immedi- 
ately connected  with  tiie  convulsions ;  and  tiie  dan- 
ger, in  all  twin  deliveries,  no  matter  what  the  attack 
may  ie,  is,  in  every  instance,  greatly  increased.  ^ 

With  respect  to^  the, liability  to  abdominal  inflam- 
mation after  delivery.  Doctor  Denman,  in  his  excel- 
lent wot^  p.  430,  states,  ^*  In  almost  every  case 
'*^  of  convulsions  he  saw  in  the  early  pa)rt  of  his 
•*  practice,  there  was  evidently  after  delivery,  a 
f*  greater  or  less  degree  of  abdominal  inflammation, 
^^  but  by  the  present  practice  of  liberal  bleeding, 
"  this  has  probably  been  prevented." 
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I  have  fireqaentlyi  eveti  where  blood  has  been 
taken  freely,  found  a  strong  tendency  to  peritoneal 
ifSJammadon  in  such  cases,  and  would  urge  the 
necessity  of  guarding  against  its  approach,  by 
die  lUsa  of  Tartar  Emetic  in  minute  doses  after  de- 
livery ;  stuping  and  leeching  freely,  when  there  is 
ihe  least  evidence  of  its  presence,  and  following 
this  up  with  two  grains  of  calomel  and  as  much 
hqipOf  ^ven  every  3d  hour,  until  the  symptoms  dis- 
appear. '  . 

In  twenty'five  of  the  30,  the  patients  recovered 
favourably ;  in  -  some,  the  fits  were  extremely  vio- 
lent, in  others,  of  short  duration  ;  a  concise  account 
of  each  may  not  be  uninteresting.  Where  con- 
vulsions occur  at  an  early  stage  of  labour,  or  per- 
hicps  before  there  is  a  symptom  of  labour,  the  case 
is.  rendered  very  embarrassing ;  particularly  when 
the  fits  are  violent  and  frequent,  and  the  patient 
remains  insensible  during  the  interval ;  as,  when 
ihe  practitioner  wishes  to  effect  delivery,  he  finds 
it  difficult,  or  impossible  to  do  so,  with  safety  to 
)tta:  patient.  In  such  cases,  I  have  almost  invari- 
aUy  adopted  a  plan  of  treatment,  with  the  moat 
nwrked  benefit,  of  which,  as  it  is  not  recommended 
]^y  any  writer  on  the  subject  that  I  am  aware  of, 
nor  indeed  did  I  ever  know  of  it  being  pursued  by 
any  individual  in  practice  previous  to  my  using  it 
in  the  Hospital,  I  shall  give  a  short  statement, 
following  it  up  by  a  few   explanatory  cases.     In 
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every  severe  instance  of  convulsions,  after  having 
carried  into  eflTect  the  ordinary  mode  of  treatment, 
as  bleeding  f^^^ly^  acting  briskly  on  the  bowels 
with  calomel  and  jalap,  and  at  the  same  time  adopts 
ing  the  means  usually  had  recourse  to  for  protecting 
the  patient  from  injury  during  the  paroxysm,  I 
endeavoured  to  bring  her  under  the  influence  of 
tartar  emetic,  so  as  to  nauseate  effectually  without 
vomiting.  'V'^ith  this  view  a  table-spoonftd  of  the 
following  mixture  was  given  every  half  hour : — 
9>     Aquae  Pulegii,  J  viii. 

Tartari  Emetici,  gr.  viii. 

Tree :  Opii,  gtts.  xxx. 

Syrupi  Simpl :  3  ii. 

me 

In  some  cases,  die  quantity  of  Tartar  emetic 
used  was  only  four  grains  to  an  eight  ounce  mix- 
ture, and  in  others  the  quantity  of  opium  was 
somewhat  increased.  Pounded  Ice,  or  cold  water 
applied  to  the  head,  as  heretofore  recommended,  I 
consider  useful;  however,  where  the  convulsions 
continue  violent,  and  the  patient's  strength  permits, 
a  repetition  of  the  bleeding  must  be  had  recourse 
to.  To  avoid  this  injurious  necessity,  which  is  of 
much  importance  to  the  patient's  recovery  and 
future  health,  and  to  produce  general  relaxation, 
so  as  to  facilitate  the  dilatation  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Womb  and  soft  parts,  and  at  the  same  time  lessen 
the  frequency  and  violence  of  the  fits,  I  qonsider 
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Ae  Tartar  emetic  of  eminent  service.*     On  this 
principle  the  following  cases  were  treated : — 

No.  22.— M.  D.,  five  hours  after  the  commence- 
ment of  labour,  was  attacked  with  convulsions  ;  she 
was  instantly  bled  to  35  ounces,  with  considerable 
relief.  She  was  ordered  a  mixture  containing  one 
grain  of  tartar  emetic,  and  three  drops  of  tincture 
of  opium  to  the  ounce,  a  table  spoonful  to  be  taken 
every  half  hour ;  her  hair  to  be  cut  close,  and  a 
cold  lotion  to  be  applied  to  the  head ;  the  bowels 
iiad  been  previously  well  acted  on.  The  head  of 
the  child  was  high  in  the  pelvis,  and  the  os  uteri 
little  dilated.  After  the  bleeding,  &c.  &c.,  the 
convulsions  subsided ;  the  labour  pains  became 
stronger,  and  she  was  delivered  in  three  hours. 
The  fits  returned  three  times  after  the  birth  of  the 
child,  once  during  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta. 


*  Doctor  Hamilton  remarks,  '<  Accident  led  me  some  years 
**  ago  to  employ  camphor,  and  since  that  time,  every  patient, 
''to  whom  it  was  possible  to  give  it,  has  recovered.  I  con- 
**  aider  it  therafore  the  roost  valuable  internal  remedy  which 
**  can  be  prescribed  in  such  cases."  The  most  efficacious  and 
palatable  form,  he  adds,  in  which  this  medicine  can  he  pre- 
acHbed,  is,  by  suspending  it  in  boiling  water  through  the 
medium  of  alcohol,  sugar,  and  magnesia.  Ten  grains  to  be 
given  every  8  or  4  hours,  and  its  use  to  be  persevered  in  for 
several  days,  gradually  lessening  the  number  of  doses. 

Of  camphor  I  can  say  nothing  in  such  cases,  never  having 
used  it,  but,  so  respectably  recommended,  I  thought  it  necessary 
to  aUude  to  it  I  should  fear,  however,  too  much  has  been 
said  in  its  favour. 
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and  twice  afterwards.  She  took  50  drops  of 
tincture  of  opium,  in  divided  doses,  from  tihe  first 
seizure  after  deKvery,  until  the  convulsions  ceased. 
No.  26. — M.  E.  was  admitted  April  23d,  shortly 
after  which,  she  was  attacked  with  convulsions^ 
which  subsided  after  she  had  been  fully  bled,  and 
brought  under  the  influence  of  tartar  emetic  and 
opium.  She  left  hospital  on  the  26th,  free  from 
distress,  but  undelivered,  not  having  any  symptom 
of  present  labour.  On  the  28th,  she  returned,  and 
was  delivered  May  2d,  by  the  natural  efl'orts,  after 
a  labour  of  62  hours.  Both  mother  and  child  left 
hospital  well  on  the  9th  day. 

'  No.  28. — ^E.  F.  was  admitted  at  10  a.m.,  having 
had  three  or  four  fits  of  convulsions  previously. 
On  examination  the  os  uteri  was  found  little  if  at 
all  dilated.  She  was  bled  from  both  arms,  to 
between  40  and  50  ounces ;  the  bowels  were  well 
acted  on  by  purgatives  and  enemata,  and  she  was 
put  on  the  use  of  the  tartar  emetic  mixture. 
Towards  evening  the  os  uteri  became  relaxed,  and 
was  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  shilling,  when,  the  con- 
vulsions having  returned  during  the  day,  the  head 
was  cautiously  lessened,  and  left  in  thalt  state  for 
an  hour  before  the  crotchet  was  applied,  by  means 
of  which,  delivery  was  effected  after  considerable 
delay,  owing  to  the  almost  total  want  of  uterine 
action.  She  had  ten  fits  from  the  time  of  her 
admission  till  her  delivery.     Her  recovery,  though 
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slow,  was  progressive^  and  without  any  untoward 
symptom. 

No.  30. — A.  B.  was  brought  to  hospital  in  labour, 
having  had  several  fits  of  convulsions  for  some  days 
previously ;  on  admission,  she  was  quite  insensible, 
find  was  scarcely  placed  in  bed,  when  a  severe  fit 
came  on.  She  was  bled  immediately  to  20  ounces, 
and  given  two  table-spoonfuls  of.  the  following 
JGoixture : — 

^.  AquaB  Fontis,  J  viiL 

Tart.  Emet  gr.  xii. 

Tine.  Opii.  gtts.  xl. 

-The  fits  returned  in  quick  succession  ;  the  bleeding 
was  twice  repeated,  first  to  12,  then  to  8  ounces ; 
ten  grains  of  calomel  were  given,  cold  kept 
diligently  applied  to  the  head,  and  the  tartar 
emetic  mixture  continued.  There  was  no  dilatation 
jof  the  OS  uteri,  whatever,  yet  it  was  thin,  soft,  and 
the  head  low  in  the  pelvis.  Uterine  action  soon 
crauaenced ;  in  an  hour  it  was  dilated  to  the  size  of 
a  shillmg,  and  at  1 1^  o'clock  to  more  than  that  of 
a  half  crown ;  during  which  time  she  had  several 
fits,,  some  very  severe,  particularly  after  a  vaginal 
^xaniinaticHi.  She  took  eight  ounces  of  the  tartar 
emetic  mixture  up  to  this  time,  and  had  two  foetid 
injections. 

'  26th,  li  A.M. — Pulse  has  now  become  vqry 
feeble;  has  had  altogether,  since  her  admission, 
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severUeen  fits.  The  head  had  now  descended  so  as 
to  press  on  the  perinsam,  and  as  the  soft  parts 
were  well  dilated,  and  tl^  ear  within  readi  of  the 
finger,  the  forceps  ware  applied,  and  she  was 
delivered  without  difficulty.  The  CoBtal  heart's 
action,  which  had  been  heard  distinctly  on  her 
admission,  became  inaudible  previous  to  our  visit 
at  1  li  o'clock. .  When  this  child  was  removed,  it 
was  found  there  was  a  second.  The  membranes 
were  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  either  a 
hand  or  foot  was  felt  through  them.  When 
ruptured  the  head  was  found  to  present  with  the 
hand,  the  face  towards  the  pubes.  As  the  child  was 
dead,  and  iae  mother  very  feehlsj  the  head  was  less- 
ened and  the  crotchet  applied,  during  which,  she  had 
another  severe  fit.  The  bones  of  the  head,  in  both 
children,  were  much  separated,  and  quite  loose. 

In  the  intervals  of  the  fits,  from  the  commence- 
ment, she  was  incessantly  tossing  about,  and  seemed 
insensible  to  every  thing;  there  was  also  great 
difficulty  in  keeping  her  quiet  during  delivery; 
however  after  the  birth  of  the  first  child  she  was 
evidently  relieved.  When  the  placenta  came  away 
she  was  ordered  30  drops  of  tincture  of  opium, 
and  to  continue  the  cold  application  to  the  heacU 
.We  left  her  at  3^  in  a  kind  of  snoring  sleept 
with  directions  to  be  called  if  she  should  have 
any  severe  return  of  the  fits,  or  if  her  pulse 
should  becoipe  feeble. 
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7^  A.M^ — HjBis  had  seven  fits  since  last  visit,  but 
none  very  severe ;  continues  in  the  same  stupidly 
dozing  state,  with^  the  pulse  much  fuller^ 

Two  table-spoonfuls  of  the  tartar  emetic  mixture 
were  now  given. 

9  AJtf . — Symptoms  unimproved ;  a  vein  was  now 
re-c^ened,  and  12  ounces  of  blood  removed,  with 
the  fnast  marked  relief.  Her  head  was  shaved 
and  pounded  ice  applied ;  she  was  given  5  grains 
of  calomel,  and  10  of  jalap,  and  an  injection  with 
turpentine  was  ordered  to  be  thrown  up  in  foiir 
hours.  A  large  blister  was  put  on  the  nape  of 
her  neck. 

9  P.M. — Since  the  bleeding,  a  visible  improve- 
ment has  taken  place;  her  breathing  is  less 
laboured,  and  during  the  early  part  of  the  day, 
she  remained  in  a  quiet  sleep,  without  any  return 
of  the  convulsions ;  she  is  able  to  swallow  with 
£icility,  and,  consciousness  returning,  she  answers 
questions  and  complains  of  her  head  and  stomach ; 
ixiwels  have  acted  freely. 

Continue  the  cold  applications  to  the  head;  to 
have  plenty  of  mild  drink. 

27th,  9  A.  M. — Pulse  108 ;  tongue  clean,  but 
injured  in  several  places  by  the  teeth,  not  however 
severely,  owing  to  the  precautions  taken ;  bowels 
not  opened  since  last  visit ;  passed  a  considerable 
quantity  of  urine  resembling  water  coloured  with 
oatmeal ;  abdomen  soft  and  free  from  pain  ;  uterus 
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brge  but  aoft ;  is  now  quite  a^ndUe ;  has  no  local 
dklieiSy  but  complains  ci  general  soreness^ 
^  Aqoe  Fontisy  J  TiiL 
Carlk  Sodc^  3  It. 
Tait.  Sode  et  Potassc,  J  L 

Tvo  tiMe  qpoonfblsi  widi  mie  of  lemon  J4iice» 
eT«y  lialf  kour,  till  die  bowels  act  The  abdomoi 
to  be  frequastly  stiqped ;  the  head  to  be  kept 
ttBCOTered»  and  freqprafly  sponged  with  cold  water; 
to  bare  mild  drii^ 

2edi»  9  ^  M.— Pkdae  132;  toi^ae  moiati 
abdoDien  soft»  and  free  bom  pain;  utorus  con» 
ttdisrably  lessened ;  bowels  acted  well ;  passes  urine 
freely ;  ^pt  none  ;  head  Tery  hot  and  painfid; 
talks  at  times  innJierently ;  driida  freely. 

l:i  leeches  to  the  tnnples ;  ice  to  the  head ;  to 
bare  a  de:ss^rt  qxxmful  of  the  tartar  emetic  mixture 
every  half  hour ;  sinapisms  to  die  feet ;  mild  drink 
at  pleasure. 

9  p.  M. — Pulse  130;  bowels  acted  once: 
abdomm  natural;  mind  rather  more  disturbed; 
sini^sans  produced  no  effect,  though  they  remained 
on  for  5  hours. 

To  have  a  dessert-spoonftd  of  the  following 
mixture  every  half  hour : 

(k  Aquae  Pulegii,  ^  viii. 
Tart  Emet  gr.  iv. 
Tine.  Hyoscjram.  3  L 
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Sinapisms  to  be  renewed  to  the  feet,  and  cold  to 
the  head. 

29th9  9  A.  M. — Pulse  120;  slept  some;  mind 
more  composed;  has  taken  four  ounces  of  the 
mixture ;  uterus  rather  full ;  abdomen  soft ;  bowels 
acted  once  ;  drinks  freely. 

Continue  the  mixture  and  cold  applications  ;  the 
abdomen  to  be  frequently  stuped ;  the  room  to  be 
darkened,  and  kept  quite  quiet. 

30th,  9  A.  M. — Pulse  120 ;  tongue  clean ; 
abdomen  natural ;  slept  well ;  complains  of  pain  in 
her  head,  which  continues  hot;  mind  more  com- 
posed ;  answers  more  correctly ;  bowels  free ;  the 
tartar  emetic  mixture  with  hyoscyamus  was  repeated 
yesterday,  of  which  she  has  taken  four  ounces. 

Continue  mixture ;  ice  to  the  head ;  strict 
quietness. 

31st.^ — Pulse  120 ;  mind  tranquil ;  answers 
correctly ;  bowels  free. 

Omit  tartar  emetic  mixture;  continue  cold 
applications. 

August  1st. — Pulse  frequent;  in  other  respects 
improved. 

To  have  some  flummery ;  continue  cold  appli- 
cations. 

14th. — She  continued  to  improve,  and  was 
discharged  this  day  quite  well. 

The  four  cases  here  stated  are  sufficient  examples 
of  the  treatment  by  tartar  emetic;    which,  from 
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experience^  I  can  confidently  recommend  to  the 
profession,  in  oil  cases  where  the  practitioner  either 
finds  dplay  necessary  previous  to  effecting  delivery, 
<x  where  he  is  disposed  to  trust  to  the  efforts  of 
nature.  In  the  treatment  of  a  patient  labouring 
under  convulsions,  the  m^in  object  being  to  gain 
timey  and  meanwhile  guard  the  female  against  a 
frequent  return  of  the  fits,  or  what  is  even  of  more 
importance,  their  violence,  I  would  strongly  caution 
junior  practitioners  to  avoid  hasty  measures  for  the 
delivery  of  the  child,  which,  perhaps,  alarm  for  the 
mother's  safety,  might  induce  them  to  have  recourse 
tQ.  When  the  case  is  such  as  to  admit,  with 
propriety,  the  application  of  the  forceps,  no  delay 
should  be  made ;  but  in  the  great  majority,  this 
inistrument  is  inapplicable.*  Fifteen  oi  the  30 
cases  I  have  stated,  (as  before  mentioned,)  were 
delivered  by  the  natural  efforts,  and  all  recovered ; 
as  did  also  the  six  delivered  with  the  forceps.  Of 
\)ie  eight  delivered  with  the  crotchet,  five  died. 

The  foUowing  is  an  account  of  the  three  women 
dqliveired  with  tjbiie  crotchet,  who  recovered. 

No.  % — ^M.  S,  was  admitted  in  labour  at  4  p.m. 
h«,ving  had,  as  reported,  10  or  12  severe  convulsive 
fits,  the  first  occurring  at  9  a.m.  ;  since  which  time 
she  has  been  quite  insensible.     The  os  uteri,  on 

*  Of  the  one  hundred  and  eleven  cases  already  alluded  to,  as 
having  occurred  to  Doctors  Joseph  Clarke,  Merriman,  Rams- 
i)otham,  and  myself^  the  forceps  was  only  used  in  eiglUeen, 
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examinatioiiy  was  found  not  more  dilated  than  to 
admit  the  point  of  the  fore  finger.  She  was  now 
Ued  to  35  or  40  ounces,  having,  previous  to 
admission,  lost  eight  ounces.  Fifteen  grains  of 
calomel,  with  as  mudi  jalap,  were  given  in  a  small 
qnazitity  of  fluid,  with  difficulty,  some  of  which  did 
not  reach  the  stomach.  A  strong  purgative  injection 
was  also  administered.  Although  she  had  two 
tevere  attacks  immediately  after  she  was  admitted, 
from  the  time  she  was  bled  she  had  no  return,  but 
remained  in  a  state  of  complete  stupor.  Having 
waited  four  hours,  we  found  the  os  uteri  dilated, 
sofliciently,  barely  to  allow  of  the  attempt  to 
perforate  the  head,  being  scarcely  the  size  of  a 
crown  piece.  The  brain  was  then,  as  much  as 
possible,  evacuated ;  and  the  head  left  to  collapse 
for  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  it  was  gently  brought 
down  with  the  crotchet,  the  parts  being  in  a  more 
relaxed  state*  It  was  a  male  child,  and  the  face 
was  turned  towards  the  pubes. 

She  was  discharged  well  on  the  10th  day. 

No.  10^— M.  A.  R.  aged  18 ;  admitted  Dec.  19, 
at  5  A.M. ;  shortly  after  admission,  she  was  attacked 
with  convulsions.  From  the  report  received,  it 
would  appear,  that  she  had  had  strong  symptoms  of 
their  approach  for  3  hours  previous,  which  her 
attendant  thought  of  no  consequence.  The  waters 
had  been  discharged  at  1  a.m.  The  convulsions 
were  strong,  but  not  of  long  duration ;  returning^ 
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hbwever,  very  frequently;  '  Having  taken  away  30 
ounces  of  blood,  we  determined  to  wait  the  effects 
produced  by  uterine  action^  as  tibe  patient's  strength 
was  not  much  reduced.  After  four  hours'  careAil 
watdiing,  it  was  found  the  head  had  not  made  any 
progress,  and  the  fits  were  coming  on  in  quidj: 
succession,  having  had  ten,  since  our  first  visit 
The  head  was  now  lessened,  being  so  high  ainl 
firmly  fixed  in  the  peLvis,  as  to  put  the  use  of  tjde 
forceps  out  of  the  question,  and  we  had  nothing 
to  expect  firom  the  natural  efforts.  There  was 
considerable  difficulty  in  completing  the  delivery^ 
most  of  the  bones  of  the  head  having  come 
away,  before  the  body  could  be  got  down* 
The  placenta  was  expelled  in  40  minutes,  during 
which  time  she  had  several  fits,  and  some  after  its 
expulsion.  When  removed  to  her  bed  firom  the 
couch,  she  got  a  bolus  containing  ten  grains  c^ 
calomel,  and  fifteen  of  jalap,  with  one  grain  of 
powdered  opium.  (This  case  occurred  shortly  after 
my  appointmelit  as  master,  and  previous  to  my  ex- 
perience of  the  benefit  derived  fi*om  the  use  of 
tartar  emetic ;  which,  I  have  little  doubt^  would 
have  lessened  the  frequency  of  the  fits.)  From 
this  time  she  slept  the:  greater  part  of  the  'day^ 
At  5  P.M.,  as  the  bolus  had  not  acted,  a  purgative 
draught  was  given.  In  three  hours  after,  the  bowels 
being  still  unmoved,  an  ounce  of  castor  oil,  and 
as  much  tincture  of  jalap,  were,  given,  and  ii^jiectaons 
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ordered   to  be   thrown  up  frequently,   until    the 

bowels  were  well  opened. 

-  SOdiy.  9  A.M. — Pulse.  120;  tongue  moist;  medi- 

one:  ^  operated  well ;  islept  quietly  ;  drinks  freely  ; 

abdomen    tolerably   soft;    complains   of   pain    on 

lireaaure  over  the  uterine  region. 

..  Three. doaen  leeches  to  painful  region;  a  warm 

both,   in  which    she   is  to   remain    as   long   as  is 

agreeafale;  to  take  calomel  and  hippo,  of.  each  4 

grains  every  fourth  hour;  frequent  stupes. 

:-'  9  pai.-^;— Pulse  116 ;  leeches  bled  well ;  abdomen 

much   softer ;   pam   much   relieved,  still   felt   on 

INressuie;     bowels    frequently   opened;     took    2 

powders;    drinks    freely,    and   answers    questions 

distaictly. 

'  To  have  her  powders  every  3d  hour ;  stupes 
to  be  continued,  and  should  the  pain  be  not  much 
relieved  in  2  hours,  to  have  the  leeches  repeated. 

21st,  9  a.m. — ^Pulse  116;  leeches  were  applied; 
rested  well  and  feels  easy ;  countenance  much 
improved;  bowels  once  opened;  abdomen  much 
More,  natural  and  free  from  pain;  drinks  freely; 
took  8  powders. 

. :  To  have  a  castor  oil  draught  with  tincture  of 
jalap ;  to  have  a  warm  bath,  and  when  the  bowels 
hn^e  acted,  to  continue  her  powders. 

22d,  9  A.M. — Pulse  108;  tongue  moist  and 
clean;  abdomen  rather  full,  but  free  from  pain; 
medicine  operated  freely;  did  not  get  any  of  the 
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powders ;    complains    of   slight    soreness    of   her 
mouth. 

To  have  effervescing  mixture  with  Rochelle  Salt. 

23d,  9  A.M.— Some  pain  in  head ;  slept  little ; 
bowels  not  acting ;  pulse  quidc  ;  one  dozen  leeches 
to  the  temples.  The  oil  and  tincture  of  jalap  to 
be  repeated.  10  p.m.  complains  of  want  of  sleep 
and  debility. 

To  have  30  drops  of  tincture  of  opium  immedi- 
ately ;  the  oil  to  be  repeated  in  the  morning. 

24th,  10  A.M. — Pulse  120 ;  tongue  moist  and 
clean;  abdomen  full  but  soft;  bowels  not  yet 
opened ;  complains  of  tightness  of  her  head  and 
debility. 

To  have  an  injection  thrown  up  immediately^ 
the  plain  effervescing  draught;  some  stewed 
apples. 

25th. — Pulse  108  ;  slept  well ;  mouth  affected  by 
mercury. 

She  continued  gradually  to  improve,  and  left 
Hospital  quite  well  January  7th. 

For  the  third  case  of  delivery  by  the  crotchet 
that  terminated  favourably,  see  E.  F.  No.  28,  where 
Tartar  emetic  treatment  was  employed  conjointly 
with  bleeding. 

From  a  perusal  of  the  eight  crotchet  cases  it  will 
be  seen,  that  necessity  alone  induced  us  to  resort  to 
delivery,  and  tiie  patient's  life  under  such  circum-* 
stances  is  unavoidably  exp<^ed  to  extreme  danger. 
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It  requires  considerable  practical  experience  on  the 
part  of  the  physician,  to  select  the  proper  time  to 
interfere,  where  there  are  so  many  circumstances 
to  be  taken  into  consideration.  Next  to  the 
jpaother's  life,  there  is  the  life  of  the  child  to  be 
attended  to ;  and  here  the  stethoscope  is  of  incal- 
^culable  benefit,  enaUing  us  to  detect  the  continu- 
ance of  its  life  or  its  deaths  at  an  early  period  after 
&e  latter  eyent  has  taken  place ;  yet  even  the  most 
satisfactory  evidence  of  the  child's  death  will  not 
warrant  the  practitioner's  hurrying  delivery,  there 
being  other  points  of  paramount  importance  to  be 
attended  to,  viz.  the  state  of  the  os  uteri  and  soft 
parts ;  as  the  convulsions  could  hardly  fail,  in  every 
instance,  to  be  greatly  aggravated,  by  forcing  the 
•child  through  these  parts  when  undilated  and  un- 
yielding. The  after-consequences  of  a  delivery 
thus  effected  would  prove  far  more  dangerous  to 
the  patient  than  a  repetition  of  the  fits,  so  long  as 
dbe  had  strength  to  bear  them,  even  with  tolerable 

safety.*      It   is   of  vast  impwtance  to  effect   the 

&  ■ 

.•-■1        ; 

,  *  Doctor  Burns,  in  his  very  useiul  work,  states,  in  certain 
fSfifics,  **  We  must  introduce  the  hand  and  slowly  dilate  the 
mouth  of  the  womb,  if  that  can  be  done  easily,  &c  &c.  and  deUver 
the  child.-— See  p.  486. 

;,  I  would  caution  the  practitioner  against  artificial  dilatation  of 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  in  such  cases ;  indeed  there  are  few  in- 
stances under  any  circumstances,  (some  haemorrhages  excepted,) 
where  I  should  recommend  this  practice;  but  in  convubions  I 
consider  it  particularly  injurious. 

Q 
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delivery  of  a  patient^  when  suffering  un4er  severe 
eonvulsions,  as  speedily  as  possible ;  but  I  should 
hope  a  perusal  of  the  cases  given  will  prove,  that 
to  combine  safety  with  this  truly  desirable  object, 
there  is  need  of  much  patience  and  caution. 

In  the  great  majority  of  cases  when  delivery  i^; 
accomplished,   the  convulsiiCHis    either  cease  alto-, 
gether,  or  terminate  gradually ;   each  return  be- 
coming less  severe.     Of  the  ten  cases  in  which  the 
$ts  continued  after  delivery,  two  only  proved  Ojf 
serious  importance;   one  was  the  twin   case;  the 
patient  died;  in  the  other,  abdominal  inflammation 
set  in  after  delivery;  this  patient  also  died.     I 
would  seldom  recommend  the  detraction  of  blood 
in  the  treatment  of  convulsions  continuing  subse- 
quent to  delivery,  if  the  patient  have  been  previn 
ously  freely  bled ;  these  attacks,  unless  extremely 
severe,  almost  invariably  yield  to  the  free  use  of 
opium  and   tartar  emetic.      Should  this  not  have 
the  desired  effect,  then,  if  the  strength  permit  it^  a 
bleeding  to  the  extent  of  ten  ounces  or  so  may  be 
had  recourse  to.     Where  there  has  not  been  pre- 
vious  depletion  the  lancet  will  be  ofttimes  neces- 
sary,   but    in    many  cases   the    opium  and   tartar 
emetic  treatment  alone  will  be  found  sufficient    M. 
D.'s  case,  No.  22,  already  given,  treated  by  bleed- 
ing and  tartar  emetic,  and   in   which   convulsions 
returned  after  delivery,    shews  the  utility   of  an 
opiate  under  such  circumstances. 
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In  the  following  instances  the  patients  had  not 
lost  any  blood  previous  to  delivery : — 

No,  4. — ^B.  O.  was  29  hours  in  labour,  the  feet 
presenting.  A  few  minutes  before  the  expulsion 
of  the  child  she  had  a  slight  convulsive  attack ;  the 
placenta  came  away  soon  after,  during  which  she 
bad  a  jsecond  fit  much  more  violent  than  the  first. 

She  was  bled  to  25  ounces,  when  she  became 
quiet  and  much  disposed  to  sleep.  A  pbwder  with 
<Hie  grain  and  a  half  of  opium  and  eight  of  calomel 
was  given.  She  slept  well  during  the  night,  her. 
bowels  were  well  acted  on  the  next  morning,  and 
she  left  Hospital  quite  well  on  the  eighth  day.  . 

No.  17. — R*  S.  This  woman  had  a  smart  con- 
vulsive fit  during  the  expulsion  of  the  child's  head ; 
atid  the  fit  having  a  tendency  to  return  in  about 
20  minutes  after,  she  was  bled  to  twenty  ounces, 
and  had  a  draught  containing  25  drops  oi  tincture 
itf  opium,  after  which  she  had  no  relapse. 
•  No.  23.--J.  L.  Immediately  on  the  protrusion  of 
the  head  convulsions  came  on.  The  child  was  soon 
expelled,  as  also  the  placenta.  The  fits  still  continued, 
and  it  was  not  until  she  was  bled  freely,  purged,  and 
then  put  under  the  influence  of  opium,  cold  also  being 
applied  to  the  head,  that  the  convulsions  subsided.* 

*  Many  of  our  best  writers  on  Midwifery,  have  actually  con- 
demned the  use  of  opium  in  convulsions ;  stating  it  to  be  most 
injurious,  some  even  destructive.  Ample  experience,  however, 
has  convinced  me,  that  it  is  not  only  harmless,  but  highly  bene- 
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We  have  stated  the  unportance  of  effecting  de- 
livery as  speedily  as  is  consistent  with  the  mother^s 
safety  and  that  of  her  child,  where  convulsions  are 
severe;  and  also  that  where  the  forceps  are 
applicable,  no  delay  should  be  permitted ;  indeed 
iiiere  are  few  situations  in  which  this  instrnment 
can  be  used  with  such  decided  advantage,  yet  the 
favourable  result  under  such  circumstances,  is  by 
no  means  entirely  owing  to  its  use,  as  the  labour 
being  so  far  advanced  as  to  admit  of  this  mode  of 
delivery,  very  greatly  lessens  the  danger. 


Jkial,  in  those  cases  where  the  fits  continue  rfier  ideUvery ;  and  T 
should  hope  the  cases  adduced  will  prove  satis^Eictorily,  that  it 
18  also  useBil  under  many  other  circumstances,  where  proper 
steps  had  been  previously  taken.  Its  combination  with  Tartar 
Emetic,  and  occasionally  with  calomel,  is  most  advantageous. 
Doctor  Hamilton  of  Edinburgh,  Professor  of  Midwifery,  states, 
^'  I  can  solemnly  declare  that  no  patient  to  whose  assistanee  I 
have  been  called,  who  had  taken  a  dose  of  opium  previous  to 
my  arrival,  has  recovered ;  and  I  have  known  that  medicine  given 
in  almost  every  variety  of  dose." — See  Annals  of  Medicine,  Vol. 
V.  p.  340. 

Professor  Bums  8t|ites  opium  '<  to  be  highly  dangerous.**  '<  It 
seldom  suspends  the  fits  till  it  converts  the  disease  into  fafal 
apoplexy." — p.  487. 

At  page  489  he  says,  ^'  I  have  seldom  if  ever  used  it  myself, 
and  in  the  ordinary  puerperal  convulsions,  should  expect  nothing 
but  mischief  from  it" 

Doctor  Hamilton  also  states,  he  never  employed  opium  under 
such  circumstances,  as  his  &ther  Doctor  A.  Hamilton  prevented 
him. 

Doctor  Ramsbotham  says,  <<  The  exhibition  of  opium  in  these 
alarming  cases,  is  justly  exploded.*' — See  Vol.  II.,  p.  271. 
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.    In  the  following  cases  the  forceps  was  used,  with 
most  satisfactory  results  : — 

►  .  No.  1. — A.  R.  had  three  severe  convulsive 
paroxysms,  for  which  she  was  largely  bled ;  the 
head  being  low  in  the  pelvis,  the  soft  parts  well 
dilated,  and  the  ear  within  reach  of  the  finger,  she 
was  delivered  with  the  forceps.  Both  mother  and 
child  did  well. 

No.  6. — C.  D-,  in  1 7  hours  from  the  commence-! 
ment  of  labour,  was  attacked  with  convulsions ;  the 
head  being  low,  and  the  parts  well  dilated,  she 
was  delivered  with  the  forceps.  Both  mother  and 
child  did  well,  and  left  Hospital  on  the  8th  day. 

No.  13. — E.  F.  was  16  hours  in  labour  when 
she  was  seized  with  convulsions ;  the  case  being 
a  favourable  one  she  was  delivered  with  the  forceps. 
Both  mother  and  child  did  well. 

No.  14. — G.  H.  was  36  hours  in  labour  when 
convulsions  set  in  ;  she  was  largely  bled ;  the  fits 
however  continued;  the  head  being  low,  and  the 
case  otherwise  favourable,  she  was  delivered  with 
the  forceps.  Both  mother  and  child  were  dismissed 
well  on  the  10th  day. 

No.  27. — J.  J.  In  this  case  the  labour  was 
proceeding  very  favourably,  the  soft  parts  were  well 
^ated,  and  the  head  resting  on  the  perinssum, 
when  she  was  suddenly  seized  with  convulsions. 
Thirty  ounces  of  blood  were  immediately  removed, 
which,  on  being  suffered  to  stand  for  some  time, 
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shewed  It  dedded  intammatory  ch&racter.     She  was 
speedily  delivered  with  the  forceps,  and  both  did  well. 

No.  30. — See  this  case  already  noticed  when 
aUuding  to  the  tartar  emetic  treatment* 

The  above  cases  show  clearly  what  grei^  bei^fit 
Results  from  delivery ;  however  there  were  only  mjp 
out  of  the  30  that  admitted  of  the  use  oi  the 
forceps ;  and  these,  with  the  exception  of  No.  20, 
comparatively  of  no  danger  whktever,  when  com- 
pared with  those  in  which  deUvery  with  the  crotchet 
became  necessary. 

There  were  but  two  instances  where  convulsicms 
occurred  subsequent  to  delivery,  Ae  patient  having 
had  no  previous  attack.  In  neiflier  was  instru- 
mental aid  necessary. 

No.  29. — A.  H.,  in  five  hoMts  after  delivery,  her 
labour  having  neither  been  tedious  or  unfavourable, 
was  attacked  with  convulsions  ;  three  fits  succeeded 
each  other  with  a  very  short  interval,  the  last  being 
particularly  severe.  She  was  bled  to  30  ounces, 
and  put  under  the  influence  of  tartar  emetic  and 
opium,  (the  mixture  containing  four  griuns  of  tartar 
emetic  to  eight  ounces  of  water,  with  40  drops  of 
tin<3ture  of  opium,)  after  which  she  had  no  return. 
She  was  given  two  table-spoonfuls  at  first,  and  one 
every  half  hour  after,  until  she  seemed  affected  by 
it,  when  it  was  continued  at  intervals  of  two  hours, 
till  all  symptoms  disappeared.  We  were  afterwards 
informed  that  this  woman  had  been  subject  to  fits. 
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'  No.  18.— €.  K-  had  a  slight  attack  of  conrulsioiis 
iv^  houird  after  delivery  ;  the  fit  soon  suhsidqd  but 
temrted  in  4  hours,  when  she  was  bled  to  10 
ounces,  and  had  a  draught  containing  30  drops  of 
tincture  of  opium,  which  was  repeated  in  half  an 
hour^  i[fter  which  she  had  no  return.  She  was 
only  15  minutes  in  labour ;  her  child  was  still-born. 
:  In  the  succeeding  cases  some  of  whidb  are  in- 
stnicftiv^  the  patients  were  all  delivered  by  the 
nattiral  efforts ;  in  some,  the  convulsions  occurred 
before  delivery,  in  others  after,  and  in  some  both 
before  and  after. 

Doctor  Denman,  treating  of  ^convulsions,  says, 
^.^  these  may  come  on  in  the  beginning,  or  in  the 
"  course  of  a  labour,  or,  which  is  more  rare,  though 
^  not  less  dreadful,  soon  after  the  birth  of  the 
♦<  child."     p.  432. 

Doctor  Ramsbotham  states,  ^Hhat  convulsions, 
"  ifter  delivery,  are  more  untractable  and  prove 
'v^more  frequently  fatal,  than  where  itey  occur 
^*  previous  to,  or  during  labour."  He  continues, 
*V  I  have  remarked  that  when  they  come  on  under 
^  either  of  the  latter  circumstimces,  and  continue 
**^er  delivery,  whether  it  may  have  been  effected 
**  naturally,  or  hastened  by  art,  they  generally 
**-  prove  destructive  to  the  patient." 

I  find  myself  compelled  to  dissent  from  both  these 
highly  respectable  authorities;  as  I  can  have  no 
hesitation  in  stating  the  patient  to  be  in  infinitely 
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less  danger  from  convulsions  occurring  after  de* 
livery^  than  previous  to  it ;  and  as  to  those  cases 
generally  proving  fatal,  where  the  fits  continued 
after  delivery,  the  instances  detailed  clearly  shew 
the  contrary. 

No.  16. — E.  P.,  at  our  morning  visit,  Nov.  17tK 
9  A.M.,  complained  of  pain  of  a  violent  character  in 
her  temples,  which  had  set  in  six  hours  previously ; 
she  was  very  restless    and   fretful;    the    os   uteri 

» 

was  not  in  the  least  dilated.  As  there  was  suf* 
ficient  reason  to  apprehend  convulsions,  she  was 
immediately  bled  to  1 8  ounces,  and  given  a  bolus 
containing  8  grains  of  calomel  and  10  of  jalap; 
her  hair  was  cut  close,  cold  applied  to  her  head,- 
and  she  was  ordered  to  be  put  on  the  use  of  the 
tartar  emetic  mixture.  Notwithstanding  these 
precautions,  she  had  a  fit  at  2  p.m.,  when  she 
was  again  bled  to  20  ounces,  and  4  grains  of 
calomel,  with  eight  of  jalap  administered,  as  the 
first  had  no  efiect ;  strong  injections  were  ordered 
to  be  thrown  up  frequently  till  the  bowels  yielded; 
She  continued  in  a  heavy  stupid  state,  without 
any  symptom  of  labour,  until  the  morning  of  the 
19th,  at  one  o'clock,  when  the  child  was  expelled 
almost  without  a  pain.  She  had  taken  14  grains 
of  tartar  emetic  in  solution,  in  the  36  hours  pre^ 
ceding  delivery.     The  child  was  putrid. 

No.  20. — E.  Q.  was  seized  with  convulsions  at 
7  A.M.,  Dec.  10,  when  she  was  bled  to  20  ounces ; 
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her  hair  was  cut  close,  and  cold  applied  to  the 
head ;  the  bowels  had  been  previously  well  acted 
on ;  the  fit  did  not  last  longer  than  five  minutes, 
but  was  severe.  The  os  uteri  was  at  this  time 
fiilly  dilated,  the  pains  vigorous  and  the  head 
advancing.  In  two  hours  she  had  a  second  fit 
similar  to  the  first,  the  head,  however,  continued 
making  progress.  In  three  hours  she  had  a  third, 
not  so  severe ;  the  head  was  now  pressing  on  the 
perinsBum.  She  was  bled  to  12  ounces  with  evident 
relief;  the  head  continued  advancing,  and  she  was 
delivered  in  five  hours  from  the  last  attack.  The 
child  was  still-born,  though  the  foetal  heart's  action 
had  been  distinctly  audible  one  hour  before  de- 
livery, from  which  time  it  gradually  declined, 
and  the  case  was  not  such  as  to  admit  of  the  appli- 
cation of  the  forceps.     The  labour  lasted  1 7  hours. 

There  was  considerable  tendency  to  peritoneal 
inflammation  30  hours  after  delivery,  which  yielded 
to  the  free  application  of  leeches,  warm  bath,  and 
small  doses  of  calomel  and  hippo. 

No.  7. — A.  S.  had  a  slight  attack  of  convulsions 
about  one  hour  before  the  birth  of  the  child,  and  a 
second  between  the  expulsion  of  its  head  and  body. 
A  third  fit  came  on  soon  after  the  placenta  H^as 
thrown  ofi^ ;  an  •  opiate  was  then  given,  from  which 
time  she  had  no  return,  and  recovered  well.  She 
was  21  hours  in  labour,  her  child  was  putrid. 

No.   9- — S.  T.  had  a  convulsive  fit,   not  very 
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^veri^i  before  the  exputeion  of  the  diild. '  SS^  ms' 
bled  to  20  ounces,  and  had  no  return.  ;         - 

No.  11. — M.  T.,  eight  hours  pireviaas  to  delivery 
was  seized  with  convulsions  which  were  not  "very 
violent.  The  os  uteri  and  soft  parts  were  well 
dilated,  the  pains  strong,  and  the  head  middng  con- 
siderable progress.  Twenty  ounces  erf  blood  ipere 
taken  away,  the  bowels  had  been,  previously  niwell 
freed.  Four  hours  after  the  first  a  second  fit  came 
on,  much  more  violent;  the  head  at  this  time,  was 
pressing  strongly  on  the  perin^sum,  and  was  soon 
expelled.  She  was  dismissed  well  on  £he  14th 
day. 

No.  12.— N.  T.  had  two  attacks  of  convulsibtis, 
riot  severe,  one  shortly  before  the  birth  of  the  child, 
the  other  immediately  after.  The  Ireatilient  was 
not  noted. 

No.  15. — A.  D.  was  seized  with  convulsions  as 
the  child's  head  was  passing  through  the  os  ex- 
ternum ;  the  remainder  of  the  delivery  proceeded 
favourably.  She  had  some  sound  sleep  for  six 
hours,  when  the  fits  returned  to  the  amount  of  six, 
two  of  which  were  very  severe.  They  yielded  to 
bleeding  followed  by  an  opiate. 

No.  24. — R.  S.  was  eight  hours  in  labour ;  half 
an  hour  before  delivery  had  a  severe  convulsive 
fit,  which  lasted  nearly  twenty  minutes.  The  child 
was  still-born.     The  treatment  was  not  noted. 

No.  3. — M.  O.  had  two  fits  of  convulsions  before 
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the  birth  of  the  child ;  she  was  delivered  previous 
to  admission. 

The  following  tables  shew  the  number  of  hours 
each  woman  was  in  labour,  and  also  the  age  of  the 
patients  :— 

Length  of  time  in  labour ;  thus :  1  was  i  of  an 
hour ;  3  were  5  hours,  and  so  on.  For  length  of 
time  six  women  were  in  labour,  see  cases. 


Hours  in  labour, 

i 

1 

5 
3 

6 
2 

8 
2 

10 
1 

13 

1 

16 

1 

16 
2 

17 
2 

21 

1 

22 
1 

•24 

1 

29 

1 

36 
2 

48 
2 

62 

I 

No.  of  Women, 

Age  of  patients  ;  thus :  2  women  were  1 7  years 
of  age  ;  2  were  1 8,  and  so  on. 


Age, 

17  18 

19 
2 

20 
4 

21 
2 

22 
3 

23 
1 

•24 
4 

25 
7 

26 
3 

28 

7 

38 

1 

No.  of  Women, 

2 

2 

I  have  now  given  a  correct  statement  of  the  30 
cases  of  convulsions,  with  the  mode  of  treatment 
adopted  in  each ;  which,  I  should  hope  may  prove 
of  service  to  the  junior  practitioner,  when  placed 
in  such  a  truly  trying  situation.  The  experienced 
physician  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  value  an  extensive 
record  of  this  nature,  when  he  sits  down  to  write 
out  for  the  benefit  of  the  profession  and  the  public, 
the  result  of  what  his  practice  has  enabled  him  to 
collect  on  the  subject. 

See  likewise  five  interesting  cases  recorded  by 
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I  >octor  Merriman  in  the  app^idix  to  Us 

No.  xxviii. 

It  in  tmich  to  be  regretted  Doctor  MerrimaB  dU 
iHft  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  36  cases  allmifid 
Uh  Kif(/d  of  the  30  women  died,  and  iiten^f^fUe 
of  the  children  were  still-bom.  Two  oiihe 
\uu\  twinM.  In  setwn  of  the  36,  delivwy 
i*if(i*ct4*<l  by  the  forceps;  in  eight  the  perfimtw 
waM  MHinl;  in  tlinut  the  children  were  turned;  in 
fhirfmn  the  chihlren  were  bom  without  extjra- 
ordinary  UHHiHtanee.  In  the  two  twin  cases,  the 
coiivitUiotm  o(!eurred  between  the  birth  of  the  first 
niul  ncu'ciihI  chihl ;  the  labours  terminated  without 
iirlifliMul  HMNiHtanee.  In  three  cases  the  convulsions 
catiie  on  aiU^r  dc^livery ;  in  28  instances  it  was  a 
ilfNt  labour.  See  aUo  20  cases  detailed  by  Doctor 
UmnHbolliain  in  Iuh  Practical  Observations,  Vol.  IL 
Tim  of  the  2(i  died.  I^Jiffhteen  of  the  children 
wore  Mlill-born,  benides  three  of  which  we  have  no 
statement.  Fijhen  of  the  26  were  delivered  by 
the  natural  efforts ;  two  by  the  forceps  ;  Jive  by  the 
crotchet;  aiul  three  by  turning.  These  three  died; 
which,  as  far  as  I  have  seen,  is  the  result  in  Jive 
out  of  every  nevefi  women  delivered  in  convulsions 
by  turning.  This  operation,  under  these  circum- 
stances, experience  has  proved  to  be  most  ineligible. 

There  are  few  cases  requiring  more  prompt  and 
decided  practice  than  puerperal  convulsions ;  and 
the  extent  of  the  experience  of  most  individuals  is 
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not  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  draw  satisfactory 
conclusions  from  what  they  have  themselves  seen  ; 
therefore  every  contribution  is  beneficial.  Our 
average  is  not  more  than  one  case  of  convulsions  in 
eyevy  Jive  hundred  and  forty-seven  deliveries. 

Writers  have  given  many  cautions,  as  to  how  the 
patient  should  be  treated  in  a  subsequent  pregnancy, 
in  order  to  avoid  a  recurrence  of  the  attack ;  little 
however  is  necessary  more  than  what  all  pregnant 
women  should  attend  to,  as  a  severe  paroxysm  of 
genuine  puerperal  convulsions  is  seldom  met  with, 
in  any  individual,  who  has  before  laboured  under 
such  a  seizure* 

Some  difference  of  opinion  exists,  as  to  whether 
the  blood  should  be  taken  locally  or  generally,  in 
these  cases ;  as  far  as  I  am  capable  of  judging,  it  is 
of  little  consequence,  provided  it  be  taken  freely 
and  in  a  full  stream.  I  always  prefer  the  arm  when 
the  blood  flows  copiously,  but  if  not,  the  temporal 
artery*  Leeches  I  look  upon  as  useless,  until  you 
have  bled  generally  as  far  as  the  strength  will 
permit.  As  to  blistering  the  head,  I  prefer  the 
ice  cap,  or  other  cooling  applications,  and  placing  a 
large  blister  on  the  back  of  the  neck.  These  latter 
means  will  be  usually  found  much  more  successful 
after  than  before  delivery,  in  cases  where  the  fits 
continue.  I  consider  them  likewise  highly  bene- 
ficial where  the  patient  remains  in  a  comatose  state 
subsequent  to  delivery ;  but  here,  if  the  breathing 
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be  loud  and  laboured,   10  or  12  ounces  of  blood 
should  be  taken  jfrom  the  arm,  if  the  pulse  will  bear 
it ;  and  if  this  fail  to  afford  relief,  leeches  must  be 
applied  to  the  temples,  and  sinapisms  to  the  feet  ^ir 
inside  of  the  legs.     It  is  necessary  that  the  patient^ 
when  in  this  state  of  torpor,  should  be  diligently 
supplied  with  some  mild  drink,  by  tixe  attenduil 
placing  a  spoon  between  her  teeth,  and  giving  it 
frequently  in  half-spoonfuls,   or  according  as  shQ 
finds  the  patient  can  swallow.     The  action  of  the 
bowels  must  be  briskly  kept  up,  and  due  attention 
paid  to  the  state  of  the  bladder,,  there  being  not 
unfrequently  inability  to  discharge  its  contents. 
'    Should  the  patient  become  maniacal,  as  is  occa- 
sionally the  result  when  the  fits  have  been  severe, 
and  have  continued  for  any  length  of  time  after 
delivery,  all  local  distress,  as  pain  in  the  head,  or  any 
symptom  that  would  indicate  abdominal  complicar 
tion,  should  be  diligently  looked  after,  and  treated 
accordingly ;  as    by  so   doing,   keeping  her  ftdly 
under  the  influence  of  tartar  emetic,  at  the  same 
time  acting  well  on  the  bowels,  and  excluding  light 
from  her  room,  as  also  all  other  external  irritants^ 
the  best  results  may  be  expected.    It  is  a  great  satis- 
faction to  the  friends    of  the   patient,   in  such  a 
situation,  to  be  assured,  that  there  is  little  liability 
to  a  return  of  this  derangement  of  mind,  as  is  the 
case  in  most  other  forms  of  mania. 

The   following  table  will    be  found  to    afford 
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materials  for  making  many  interesting  calculations, 
and  to  bring  to  view  several  important  facts.  The 
two  first  columns  shew  the  occurrence  of  the  con- 
vulsions before  or  after  delivery,  or  both ;  the 
figure  1  denoting  their  having  set  in  according  as 
the  column  in  which  it  is  found,  is  headed.  In  the 
oidumn  indicating  the  life  or  death  of  the  child,  the 
figure  1  signifies  its  having  been  born  alive ;  the 
letter  D  dead,  and  the  letters  Dp  putrid. 
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ON  RUPTURE  OF  THE  UTERUS  OR  VAGINA.   ^l 

To  enumerate  the  different  cases  of  recovery 
would  occupy  too  much  space,  and  be  also  a  waste 
of  time,  as  they  may  be  seen  by  referring  to  the 
periodical  journals.  Two  instances  of  favourable 
termination  took  place  in  the  Hospital  during  my 
mastership. — See  Nos.  1  and  14,  p.  248.  One  of 
these  women  has  since  given  birth  to  two  living 
children,  with  the  first  of  which  labour  was  brought 
on  prematurely  at  the  7th  month,  and  with  the 
second  she  was  permitted  to  go  her  full  time.* 

A  much  greater  proportional  number  of  cases 
of  rupture  are  met  with  in  hospital  than  in 
private  practice.  This  is  principally  owing  to  such 
patients  being  sent  to  public  institutions,  after  the 
occurrence  of  the  injury,  which  is  too  often  the 
consequence  of  the  treatment  adopted  by  ignorant 
|ind  self-suflScient  practitioners.  The  poor,  too, 
from  accidents  and  other  circumstances,  are  con- 
sidered to  be  more  liable  to  this  injury. 

With  respect  to  the  causes  giving  rise  to  rupture 
of  the  uterus,  all  those  which  render  labours 
tedious  or  difficult,  will  be  found  more  or  less 
frequently  tending  to  its  production — ^viz.  narrow- 
ness   or    deformity    of   the    pelvis — disproportion 


♦  There  are  two  very  interesting  cases  published  by  Doctor 
M'Keever  of  Dublin,  late  Assistant  in  the  Lying-in  Hospital; 
in  one  of  which  nearly  Jour  feet  of  intestine  came  away,  yet 
the  patient  recovered. 


R 
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between    the  child's  head    and  the   pelvis — and, 
occasionally  disease  of  the  soft  parts* 

The  operation  of  turning  is  not  unfrequently  a 
cause  of  laceration  of  the  vagina  or  mouth  of  the 
uterus,  particularly  where  it  is  performed  previous 
to  the  soft  parts  being  sufficiently  dilated  to  admit 
the  easy  passage  of  die  hand,  or  where  great  haste 
is  employed.  The  same  consequences  may  ensue 
from  rash  or  violent  attempts  to  remove  a  retained 
placenta.  I  have  also  known  the  mouth  of  the 
womb  to  be  torn,  by  the  imprudent  use  of  the 
forceps,  when  not  sufficiently  dilated. 

There  is  one  fact  which  clearly  shews  dispro- 
portion to  be  a  frequent  cause,  namely,  its  being 
oftener  met  with  in  the  expulsion  of  male  children  ; 
thus  of  34  cases  which  I  am  about  to  state,  twenty- 
three  of  the  children  were  males ;  and  of  20, 
mentioned  by  Doctor  M*Keever,  fifteen  were  males. 
This  is  satisfactorily  accounted  for,  by  the  greater 
size  of  the  male  head,  as  proved  by  accurate 
measurements  made  by  Doctor  Joseph  Clarke, 
which  may  be  seen  in  his  second  letter  to  Doctor 
Price.  Of  sixty  male  and  sixty  female  children, 
bom  at  the  full  time.  Doctor  Clarke  found  that  the 
average  circumference  in  the  males  was  14  inches, 
and  in  the  females  13|  inches ;  the  arch  from  ear  to 
ear,  over  the  crown,  was  7i  inches  in  the  males, 
and  only  7^  inches  in  the  females.  Of  the  120 
examined  there  were  only  six,  where  the  circum- 
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ference  of  the  head  exceeded  14^  inches,  all  of 
which  were  males.  This  diflFerence  may  appear 
trifling,  hut  in  a  practical  point  of  view  it  is  of 
vast  importance,  especially  where  any  diminution 
in  the  size  of  the  pelvis  exists. 

The  symptoms   which   indicate   rupture   of  the 
Tugina  or  uterus  are,  in  general,  strongly  marked. 
If  a  patient  having  had  severe  labour  for  some 
lime,  should  suddenly  call  out  that  she  felt  something 
give  way  within  her,  followed  by  acute  crampish 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  stomach,  vomiting,  great 
<iebility,  and  anxiety  of  countenance,  with  cessation 
of  the  labour  pains,  and  urgent  distress  on  pressure 
over  the  uterus,  with  perhaps  a  slight  discharge  of 
blood  from  the  vagina ;  with  these  symptoms,  the 
practitioner  will  scarcely  be  at  a  loss  to  conjecture 
what  has  occurred  ;  but  where,  added  to  these,  the 
presenting  part  recedes,  and  the  extremities  of  the 
child  can  be  felt  by  the  hand  through  the  abdominal 
parietes,  the  patient's  countenance  at  the  same  time 
ghastly,  and  the  body  covered  with  cold  sweat,  the 
accident  must  be  obvious  to  the  least  observing. 
I  have,    however,    seen   a  few   cases   where   the 
symptoms  were  very  obscure :  in  such,  the  injury 
was  trifling  in  point  of  extent,  but  equally  fatal. 
In  these,    the  cause  for  the  most  part  is,  a  small 
projecting  point  of  bone  in  the  pelvis,  or  a  jutting 
inwards  of  the  last  lumbar  vertebra.     The  uterine 
action   in    the  latter,    continues  not   unfrequently 
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pretty  yigorous,  or  at  least  assists  considerably  in 
the  delivery  of  the  child ;  which  is  very  likely  to 
deceive  the  medical  attendant.  In  other  cases,  it 
would  seem  as  if  the  very  pain  which  caused  the 
child's  expulsion,  produced  the  laceration. 

The  part,  that  most  usually  gives  way,  is  at  the 
junction  of  the  cervix  uteri  with  the  vagina,  either 
anteriorly  or  posteriorly ;  and,  according  to  my 
experience,  equally  frequent  in  both  situations. 
Of  34  cases  that  occurred  in  the  Hospital,  in  13 
the  injury  was  at  the  posterior  part;  in  12  anteriorly; 
in  2  laterally ;  in  1  the  mouth  of  the  womb  was 
torn ;  and  in  6  the  particular  seat  of  the  laceration 
was  not  described.  In  9  of  the  34,  the  peritoneal 
coat  of  the  uterus  was  uninjured,  although  the 
muscular  substance  of  the  cervix  was  extensively 
ruptured.  One  singular  case  occurred  in  the 
Hospital,  precisely  similar  to  that  recorded  by 
Doctor  John  Clarke,  in  the  Transactions  for  the 
Improvement  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Knowledge, 
vol.  3,  where  the  patient  died  with  all  the  symptoms 
of  ruptured  uterus.  On  examination,  however, 
no  rupture  could  be  discovered ;  but  on  throwing 
forward  the  fundus  uteri,  numerous  lacerations  were 
observed  in  the  peritoneal  covering  of  its  posterior 
surface ;  the  injury  being  confined  to  this  membrane.* 
I  have  never  seen  an  instance  where  the  fundus 

*  See  also  Doctor  Ramsbotham's  Case,  No.  86. 
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^was  ruptured,  nor  did  Doctor  Clarke  during  his  resi- 
dence in  the  Hospital,  meet  with  such  an  occurrence. 
We  mentioned  that  when  the  accident  has  taken 
place,    speedy   delivery   is   very    desirable.     The 
manner  in  which  this  is  to  be  best  accomplished, 
must  depend  upon  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 
When  the  head  presents  and  does  not  recede,  it  is 
rarely  that  lessening    it,    and  delivering  with  the 
crotchet  will  not  be  found  the  most  eligible  mode 
of  proceeding ;  in  doing  which  we  should  have  an 
assistant  to  keep  the  uterus  as  fixed  as  possible  ;  at 
the  same  time  using  very   gentle   force  with   the 
perforator,  and  making  the  opening  as  much  to  one 
side  as  practicable,  so  as  to  fix  the  opposite  side  of 
the  head  against  the  pelvis.  Should  these  precautions 
not  be  attended  to,  the  child    in  our  attempt  to 
deliver  is  likely  to  recede,    and  escape    into  the 
abdominal  cavity,    and  thus   magnify   the   danger 
considerably.     Eflbrts  have  been  frequently  made 
to  deliver  with  the  forceps,  in  such  cases  ;  but  this 
instrument  is  seldom  applicable,  as  the  introduction 
of  the  blades  generally  forces  the  head  out  of  our 
reach  ;  besides  but  little  would  be  thus  gained,  for 
the  child  dies*  shortly  after  the  rupture  takes  place ; 


*  Doctor  Burns,  in  recommending  the  forceps  in  these  cases, 
states,  *^  the  child  sometimes  lives  for  hours"  after  the  accident. 
This  is  contrary  to  my  experience ;  nor  has  he  given  any  case^ 
where  a  living  child  was  delivered  with  the  forceps,  after  a 
laceration  of  the  uterus  had  taken  place. 
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the  dimensions  too  of  the  pelvis  are  in  such  cases 
for  the  most  part  defective  ;  all  which  circumstances 
would  seem  strongly  opposed  to  this  mode  of 
delivery.  In  three  of  the  34  cases  above  alluded 
to,  attempts  were  carefully  made  to  deliver  with  the 
forceps,  but  without  success.  When  the  child  has 
escaped  out  of  the  uterus,  it  is  now  the  general 
practice,  and  undoubtedly  the  best,  cautiously  to 
introduce  the  hand  through  the  lacerated  parts  into 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  bring  down  the  feet 
without  delay.  As  soon  as  the  child  is  removed^ 
the  placenta  should  be  taken  away,  with  as  much 
clotted  and  fluid  blood  as  can  be  easily  got  at :  care 
should  be  taken  to  return  any  of  the  intestines  that 
might  have  fallen  through  the  lacerated  parts  into 
the  vagina,  otherwise  strangulation  would  most 
likely  be  the  consequence  ;  the  edges  of  the  rupture 
should  then  be  placed  as  nearly  in  contact  as 
possible. 

In  cases  where  the  laceration  has  occurred 
previous  to  the  os  uteri  being  dilated,  it  is  thought 
the  best  chance  of  recovery  would  be,  to  open  the 
parietes  of  the  abdomen,  cut  into  the  uterus,  and 
^o  extract  the  child.  This  is  exceedingly  rare :  I 
never  witnessed  an  instance  of  it,  nor  did  Doctor 
Clarke  during  his  seven  years'  mastership.  The 
mouth  of  the  womb  is  almost  invariably  so  much 
dilated  by  labour  pains,  as  to  allow  the  attendant 
to  introduce  his  hand  without  difficulty.      Such  a 
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state  of  parts  might  exist,  where  the  uterus  had 
been  burst  by  a  violent  external  injury,  but  is 
i^arely  met  with  as  the  mere  effect  of  uterine 
action. 

Of  the  34  cases,  4  were  delivered  by  the 
natural  efforts;  19  by  the  crotchet;  in  7  the 
children  were  brought  away  by  the  feet;  in  2  the 
delivery  was  effected  by  lessening  the  thorax,  and 
bringing  down  the  breech ;  and  in  2  the  mode  of 
delivery  has  not  been  stated.  Two  of  the  34 
children  were  born  alive ;  three  of  those  still-born 
were  putrid  ;  in  three  cases  the  uterus  was  ruptured 
before  admission  ;  in  three  the  child  presented  witib 
the  arm  ;  four  of  the  women  died  immediately  iafteir 
delivery ;  one  in  2  hours;  three  in  4 ;  one  in  10 ; 
two  in  14  ;  one  in  17 ;  one  in  24 ;  one  in  25 ;  and 
one  in  30  hours.  Four  died  on  the  2nd  day ;  one 
on  the  3d;  four  on  the  4th;  one  on  the  5th ;  two 
on  the  8th  ;  one  on  the  9th  ;  one  on  the  11th  ;  one 
on  the  14th;  and  one  on  the  24th  day  after 
delivery.  The  period  of  one  death  is  not  stated. 
Two  recovered.  Three  of  the  34  cases,  were 
complicated  with  convulsions. — See  Nos.  8,  19f 
eiid  25,  on  that  subject.  In  four^  psoas  abscess 
formed  previous  to  death. 

I  shall  now  give  a  short  statement  of  each  case* 
sufficient,  however,  to  exhibit  their  most  important 
features,  first  noticing  those  two  instances  of 
recovery. 
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No.  1  • — Was  admitted  into  Hospital  mth  the 
hand  and  arm  protruded  from  the  vagina,  as  far  as 
the  elbow.  The  fiinis  was  prolapsed  and  without 
pulsation.  It  was  stated  that  she  had .  been 
attended  by  a  midwife  and  two  surgeons,  and  that 
the  former,  having  mistaken  the  hand  for  the  foot, 
had  pulled  it  down.  On  admission  she  was  in  a 
very  debilitated  state ;  her  countenance  ghastly^ 
and  extremely  anxious ;  pulse  quick  and  feeble.  It 
was  evident  she  had  suffered  some  serious 
injury,  and  from  the  symptoms,  rupture  of  the 
uterus  or  vagina  was  too  apparent.  She  had  got 
sixty  drops  of  tincture  of  opium  previous  to 
ladmission. 

On  examination,  per  vaginam,  the  shoulder  and 
body  were  found  forced  so  low  and  so  firmly  fixed 
in  the  pelvis,  as  to  forbid  any  attempt  at  turning ; 
nor  was  there  any  necessity  for  doing  so,  as  the 
child  was  dead. 

The  thorax  was  then  perforated  and  broken 
up,  the  breech  brought  down  by  the  crotchet,  and 
the  delivery  completed  without  the  least  difl^ 
culty. 

On  passing  the  hand  into  the  vagina,  after  the 
placenta  had  been  taken  away,  an  extensive  lacera- 
tion was  discovered  posteriorly,  at  its  junction  with 
the  cervix  uteri.  The  parts  were  placed  as  nearly 
as  possible  in  their  natural  position,  care  having 
been  taken  to  return  any  protruded  intestine,  so  as 
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to  prevent  its  being  included  in  the  lacerated  part, 
and  remove  the  clotted  blood. 

It  was  evening  when  she  was  admitted,  and  after 
the  delivery  was  completed  and  her  bed  made 
comfortable,  she  was  given  a  powder  containing  ten 
grains  of  calomel,  and  the  same  quantity  of  jalap, 
which  remained  on  her  stomach,  and  operated 
freely. 

The  following  morning  she  was  reported  to  have 
rested  but  little ;  her  pulse  was  130,  and  there 
was  much  tenderness  of  the  abdomen. 

Three  dozen  leeches  were  ordered  to  be  applied 
to  the  abdomen,  and  a  warm  bath  afterwards ;  also 
stuping  every  third  hour,  with  flannels  wrung  out  of 
water,  as  hot  as  could  be  endured. 

By  these  means  much  relief  was  afforded,  but  as 
considerable  tenderness  remained,  the  leeches  and 
bath  were  repeated ;  from  these  measures,  with 
diligent  stuping  every  third  hour,  the  distress,  in  a 
great  degree  subsided,  before  the  end  of  the  fourth 
day.  Her  pulse  gradually  returned  to  its  natural 
state ;  she  became  daily  stronger,  and  left  the 
hospital  perfectly  well  on  the  twenty-third  day  after 
delivery,  and  returned  at  the  end  of  three  months 
in  good  health.  There  was  no  other  treatment 
adopted  in  this  case  but  what  is  above  mentioned, 
except  that  the  strictest  attention  was  paid  to  the 
regulation  of  her  bowels;  for  which  purpose,  the 
medicines  used  were  castor  oil,  black  bottle,  or  the 
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common  saline  mixture,  with  Rochelle  Salt  in  the 
proportion  of  one  ounce  to  eight  of  the  alkaline 
solution,  given  with  lemon  juice.  Her  diet  was 
carefully  regulated;  nothing  stimulant  or  difficult 
of  digestion  was  allowed.  Fruit,  both  raw  and 
stewed,  whey,  gruel,  tea,  flummery,  and  subse- 
quently broths  were  her  chief  food. 

Her  bowels  were,  from  the  commencement^ 
easily  affected  by  a  small  quantity  of  inedicine. 

No.  14. — Anne  Woodward  was  admitted  October 
27th,  1828,  at  6  o'clock  p.m.  It  was  reported  that 
her  labour  had  coinmenced  seven  hours  previously. 
The  uterus,  on  her  admission,  was  acting  briskly, 
and  the  head  so  far  advanced,  that  those  who  were 
in  attendance,  were  in  momentary  expectation  of  its 
expulsion ;  suddenly,  however,  the  uterine  action 
completely  ceased,  followed  by  considerable  debility^ 
great  distress  of  countenance,  vomiting  and  oiher 
symptoms  strongly  indicating  rupture  of  the 
uterus. 

The  head  was  low  down,  pressing  on  the  neck  of 
the  bladder,  so  much  so,  that  the  catheter  could  not 
be  introduced.  As  immediate  delivery  was  neces- 
sary, it  was  lessened,  and  the  child  brought  away 
by  the  crotchet ;  the  utercis  assisting  strongly  in 
expelling  both  it  atid  the  placenta;  however  on 
passing  up  the  hand  afterwards,  a  most  extensive 
laceration  was  found,  anteriorly,  at  the  union  of  the 
cervix  uteri  with  the    vagina,  through  which   the 


ON  RUPTURE  OF  THE  UTERUS  OR  TAGINA.   251 

intestines  had  fallen.  After  carefully  returning 
them,  the  ruptured  edges  were  brought  together, 
and  the  patient  was  enjoined  to  remain  perfectly 
quiet  on  the  couch  where  she  had  been  delivered 
for  two  hours,  after  which  time  she  was  cautiously 
carried  to  bed,  and  a  powder  containing  eight 
grains  of  calomel  and  fifteen  of  jalap,  with  half  a 
grain  of  powdered  opium,  administered. 

October  29th,  9  a.m. — Rested  badly ;  bowels 
have  not  been  opened;  pulse  114,  feeble;  abdo- 
men distended,  and  very  tender  on  pressure. 

To  have  one  ounce  of  castor  oil,  and  one  of 
tincture  of  jalap  immediately ;  to  be  repeated  in 
three  hours  if  necessary.  Three  dozen  leeches  to 
the  abdomen,  and  afterwards  the  warm  bath,  in 
which  she  is  to  remain  as  long  as  she  finds  it 
agreeable ;  the  abdomen  to  be  fomented  every 
second  hour  with  flannels  as  hot  as  can  be  endured. 

9  o'clock  P.M. — Purgative  draught  was  repeated; 
bowels  have  been  well  emptied ;  abdomen  softer ; 
less  painful  on  pressure  ;  pulse  120  ;  tongue  foul. 

The  stuping  to  be  diligently  continued. 

October  30,  9  a.m. — Had  some  rest;  pulse  114; 
tongue  foul ;  abdomen  full ;  uterus  enlarged ;  very 
tender  on  pressure  ;  bowels  open. 

Three  dozen  leeches  over  region  of  uterus, 
afterwards  a  warm  bath  ;  stupes  every  second  hour ; 
the  saline  mixture  with  Rochelle  Salt. 

9  o'clock  p.m. — Felt  relieved  by  the  leeches  and 
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badi;  pulse  120;  bowels  open;  abdomen  softer, 
ranch  less  paiiifhl  on  pressure. 

Fomentations  and.  saline  draught  to  be  continued. 

31st,  9  A.II. — Rested  tolerably;  drank  freely; 
pulse  114;  bowels  open;  uterus  stiU  continues 
enlarged,  bard,  and  tender  on  pressure. 

Three  dozen  leeches  and  warm  bath  to  be  repeat- 
ed; stupes  every  second  hour;  to  have  three  drachms 
of  castor  ml  in  an  ounce  of  pennyroyal  water. 

November  1st,  9  a.m. — Rested  well;  drank 
freely;  pulse  114;  abdomen  soft  and  free  from 
pain ;  uterus  stiU  hard  and  enlarged ;  bowels  open. 

Fomentations  to  abdomen  to  be  continued;  to 
have  the  saline  aperient  mixture. 

Nov.  2d,  9  A.M. — Rested  well.  Pulse  114; 
tongue  moister  and  cleaner ;  drinks  freely  and  feels 
easy  except  when  she  moves  in  the  bed ;  abdomen 
nearly  free  from  pain  ;  bowels  open. 

Stupes  to  be  occasionally  applied. 

3d,  9  A.M. — Pulse  114;  in  every  respect  im- 
proved. 

She  gradually  continued  to  amend,  and  was  dis- 
missed quite  well  on  the  30th  of  November,  one 
month  and  two  days  from  the  date  of  her  delivery. 
Her  pulse,  which  was  feeble  from  the  first,  con- 
tinued regularly  to  beat  114  in  the  morning,  and 
120  in  the  evening,  for  the  first  twelve  days,  after 
which  it  fell  to  98,  and  became  gradually  stronger 
and  more  natural. 
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On  the  15th  and  I6th  days  after  delivery,  there 
was  a  very  considerable  discharge  from  the  vagina, 
of  unhealthy  pus,  to  the  amount  perhaps  of  a  pint  on 
the  first  day,  and  somewhat  less  on  the  second.     It 
had  probably  collected  about  the  lacerated  part;  it  did 
not,  however,  interfere  with  her  recovery,  during 
which  her  strength  was  supported  by  nutritious  diet. 
After  the  first  12  days  she  was  freely  supplied 
with  chicken  broth,  chicken,  stewed  iipples,  grapes 
occasionally,  and  a  little  wine.     She  also  had  the 
.cold  infusion  of  bark  in  the  form  of  an  efiervescing 
draught ;  this  was  the  only  medicine  administered, 
after  the  first  four  days,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
drachms  of  castor  oil   occasionally,    or  the  saline 
aperient  mixture. 

The  bowels  in  both  these  cases  were  easily  acted 
on,  after  having  been,  in  the  first  instance^  well 
emptied.  This  contributed  much  to  their  favour- 
able termination.  For  the  most  part,  where  this 
injury  has  occurred,  the  bowels  yield  with  diffi- 
culty to  the  effects  of  medicine ;  and  in  many 
XBases  it  will  be  found  quite  impossible  to  evacuate 
them,  even  with  the  largest  doses  of  the  most 
drastic  purgatives,  until  death  is  close  at  hand, 
when  they  begin  to  act  violently.  It  is  a  matter  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  have  them  early  opened, 
and  afterwards  to  keep  up  their  action  by  mild 
purgatives,  at  the  same  time  using  all  the  means  in 
our  power  to  counteract  inflammation. 
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In  both  cases  it  may  be  observed  that  the  same 
plan  of  treatment  was  pursued ;  and  it  cannot  be 
too  strongly  recommended  to  the  notice  of  prof- 
fessional  men,  that  early  and  active  means  of  coun- 
teracting the  sudden  and  dangerous  inflammation 
that  sets  in,  in  all  cases  of  this  kind,  is  a  matter  of 
the  utmost  importance. 

In  the  above  instances,  when  the  tenderness  of 
the  abdomen  was  subdued,  the  dangerous  symptoms 
gradually  subsided,  and  it  is  singular,  that  in  both 
it  was  nearly  removed  about  the  end  of  the  fourth; 
or  in  the  course  of  the  fifth  day  after  delivery.* 

These  two  cases  were  published  by  me,  in  1830j 
in  the  Transactions  of  the  Association  of  the  King 
and  Queen's  College  of  Physicians  in  Ireland,  since 
which  time,  Woodward  has  been  twice  delivered  of 


♦  A  third  case  of  recovery  from  laceration  of  the  vagina 
under  very  similar  treatment,  occurred  in  a  poor  woman  out  of 
the  hospital,  about  the  same  time.  The  laceration  was  so  ex- 
tensive that  my  hand  passed  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 
without  the  least  interruption.  This  woman  lived  till  the  26th 
day  after  delivery,  and  had  to  all  appearance  recovered  from 
the  injury,  when,  suddenly,  she  was  attacked  with  haemorrhage^ 
and  died  in  fifteen  minutes.  She  had  been  walking  about  for  the 
four  or  five  days  previous,  had  a  good  appetite,  and  was  in  toler- 
able health.  She  was  sometimes  afiected  with  chilliness  in  the 
evening. 

As  there  was  no  possibility  of  obtaining  a  post  mortem  ex* 
amination,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  this  should  be  considered 
a  decided  case  of  recovery  ;  although  previous  to  her  death,  she 
was  pronounced  out  of  danger  by  her  medical  attendant. 
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living  children ;  with  the  first  of  which,  labour  was 
induced  prematurely.  The  following  is  a  statement 
of  the  particulars  of  both  labours. 

Anne  Woodward  was  admitted  March  3d,  1832, 
being  inr  the  7th  month  of  her  pregnancy,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  labour  brought  on  prematurely, 
in  consequence  of  a  laceration  of  the  uterus  and 
vagina,  which  she  had  sustained  in  her  last  confine- 
ment, Oct.  1828. 

The  membranes  were  ruptured  on  the  4th  of 
March,  at  10  o'clock  a.m.,  when  not  more  than  a 
tea-spoonful  of  fluid  escaped.  It  was  found  neces- 
sary partially  to  introduce  the  hand  into  the  vagina, 
in  order  to  reach  the  os  uteri,  and  having  done  so, 
it  required  some  gentle  efforts  with  the  point  of  the 
finger  to  dilate  it  so  much  as  to  admit  a  small  sized 
director  to  be  passed.  The  liquor  amnii  began  to 
come  away  freely  at  12  o'clock  a.m.,  and  having 
continued  to  escape  for  a  short  time,  ceased. 

5th,  9  o'clock  A.M. — Slept  well ;  has  not  had  pain 
or  distress  of  any  kind.  The  bowels  were  freely 
opened  by  purgatives  previous  to  rupturing  the 
membranes,  and  frequently  since  by  stimulating 
injections.  FoBtal  heart  very  distinct ;  most  clearly 
heard  near  the  umbilicus  on  the  right  side ;  about 
130  in  the  minute ;  mother's  pulse  natural ;  it  was, 
from  this  pronounced  that  the  child  would  most 
likely  present  with  the  breech. 

6th,  9  A.M. — Remains  quite  firee  from  pain,  and 
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feels  well  in  other  respects ;  no  discharge  of  wat^s 
whatever ;  uterus  diminished  in  size,  and  mosce  solid 
to  the  feel.  The  director  was  again  passed  into 
the  uterus,  but  no  fluid  followed  its  introduction. 

7th,  9  A.M. — Slept  well;  feels  easy;  uterus  ptUl 
more  firm ;  had  some  discharge  of  waters  in  the 
course  of  yesterday,  but  not  in  any  quantity.  PcBtal 
heart  distinct,  but  not  so  strong ;  bowels  opened  ]by 
injections. 

8  o'clock  P.M. — Slight  uterine  action  set  in  at 
noon,  and  has  continued,  slowly  since ;  the  os  utqri 
is  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  shilling;  its  edges  thin 
and  relaxed.  The  pains  are  tolerably  constant,  but 
gentle,  and  seemingly  not  productive  of  mudbi  dis- 
tress. Heart's  action  fiilly  as  strong  as  it  has  been 
for  the  last  48  hours. 

1 1  o'clock  P.M. — Was  delivered  at  a  quarter-past 
10,  without  much  suflFering.  The  child  when  ex- 
pelled was  feeble  ;  however,  being  placed  in  a  warm 
bath,  and  sUght  stimulants  applied  to  the  thoras^  it 
rallied,  an4,  drank  suck  freely  from  a  spoon.  The 
|)reech  presented;  there  was  no  difficulty  in  the 
delivery ;  the  placenta  was  thrown  oflf  in  20  minutes. 

8th,  9  A.M. — Rested  well ;  feels  comfortable ; 
bowels  free. 

The  child  was  quiet,  and  drank  suck  freely  from 
the  spoon,  but  could  not  be  induced  on  repeated 
trials  to  take  the  breast;  bowels  not  opened  since 
birth.     A  small  tea-spoonful  of  castor  oil,  with  an 
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equal  quantity  of  brown  sugar  and  boiling  water,  to 
be  well  mixed,  and  a  third  part  of  this  to  be  given 
every  2d  hour  till  it  operates. 

9  o'clock  P.M. — The  mother  continues  well ;  the 
child  seems  feeble  and  drinks  unwillingly. 

9th,  9  o'clock  A.M. — The  mother  improving ;  the 
child  died  at  8  a.m.,  being  34  hours  after  birth. 
The  sudden  change  in  this  infant  was  very  unac- 
countable ;  I  have  seldom  seen  a  child,  born  at  the 
same  period,  more  likely  to  live ;  it  had  also  the 
great  advantage  of  being  fed  with  suck  alone  from 
its  birth.  The  bowels  acted  but  once,  and  that 
sparingly  after  the  medicine. 

The  mother  recovered  rapidly,  and  was  dismissed 
on  the  9th  day. 

This  woman  has  been  since  admitted  into  Hos- 
pital, being  at  the  full  period  of  gestation.  I  am 
indebted  for  the  following  particulars  of  her  de- 
livery to  the  kindness  of  my  late  assistant,  Doctor 
Wm.  Adams,  as  it  took  place  a  short  time  subse- 
quent to  my  retirement  from  the  Hospital. 

Anne  Woodward  admitted  Nov.  16,  1833,  to  be 
delivered  of  her  8th  child ;  a  slight  discharge  of 
waters  had  already  taken  place. 

17th,  9  o'clock  A.M. — Slept  some  during  the 
night ;  had  occasional  pain  in  the  back  and  loins ; 
waters  continue  to  come  away  slowly. 

Ordered  a  purgative  draught. 

2   o'clock   P.M. — Bowels    acted  well;    os    uteri 
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dilated  to  the  size  of  a  crown;  external  parts  re- 
l^xi^d ;  uterine  action  more  frequent  and  stronger ; 
foatal  heart's  action  more  rapid. 

,  $  o'clopk  P..M. — About  half  an  hour  since,  uterine 
action  became  very  strong,  and  the  head,  which  had 
Ipi^n  pressing  on  the  perineum,  was  now  protruded. 
^Sit^re  was  some  delay  in  the  expulsion  of  the 
shoulders,  slight  assistance  was  given,  which  brought 
Qtt  such  violent  uterine  action,  as  to  expel  the  re- 
Qiftinder  of  the  body  in  one  pain,  followed  by  a 
^ifpsiderable  gush  of  blood.  The  uterus  felt  larger 
boll  contracted  on  steady  pressure  being  kept  up^ 
and  the  placenta  was  thrown  off  in  15  mmutes. 
:.:She  recovered  favouraUy ;  both  mother  and  child 
left  the  Hospital  well  on  the  14th  day.  This  was 
hw  8th  child  (a  male).  She  has  another  (a  female) 
IftTing.  She  had  almost  no  uterine  action  with  •  tha 
pseseat  labour,  until  one  hour  before  delivery^  but 
during  that  hour  it  was  severe. 
;  fill  think  it  probable  the  result  would  not  have 
been  so  v^>j&vourable,  had  she  not  been  pr^na^ 
tmeHj  deUviered  9f  the  previous  child;  which^  being 
«ji  mueh  smallar,  ctosed  the  distension  of  the  partis 
tibat  had  been  lacerated^  to  be  gradual,  and  afee 
ilferded  nature  a  longer  period  to  more  oompletely 
sacirver  the  effects  of  the  or^^iaal  injury. 
\  I  shall  now  take  notiee  of  the  cases  which  Usa:-* 
minated  fatally,  commencing  with  those  that  made 
^  nearest  approach  to  recovery. 
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No.  19. — Was  admitted  into  Hospital  on  liile 
morning  of  the  10th  of  August^  to  be  delivered  df 
her  first  child.  Her  labour  commenced  at  12  ami  ; 
the  pains  were  brisk  but  not  violent,  and  the  waters 
were  discharged  in  12  hours  after. 

The  head  remained  for  some  time  high  up,  btit 
gradually  descended,  and  came  to  press  so  strongfy 
od  the  urethra  as  to  render  die  introduction  of  the 
catheter  necessary.  We  were  called  in  haste  to 
see  her  the  following  morning,  (about  19  hours 
from  the  commencement  of  labour,)  in  consequence 
of  great  weakness  supervening.  At  this  time  her 
pulse  could  scarcely  be  felt ;  her  countenance  wag 
pide  and  ghastly ;  her  extremities  quite  cold ;  there 
wafii  constant  vomiting  of  a  yellow  fluid  ;  it  seemed 
as  if  a  few  minutes  would  terminate  her  existence: 
FVom  these  symptoms,  together  with  a  complete 
cessation  of  the  labour  pains,  there  was  no  doubt  aft 
to  rupture  having  taken  place.  ' 

On  examination  per  vaginam,  the  head  was  foilnd 
very  low ;  it  had  been  gradually  mddng  progre^ 
up  to  the  occurrence  of  the  injury^;  ^  pressure  iM 
the  urethra  was  so  considerabie,  that  tiiere  wi» 
some  difficulty  experienced  in  passing  the  -  sfmaUeil 
sised  flexible  catheter ;  the  space  betwe^  the  hs6i 
and  pelvis  was  at  every  point  very  trifling.  TIbb 
head  was  immediately  lessened,  nevertheless  it 
required  much  exertion  to  get  it  down  ^with  ^ 
crotchet ;  almost  every  bone  of  &e  cranium  ^CBMti 
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away  separately,  and,  even  afterwards,  sMue  foroe 
was  necessary  for  the  extraction  of  the  shoulders^ 
After  the  operation,  the  hand  was  passed  into  the 
vagina,  where  the  placenta  was  found ;  there  was, 
at  the  same  time,  a  most  extensive  laceration  dis* 
covered,  posteriorly,  at  the  junction  of  the  cervix 
uteri  with  the  vagina,  through  which  the  hand 
passed  readily  into  the  abdominal  cavity.  The 
himd  was  cautiously  withdrawn,  after  pushing  up 
the  prolapsed  intestines,  and  removing  the  coagu- 
lated blood. 

.  The  patient  was  frequently  pulseless,  though 
constantly  supplied  with  the  strongest  cordials ;  the 
stomach  was  irritable,  frequently  rejecting  its  con* 
tents.  In  45  minutes  after  delivery,  she  got  a 
dfraught  containing  40  drops  of  tincture  of  opium, 
jHdth  a  view  to  quiet  the  stomach,  and  procure  some 
t^&tf  as  she  was  extremely  uneasy,  continually  toast- 
ing in  the  bed.  Her  pulse,  at  this  time,  was  little 
^more  than  p^ceptible ;  her  countenance  most  dis- 
tressed and  ghastly.  Cordials  were  administered 
through  the  d«[y,  and  the  pulse  gradually  improved. 
^t  bed-time  she  was  ordered  5  grains  of  calomd 
aiHl.a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  opium ;  the  cordials' te 
bf,  given  occasionally ;  her  stomach  was  now  mttdi 
lefU9  irritable,  still  there  was  some  vomiting. 

12t^  9  A.M. — Had  several  hours'  quiet  sleeps 
pulse  114,  feeble,  yet  astcmishingly  improved; 
stomach  settled  ;  drank  freely ;  abdomen  very  much 
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distended,  and  so  tender,  particularly  at  the  lower 
part,  she  can  scarcely  bear  the  finger  to  touch  it ; 
bowels  have  not  been  opened  since  delivery,  her 
state  of  exhaustion  was  such,  tiiat  it  was  not  thought 
advisable  to  give  any  thing  more  active  than  the 
calomel ;  they  had  been  well  freed  previously. 

Two  dozen  leeches  to  be  applied  to  the  abdomen, 
to  be  well  stuped,  and,  two  hours  after  the 
leeching,  to  be  put  into  a  warm  bath,  should  hc^r 
strength  be  considered  equal  to  it.  To  have  a 
draught,  containing  one  ounce  of  castor  oil,  and 
four  drachms  of  tincture  of  jalap  immediately,  and 
an  injection  administered  every  2  hours  till  iiie 
bowels  act. 

9  o'clock  P.M. — Slept  occasionally ;  pulse  130, 
very  indistinct ;  abdomen  much  distended,  but  sroft, 
and  somewhat  less  painful  on  pressure ;  bowels  4 
times  moved  ;  drank  3  pints,  which  the  stomaS^h 
retained.  ^' 

The  abdomen  to  be  frequently  stuped  ^  to  hai^fe 
i^oken  broth  and  grapes.  ^x^ 

1^  13th,  9  A.M. — Slept  tolerably }  (jbriank  3  pittl^^ 
BO  vomiting  ;  had  a  warm  bath,  ^om  which  she  f(^ 
much  relief ;  got  some  porter  during  the  nighty 
pulse  120,  much  mcnre  distinct;  tongue  moist ; 
abdomen  less  full ;  exceedingly  painful  on  pressui^, 
y^t  somewhat  less  distressing  than  yesterday ; 
bowels  frequently  opened. 

Two  dozen  leeches    over   the    uterine    regioh, 
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followed  by  repeated   stuping;    to  have  flammery 
and  grapes. 

8  o'clock  P.M. — ^Pulse  about  130,  very  indistmct; 
abdomen  as  at  la^t  visit ;  bowels  well  opened  by '  an 
inj'ection;  slieeps  frequently ;  took  some  cMcken 
broth,  and  drinks  freely. 

To  be  well  stuped,  and  have  drink  at  pleasure. 

14th,  9  A.M. — Rested  tolerably;  drank  freely; 
got  half  a  pint  of  porter ;  pulse  126,  somewhat 
more  distinct;  abdomen  rather  less  ftiU;  uterine 
region  most  acutely  painful  on  pressure;  bowels 
twice  opened  by  an  injection. 

Eighteen  leeches  over  uterine  region,  followed 
by  frequent  stuping;  chicken  broth  to  be  given  m 
stuall  quantities  ;  to  have  some  fruit. 

9  o'clock  P.M. — Pulse  126,  feeble  ;  pain  oh 
pressure  over  uterus  more  acute,  yet  the  ten- 
diemess  has  not  become  general  over  the  abdomen ; 
bowels  five  times  opened;  stomach  quiet;  drinks 
freely. 

To  have  a  warm  bath;  a  pill  containing  equal 
pBTtM  of  blue  pill  and  Dover's  powder,  to  be  given 
eVery  2nd  hour  while  the  purging  continues. 

*15th,  9  A.M. — Purging  ceased  after  the  second 
jijil ;  felt  easier  after  the  bath ;  pulse  126 ;  tole- 
rably distinct ;  abdomen  hot  so  frill ;  less  painfrd  on 
pressure;  distress  confined  to  the  uterine  region; 
has  occasionally  slight  hiccough. 

Leeches    to    be    repeated ;    frequent    stujnng ; 
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should  the  bowels  not  act  before  the  middle  of  the 
day,  to  have  an  injection. 

16th,  9  A.M.— Pulse  132  ;  tongue  dry  and 
loaded;  abdomen  more  full;  pain  so  distressing ,83 
to  prevent  her  sleeping ;  bowels  constantly  acting ; 
drinks  largely ;  no  vomiting. 

Repeat  the  leeches  and  warm  bath ;  the  pills  to 
be  given  as  before,  until  the  purging  shall  have 
been  checked. 

17th,  9  A.M. — ^Felt  considerable  relief  from  the 
bath  ;  purging  became  less  after  the  4th  pill .; 
bowels  acted  seven  times ;  slept  pretty  well ;  puls^ 
126,  more  natural ;  can  now  endure  slight  pressAire 
without  much  distress  ;  uterus  diminished  in  ^eji 
abdomen  less  full ;  is  able  to  move  in  bed ;  drinks 
freely,  particularly  of  new  milk. 

To  be  put  into  a  warm  bath,  and  suffered  ,,tp 
remain  in  it  as  long  as  agreeable ;  the  pills  tfiijj^ 
continued  till  the  bowels  are  restrained;  to  hff^p 
rice,  boiled  perfectly  soft  in  milk,  also  stei^ri^d 
apples.  ,   ,,  P 

18th,  9  A.M. — Rested  well;.  ;took  two  pi^; 
bowels  regular;  pulse  124,  jfOiaoh  more  .natui;^; 
tongue  moist  and  clean ;  distension  of.  ab4o|nen 
nearly  gone ;  uterus,  though  much  lessen^  ^\ 
continues  large;  no  distress  from  pressure^ on,\4^ 
part  of  abdomen ;  drinks  freely ;  stomach  Bcm^ 
times,  when  overloaded,  rejects  its  contents.        .  .| 

To  be  placed  in  a  warm  bath,   for  which  [  she 
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ei^resses  a  wish ;  to  have  stewed  applcfs  aad  grapes 
for  food. 

19th,  9  A.M. — Took  two  pills  yesterday  eyeningy 
in  consequence  of  the  bowels  acting  rather  freely, 
which  succeeded  in  restraining  them;  pulse  126 ^ 
abdomen  much  reduced  in  size  ;  uterus  also 
gradually  diminishing ;  pressure  on  any  part, 
unless  made  with  force,  unattended  by  pain ;  drinks 
and  sleeps  well. 

Diet  to  be  continued. 

;20th,  9  A.M.— Took  two  pills  at  bed-time,  as 
before,  with  benefit;  pulse  120;  abdomen  much 
improved;  pain  on  pressure  nearly  gone;  sleeps 
well. 

To  have  chicken  broth  and  roasted  apples. 

2l8t,  9  A.M. — Slept  well;  pulse  120;  tongue 
moist  and  dean ;  abdomen  soft ;  uterus  still  en- 
lai^gad,  but  less  sensible  to  pressure ;  drinks  freely .; 
expresses  a  wish  for  solid  food. 

iTo  have  beef  tea  and  flummery. 

28d.-^Ptilseiv  120  ;  tongue  natural  ;  bowels 
repair ;  feels  no  uneasiness ;  uterus  still  large. 

To  have  a  warm  bath,  for  which  she  is  anxious ; 
bdiled  chicken ;  roasted  apples. 

23d,  9  A.M. — Took  two  pills  yesterday,  ob 
accdunt  of  tenesmus ;  slept  well ;  pulse  114;  her 
UTJpe,  which  she  has  been  unable  perfectly  to  retain 
since  her  delivery,  now  flows,  as  secreted,  without 
control,    causing  much  heat   and   distress   in   the 
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vagina ;  abdomen  more  natural  to  the  feel ;    cdm^ ' 
plains  of  nothing  except  pain  in  her  hip  from  lying. 

To  have  chicken  and  flummery. 

24th. — Pulse  120,  very  feeble;  in  other  respects 
as  yesterday. 

To  have  chicken,  chicken  broth,  and  porter.       ^■ 

25th. — As  yesterday. 

Continue  diet. 

26th. — Pulse  120 ;  continues  as  last  reported. 
On  her  left  hip  there  is  a  small  prominence  ob- 
servable, with  the  skin  discoloured,  as  if  matter  was 
forming.  # 

To  have  two  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine  in  thie 
form  of  pill  every  4th  hour ;  chicken,  &c.  to  be 
continued. 

30th. — Pulse  120;  still  very  feeble;  tongue 
pretty  clean  ;  abdomen  soft  and  perfectly  free  from 
pain;  uterus  much  diminished  in  size;  has  taken  - 
since  last  report  twenty-one  grains  of  sulphate  c^ 
quinine ;  her  strength  has  been  diligently  supported 
by  nutritious  diet.  The  abscess,  before  alluded  to, 
was,  this  morning  opened,  and  exit  given  to  a  lar^  . 
quantity  of  matter.  ^  ^  *' 

To  have   six   ounces   of  port  vrine ;    diet  aiid)':^ 
sulphate  of  quinine  as  before.  ^'- 

31st. — Pulse  126,  more  distinct;  tongue  natural: f< 
rests  well ;  takes  her  food  with  relish ;  last  eveniHg  r' 
the  entire  lining  membrane  of  the  vagina  came  away 
in  a  putrid  state ;  took  six  quinine  pills;  about  12 
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ounces  of   port    wine,   besides    dudceni 
broth,  &c. 

Continue  all. 

September  Ist — Pulse  126;  tongu^  moist;  ath 
domen  rather  full;  bowels  twice  opened;  slept 
tittle ;  took  seven  pills,  8  ounces  of  wine  and  some 
veal  broth  ;  abscess  discharging  freely. 

Continue  every  thing ;  to  have  a  mUd  injection. 

2d. — Pulse  120;  discharge  from  abscess  un- 
healthy; has  taken  4  pills  (of  blue  pill  and 
Dover's  powder)  owing  to  the  loose  state  of  the 
bowels  ;  took  ten  quinine  pills ;  ten  ounces  c^  wine, 
&c.  &c. 

Continue. 

3d. — Pulse  120,  very  feeble ;  tongue  slightly 
furred;  abdomen  natural;  bowels  twice  opened; 
slept  well ;  abscess  looks  more  healthy ;  its  edges 
were  yesterday  touched  with  caustic;  took  seven 
pills;  12  ounces  of  wine,  &c. 
.  .  Continue. 

4th. — Her,  strength  rapidly  failed,  notwithstanduig 
tbo  free  use  of  pprdials,  and  she  died  at  8  a.m.    ; 

On  dissection,  it  was  found  that  adhesion  had 
taken  place  throughout  almost  the  entire  extent  of 
the  laceration,  with  a  copious  deposit  of  lymph* 
Two  small  openings  stiU  remained,  communicating 
with  extensive  psoas  abscess  on  each  side.  Had  it 
not  been  for  the  formation  of  these  abscesses,  a 
complete  union  of  the  lacerated  parts  would,  in  all 
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probi^ilityy  hate  taken  place,  and  the  patient's  1^ 
been  saved. 

Was  the  matter,  discharged  on  the  15th  and  16th 
days,  in  Woodward's  case,  (who  recovered^)  formed 
in  the  lumbar  region  ? 

This  interesting  Case  has  been  tibus  recorded,  at 
foil  length,  as  it  may  be  considered  a  fair  speicimen 
of  as  near  an  approach  to  recovery  as  poiasible, 
short  of  that  desirable  termination.  The  unfavour- 
able result  may  be  justly  attributed  to  the  unfor* 
tunate  complication  as  shewn  by  the  post  mort^fm 
examination.  The  treatment  pursued  in  t^s  cade 
will,  in  my  opinion, '  be  found  to  offer  the  most 
rational  prospect  of  success. 

No.  25. — This  patient  died  on  the  14th  day 
from  delivery.  On  examination,  Acre  were  fouhd 
extensive  adhesions  of  the  intestines,  e^eci^ly 
t^se  in  contact  with  the  uterus.  Both  ovarwfS 
had  suffered  much  from  inflammation,  particularly 
the  right,  which  was  surrounded  with  purid'ent 
matter,  in  which  the  psoas  muscle  was"  ^Hgkged. 

The  laceration  was  situated  at  thfe '  posterior  p^ 
of  the  vagina,  at  its  jmlction  with  the  uterus.  IMI 
the  pelvic  viscera  seemed  to  have  undergone  a  ^ttik 
change  of  structure ;  there  was  an  opening,  form^ 
by  sloughing,  the  size  of  a  half-crown  piece,  betweeh 
the  vagina  and  rectum. 

No.  31. — Was  admitted  April  23d,  at  7  o'clock 
A.M.,  in  labour  of  her  3d  child.     The  uterine  action. 
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for  an  hour  after  was  trifling;  it  dien,  however, 
became  stronger,  and  the  labour  seemed  to  proceed 
favourably,  without  any  unusual  violence,  lintil 
kalf^past  4  p.m.  when  suddenly,  the  pains  ceased ; 
the  pulse  became  rapid  and  feeble ;  the  countenance 
was  expressive  of  the  greatest  distress ;  liie  ab- 
domen was  so  tender  as  to  be  impatient  of  the 
sUghtest  touch,  and  there  was  frequent  vomiting. 
.  It  was  evident  that  the  uterus  or  vagina  had  given 
way,  and  though  10  minutes  did  not  elapse  from  tite 
period  of  thb  occurrence  tiU  our  visiting  her.  the 
foetal  heart  had  ceased  to  pulsate. 

The  head  was  low  in  the  pelvis,  pressing  strongly 
against  the  pubes,  towards  which  the  face  was 
turned ;  it  was  firmly  ossified,  and  so  large,  ad 
completely  to  occupy  the  pelvis.  DeUvery  was 
immediately  efiected  by  the  crotchet;  on  passing 
the  hand  for  the  removal  of  the  placenta,  a  most 
ei^^tc^i^sive  laceration  of  the  vagina,  anteriorly,  Was 
^coveredi  The  lacerated  parts  were  placed  in  its 
dose  apposttaon  as  possible,  strict  quietness  en- 
joined, and  two  pills,  containing  six  grains  of  calomel 
and  one  of  o|»mn^  administered.  In  consequence 
ftf>her  extreme  debility  during,  and  subsequent  to 
ibeliy^ry,  she  had  been  ^ven  wine  and  burned  spirits 
freely. 

9  o'clock  P.M. — Has  slept  some  ;  pulse  120,  very 
feeble ;  countenance  very  anxious. 

Ordered  two  pills,  each  containing  two  grains  of 
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calomel,  and  half  a  grain  of  opium,  to  be  taken  in 
the  course  of  the  night,  should  the  stomach  bd 
irritable. 

24th,  9  A.M. — Did  not  require  the  pills ;  skpl 
frequently;  pulse  98,  tolerably  distinct  and  soft; 
abdomen  fiill,  cannot  bear  the  slightest  pressure  on 
any  part;  bowels  not  opened  since  delivery,  but 
well  freed  previously. 

Three  and  a  half  dozen  leeches  to  be  applied  over 
the  uterine  region  ;  the  abdomen  to  be  afterwards 
repeatedly  stuped;  to  take  six  drachms  of  castor 
oil,  with  three  of  tincture  of  jalap  immediately,  and 
shortly  after  the  effervescing  mixture,  with  Rochelle 
^alt,  which  is  to  be  given  every  half  hour  till  the 
bowels  act.  v  * 

2  o'clock  P.M. — Leeches  bled  well;  pulse  ] 20^ 
feeble ;  bowels  not  yet  opened.  '     ^i 

'.  iA  large  injection  immediately.  ''^ 

.:  4  o'clock  P.M. — Pulse  126,  feeble ;  most  urgefit 
pain  all  over  the  abdomen,  cannot  bear  ev^ 
the  finger  to  be  placed  on  it;  boisfivls  ^not  yik 
moved.  .q  •»  '•  •  "-f^'i. 

Two  dozen  leeches  to  the  lower  part  of  MM 
abdomen;  to  be  carefully  put 'into  a  warm' bk& 
afterwards,  in  which  she  is  to  remain  as  tcmg^tftb 
agreeable ;  large  injections  to  be  frequently  thr^omii 
up. 

9  p.  M. — Remained  in  the  bath  half  an  hour  iHdf 
great  comfort;   pulse  130;   very  feeble;    bowels 
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have  not  yet  yielded ;  abdomen  distraided,  and  very 
painftd. 

A  flexible  tube  was  now  passed  up  the  rectum  to 
the  extent  of  20  inches,  and  between  two  and  tiiree 
quar^  of  tepid  water  injected,  which,  almost 
instantly^  returned  unaltered. 

Ten  grains  of  calomel,  in  the  form  of  a  bolms, 
to  be  given  immediately ;  injections  to  be  occasionaUy 
repeated ;  constant  stupes  to  the  abdomen. 

25th,  9  A.M. — Bowels  acted  freely  at  2  a«m ; 
since  which  sh^  has  had  several  watery  motions ; 
dept  at  intervals  ;  drank  one  quart  of  whey ;  pulse 
120 ;  very  feeble  ;  tongue  tolerably  dean ;  abdomen 
greatly  distended ;  pain  on  pressure  less ;  breathing 
hurried ;  moans  occasionally. 

Twenty-four  leeches  over  uterine  region ;  abdomen 
to  be  frequently  stuped ;  injections  to  be  given  at 
intervals  ;  to  have  a  bolus  with  five  grains  of  calomel. 

2  P.M. — Pulse  124  ;  very  feeble  ;  tongue  coated 
with  yellow  fur ;  vomited  twice ;  abdomen  as  befoie ; 
bowels  3  times  opened ;  dejections  watery. 

To  have  tw0  grains  of  calomel  with  half  a  grain 
of  opium,  should  Ae  vomiting  return. 

9  p*M. — Took  the  pill,  since  which  her  stomaidi 
has  been  quiet ;  drank  3  pints  ci  whey ;  conntenance 
improved;  vcuce  stronger;   breathing  easy;  poise 
120;     tongue    improved;     abdomen    much    less' 
distended ;  feels  little  pain  when  gently  pressed,  on. 

The  leeches  to  be  repeated^  sbeukl  there  be  any 
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rjeturn  of  abdominal  distress ;    stupes  to  be  conn 
tinned  ;  to  repeat  her  pill  at  12  o'clock, 

26th9  9  A.M. — Pulse  120  ;  much  more  feeble; 
abdomen  inll ;  bears  pressure  with  more  impunityv;^^ 
bowels  3  times  relieved ;  stools  improved ;  slept,  a 
little  ;  drank  4  quarts  of  whey  ;  vomited  4  times ; 
is  free  from  pain  when  perfectly  quiet. 

The  pill  to  be  repeated  ;  to  have  one  spoonfrd  of 
wine  in  a  cup  of  cold  water,  for  which  she  is  anxious ; 
also  an  orange  and  roasted  apples. 

6  F.M. — Vomited  4  times  ;  pulse  120  ;  somewhat 
stronger  ;  thirst  urgent ;  abdomen  very  painfril,  and 
much  distended  ;  bowels  4  times  opened* 

Twenty  four  leeches  to  the  abdomen ;  a  warm 
bath ;  repeat  the  pill. 

11  P.M. — Remained  twenty  minutes  in  the  bath; 
pulse  132  ;  very  feeble  ;^  nioans  continually  v 
stomach  very  irritable  ;  abdomen .  not  quite  9t^ 
painful. 

Aepeat  the  piU;    continue  stupes;   to  have 
injection.  ^a    • 

27th,  9  A.M. — Took  3  pills  in  th^  night ;  v<>mi^ 
4  times ;  drank  4  quarts  of  whey ;  had  ako  WU 
table  spoonfuls  of  wine  with  water,  and  a  eap 
of  (^cken  broth;  slept  little;  pulse  extremely 
feeble,  126;  abdomen  continues  distended;  injecH 
tion  had  no  effect ;  boweb  h&ve  not  acted  sdncb 
6  P.M.  yesterday ;  gums  unaffected. 

The  pills  to  be  continued ;  frequent  stupes  to  the 
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abdomen ;  to  have  chicken  broth,  also  the  effer- 
vescing draught  with  carbonate  of  anunonia. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  133;  still  feeble  ;  countenance 
improved ;  appears  more  comfortable ;  took  two 
pills ;  vomited  4  times ;  bowels  3  times  opened ; 
dejections  watery  ;  abdomen  more  natural,  and  less 
painful  on  pressure. 

Continue  pills  and  ammonia  mixture  ;  also  stupes. 

28th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  120,  regular ;  abdomen 
much  less  distended,  soft;  no  uneasiness  from 
pressure  ;  took  2  pills  ;  the  bowels  were  frequently 
affected,  for  which,  at  7  a.m.  she  was  given  one 
grain  of  opium  with  advantage ;  no  vomiting ;  took 
one  pint  of  chicken  broth  since  yesterday  morning; 
also  5  scruples  of  carbonate  of  ammonia  in  effer- 
vescence. 

Ordered  rice  milk  for  food,  also  chicken  broth ; 
continue  stupes,  and  mixture. 

9  P.  M. — Pulse  126,  feeble ;  tongue  moist ; 
abdomen  improved,  free  from  pain ;  bowels  within 
tiie  last  4  hours  have  acted  repeatedly;  stools 
greenish  and  watery ;  drinks  freely ;  had  two 
tearcupfrds  of  chicken  broth ;  liked  the  rice  milk, 
and  partook  freely  of  it. 

To  have  one  grain  of  opium  immediately,  to  be 
followed  in  an  hour  by  a  starch  injection,  with  fifteen 
drops  of  acetum  opii ;  continue  chicken  broth  and 
rice. . 

29th,    9   A.   M.— Pulse    120 ;     tongue    furred  ; 
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afafibmen  dimtnished  in  tension  and  size,  not  psunfu!  { 
bonrels  "eight  times  freed  in  the  night;  drank  one 
g«dlon  of  whey  i[  slept  at  intervals  $  took  two 
tearoap&ls  of  chicken  broth ;  the  injection  was 
retained  for  two  hours ;  had  a  second  at  7  a.m. 
widoh. was  returned  in  10  minutes. 

The  injection  to  be  repeated ;  to  have  a 
siqypository  of  3  grains  of  opium  if  necessary } 
emxtinue  stupes ;  omit  the  effervescing  mixture  aa 
she  dislikes  it. 

ff^r  >p»  M.-^Pulse  114^;  tongue  moist ;  abdomen 
more  foil  and  tense  ;  bowels  six  times  opened  till  2 
o'clock,  when  the  suppository  was  repeated,  and  a 
gram  of  opium  given  by  the  mouth ;  since  which 
tiiey  have  been  quiet  {  she  was  given  wine  negus, 
owing  to  the  debility  induced  by  the  purging ;  feels 
quite  free  from  pain ;  has  taken  largely  of  chicken 
broth  and  rice  milk. 

Opium  to  be  repeated  should  the  state  of  ihe 
bowels  require  it  ;<  anunonia  mixture  to  be 
resumed ;  also  to  have  two  table  spoonfuls  of  the 
following  mixture  with  one  of  lemon  jmce  frequently 
in  the  day.  • 

S»  Infiisi  Cinehon®  Fri^d.  ^  xiL 
Carb.  SodflB,  5  iv. 
Syrupi  Zingib.  3  iii. 

Diet  to  be  continued. 

T 
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30th,  9  A.  M. — Pulse  114,  improved;  tongue 
cleaning ;  abdomen  free  from  pain,  less  dis^ 
tended;  had  one  stool  this  morning,  much  more 
natural ;  slept  well ;  drinks  freely ;  stomach 
quiet. 

Opiates  as  before,  if  necessary  ;  continue  mixture, 
stupes,  diet,  &c. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  120,  very  feeble ;  bowels  have 
acted  4  times ;  abdomen  rather  full,  but  soft ;  does 
not  complain  of  pain  on  pressure  ;  had  a  suppository 
at  12  o'clock,  also  one  grain  of  opium  by  the  mouth; 
bowels  have  been  quiet  for  the  last  two  hours. 

Diet  and  medicines  as  before. 

May  1st,  9  a.m.— Pulse  126,  very  feeble  ;  tongue 
moist ;  abdomen  full,  soft,  and  free  from  pain ; 
bowels  once  opened  ;  slept  frequently  ;  feels  easy  ; 
drinks  freely  ;  stomach  quiet. 

Continue  as  before.     Opiates  if  necessary.  ^ 

4i  P.M. — Purging  has  returned;  pulse  120,  very 
weak  ;  complains  much  of  debility  ;  abdomen  soft  ; 
discharges  have  a  gangrenous  fcetor. 

To  have  the  opiate  injection  immediately,  fol- 
lowed by  the  suppository ;  if  necessary,  to  get  one 
grain  of  opium  by  the  mouth. 

9>  Misturae  Camphorae  Jvi. 
Spiritus  Ammon.  Arom.  3  i. 
Tine.  Opii  gtts.  xxx. 
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Two  table  spoonfuls  occasionally;  also  a  small 
spoonful  of  wine  frequently. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  so  feeble  as  not  to  be  counted; 
bowels  once  moved  ;  abdomen  soft. 

Ordered  a  pint  of  wine  whey,  two  table  spoonfuls 
to  be  given  every  half  hour  ;  the  ammonia  and  bark 
mixtures  to  be  continued.     Diet  as  before. 

S,  Carb.  Ammoniac,  9  i. 
Pulv.  Opii.  gr  iss, 

Fiant  Pil.  vi. ;  one  to  be  given  every  2d  hour. 

2d,  9  A.M. — Pulse  almost  imperceptible ;  ab- 
domen perfectly  soft  and  free  from  pain ;  bowels 
once  opened ;  slept  little ;  drank  half  a  pint  of 
strong  wine  whey,  and  a  small  quantity  of  brandy 
punch,  also  some  chicken  broth. 

Wine  whey,*  &c.  &c.  to  be  continued. 
»9  P.M. — Pulse  somewhat  more  distinct,  but  still 
so  feeble   as   not  to  be   counted.      Abdomen   as 
before ;  bowels  once  freed. 

Ordered  stimulants  freely ;  broth,  jelly,  &c. 

3d,  9  A.M. — Pulse  almost  imperceptible ;  tongue 
moist ;  abdomen  as  before ;  bowels  have  not  acted 
since  last  report ;  took  five  ounces  of  brandy  with 
water  ;  also,  half  a  pint  of  wine  whey ;  is  labouring 
under  frequent  singultus  with  spasms  of  tibe 
extremities  since  half  past  7  a.  m.  ;  surface 
of  body  quite  jaundiced ;  stomach  quiet ;  slept 
none. 
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Stimulants  to  be  continued,  and  to  have  one'bf 
\  the  following  pills  every  2d  hour. 

\  5>  Pulveris  opii,  gr.  iss. 

I  Confect.  Aromat. 

;  Moschi  &k  3ss. 

i;  *K 

In  pil  xii. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  very  feeble;  tongue  dry;  ab- 
domen soft ;  singultus  continues,  with  a  considerable 
degree  of  subsultus  tendinum ;  took  3  pills  and 
very  little  of  the  brandy  and  water ;  bowels  quiet. 

Stimulants  as  before. 

4th,  9  A.M.— Pulse  96,  tolerably  distinct ;  tongue 
parcbed ;  abdomen  as  before ;  bowels  quiet ;  took 
ft  pills,  also  some  brandy  and  wine ;  hiccough  and 
subsultus  rather  less ;  wishes  for  cold  water. 

Continue. 

2  P.M. — Pulse  almost  ,  imperceptible ;  general 
subsultus ;  countenance  much  sharpened,  but  not 
expressive  of  anxiety. 

4  P.M. — She  expired. 

Post  mortem  examination. — On  opening  the 
abdomen,  the  peritoneum  was  found  generally 
adherent;  the  omentum  and  parts  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  uterus,  were  of  a  dirty  green 
colour.  A  large  quantity  of  clots,  mixed  with 
some  fluid  blood,  was  found,  surrounding  the 
sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon,  as  also  the  rectum, 
ovary,  and  inferior  part  of  the  uterus.     Anteriorly, 
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the  bladder  and  uterus  were^  firmly  united  by 
adhesions ;  the  internal  surface  of  the  bladder  was 
of  a  simUar  green  colour ;  its  mucous  membrane 
much  thickened.  On  opening  up  the  vagina  and 
uterus  posteriorly,  their  interior  surface  did  not 
present  much  marks  of  inflammation :  in  the  cervix 
uteri,  anteriorly,  a  fissure  was  found  extending  2i 
or  3  inches  transversely ;  the  rent  was  filled  up 
with  lymph  in  the  process  of  organization.  There 
{was  no  distinct  appearance  of  gangrene  at  any 
point;  the  intestines  were  sound;  and  the  gre^ 
colour  seemed  to  be  owing  to  the  effiised  blood 
being  absorbed.  There  was  not  any  pus  found; 
the  reparatory  process  seemed  to  have  gone  oi^ 
most  favourably,  and  had  the  constitution  been  able 
to  maintain  itself  against  the  effects  of  the  injury 
for  some  short  time  longer,  it  is  more  than  probable 
this  woman  would  have  recovered. 
.  No.  33. — Was  admitted  June  6th,  and  deliyereij 
on  the  nth.  The  os  uteri,  on  her  admission  wa3 
dilated  to  the  size  of  a  shilling  and  relaxed ;  in 
which  state  it  remained  until  within  six  hours  of 
delivery,  when  half  a  drachm  of  the  powdered 
ergot  of  rye  was  given,  infused  in  two  qunces  of 
hot  water.  From  the  commencement  the  uterine 
action  was  very  feeble ;  occasionally  she  complained 
of  acute  pain,  accompanied  by  a  feeling  of  forcing 
down.  The  ergot  did  not  appear  to  produce  any 
increase  of  uterine  action,  yet  the  mou^th  pf .  th^ 
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womb  became,  in  the  course  of  six  hours  after  its 
exhibition,  tolerably  dilated  and  relaxed.  As  the 
pulse  was  very  quick  and  feeble,  the  child  dead, 
and  the  os  uteri  in  a  state  to  admit  of  delivery,  the 
head  was  perforated,  and  a  putrid  child,  about  the 
5th  month  of  gestation  brought  away  ahnost 
without  any  assistance ;  it  was  nothing  more  than  a 
soft  mass,  being  so  completely  broken  down  by 
putrefaction. 

Symptoms  of  abdominal  inflammation  set  in  from 
the  period  of  deUvery,  and  continued  unabated, 
till  death  took  place  on  the  9th  day. 

On  dissection,  the  intestines  were  found  in  a 
state  of  great  vascularity,  with  the  omentum  firmly 
adherent  to  their  surface ;  there  was  a  quantity  c^ 
sero-purulent  fluid  effused  into  the  abdominal 
cavity.  There  was  a  laceration  of  the  uterus  in 
its  neck,  anteriorly,  confined  to  the  muscular  sub- 
stance ;  the  peritoneal  covering  remaining  whole, 
with  a  considerable  effusion  of  blood  underneath. 

This  is  the  only  case  of  rupture  of  the  uterus  I 
ever  met  with,  at  this  early  stage  of  pregnancy ; 
nor  was  there  any  circumstance  connected  with  her 
delivery,  or  previous  history,  as  far  as  we  could 
discover,  to  account  for  it. 

No.  34. — Was  admitted  August  31st,  at  10  p.m. 
to  be  delivered  of  her  1 1  th  child ;  seven  of  her 
former  had  been  premature  births.  She  had  slight 
pain  on  admission,  but  there  was  no  uterine  action 
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of  any  consequence  until  7  a.m.  next  day ;  at  9  a.m. 
the  OS  uteri  was  not  dilated  to  more  than  the  size  of 
a  half  crown.  The  labour  went  on  favourablyi 
without  the  least  violencci  or  any  unpleasant 
symptom  until  shortly  after  4  p.m.  when  suddenly 
she  complained  of  most  acute  and  lancinating  pain 
in  ike  left  iliac  region,  at  which  time  the  uterus 
ceased  to  act ;  the  pulse  began  to  sink  rapidly  ;  the 
abdomen  became  extremely  sensible  of  the  slightesjt 
pressure,  there  was  frequent  vomiting,  the  counte- 
nance at  the  same  time  indicative  of  great  distress. 
From  these  symptcmis,  there  could  be  but  little  doubt 
of  a  rupture  having  occurred,  and  yet  the  uterine 
action  had  not,  at  any  time,  been  severe ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  membranes  protruded  for  a  considerable 
time,  through  the  external  parts,  before  the  action 
of  the  uterus  was  sufficient  to  rupture  them  ;  which 
took  place  about  an  hour  and  a  half  before  the 
occurrence  of  the  injury.  When  called  to  see  her 
immediately  after,  the  head  was  found  pressing  on 
the  perinaeum,  and  the  ear  could  be  reached  by  the 
finger,  with  tolerable  ease.  The  forceps  were 
cautiously  applied,  but  no  force  we  could  use  was 
sufficient  to  move  the  head  in  the  least  degree  ;  the 
perforator  was  then  resorted  to,  and  even  after  the 
evacuation  of  the  brain,  considerable  exertion  was 
necessary  to  effect  the  delivery ;  the  uterus  acted 
slightly,  when  the  head  was  clearing  the  external 
parts.     The  hand  was  now  passed  up,  when  a  most 
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ei;tensive  laceration  was  discovered  anteriorljv  / ^^ai 
the  union  of  the  uterus  and  vagina.  The  plaoeots 
had  been  separated  and  was  found  in  the  abdtMninal 
cavity  among  the  intestines ;  it  was  carefully  remoTed 
together  with  a  large  quantity  of  blood,  both  flaid 
and  clotted,  care  being  at  the  same  time  taken  to 
prevent  the  descent  of  the  bowels.  It  was  necessary 
during  delivery,  on  account  of  extreme  debility,  ^ 
give  wine  and  brandy  freely.  She  now  got  a  bolui^ 
containing  six  grains  of  calomel,  with  one  '■■  of 
powdered  opium,  which  was  soon  rejected.   . 

Ordered  two  table  spoonfuls  of  the  following 
mixture  with  one  of  lemon  juice  frequently  while 
the  stomach  continues  irritable. 

9»  Aquae  Fontis  ^  viii. 

Carb.  Sodse  3  iii. 

Aceti.  Opii  gtts.  xxxv. 

8  o'clock  P.M. — Stomach  more  settled  ;  pulse  very 
feeble ;  cannot  bear  even  the  finger  to  be  placed  on 
the  abdomen. 

To  have  four  grains  of  calomel  with  one  of  opium 
in  a  pill ;  the  effervescing  mixture  to  be  continued 
till  the  stomach  becomes  quiet ;  chicken  broth  in 
small  quantities. 

September  2nd,  9  a.m. — Pulse  96,  very  easily 
compressed;  tongue  moist;  abdomen  distended, 
but  not  hard;  exceedingly  painful;  bowels  have 
not  acted  since  delivery,   but  were  largely  freed 
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before ;   slept  several  hours ;   took  beef  tea  and 
whey  freely,  without  sickness  of  stomach. 

Three  dozen  leeches  over  uterine  region, 
followed  by  frequent  stuping  ;  the  calomel  pill 
with  half  a  grain  of  opium  to  be  repeated. 

2  P.M. — Pulse  96,  rather  improved ;  the  leeches 
(by  mistake)  have  not  been  yet  applied ;  has  had 
two  injections,  both  of  which  she  retained,  without 
any  evacuation. 

Leeches  to  be  immediately  put  on. 

10  P.M. — Pulse  1 14  ;  has  had  several  injections, 
bowels  have  not  yet  acted ;  leeches  bled  well ; 
stomach  quiet. 

To  have  two  grains  of  calomel,  with  a  quarter  of 
a  grain  of  opium  every  3d  hour  ;  small  portions  of 
chicken  broth  frequently  ;  whey  at  pleasure. 

3d,  9  A.M. — Pulse  120,  rather  more  distinct; 
abdomen  distended ;  exceedingly  painful  on  the 
least  pressure ;  bowels  have  not  acted ;  took  5  pills ; 
slept  none;  did  not  take  more  than  five  or  six 
spoonfuls  of  broth  ;  drank  one  quart  of  whey ; 
stomach  slightly  irritable. 

The  pills  to  be  continued  with  one  gnun  of 
calomel  in  each;  two  dozen  leleches  to  the  abdoineti; 
repeated  stuping ;  chicken  broth. 

9  P.  M. — Pulse  126,  very  feeble;  abdomen 
extremely  tense  and  painful;  bowels  have  acted 
several  times,  but  not  satisfactorily ;    stools  fluid. 
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containing    but    little  fsBCulent   matter ;    stomach 

rejects  every  kind  of  drink ;  has  taken  5  pills. 

Two  table  spoonfuls  of  the  following  mixture  with 

one  of  lemon  juice,  to  be  taken  frequently  till  the 

stomach  becomes  settled. 

^  Aquee  Fontis  5  viii 

Carb.  Ammoniae  3  iss. 

TrsB.  Opii.  gtts.  xl. 

IK 

To  have  drink  in  small  quantities ;  should  the 
irritabiUty  of  the  stomach  continue,  to  be  given  one 
grain  of  opium ;  constant  stupes  to  the  abdomen  ^ 
continue  pills. 

4tli,  9  A.M. — Pulse  102,.  much  more  distinct; 
countenance  improved ;  bowels  three  times  moved ; 
stools  faeculent ;  abdomen  less  tense,  less  impatient 
of  pressure ;  took  5  pills,  also  the  opium  pill  which 
last  rendered  the  stomach  tolerably  quiet;  drank 
whey  freely ;  slept  some  hours ;  mouth  sUghtly 
affected. 

Eighteen  leeches  over  the  uterine  region ; 
flannels  wrung  out  of  hot  water  to  be  kept  con*- 
stantly  over  the  abdomen  ;  pills  to  be  given  every 
4th  hour ;  to  have  mild  drink  at  pleasure,  and  small 
portions  of  chicken  broth. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  114,  rather  less  distinct;  abdomen 
much  as  at  last  visit ;  leeches  bled  well ;  bowels 
acted  fully ;  drinks  freely ;  stomach  irritable,  but 
retains  almost  all  her  drink ;  took  3  pills. 
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Continue  medicine;  to  have  some  Kghtly  pre- 
pared arrow-root. 

5tli,  9  A.M. — Pulse  120,  tolerably  distinct;  ab- 
domen as  yesterday ;  pressure  still  causes  acute 
pain,  particularly  near  umbilicus;  bowels  acted 
well ;  stools  more  natural ;  slept  occasionally ; 
stomach  quite  composed  till  6  a.m.  since  which  there 
has  been  frequent  vomiting  of  an  intense  green 
coloured  fluid ;  drank  two  quarts  of  whey  ;  mouth 
slightly  affected  by  mercury ;  took  3  pills. 

Eighteen  leeches  to  be  applied  to  abdomen,  and 
afterwards  a  warm  bath,  in  which  she  is  to  remain 
as  long  as  her  strength  will  permit;  omit  pills; 
continue  arrow  root. 

9»  AqusB  Menth.  pip.  Jvi. 
Pulv.  Ovor.  Test.  jiss. 
Liquor.  Opii  Sedativ.  gtts.  xx. 

me 

One  table  spoonful  to  be  given  every  half  hour 
till  the  stomach  becomes  quiet. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  120,  more  feeble  ;  abdomen  some- 
what less  painful ;  bowels  act  frequently ;  evacuations 
scanty  with  tenesmus  ;  frequent  vomiting ;  leeches 
bled  well  ;  liked  the  bath  much,  remained  in  it 
half  an  hour ;  got  one  grain  of  opium  shortly  after 
she  was  taken  out  to  quiet  the  stomach,  but 
without  effect ;  has  taken  four  ounces  of  her 
mixture. 
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To  have  a  starch  injection,  with  25  drops  of 
acetum  opii  immediately ;  a  blister  to  be  placed 
over  the  region  of  the  stomach ;  the  mixtmre  to  be 
continued;  cold  water  (for  which  she  wishes)  in 
small  quantities  for  drink. 

6th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  114,  more  distinct ;  abdomen 
ftdl ;  can  now  suffer  the  hand  to  be  cautiously 
applied  to  its  surface  ;  bowels  free ;  discharge 
fbculent;  had  several  hours'  quiet  sleep  after  the 
injection ;  stomach  was  easy  from  12  last  night,  till 
7  this  morning ;  had  one  grain  of  opium  at  bed- 
time ;  drank  a  pint  of  thinly  prepared  arrow-root, 
and  the  same  quantity  of  whey. 

To  be  placed  in  a  warm  bath  as  long  as  her 
strength  will  permit ;  to  have  half  a  grain  of  opium 
immediately,  which  is  to  be  repeated  in  an  hour, 
should  the  stomach  not  be  composed ;  the  mixture 
to  be  continued ;  diet  as  before. 
•  9  P.M. — Pulse  126,  extremely  feeble  ;  was  pretty 
easy  until  2  p.m.,  since  which  severe  vomiting  and 
purging  have  set  in,  followed  by  considerable  de- 
bility; abdominal  distress  much  increased;  fluid 
vomited  of  a  bright  green  colour  ;  is  very  restless ; 
countenance  expressive  of  suffering ;  liked  the  bath, 
from  which  she  felt  relief. 

To  have  half  a  grain  of  opium  every  hour^  until 
the  stomach  become  settled ;  the  effervescing 
mixture     to     be     taken     occasionally ;     a    table- 
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iSpooBftil    of  the    following  mixture  to  be  taken 
frequently : — 

5,  Mist.  Camphors  Jvi. 

Aceti  Opii,  gtts.  xxv. 

Spir.  Ammon.  Arom.  ji. 

A  starch  injection,  as  last  evening,  to  be  given, 
should  the  bowels  continue  troublesome.  ^ 

10  P.M. — Is  sinking  rapidly ;  stomach  quiet  since 
she  took  the  pilL 
'To  have  wine  whey  ad  libitum. 
!  7th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  126,  very  feeble,  although 
much  improved  since  last  visit.  Skin  clammy  and 
cold,  particularly  extremities ;  rested  tolerably  well ; 
was  not  disturbed  by  either  stomach  or  bowels,  till 
5  this  morning,  since  which  there  has  been  a  con- 
siderable discharge  of  fseculent  matter;  vomited 
once;  abdomen  less  distended,  bears  pressure 
better ;  drank  a  quart  of  wine  whey,  also  one  of 
plain  whey  ;  had  some  arrow  root ;  took  four  half 
grain  pills  of  opium. 

Wine  whey  and  beef  tea  at  pleasure ;  opiates  to 
be  repeated,  if  necessary. 

2  P.M. — Strength  rapidly  failing ;  stomach  rejects 
all  kinds  of  fluid ;  has  had  a  considerable  discharge 
of  i/ooe^  from  the  vagina. 

Wine  whey  and  brandy  punch,  in  small  portions, 
frequently. 
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11  P.M. — Pulse  scarcely  perceptible;  contmne 
stimulants. 

Sth,  9  A.M. — Pulse  as  at  last  report ;  breathing 
laboured ;  extremities  cold ;  seems  in  most  acute 
pain. 

To  have  one  grain  of  opium ;  continue  stimulants. 

9  P.M. — Seems  almost  lifeless ;  slight  discharge 
of  blood  from  vagina. 

9th. — Died  at  10  o'clock  last  night. 

On  opening  the  abdomen,  a  large  quantity  of 
loosely  coagulated  blood  occupied  the  entire  space 
below  the  umbilicus.  The  intestines  generally 
were  slightly  adherent ;  when  they  were  turned  off 
from  the  uterus,  the  exterior  surface  of  this  organ 
did  not  present  any  inflammatory  appearance ;  an«* 
teriorly  between  it  and  the  pubes,  there  was  a 
quantity  of  clotted  blood,  which,  being  removed 
exposed  to  view  a  rent,  extending  transversely,  in 
which  some  lymph  was  lying,  which  had  been  de- 
tached in  the  examination.  The  interior  of  the 
uterus  was  free  from  lymph,  except  near  the 
rupture,  from  which,  some,  of  a  greenish  hue,  ex- 
tended for  one  or  two  line^*  There  was  very  little 
trace  of  inflamtnation  in  the  vagina,  and  the  manner 
of  union  was  much  obscured  by  the  clotted  blood, 
that  surrounded  the  lacerated  parts.  The  mucous 
surface  had  no  appearance  of  inflammation ;  although 
the  immediate  cause  of  death  was  the  haemorrhage 
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above  mentioned,  yet,  after  the  most  minute  ex- 
amination, no  ruptured  vessel  could  be  detected. 

No.  13. — Was  delivered  of  her  first  child  on  the 
26th  of  July,  after  a  labour  o^  four  hours.  The 
abdomen  remained  distended  and  hard  from  the 
time  of  delivery,  notwithstanding  the  use  of  active 
purgatives ;  there  was  no  pain  on  pressure,  howr 
ever,  until  the  close  of  the  fifth  day,  when  consider- 
able tenderness  was  observed,  which  continued 
increasing  rapidly  till  the  3d  day  after,  when  she 
expired. 

On  dissection,  a  very  extensive  opening  was 
found  in  the  muscular  substance  of  the  uterus, 
rather  above  its  junction  with  the  vagina,  anteri- 
orly. Numerous  sinuses,  containing  most  unhealthy 
matter,  were  observed  between  its  muscular  sub- 
stance and  peritoneal  envelope,  about  its  cervix, 
both  anteriorly  and  posteriorly ;  likewise  in  the  soft 
parts  in  the  pelvic  cavity ;  there  was  also  extensive 
ulceration  of  the  vagina. 

.  The  laceration  here  was  evidently  the  conse- 
quence of  disease,  chiefly  syphylitic,  existing  about 
the  cervix  uteri  and  vagina  previous  to  labour. 

No*  22. — On  the  5th  day  after  delivery,  without 
any  apparent  cause,  was  seized  with  violent  hsranorr- 
hage.  When  we  saw  her,  which  was  immediately 
aftier,  no  pulse  could  be  felt;  and,  though  most 
prompt  and  active  measures  were  employed,  she 
died  in  less  than  an  hour.     She  had  been  delivered 
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by  the  natural  efforts  of  a  living  child;  after  t 
labour,  not  very  severe^  of  48  hours ;  nor  firom  that 
time  was  there  distress  of  any  kind  perceptible. 

On  dissection,  the  abdominal  viscera  a^ipeared 
healthy,  as  did  the  uterus  at  first  sight;  bat  on 
raising  it  out  of  the  pelvis,  about  the  size  of  a 
shilling  of  its  muscular  substance,  corresponding 
to  the  projection  of  the  sacrum,  was  found  to  have 
given  way,  the  peritoneal  covering  remaining  un- 
injured. 

There  were  two  spots  in  the  vagina  approaching 
to  a  state  of  slough. 

No.  30. — Was  delivered,  by  the  natural  effortSi 
of  a  still-born  child,  after  a  labour  of  one  hour ;  the 
placenta  was  thrown  off  in  20  minutes ;  at  this  time 
there  was  some  haemorrhage.  In  an  hour  and  a 
half  after,  we  were  called  to  see  her,  when  she  was 
so  much  exhausted,  that  the  puke  could  not  be 
distinguished.  The  uterus,  which  was  much  dis- 
tended, on  firm  pressure  being  made,  acted  well, 
and  expelled  a  large  quantity  of  coagulated  blood. 
She  was  then  tightly  bandaged,  cold  was  applied  to 
the  vulva,  and  an  opiate  given ;  the  haemorrhage, 
however,  still  continuing  to  a  slight  extent,  and 
the  uterus  again  becoming  enlarged,  the  hand  was 
introduced,  after  which  the  discharge  subsided. 
There  was  extreme  exhaustion;  no  pulse,  though 
stimulants  were  diligently  administered;  she  was 
also  very  restless,  and  took  120  drops  of  tincture 
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of  opium,  in  divided  doses,  before  quietness  ensued. 
In  14  hours  after  delivery,  (during  which  time, 
cordials  and  chicken  broth  were  repeatedly  given,) 
the  pulse  was  first  perceived;  the  abdomen  now 
became  greatly  distended  and  painful  on  pressure ; 
the  breathing  difficult,  with  continued  vomiting ;  she 
continued  pretty  much  in  this  state,  becoming 
gradually  worse  till  the  4th  day,  when  she  died. 

On  dissection,  the  stomach  and  intestines  were 
found  much  distended  with  air ;  there  were  a  few 
patches  of  vascularity  on  the  surface  of  the  small 
intestines.  On  raising  up  the  uterus  out  of  the 
pelvis,-  a  laceration  was  discovered  at  its  junction 
with  the  vagina.  Though  this  was  suspected  befoi'e 
death,  yet,  there  was  no  circumstance  connected 
with  her  labour,  which  could  lead  us  to  anticipate  it. 

She  had  been  subject  to  haemorrhage  at  each 
previous  confinement.  The  parietes  of  the  abdomen 
were  not  thicker  than  strong  paper ;  the  muscular 
substance  of  the  uterus,  also,  was  much  thinner  than 
usual. 

For  three  other  cases  where  death  took  place  on 
the  fourth  day  from  deUvery,  where  the  uterus  or 
vagina  had  suffered  rupture,  see  Observations  on 
Convulsions,  Nos.  8,  19)  and  25.  In  one  of  these 
(19)  psoas  abscess  formed  previous  to  death ;  and 
in  another  (8)  the  peritoneal  covering  was  un- 
injured. 

No.  2. — Was  admitted  in  labour,  Sept.  23d,  at 

u 
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8  P.M. ;  the  pains  continued  brisk,  and  the  head  had 
advanced  rapidly,  so  as  to  press  on  the  perinsBum. 
The  pains  were  very  strong  during  the  night,  but 
the  pulse  was  good,  and  there  was  no  symptom  of 
danger,  when  the  pupil,  (an  intelligent  young  man,) 
who  sat  up  with  her,  left  her  at  6  a.m.  We  were 
called  at  8  a.m.,  the  pains  having  ceased  nearly  two 
hours  before.  She  was  now  in  a  very  debilitated 
state;  her  pulse  scarcely  perceptible,  with  other 
symptoms  indicating  rupture.  As  instant  delivery 
was  necessary,  the  head  was  lessened,  and  the  child 
brought  away  with  the  crotchet.  The  hand  "was 
then  introduced,  and  an  extensive  laceration  de- 
tected, towards  the  pubes,  at  the  junction  of  the 
cervix  uteri  and  vagina.  The  placenta  came  away 
before  the  shoulders  were  expelled.  She  died  on 
the  morning  of  the  3d  day. 

No.  8. — Was  admitted  with  the  uterus  ruptured. 
She  died  on  the  2d  day. 

No.  9. — Was  admitted  Feb.  3d.  Her  labour 
did  not  commence  till  11  o'clock  the  following 
morning;  the  uterine  action  continued  for  sia; 
hoursj  when  it  suddenly  ceased.  She  was  seized 
with  crampish  pain  in  the  re^on  of  the  stomach, 
with  extreme  tenderness  on  pressure,  succeeded  by 
vomiting,  and  debility.  We  were  not  informed  of 
this  patient's  state  for  three  hours  after. 

The  head  was  found  resting  on  the  perinseum ; 
there  was  decided  narrowness  of  the  inferior  outlet 
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of  the  pelvis,  which  rendered  lessening  the  head 
necessary ;  even  after  which,  there  was  consider- 
able difficulty  experienced  in  getting  the  head  and 
shoulders  away.  On  passing  the  hand  for  the 
placenta,  a  laceration,  of  considerable  extent,  was 
discovered,  between  the  neck  of  the  uterus  and 
vagina,  anteriorly  and  to  the  left  side.  The  uterine 
action,  previous  to  the  cessation  of  labour,  had  not 
been  unusually  violent. 

This  was  her  second  child,  (a  male,)  her  first  (a 
girl)  having  been  born  alive,  and  the  labour  not 
particularly  difficult. 

The  most  prompt  measures  were  adopted,  but 
without  the  least  relief;  death  took  place  on  the  2d 
day. 

No.  16. — Was  delivered  at  2  p.m.,  Dec.  23d. 
Her  labour  had  commenced  at  2  a.m.  ;  the  uterus 
acting  moderately,  the  mouth  of  the  womb  and  soft 
parts  became  dilated,  and  the  waters  were  dis- 
charged at  10  o'clock ;  from  this,  the  pains  became 
feeble,  the  head  making  but  little  progress.  In  four 
hours,  extreme  debility  and  exhaustion  set  in,  so 
much  so,  that  the  pulse  became  intermitting,  at 
times  indistinct ;  there  was  frequent  vomiting  of  a 
yellowish  fluid,  with  excessive  tenderness  of  the 
Bbdomen,  through  the  parietes  of  which,  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  child  could  be  distinctly  felt. 

The  pelvis  was  evidently  narrowed  at  its  outlet ; 
the  head  low  down ;  it  was  consetfuently  lessened. 
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and  the  child  brought  away.  The  placenta  followed 
immediately ;  after  which,  an  extensive  laceratkm 
was  discovered  at  the  junction  of  the  cervix  uteri 
with  the  vagina  towards  the  pubes,  running  up  into 
the  neck  of  the  uterus. 

This  was  her  2d  child;  she  had  been  force- 
delivered  of  her  first  in  this  Hospital  seven  yean 
before. 

The  next  morning  her  pulse  was  94,  soft,  and  she 
had  slept  several  hours  in  the  night,  without  com- 
plaining of  any  very  urgent  distress.  The  strictest 
care  was  taken  to  guard  against  inflammation,  but 
unsuccessfully ;  it  set  in  with  violence,  and  she  died 
on  the  2d  day. 

Ten  dozen  leeches  were  applied,  at  intervals^ 
with  the  frequent  use  of  the  warm  bath  and 
stupes,  &c. 

Dissection  verified  the  statement  as  given  above* 

No.  18. — Was  admitted  September  13th,  re- 
ported in  labour  from  the  previous  day.  Her  pains 
continued  trifling ;  the  head  was  high  in  the  pelvi% 
and  made  but  little  progress  ;  the  soft  parts  were 
well  dilated ;  pulse  between  120  and  130  ;  tongue 
foul.  She  continued  in  this  state  for  some  hours  ^ 
the  uterine  action  still  trifling  ;  the  pulse  gradually 
becoming  more  hurried,  her  strength  rapidly 
failing ;  the  countenance  becoming  ghastly,  and  €bt 
entire  body  quite  cold.  As  the  head  was  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  forceps,   it  was    lessened,   and   thte 
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delivery  speedily  completed.  The  placenta  was 
thrown  off  in  10  minutes,  previous  to  which,  there 
were  one  or  two  gushes  of  blood  from  the  uterus ; 
the  haemorrhage,  though  not  very  considerable  in 
point  of  quantity,  reduced  her  very  much,  for 
which  cordials  were  freely  given.  She  remained 
restless  for  some  time ;  her  stomach  rejecting 
drink ;  there  was  no  discharge  of  blood  after  the 
expulsion  of  the  afterbirth. 

One  hour  after  delivery,  she  was  ordered  thirty 
drops  of  tincture  of  opium,  and  a  little  wine  occa- 
sionally, should  she  complain  of  weakness. 

September  14,  9  a.m. — Pulse  130,  feeble ;  slept 
none  ;  complains  much  of  weakness  and  pain  in  her 
side ;  abdomen  full  and  tense ;  neither  bowels  or 
bladder  have  acted  since  delivery;  complains  of 
soreness  in  the  epigastric  region,  but  does  not 
suffer  pain  from  pressure  on  any  part  of  the 
abdomen ;  has  still  occasional  vomiting  of  a  dark 
brown  fluid.  The  catheter  was  passed,  and  half  a 
pint  of  urine  taken  away. 

To  have  one  ounce  of  castor  oil,  with  three 
drachms  of  tincture  of  jalap ;  injections  to  be 
administered  frequently ;  repeated  stuping  to  the 
abdomen ;  chicken  broth. 

8  P.M. — Took  four  ounces  of  the  effervescing 
aperient  mixture ;  bowels  4  times  relieved ;  pulse 
132 ;  tongue  natural ;  stomach  still  irritable ; 
fluid  vomited,  as  before ;    had  a  pint  of  chicken 
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broth  and  some  beef  tea ;  feels  more  easy ;  slept 
none. 

Continue  the  effervescing  mixture,  widi  tiie 
addition  of  40  drops  of  tincture  of  opium  to  8 
ounces  ;  to  have  5  grains  of  calomel  with  a  quarter 
grain  of  opium ;  a  small  blister  to  be  placed  over 
the  epigastrium ;  stupes  to  be  continued ;  chicken 
broth  frequently  in  small  quantities. 

15th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  almost  imperceptible  ;  skin 
clammy  and  cold;  abdomen  full,  but  not  tense  or 
painful ;  frequent  vomiting ;  bowels  twice  opened ; 
slept  but  little ;  had  some  chicken  broth  and  tea ; 
says  she  feels  easy ;  is  still  able  to  move  herself 
in  bed. 

There  was  good  ground,  from  her  state,  for  sus- 
pecting the  existence  of  a  rupture,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  the  strong  uterine  action  during  the 
delivery  of  the  child,  no  minute  examination  of  the 
vagina  was  then  made. 

To  have  some  porter,  which  she  wishes  for; 
continue  chicken  broth  and  mixture. 

9  P.M. — Expired  at  3  p.m. 

On  dissection,  a  laceration  of  the  vagina  was 
found,  posteriorly  near  its  union  with  the  cervix 
uteri ;  it  was  not,  of  size,  more  than  sufficient  to 
admit  the  points  of  the  two  fore-fingers ;  was  quite 
circular,  and  situated  opposite  a  sharp  projection  of 
the  sacrum.  There  was  extensive  inflammation 
within   the   abdomen,    with    considerable    efiiision. 


ON  RUPTUBE  OF  THE  UTERUS  OR  VAGINA.  296 

There  was  also  noticed  a  quantity  of  lympb^  which 
seemed  to  have  been  deposited  a  length  of  time 
before  death ;  several  adhesions^  not  of  recent  for- 
mation, were  found  amongst  the  intestines.  Fr<Hn 
these  appearances  there  could  be  but  little  doubt 
that  the  injury  had  occurred  previous  to  admission 
into  Hospital.  The  small  size  of  the  opening, 
as  also  its  situation,  will  account  both  for  the 
symptoms  on  admission  being  obscure,  as  also  for 
the  strong  uterine  action,  which  was  observed  in 
the  delivery  of  the  child  and  placenta. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  notwithstanding  the  severe 
abdominal  inflammation  that  existed  in  this  case, 
not  even  the  slightest  pain  could  be  discovered,  by 
the  iQost  minute  examination.  The  only  complaint 
she  made,  was  of  weakness,  and  the  pain  in  her  side 
before-mentioned,  with  soren^s  of  the  epigastrium ; 
neither  of  which  seemed  to  produce  much  distress^ 

Of  the  remaining  16  cases,  the  patients  died 
within  thirty  hours  after  delivery ;  eleven  of  them 
died  within  14  hours; 

No.  1 1 . — Was  deUvered  of  her  sixth  child,  June 
9th,  after  a  labour  of  eight  hours ;  the  breech 
presented.  Immediately  aft;er  its  birth,  tiiere  was  a 
considerable  gush  of  blood  from  the  uterus,  fol- 
lowed shortly  by  the  placenta.  The  haemorrhage 
continued,  increasing  to  an  alarming  degree,  witii 
great  exhaustion.  The  abdomen  was  very  large, 
and  the  uterus  could  with  difficulty  be  felt     On 
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introducing  the  hand,  a  laceration  was  found  at'^the 
junction  of  the  cervix  uteri  and  vagina.  '      ' 

It  was  singular  in  this  case,  that  the  child  ^A 
expelled  forcibly,  by  uterine  action ;  nor  was  fiiere 
any  difficulty  in  the  delivery  of  the  head;  Ae 
placenta  too  was  thrown  off  widiout  assistance. 

She  had  no  symptom  of  rupture,  except  extremes 
exhaustion;  nor  was  her  labour  severe,  vnih  the 
present,  or  any  former  child.  She  was  a  fat  flabby 
woman,  and  died  in  30  hours  from  delivery.  '  ^' 

On  dissection,  the  inner  coats  of  the  vagina  and 
08  uteri  were  found  ruptured  to  a  consideraUe 
extent,  posteriorly.  There  was  a  small  r«it  in  tiwd 
peritoneal  covering  of  the  uterus,  which  did  not 
correspond  to  the  laceration.  The  abdominal 
viscera  were  in  a  state  of  inflammation. 

No.  26. — Was  admitted  to  be  delivered  of  her 
3d  child  ;  the  labour  pains  were  feeble,  and  ceased^ 
suddenly,  in  about  four  hours  from  the  commence- 
ment of  uterine  action  ;  the  presenting  part  at  th^ 
same  time  receded ;  the  pulse  became  ahnost  inh- 
perceptible,  and  the  countenance  ghastly. 

The  hand  was  introduced,  and  the  feet  brought 
down ;  but  the  pelvis  was  so  much  under  size, 
it  was  found  necessary  to  lessen  the  head. 

She  expired  in  25  hours  ;  and  on  dissection,  tht 
uterus  was  found  almost  separated  from  the  vagina. 

She  had  been  force-delivered  in  this  Hospital 
with  both  her  former  children. 
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.  No,  4» — This  patient  had  been  under  the  care  of 
a  midwife  for  several  hours,  who,  finding  some  pe- 
culiarity in  the  ease,  sent  her  to  Hospital. 

.  On  examination,  a  firm  unyielding  band  was 
found  a  little  above  the  os  externum,  closing  up 
nearly  the  entire  vagina,  so  that  the  finger  could 
barely  pass  through  the  opening,  completely  im- 
peding the  descent  of  the  head.  As  the  pains  were 
very  strong,  it  was  determined  to  wait  a  little, 
thinking  the  band  might  give  way  ;  however,  at  the 
expiration  of  four  hours,  not  the  slightest  progress 
had  been  made.  Mr.  CoUes,  consulting  surgeon  to 
the  Hospital,  was  present,  and  it  was  considered 
advisable  to  divide  the  band,  which  he  did,  cutting 
it  carefully  with  a  bistoury,  in  the  direction  of  the 
rectum,  as  far  back  as  could  be  done  with  prudence. 
The  uterine  action  continuing  very  powerful,  it  was 
expected  now  that  the  head  would  be  forced  down^ 
In  four  hours  after,  however,  it  was  evident  from  the 
symptoms  that  the  vagina  or  uterus  had  given  way,  aa 
event  which  was  drexded  from  the  commencement. 
She  was  now  delivered,  as  speedily  as  possible, 
by;  lessening  the  head ;  when  an  extensive  opening 
was  discovered  between  the  vagina  and  rectumt 
which  seemed  to  have  been  part  of  an  old  cicatrix, 
that  was  ruptured. 

This  woman  had  been  delivered  of  her  first  child, 
in  the  country,  by  instruments,  from  which  the  soft 
parta  had  sustained  much  injury,  the  perinseum  abo. 
had  been  completely  lacerated. 


298  PBACTICAL  OBBBRVATIONS 


■I 


I    f  ' 


Vomiting  now  became  very  distressingy  with 
great  debility ;  nor  could  any  medicine  be  got  to 
act  on  the  bowels.  She  died  in  24  hours,  with  aH 
the  symptoms  of  ruptured  uterus,  whidi  was  con- 
firmed by  dissection. 

No.  21. — Was  36  hours  in  labour  with  her  second 
child,  (her  first  bom  alive.)  The  pains  were  at  no 
time  severe,  nor  did  the  head  descend  so  low  into 
the  pelvis  as  to  cause  the  face  to  turn  into  the 
hollow  of  die  sacrum.  Her  pulse  was  quick;- she 
seemed  anxious  and  restless;  her  strength  began 
to  fail,  so  much  so,  that  her  pulse  faltered;  her 
countenance  became  ghastly ;  extremities  cold  and 
livid,  with  vomiting.  One  hour  previously  she  had 
no  alarming  symptom. 

She  was  immediately  delivered  with  the  crotdiet. 
The  hand  was  then  passed  to  ascertain  die  extent 
of  the  laceration,  (as  there  could  hardly  be  a  doubt 
of  its  having  occurred;)  but  none  could  be  satis- 
fiskctorilv  detected.  She  never  rallied.  She  died  in 
17  hours. 

On  dissection,  a  laceration  was  found  in  extent 
about  two  inches,  anteriorly  and  to  the  left  side, 
running  from  the  junction  of  the  uterus  and  vagina, 
upwards  in  a  longitudinal  direction,  and  confined  to 
the  muscular  substance  of  the  uterus,  the  peri- 
toneum remaining  uninjmred.  There  was  a  con- 
siderable efiusion  of  blood  between  this  and  the 
muscular  substance,  near  the  lacerated  part.  There 
was  also  a  quantity  of  bloody  fluid  in  the  cavity  of 
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the  abdomen.  The  intestines-  were  exceedingly 
vascular.  The  most  extraordinary  occurrence  in 
lihis  case  was  the  respiration  and  crying  of  the  child 
in  utero  ;  both  of  which  were  heard,  as  distinctly  as 
possible,  four  hours  before  delivery,  the  latter  at  a 
cHstance  of  some  yards  from  the  couch  on  which 
the  patient  was  lying.  These  facts  were  witnessed 
l^  myself  and  assistants,  besides  several  of  the 
pupils,  both  by  stethoscopic  examination,  and  other- 
wise. The  head  was,  at  this  time,  high  in  the 
pelvis;  the  soil  parts  partially  dilated,  and  the 
waters  but  a  short  time  discharged. 

The  cry  was  so  distinct,  that  I  imagined  the  child 
was  placed  merely  under  the  bed-clothes.  When 
called  to  witness  this  truly  singular  phenomenon,  I 
littie  credited  the  truth  of  what  I  was  told,  and 
confess,  had  I  not  been  present,  I  should  have  re- 
mained sceptical. 

How  forcibly  should  this  fact  prove  the  un- 
certainty of  some  of  the  tests  most  confided  in,  as 
indicative  of  the  murder  of  new-born  infants  !  It 
idso  affords  the  medical  witness  in  such  cases,  a 
Mdutary  caution,  in  addition  to  those  so  ably  ad- 
vanced by  the  learned  Doctor  William  Hunter 
on  this  subject. 

No.  28. — The  labour  pains  in  this  case  were 
feeble,  yet  the  child  continued  to  advance.  The 
heart's  action  was  audible  with  the  aid  of  the 
stethoscope;   the  mother's  pulse   natural,  and  no 
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unpleasant  symptom.  Suddenly,  however,  the  most 
alarming  debility  came  on,  the  pulse  being  scarcely 
perceptible,  accompanied  with  vomiting,  and  Bmdi 
pain  on  pressure  over  the  uterine  region.  Immedi* 
ate  delivery  was  necessary,  and  the  perforator  was 
used.  She  was  a  feeble,  delicate  woman,  was  36 
hours  in  labour  previous  to  the  setting  in  of  the 
above  symptoms,  and  had  been  force-delivered  in 
this  Hospital  eleven  months  ago. 

She  died  in  14  hours. 

On  dissection,  an  opening  was  found  at  tb^ 
junction  of  the  uterus  with  the  vagina,  (exactly 
opposite  a  projection  of  the  last  lumbar  vertebra,) 
not  larger  than  to  admit  the  passage  of  one  finger. 
The  muscular  substance  of  the  uterus,  anteriorly, 
had  also  given  way  to  a  considerable  extent,  the 
peritoneum  being  whole. 

The  pelvis  scarcely  measured  3^  inches,  from 
pubes  to  sacrum. 

No.  32. — This  patient  was  sent  many  miles  from 
the  country  to  Hospital,  in  severe  labour,  on  th« 
evening  of  the  27th  of  May.  On  admission,  iier 
countenance  was  expressive  of  great  anxiety ;  h^ 
pulse  120 ;  the  foetal  heart  acting  with  rapidity ;  the 
head  low  and  fixed  in  the  pelvis.  Delivery  was 
efiected  the  next  morning  at  9  o'clock,  by  lessening 
the  head,  as  the  child's  heart  had  ceased  to  be^jt^ 
and  the  patient  had  become  extremely  feeblg, 
having  vomited  several  times  a  dark  brown  fluid. 
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A   rupture    was    suspected    from    the    symptoms 

present. 

'    After  delivery,  her  strength  continued  rapidly  to 

fail ;  the  abdomen  became  distended  and  tympanitic, 

and  she  died  in  14  hours. 

On  dissection,  there  was  evidence  of  extensive 
peritoneal  inflammation ;  the  uterus  was  thrown 
very  much  to  the  right  side,  and  at  the  left,  its 
muscular  substance  was  found  to  have  given  way^ 
close  to  the  vagina.  The  peritoneum  was  not  in- 
jured, but  was  raised  up  and  distended  with  blood 
underneath,  resembling  a  bladder. 

No.  7. — Was  admitted  in  labour  of  her  11th 
child;  she  had  three  times  given  birth  to  twins. 
The  labour  went  on  briskly  for  five  hours,  when  the 
pains  suddenly  ceased,  followed  by  great  prostration, 
and  other  symptoms  of  rupture. 

The  head  was  low,  the  parts  well  dilated,  and 
the  pelvis  roomy.  On  attempting  to  apply  the 
forceps,  the  head  receded.  The  hand  was  then 
passed,  and  the  feet  brought  down  with  little 
difficulty  :  however  it  required  some  exertion  to  get 
the  head  away,  owing  to  its  large  size. 

She  died  in  10  hours. 

No.  3. — Was  admitted  September  2nd,  9  p.m. 
in  labour  of  her  first  child.  The  person  in  attend- 
ance, on  making  an  examination,  found  an  extremity 
low  down  in  the  vagina,  which  was  thought  to  be 
the  kniee.     She  remained  till  3  o'clock  the  next 
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morning,  quite  free  from  pain,  when  the  uterus 
began  to  act  briskly,  and  on  repeating  the  exami- 
nation, the  elbow  was  discovered  presenting.  The 
body  was  now  so  closely  wedged  in  tj^e  pelvis  tiiat 
it  was  impossible  to  turn  with  safety ;  the  thorax 
was  accordingly  perforated,  and  the  breech  brought 
down  with  immense  difficulty,  owing  to  the  extreme 
deformity  of  the  pelvis.  It  required  most  laborious 
exertion  for  two  hours  and  a  half  to  complete  die 
delivery,  which  was  only  accomplished  by  taking 
the  child  in  pieces. 

She  died  in  four  hours. 

On  dissection  there  was  observed  a  considerable 
laceration  between  the  cervix  uteri  and  vi^ina,  to 
the  right  side. 

The  pelvis  (which  was  preserved,)  measured  only 
2i  inches  from  pubes  to  sacrum  :  this  was  by  much 
the  most  defective  pelvis  I  ever  met  with  in  the 
Hospital. 

No.  6. — Was  brought  in  almost  lifeless,  to  be 
delivered  of  her  10th  child ;  her  pulse  was  quite 
imperceptible  ;  the  uterus,  or  rather  the  vagina  had 
been  ruptured  for  12  hours,  and  both  child  and 
placenta  had  escaped  into  the  abdominal  cavity. 
The  child  was  brought  away  by  the  feet,  the  placenta 
also  was  removed.     She  died  in  4  hours. 

No.  23. — The  waters,  in  this  case,  were  discharged 
55  hours  before  delivery,  but  from  the  rupture  of 
the  membranes  until  five  hours  before  she    was 
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delivered,  there  was  not  the  least  uterine  action; 
the  head  was  so  high  in  the  pelvis  that  the  present 
tation  could  be  scarcely  distinguished,  and  even 
when  labour  pains  did  come  on,  they  were  feeble^ 
and  suddenly  ceased,  after  about  jive  hours  con- 
tinuance. It  was  now  evident  that  the  uterus  or 
vagina  had  ruptured :  no  pulse  could  be  felt,  and 
there  was  extreme  abdominal  tenderness.  The 
bead  was  low  down,  but  the  pelvis  being  con- 
siderably under  size,  delivery  was  effected  by 
the  crotchet.  The  hand  was  then  passed,  and  a 
laceration  posteriorly,  in  the  usual  situation,  dis- 
covered. The  projection  of  the  sacrum  was  so 
great,  the  hand  would  scarcely  pass  through  the 
pelvis.     She  died  in  4  hours. 

This  was  her  3d  child ;  she  had  been  delivered 
of  her  two  first  children  with  instruments,  in  this 
Hospital. — See  particulars.  No.  67>  on  Feet  Pre* 
sentation. 

..  No.  29. — This  patient  died  in  2  hours  after 
delivery. — See  Observations  on  Haemorrhages,  No. 
IL05. 

'No.  10. — Was  admitted  on  the  evening  of  the 
Ifith  of  February,  in  labour  of  her  fifth  child.  The 
uterine  action  was  tardy,  the  head  made  little  pro- 
gress, and  the  waters  were  discharged  early  the 
Mowing  mornmg.  The  pains  continued  at 
intervals  during  the  day,  but  in  the  course  of  the 
succeeding  night  became  more  forcible.     She  slept 
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occasionally  during  their  absence.  Suddenly,  at  5 
A.M.  on  the  18thy  all  uterine  action  ceased,  imme- 
diately followed  by  great  debility  and  vomiting. 
An  effort  was  now  made  to  deliver  her  with  the 
forceps,  which  being  found  impracticable,  the 
crotchet  was  substituted.  After  the  placenta  came 
away,  an  extensive  laceration  was  found,  towards 
the  pubes,  at  the  junction  of  the  uterus  and  vagina, 
the  peritoneal  covering  was  safe.  She  expired 
almost  before  the  delivery  was  completed. 

This  woman  had  complained  of  severe,  crampish 
pain  in  her  right  thigh,  for  a  considerable  time 
before  delivery. 

No.  15. — See  Observations  on  Hsemorrhages, 
No.  34,  where  the  placenta  presented,  and  the 
patient  died  shortly  after  delivery. 

No.  17. — See  Observations  on  Presentations  of 
the  shoulder  and  arm,  No.  15,  the  patient  died 
shortly  after  delivery. 

No.  24. — Was  40  hours  in  labour,  the  pains  at 
no  time  being  strong,  the  head  advancing  slowly .; 
when,  of  a  sudden,  uterine  action  ceased  ;  extreme, 
debility  set  in,  with  vomiting,.  &c. 

The  head  was  immediately  lessened,  and  the 
child  delivered  with  the  crotchet.  She  died  almost 
instantly. 

On  dissection,  a  laceration  of  the  muscular 
substance,  without  engaging  the  peritoneal  covering, 
was  discovered  in  the  usual  situation.     The  cervix 
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uteri  was,  to  all  appearance^  not  thicker  than 
strong  brown  paper. 

Such  is  a  correct  outline  of  the  34  cases  of 
rupture  of  the  uterus  or  vagina  met  with  in  the 
Hospital,  out  of  16,414  deliveries ;  being  about 
one  in  /our  hundred  and  eighty-two.  It  may 
appear  to  some  even  worse  than  useless,  to  record 
so  many  cases  of  this  nature ;  but  I  have  no  doubt, 
the  intelligent  practitioner  will  collect  from  this 
registry,  many  facts  worthy  of  recollection,  and 
may  possibly  be  aided  in  his  efforts  to  protect  his 
patient  from  this  truly  disastrous  occurrence,  or 
encouraged  to  exert  his  utmost  endeavours  for  her 
recovery  when  so  af&icted,  how  hopeless  soever 
her  state  may  seem. 

I  was  for  a  long  time  of  opinion  that  women,  in 
labour  of  a  Jirst  child,  were  rarely  liable  to  this 
accident,  and  for  several  years  instructed  my  pupils 
to  this  effect ;  experience,  however,  has  convinced 
me  that  this  is  an  error,  though  generally  advanced 
by  writers  on  this  subject.  By  referring  to  the 
general  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  seven  of  the  34 
were  first  pregnancies ;  and  that  in  several  of  these, 
the  labour  was  not  by  any  means  severe,  but  rather 
the  contrary. 

'  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  the  patients  in  greatest 
danger  of  rupture,  are  those  who  have  previously 
buffered  from  difficult  and  protracted  labours ;  my 
object  tnerely  is,  to  shew  that  first  pregnancies  do 

X 
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not  enjoy  that  almost  complete  immimity  from  this 
injury,  which  most  writers  would  lead  us  to 
imagine. 

In  nine  of  the  34  cases,  viz. — Nos.  10,  12,  13, 
17)  21,  22,  24,  32,  33,  the  peritoneal  covering  of 
the  uterus  did  not  give  way ;  the  injury  being  con- 
fined to  the  muscular  substance ;  yet  death  ensued 
equally  speedily :  shewing  that  the  free  admission  of 
air  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  is  not  necessarily 
followed  by  any  increase  of  danger. 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  cases  also,  that  psoas 
abscess  is  a  likely  and  dangerous  accompaniment  to 
rupture  of  the  uterus ;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  is  in 
some  instances  the  principal  cause  of  the  fatal 
termination,  where  the  patient's  life  is  prolonged 
for  any  considerable  length  of  time  afler  the 
accident.  Little  I  fear  can  be  done  to  prevent  its 
formation.  Would  placing  the  patient  in  a  position, 
so  as  to  elevate  the  shoulders  and  body,  and  thus 
facilitate  the  escape  of  any  foul  discharge,  that 
otherwise  might  lodge  about  the  lacerated  parts,  be 
beneficial  ?  This,  I  have  no  doubt,  might  be 
effected  with  perfect  safety  to  the  patient,  by  atten- 
tion to  the  formation  of  her  bed,  and  perhaps  if  the 
collection  of  matter  about  the  ruptured  parts  were 
prevented,  or  had  a  ready  exit,  its  extension  to  the 
lumbar  region  might  be  counteracted. 

The  following  table  shews  the  length  of  time 
each  patient  of  the   34  was   in   labour.     For  the 
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duration  of  labour  in  10  instances  see  cases 
detailed.  Thus  2  were  1  hour ;  2,  4  hours ;  and 
so  on. 


Hoars  in  labour. 
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No.  of  Women, 

The  following  table  shews  the  age  of  each 
patient,  thus  1  woman  was  16  years  of  age,  and 
so  on. 


Age  of  P^ents, 


No.  of  Patient!* 


16 


21 


24 


25 


26 
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27 


2829 
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30 


32 
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35 
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40 


The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  children 
each  woman  had,  thus  7  were  1st  pregnancies,  and 


so  on. 


No.  of  Pregnancy, 

1 
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6 

3 

6 

4 
2 

5 
2 
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5 

8 
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9 

1 

10 
2 

11 
7 

No.  of  Women, 

7 

From  the  sucw^v^^v^x.^  v»^«^ 
each  case  by  number,  many 
calculations  may  be  made. 


iceeding  table  having  a  reference  to 
— u^«    ^ — „  useful  and  interesting 
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ON   TWIN   BIRTHS. 

I  The  necessity  for  the  medical  practitioner  directing 
his  attention,  with  much  care,  to  the  treatment  of 
such  labours  as  are  complicated  with  a  plurality  of 
children,  is  strongly  indicated  by  their  frequent 
occurrence,  as  also  by  the  greater  mortality  to  the 
mother,  under  such  circumstances.  It  is  singular 
that  in  Ireland,  the  proportional  number  of  women 
giving  birth  to  twins,  is  nearly  a  third  greater  than 
in  any  other  country  from  which  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain  authentic  records.  Thus  in  France,  the 
proportion  is  one  in  every  95  births ;  in  Germany, 
one  in  80  ;  in  England,  one  in  92 ;  in  Scotland,  one 
in  95 ;  but  in  Ireland,  the  proportion  is  one  in  every 
62.  Of  129,172  women  delivered  in  the  Lying-in 
Hospital  of  Dublin,  2062  gave  birth  to  twins. 
Twenty-nine  of  the  129,172  produced  three  at 
each  birth,  which  is  in  the  proportion  of  one  in 
4450  ;  one  only  gave  birth  to  four.* 

When  a  woman  carries  more  than  two  children, 
they  are  usually  expelled  prematurely,  and  seldom 

♦  See  Philosophical  Transactions  for  1787,  where  a  case  is  re- 
corded by  Doctor  Garthshore,  of  five  children  at  a  birth.  Thii^ 
is  the  greatest  number  I  am  acquainted  with,  recorded  upon 
good  authority,  by  any  modem  writer. 
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Kve  for  any  considerable  length  of  time,  I  am 
acquainted,  however,  with  two  instances,  where 
three  were  carried  to  the  full  period  of  gestation, 
and  reared  healthy  children.* 

Many  signs  have  been  given  by  different 
writers,  whereby  to  distinguish  if  there  be  more 
than  one  child  in  the  uterus,  previous  to  labour^ 
such  as  the  great  size  and  uneven  feel  of  the 
abdomen,  the  mother  being  sensible  of  a  peculiar 
motion  within  the  uterus,  the  labour  being  slow, 
besides  several  others  equally  fallacious.  We  have 
in  the  Hospital  in  many  instances,  detected  with 
accuracy  the  existence  of  twins,  long  previous  to 
the  setting  in  of  labour,  by  the  use  of  the  stetho- 
scope, from  the  remarkable  difference  in  the  action 
of  the  two  hearts,  as  in  cases  Nos.  129  and 
187.  When  the  action  of  both  hearts  is  nearly 
synchronous,  or  the  mother's  pulse  very  frequent, 
it  is  difficult  to  decide  with  certainty.  Tlus, 
however,  is  not  a  point  of  much  practical  import- 
ance, as  the  most  accurate  information  we  could 
arrive  at  on  this  subject,  would  not  lead  us  to  vary 

*  Doctor  Denman  states,  '^  with  more  than  two  children 
women  seldom  go  to  the  full  period  of  gestation,  and  even  with 
two,  there  is  a  great  likelihood  of  a  premature  birth,  especially 
in  a  first  pregnancy." 

This  statement,  as  far  as  regards  a  first  pregnancy,  does  not 
agree  with  our  experience ;  thus  of  240  twin  births,  72  were 
first  pregnancies ;  27  of  the  240  were  premature  births ;  of  which, 
fix  only  were  first  pregnancies. 
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ike  mode  of  delivery ;  and  as  soon  as  one  child 
has  been  expelled,  any  individual  of  even  moderate 
experience,  by  placing  the  hand  on  the  abdomen, 
must  be  made  aware  of  the  presence  of  a  second 
child;  besides,  on  examination  per  vaginam,  the 
membranes  may  be  generally  reached  by  the  finger, 
and  often  the  presenting  part.  We  may  distinguish 
the  uterine  tumour,  containing  merely  the  placenta, 
from  that  where  there  is  a  second  child,  by  the 
former  being  below,  the  latter  above,  the  umbilicus. 
In  the  treatment  of  twin  cases,  some  recommend 
the  second  child  to  be  delivered  immediately  after 
the  first ;  others  direct  us  to  leave  it  to  be  expelled 
by  the  natural  efforts.  Both  I  consider  to  be  in 
error,  and  believe  it  is  at  present  the  practice,  with 
those  who  have  had  most  experience,  to  adopt  a 
middle  course.  As  soon  as  the  first  child  is  born, 
a  binder  should  be  applied  so  as  to  make  gentle 
pressure  on  the  abdomen  ;  we  should  not  leave  the 
house  until  the  second  child  is  delivered.  If  we 
find,  after  the  lapse  of  half  an  hour,  that  the 
membranes  of  the  second  child  still  remain  un- 
broken, they  may  be  punctured  with  advantage, 
with  the  view  of  exciting  uterine  action ;  as  the  soft 
parts  having  been  so  well  dilated  by  the  passage  of 
the  first,  no  bad  result  can  ensue.  This  expedient, 
in  some  instances,  will  be  found  not  to  succeed ; 
and  in  such  cases  where  we  do  not  observe  any 
progress  made  in  the  course  of  two  hours  after 
rupturing  the  membranes,  the  best  mode  of  pro- 
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ceeding  will  be  to  pass  the  hand  cautiously  into  the 
uterus,  and  bring  down  the  feet.  There  wfll  be 
but  little  difficulty  experienced  in  this  operation^ 
the  parts  being  in  so  relaxed  a  state.  Where  the 
head,  had  made  any  considerable  descent  into  the 
pelvis,  the  forceps  will  be  the  best  means  of 
affording  assistance.  It  is  vert/  rarebf^  however, 
that  we  are  called  upon  to  effect  delivery  by  either 
of  the  latter  methods ;  yet  experience  has  shewn, 
that  the  second  child  is  very  likely  to  be  still-bor%: 
if  left  longer  than  two  or  three  hours  unmsisted. 
In  the  great  majority  of  cases  it  is  expelled  in  less 
than  half  an  hour  after  the  birth  of  the  first ;  thus 
of  240  cases  I  am  about  to  notice,  in  180  the 
second  child  was  expelled  within  that  time.  The 
junior  attendant  may  be  cautioned  not  to  interfere 
with  the  placenta  of  the  child  first  born,  until  after 
the  expulsion  of  the  second,  as  they  are  generally 
united  ;  or  even  were  this  not  the  case,  haemorrhage 
would  most  probably  be  the  result.  I  have  seen 
several  instances  where  the  placenta  of  the  first 
child  came  away,  without  interference,  before  the 
birth  of  the  second,  and  yet  there  was  no  haemorr- 
hage of  consequence.  In  Nos.  12  and  131  this 
occurred.*  In  twin  cases,  where  it  becomes 
necessary  to  remove  the  placentae,  we  should  be 
careftil  not  to  withdraw  our  hand  from  the  uterus 

*-  The  following  similar  examples  occurred  to  me  in  private : — 
C.  S.  was  delivered  of  twins,  June  21st,  1823.  The  placenta 
of  the  first  child  was  expelled  immediately.    The  feet  of  the 
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until  both  be  separated,  at  the  same  time  waiting  for 
uterine  action,  so  as  to  induce  as  perfect  a  con** 
traction  of  this  organ  as*  practicable ;  a  point 
of  most  vital  importance. 

When  we  reflect,  as  has  been  computed,  that  the 
ordinary  proportion  of  deaths  in  women  giving 
birth  to  twins,  is  one  in  twenty ;  whereas,  with 
single  children,  a  death  does  not  occur  in  nearly^i;^ 
times  that  number,  we  cannot  but  see  the  necessity 
for  the  most  scrupulous  attention  on  our  part.* 
It  is  no  matter  what  the  nature  of  the  attack  may 
be,  whether  haemorrhage,  convulsions,  fever,  &c.,  it 
will  be  found  much  more  dangerous  in  women 
giving  birth  to  a  plurality  of  children,  than  others. 

Two  hundred  and  forty  women  were  delivered 
of  twins  during  my  residence.  Of  the  480  children 
422  were  born  living.     245  of  the  480  were  males  ;f 


Second  were  then  found  in  the  vagina,  and  brought  down. 
There  was  not  the  slightest  haemorrhage.  The  first  was  bom 
alive,  the  second  putrid.  M.  C.  was  delivered  of  twins  May  6tb, 
1823.  The  placenta  of  the  first  child  was  expelled  before  the 
birth  of  the  second,  without  haemorrhage.  Both  chUdren  were 
bom  alive  at  the  full  period. 

«  Doctor  Bums  states,  the  chance  of  recovery  in  women 
giving  birth  to  twins,  is  supposed  to  be  four  times  less  than  ib 
those  who  have  single  children. 

\  Doctor  Bums  observes,  '<  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the 
number  of  male  twins  in  the  Westminster  Hospital,  was  only  16, 
whilst  that  of  females  was  30."  This,  we  have  shewn,  is  not  the 
case  on  an  extensive  scale,  as  the  number  of  malei  is  grealer^ 
though  not  so  much  so  as  in  single  births. 
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309  presented  naturally ;  73  vfiih  die  breech ;  60 
with  the  feet;  and  7  with  the  arm  or  shoulder. 
In  a  few  instances  the  nature  of  the  presentation 
was  not  noted.  Where  this  is  not  marked  in  the 
general  table,  see  observations  on  the  cases.  Fifty- 
four  of  the  480  children  were  premature.  Of  the 
27  premature  deliveries,  one  took  place  at  the  5£h 
month ;  three  at  the  6th ;  eleven,  at  the  7th ;  and 
twelve  at  the  8th  month.  The  following  are  die 
Nos.  of  the  premature  births  in  the  general  table : — * 
Nos.  4,  10,  17,  20,  34,  44,  55,  65,  73,  1%  102, 
114,  118,  131,  134,  152,  156,  159,  170,  172,  182, 
204,  213,  214,  226,  238,  240.  Fijiy-eight  of 
the  480  children  were  still-bom,  of  which  12  were 
putrid. 

I  shall  give  a  very  short  statement  of  such  cases, 
where  the  children  were  still-bom,  as  possessed 
any  peculiarity;  which  will  serve  to  shew,  that, 
in  very  few  instances,  was  death  caused  by  the 
delivery. 

No.  20. — The  first  child  lived  one  hour;  the 
second  was  still-born.  This  was  a  premature  birth 
at  the  6th  month. 

No.  55. — Born  prematurely  at  the  7th  month. 
Both  putrid. 

No.  65. — Both  still-born ;  this  was  a  premature 
birth  at  the  5th  month. 

No.  102. — Bom  prematurely  between  the  6th 
and  7th  month ;  the  first  alive,  the  second  putrid. 
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•  No.  131  • — Born  prematurely  between  the  5th 
and  6th  month ;  both  still-born,  the  second  putrid. 
The  placenta  of  the  first  came  away  before  the  birth 
of  the  second. 

No.  182. — Born  prematurely  at  the  8th  month; 
the  first  alive,  the  second  still-born.  There  was 
only  an  interval  of  five  minutes  between  the  births. 

No.  238. — Born  prematurely  at  the  7th  month ; 
the  first  presented  with  the  breech  and  was  still- 
born ;  the  second  with  the  feet,  bom  alive,  with  an 
interval  of  4^  hours. 

No.  240. — Bora  prematurely  at  the  7th  month ; 
the  first  presented  naturally ;  the  second  with  the 
breech,  with  an  interval  of  ten  minutes ;  the  first 
was  born  alive,  the  second  putrid.  Shortly  after 
the  expulsion  of  the  second  child  the  uterus  became 
distended ;  on  making  pressure,  some  large  clots 
were  expelled ;  the  pulse  becoming  very  weak,  the 
hand  was  introduced  to  promote  the  separation  oi 
the  placentae.  There  was  no  difficulty  with  that  of 
the  first  child,  but  the  afterbirth  of  the  second 
being  morbid  and  adherent,  afforded  much  trouble. 
Cordials  and  stimulants  were  necessary^  and  a 
draught  was  given  with  35  drops  of  tincture  of 
opium,  followed  by  sleep. 

No.  32. — Was  admitted  Dec.  23d.  Her  labour 
did  not  commence  till  the  morning  of  the  26th,  the 
pains  were  feeble,  and  she  was  not  delivered  till 
2  A.M.  on  the  28th,  the  breech  presenting ;  it  was 
then  discovered  that  there  was  another  child  pre- 
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sentmg  with  the  head.  She  had  little  or  no  uterine 
action  from  this  till  9  a.m.  We  then  determined  to 
try  the  effect  of  the  Secede  CarmUumj  and  at  10 
o'clock  a  scruple  of  the  powder  infused  in  an 
oimce  of  water  was  given.  In  a  few  minutes  the 
pains  began  to  increase,  and  continued  to  return  at 
intervals.  In  25  minutes  the  draught  was  repeated, 
when  the  pains  became  so  strong  as  to  cause  the 
head  to  press  on  the  perineeum.  The  child  was 
expelled  in  40  minutes  from  the  time  the  first  dose 
was  given,  still-born,  with  marks  of  putre£BU^tion  in 
several  places.  The  pulse,  when  the  first  dose 
was  administered,  was  72  and  full;  shortly  after 
the  second  dose  of  the  ergot,  it  fell  to  58,  at  which 
it  continued  until  she  was  delivered.  At  10  p.m. 
the  same  day,  it  had  not  risen  to  more  than  60,  and 
the  following  morning  at  9  a.m.  it  was  84. 

This  sedative  effect  of  the  ergot,  though  little 
remarked  by  the  different  writers  on  this  subject, 
I  have  been  particularly  struck  with  in  almost  every 
instance  where  I  have  exhibited  it. 

No.  50. — Both  children  putrid  ;  the  labour  lasted 
3  hours  with  an  interval  of  15  minutes. 

No.  99- — First  child  putrid,  second  living ;  labour 
lasted  3  hours. 

No.  104. — First  child  putrid,  second  living; 
labour  i  of  an  hour. 

No.  154. — First  child  alive,  second  putrid ;  with 
an  interval  of  10  minutes. 

In  Nos.  70,  73,  85,  125,  166,  189,  197,  215, 
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22I9  225,  the  children  were  still-born,  owing^  to 
the  prolapse  of  the  umbilical  cord.  In  the  three 
SQOceedinfir  instances  the  children  were  blighted. 

No.  11^ — The  first  born  was  of  ordinary  size, 
presented  naturally,  and  was  living.  The  second 
seemed  to  have  died  in  utero  about  the  4th  month, 
and  presented  with  the  breech ;  with  a  few  minutes' 
intervaL 

No.  21. — Was  admitted  after  the  expulsion  of  a 
blighted  fioBtuSi  seemingly  about  the  4th  month.  On 
the  secood  day  from  admission  she  was  delivered  of 
a  .living  child,  apparently  about  the  7th  mouthy 
which  died  in  24  hours. 

No.  128« — When  the  placenta  was  expelled,  a 
second  fcetus  came  away  with  it,  seemingly  about 
die  3d  month ;  it  had  a  blighted  appearance.  The 
first  did  welL 

The  causes  of  death  in  the  following  cases  were 
various. 

No.  36. — ^The  mother  was  seized  with  con- 
vulsions. Both  children  were  still-bom.  See 
observations  on  convulsions  No.  5. 

No.  233. — The  mother  was  seized  with  con- 
vulsions. Both  children  were  still-born.  See 
observations  on  convulsions  No.  4. 

No.  91.— The  first  child  presented  with  the  feet ; 
shordy  after  its  birth  the  membranes  of  the  second 
were  ruptured.    The  uterine  action  was 
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however,  after  some  time  die  liead  descended  into 
the  pelvis  with  the  face  to  the  pubes.  In  4  hours 
from  the  birth  of  the  first  child,  a  considerable 
quantity  of  blood  came  away  in  a  clotted  state. 
After  waiting  for  another  hour,  the  patient's 
strength  began  to  fail,  the  h»morrhage  continuing 
at  intervals.  Immediate  delivery  was  now  decided 
on,  and  as  the  ear  could  be  reached  by  the  finger, 
the  forceps  was  appUed;  but  on  using  as  much 
force  as  was  deemed  consistent  with  safety,  the 
child  could  not  in  the  slightest  degree  be  movecL 
The  head  was  then  lessened ;  still  owing  to  its  size^ 
and  position,  delivery  was  completed  with  difficulty* 
It  was  a  first  pregnancy,  and  the  labour  lasted  28 
hours. 

No.  174. — This  woman  was  48  hours  in  labour ; 
in  half  an  hour  after  the  birth  of  the  first,  the 
membranes  of  the  second  child  were  ruptured ;  soon 
after  which,  the  head  descended  into  the  pelvis, 
where  it  remained  for  eight  hours  without  making 
ftirther  progress,  although  the  pains  were  constant. 
The  case  did  not  admit  the  application  of  the 
forceps.  The  child  being  now  dead,  as  ascertained 
by  the  aid  of  the  stethoscope,  the  head  was 
lessened,   and  delivery  effected  by  the  crotchet. 

No.  183. — The  first  child  presented  with  the 
feet ;  there  was  great  difficulty  in  extricating  the 
head^  the  pelvis  being  under  size.      The  second 
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presented  naturally,  with  an  interval  of  three  hours/ 
Both  were  still-born. 

No.  82. — The  first  presented  with  the  face  to 
the  pubes ;  the  second  naturally,  with  an  interval 
of  half  an  hour;  both  still-born.  It  was  a  first 
pregnancy ;  labour  lasted  6  hours. 

No.  140. — The  first  child  presented  with  the 
breech ;  the  second  with  the  face  to  the  pubes. 
Uterine  action  for  14  hours  after  the  birth  of  the 
first  child  was  very  feeble ;  it  then  became  so 
strong  as  to  cause  the  head  to  press  on  the  perinaeum, 
when  it  again  subsided ;  and  the  head  was  brought 
down  with  a  blade  of  the  forceps.  The  second 
child  was  still-born,  as  indicated  by  the  stethoscope 
previous  to  delivery. 

No.  31. — The  labour  lasted  46  hours.  The  first 
child  presented  naturally  and  was  still-born.  The 
arm  of  the  second  presented  on  the  rupture  of  the 
membranes ;  it  was  turned  and  bom  aUve  with  an 
interval  of  20  minutes. 

No.  38.— The  labour  lasted  30  hours.  The  first 
ehild  was  born  alive,  the  second  still-born,  with  an 
interval  of  five  hours  ;  both  natural  presentations. 

No.  127. — The  labour  lasted  18  hours.  The  first 
child  presented  naturally,  and  was  still-born ;  the 
second  with  the  breech,  and  was  bom  alive. 

No.  184. — The  labour  lasted  8  hours;  both 
children  presented  naturally,  with  an  interval  of 
five  hours.      The  membranes  of  the  second  were 
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raptured  4i  hours  after  the  birth  of  the  first,  h  was. 
still-born.  In  three  hours  after  delivery,  she  had  a 
fit  of  convulsions,  when  she  was  put  on  the  use  of 
tartar  emetic  and  opium,  and  had  no  return. 

This  case  was  by  mistake  not  inserted  under  the 
head  of  convulsions. 

No.  187. — The  labour  lasted  27  hours;  both 
children  presented  naturally  with  an  interval  of  half 
an  hour  :  the  first  was  still-born.  In  this  case  the 
existence  of  twins  was  ascertained  several  hmers 
before  delivery  by  the  stethoscope.  One  of  the 
fiodtal  hearts  beat  150,  the  other  120,  the  mother's 
pulse  was  1 14. 

No.  29. — The  labour  lasted  24  hours ;  the  first 
child  presented  naturally,  and  was  bom  alive  :  the 
second  with  the  breech  and  was  still-born,  with  an 
interval  of  20  minutes. 

No.  117. — The  first  child  presented  with  the 
breech,  and  was  still-born  :  the  second  with  the  feet, 
and  was  born  living ;  the  labour  lasted  nine  hours. 

No.  171. — The  first  child  presented  naturally, 
and  was  born  alive;  the  second  with  the  breediy 
and  was  still-bom :  the  labour  lasted  nine 
hours. 

No.  196. — The  first  presented  naturally,  bom 
aUve :  the  second  with  the  breech,  still-born,  with 
ah  interval  of  10  minutes :  the  labour  lasted  12 
hours.  See  Observations  on  Hsemorrhages,  'No. 
100. 
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No.  162. — See  Observations  on  Hemorrhages, 
No;  86. 

No  151  • — This  woman  was  delivered  in  the  street. 

In  Nos.  28,  35,  49,  95,  and  198,  no  cause 
.could  be  discovered  to  account  for  the  children  being 
still-born :  the  labours  were  eaay,  and  in  every 
respect  natural. 

I  have  thus  given  as  concise  a  statement  of  the 
£fty<^ight  still-born  children  as  practicable :  which 
will,  I  trust,  not  be  considered  uninteresting :  and 
;from  which  I  think  it  may  clearly  be  inferred  that 
the  cause  of  such  children  being  still-born,  was  in 
the  great  majority  of  instances  owing  to  circum- 
stances over  which  the  medical  attendant  could  have 
had  no  controL 

,.  Of  ihe  Jijly-four  children  expelled  prematurely, 
eleven  were  still-born.  In  twelve  of  the  480  tiie 
flinis  prolapsed,  viz.  Nos.  70,  73>  85,  100,  125, 
166,  189,  197,  215,  218,  221,  225.  The  number 
of  these  still-born  may  be  seen  above.  Eight  of 
the  480  were  ttirnedj  of  which  the  following  is  a 
short  record. 

No.  1. — The  first  child  presented  with  the  breech, 
the  second  with  the  elbow,  the  child  was  turned. 
There  was  an  interval  of  one  hour. 

No.  8. — The  first  presented  with  the  feet,  the 
second  with  the  hand,  and  was  turned. 

No.  31.*— ^See  the  particulars  of  this  case  already 
given,  page  319. 

Y 
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No.  73. — It  was  this  woman's  14th  pregnancy. 
On  admission  the  foot  was  found  in  the  vagina,  with 
the  funis  prolapsed,  and  without  pulsation.  She 
was  at  once  delivered,  having  been  a  considerable 
time  in  labour  before  she  was  brought  to  Hospital. 
A  second  child  was  then  discovered,  the  membranes 
of  which  were  ruptured  and  the  feet  brought  down, 
as  there  was  no  uterine  action.  She  had  not  arrived 
at  more  than  the  7th  month.  The  child  died  in  1 1 
hours. 

No.  74. — See  Observations  on  Hasmorrhages, 
No.  32. 

No.  81. — See  Observations  on  Hsmorrhagesy 
No.  39. 

No.  126. — The  first  presented  naturally:  the 
Becond  with  the  arm,  with  an  interval  of  half  an 
hour,  and  was  turned. 

No.  168. — The  first  presented  naturally ;  the 
second  with  the  shoulder,  and  was  turned,  with  one 
hour's  interval. 

Two  of  the  480  children  were  delivered  with  the 
forceps,  and  two  with  the  crotchet. 

No.  58. — Both  presented  naturally ;  in  seven 
hours  after  the  birth  of  the  first  child,  the  second 
was  delivered  with  the  forceps,  uterine  action  having 
subsided. 

No.  140. — The  first  child  presented  with  the 
breech ;  the  second  with  the  face  to  the  pubes. 
Uterine  action  for   14  hours  after  the  birth  of  the 
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first  child  was  feeble,  it  then  became  strong,  causing 
the  head  to  descend  and  press  on  the  perinseum, 
when  it  again  subsided,  and  delivery  was  accom- 
plished with  the  forceps.  The  child  was  still-born, 
as  previously  indicated  by  the  stethoscope. 

For  the  particulars  of  the  two  crotchet  cases,  see 
Nos.  91  and  174,  page  317. 

Three  of  the  240  patients  delivered  of  twins, 
were  attacked  with  convulsions.  Sight  of  the  240 
were  delivered  in  the  street,  on  their  way  to  the 
Hospital,  of  either  one  or  both  children.  Two  of 
the  240  had  previously  given  birth  to  twins.  Many 
similar  instances  may  have  occurred  without  their 
having  been  noticed  in  our  observations,  as  little 
attention  was  paid  to  this  circumstance.  In  two 
cases  the  children  were  unusually  large.  In  five 
of  the  480  children,  either  the  face  presented  or 
was  turned  to  the  pubes. 

I  shall  notice  these  cases  in  the  order  here 
stated,  and  afterwards  give  a  brief  detail  of  such  as 
proved  fataL 

No.  36. — See  Observations  on  Convulsions^ 
No.  5. 

No.  184.— See  page  319. 

No.  233. — See  Observations  on  Convulsions, 
No.  30. 

No.  6. — Was  delivered  in  the  street. 

No.   21. — See    page   317.      Was    delivered   of 


324  PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS 

her  first  child  in  the  street ;  of  her  second  in  the 
Hospital  on  the  second  day  after  admission. 

No.  64. — Was  delivered  of  her  first  child  in  the 
street ;  of  her  second  on  the  Hospital  stairs ;  both 
natural  presentations,  with  an  interval  of  10  minutes. 

No.  68. — Was  delivered  in  the  street. 

No.  79. — It  was  this  woman's  sixth  pregnancy ; 
she  was  delivered  of  her  first  child  on  the  road^ 
about  a  mile  from  the  Hospital,  which  distance  she 
afterwards  walked,  and  was  there  delivered  of  her 
second  child ;  it  presented  with  the  feet.  They  were 
bom  prematurely,  between  the  7th  and  8th  month. 
The  first  lived  30  hours ;  the  second  died  shortly 
after  delivery.  The  placentae  were  removed  in 
consequence  of  slight  hourglass  contraction. 

No.  84. — Was  delivered  on  the  Hospital  stairs. 

No.  116. — The  first  child  was  delivered  in  the 
street ;  the  second  in  the  Hospital,  in  half  an  hour 
after. 

No.  151. — Was  delivered  in  the  street. 

These  eight  cases  are  interesting  examples  of 
the  hazards  to  which  females  are  occasionally  ex- 
posed with  impunity,  during  delivery. 

No.  60. — Both  natural  presentations,  males ;  had 
previously  given  birth  to  twin  boys. 

No.  106. — This  woman  had  given  birth  to  twina 
two  years  before. 

No.  45. — Both  natural  presentations ;  the  first. 
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a  girl,  weighed  seven  pounds  and  a  half\  the 
second,  a  boy,  weighed  eight  pounds.  There  were 
five  minutes'  interval. 

No.  235. — Both  natural  presentations ;  the  first,  a 
boy,  weighed  seven  pounds  and  a  half\  the  second^ 
a  girl,  eight  pounds  ;  with  20  minutes'  interval. 

These  were  the  largest  children  met  with ;  each 
being  fully  equal  in  size  to  most  children  in  single 
births. 

No.  82. — The  first  presented  with  the  face  to  the 
pubes,  and  was  still-born.     See  page  319* 

No.  9 1 . — Still-born ;  second  child  presented  with 
face  to  pubes.     See  page  317* 

No.  136. — The  first  child  presented  with  face  to 
pubes ;  the  second  naturally. 

No.  138. — The  second  child  presented  with  face 
to  pubes ;  the  first  naturally. 

No.  140.— See  page  319. 

I  have  thus  detailed  all  the  peculiarities  noticed 
in  240  twin  births ;  which  will  in  some  measure,  I 
trust,  serve  to  shew  the  general  result  in  such 
cases.  Such  other  circumstances  as  have  been 
deemed  worthy  of  record,  but  not  already  stated, 
will  be  found  in  the  Greneral  Ti^le. 

It  now  remains  to  report  the  consequences  to  the 
mothers.  Of  these  seven  died ;  in  five  of  -whofsA^  '^ 
was  their  first  pregnancy.  '   ,  .*« 

No.    36. — See    Observatioiiif  tSit^'  ^ 
No.  5. 
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No.  54. — Was  delivered  at  2  o^clock  a.m.,  (ber 
first  pregnancy,)  May  27th,  after  a  labour  of  40 
hours.  On  examination  the  aterus  was  found  to 
contain  a  second  child.  The  membranes  shortly 
ruptured  and  the  head  presented.  For  5i  hours 
afterwards  she  remained  without  any  uterine  action, 
during  which  time  two  stimulating  injections  were 
administered,  the  binder  occasionally  gently  tight- 
ened, pressure  made  on  the  abdomen  with  the 
hand,  and  a  mild  cordial  given.  At  the  expiration 
of  this  time,  the  child  having  made  no  progress,  it 
was  thought  advisable  to  try  the  effects  of  the  ergot 
of  rye ^  when  half  a  drachm,  infused  for  10  minutes 
in  two  ounces  of  boiling  water,  was  given ;  her 
pulse  was  now  98  and  full ;  tongue  white ;  no 
uterine  action  whatever;  about  a  pint  of  urine 
was  removed  with  the  catheter.  In  25  minutes 
uterine  action  commenced,  and  in  20  minutes  more 
ihe  child  was  expelled.  The  uterus  seemed  to 
act  with  great  force  ;  she  complained  much  of  the 
pain,  said  it  was  principally  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen,  and  unlike  the  pain  she  had  experienced 
with  the  first  child.  Her  pulse  was  now  102.  In 
two  hours  after,  the  placentae  being  retained,  the 
hand  was  introduced,  and  they  were  with  some 
diflSculty  removed,  owinff  to  the  hoursflass  con- 
traction. 

4  o'clock  P.M. — Pulse  142,  yet  she  does  not  com- 
plain of  any  distress,  either  local  or  general. 
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9  P.M. — Pulse  160;  abdomen  hard  and  distended; 
no  pain  on  pressure. 

Ordered  calomel  and  hippo,  of  each  4  grains 
every  3d  hour ;  frequent  stupes. 

28th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  180  indistinct;  had  a  tur- 
pentine enema  in  the  night,  which  caused  the  bowels 
to  act  several  times ;  abdomen  softer ;  no  pain  on 
pressure. 

.  To  have  a  warm  bath ;  powders  and  stupes  to  be 
continued. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  160  indistinct;  has  been  weak  and 
faintish  since  last  visit ;  breathing  laboured ;  tongue 
white  and  moist;  abdomen  still  much  distended; 
bowels  repeatedly  opened  ;  mind  incoherent. 

To  have  some  wine  whey  occasionally. 

She  expired  at  9  a.m.  on  the  29th.  On  ex- 
amining the  body  a  very  small  quantity  of  amber- 
coloured  fluid  was  found  in  the  abdominal  Cavity ; 
and  all  the  cellular  tissue  in  the  pelvis  was  infiltrated 
with  a  brownish  fluid.  There  was  no  other  morbid 
appearance. 

No.  56. — Was  delivered  of  twins  June  22d,  after 
a  labour  of  six  hours.  Both  presented  naturally 
and  were  bom  alive,  with  an  interval  of  half  an  hour. 

She  was  apparently  recovering,  though  slowly, 
until  the  14th  day^  when  she  was  suddenly  seized 
with  a  feeling  of  sinking  and  exhaustion,  and  died 
in  a  few  hours. 

On  examination,  the  morbid  appearances  of  peri- 
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carditis  were  discovered,  though  she  had  no  symptom; 
whatever  to  lead  us  to  suspect  its  existence^  and. 
was  perfectly  free  from  any  local  distress. 

No.  129. — ^Died  of  inflammation  of  the  uterus/ 
See  Observations  on  Haemorrhages,  No.  70. 

No.  162. — Died  of  disease  of  lungs  and  effects  of 
haemorrhage.  See  Observations  on  Haemorrhages^ 
No.  86. 

No.  25. — Was  admitted  September  5th,  in  a 
weak  and  delicate  state ;  had  suffered  much  distress 
of  mind  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  her  husbaod, 
a  short  time  before.  She  was  delivered  of  twins  on 
the  7th,  after  six  hours'  labour.  Both  presented  na- 
turally, and  there   was  no   difiBculty  experienced. 

She  died  on  the  third  day,  apparently  from  ex- 
treme debility. 

On  dissection,  nothing  could  be  found  to  account 
for  death.      There  were  some  ulcers  in  the  vs^na. 

No.  27. — Was  delivered  of  twins.  Both  pre- 
sented naturally,  with  an  interval  of  20  minutes* 
It  was  her  10th  pregnancy.  After  the  expulsioa. 
of  the  second  child,  profuse  haemorrhage  set  in, 
producing  so  much  debility,  that  for  more  than  two 
hours  her  pulse  could  only  be  felt  at  intervals ;  her 
countenance  was  ghastly,  and  she  had  all  the 
appearance  of  a  woman  dying  from  haemorrhage. 

On  the  first  occurrence  of  the  discharge  the  hand 
was  introduced  with  a  view  to  excite  uterine 
action,  and  the  expulsion  of  the  placentae ;  this  had 
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the  desired  effect,  bat  the  blood  was  poured  out  so 
suddenly  and  violently,  that  considerable  exhaus- 
tion ensued.  The  most  powerful  stimulants  were 
diligently  given  for  three  hours.  An  opiate  was 
then  administered  which  had  the  effect  of  pro- 
ducing some  refrieshing  sleep.  She  seemed  to  rally 
for  a  day  or  two,  and  complained  only  of  pain  in  her 
head ;  daily  shiverings  then  came  on,  at  first  slight, 
but  soon  increased  in  violence  and  frequency. 
These  continued  for  upwards  of  a  week,  in  one  of 
which  she  suddenly  expired,  being  the  12th  day 
from  delivery. 

No  post  mortem  examination  would  be  permitted. 

This  case  should  have  been  recorded  under  the 
head  of  HaBmorrhages,  but  was  overlooked ;  however, 
there  is  a  reference  to  it  from  that  subject. 

Such  are  the  particulars  of  the  seven  fatal  cases, 
out  of  240  twin  births ;  which  is  nearly  in  the 
proportion  of  I  in  every  34.  These  include  all  the 
deaths,  whether  the  fatal  termination  seemed  to  be 
connected  with  the  existence  of  twins  or  not.  In 
at  least  three  of  them,  viz.  Nos.  162,  25,  and.27> 
I  have  little  doubt  the  result  would  have  been 
equally  unfavourable,  had  the  patients  given  birth 
to  but  one  child. 

The  four  >  succeeding  tables  shew  the  interval 
between  the  birth  of  the  Ist  and  2d  child ;  the 
duration  of  the  labour;  the  ag-e  of  the  patient; 
and  if  Si^rst  or  subsequent  pregnancy. 
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Interval  between  ike  births;  thus  in  37 
was  5  minutes'  interval^  and  so  oiu  For  die 
interval  in  28  instances,  see  Observations  on  cases. 
In  a  few  it  was  not  noted. 


VI2KUTBS. 
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1 

I 

Length  of  time  in  labour — ^thus  6  were  ^  of  an 
hour,  and  so  on :  for  length  of  time  in  9  cases,  see 
Observations. 
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Age  of  patients — ^thus  1  woman   was    16,   and 
do  on. 
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16 
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1 
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First  or    subsequent  pregnancy — thus  72  were 
1st  pregnancies,  and  bo  on. 


No.  of  Pngataej, 
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i 

The  following  general  table  affords  the  means  of 
making  many  interesting  calculations.  In  the 
column  indicating  alive  or  dead,  the  letter  D  shews 
the  child  was  still-born;  Dp  putrid:  these  letters  are 
placed  according  as  it  was  the  first  or  second  child 
that  was  still-born ;  thus  in  No.  11,  it  was  the  2nd 
child;  in  No.  21  the  1st.  In  the  column  indicating 
the  interval  between  the  births,  M  denotes  it  was 
so  many  minutes,  H  hours. 
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ON  TRIPLETS. 


Four  cases  of  triplets  occurred  in  the  Hospital. 

A.  B.  aged  29.     Her   second  pregnancy;   was 

some  days   in   hospital,  having  occasionally  slight 

pains  which  produced  little  effect  on  the  os  uteri 

until  24  hours  previous  to  delivery.     The  abdomen 

was  exceedingly  large  and  hard,  and  on  examination 

¥dth  the  stethoscope,  two  fcetal  hearts  were  distinctly 

audible.     In   24   hours    after,    the    head    having 

descended  so  low  as  to  enable  us  to  reach  the  ear, 

and    the    pains    being    ineffectual,    delivery    was 

accomplished  with  the  forceps.      After  this  there 

was    some    haemorrhage,  which    was    checked   by 

rupturing  the  membranes  of  a  second  child.     On 

making  an  examination  a  short  time  after,  another 

collection  of  water  was  discovered   in  the  vagina, 

which  was  discharged.    In  five  hours  after  the  birth 

of  the  first  child,  the  head  of  the  second  having 

descended  so  low  as  to  render  the  forceps  admissible, 

they  were  applied  and  the  child  delivered,  but  not 

without  some  difficulty  and  caution,  owing  to  the 

bones  of  the  head  being  soft  and  yielding.     On 

pa^sing  the  finger  into  the  vagina,  the  hand  of  a 

third  child,  as  had  been  anticipated  from  the  size  of 

the  uterus,  was  found  presenting ;  it  was  instantly 
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turned,  and  the  placentae,  all  of  which  were  united, 
afterwards  removed. 

The  two  first  were  male ;  they  were  all  born  alive. 

C.  D.  aged  30.  Her  third  pregnancy;  was 
delivered  of  three  children ;  the  labour  lasted  1 1 
hours.  There  was  an  interval  of  one  hour  between 
the  birth  of  the  first  and  second  child,  and  about 
20  minutes  between  the  second  and  third.  The 
membranes  of  the  two  last  were  ruptured.  They 
were  all  born  alive.  The  two  first  born  were  boysi. 
She  was  delivered  March  1st.  The  children  died, 
the  1st  on  the  27th,  the  2nd  on  the  28th  of  March, 
and  the  third  on  the  2nd  of  April. 

E.  F.  aged  27-  Her  third  pregnancy ;  was 
delivered  of  three  children;  six  hours  in  labour. 
There  was  an  interval  of  one  hour  between  the 
birth  of  the  first  and  second,  and  a  i  of  an  hour 
between  the  second  and  third.  The  two  first 
presented  naturally,  and  the  third  with  the  breedi; 
The  1  st  was  a  male,  the  2nd  and  3rd  females  ;  they 
were  born  Nov.  23rd,  and  the  boy  and  one  of  the 
girls  died  on  the  30th. 

G.  H.  aged  33.  Second  pregnancy;  was  delivered 
of  three  children ;  four  hours  in  labour.  They  were 
male,  premature  at  the  7th  month.  The  Ist  and 
2nd  presented  naturally  with  an  interval  of  half  an 
hour,  the  third  with  the  breech,  with  an  interval  of 
15  minutes.  The  1st  lived  half  an  hour  ;  the  2nd 
two  hours,  and  the  3rd  five  hours. 
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ON  PROLAPSUS  OF  THE  UMBILICAL  CORD. 

There  are  few  casualties  in  the  progress  of  labour, 
productiye  of  greater  danger  to  the  child,  than  the 
descent  of  the  iunis  before  the  presenting  part- 
Unfortunately,  the  different  means  of  assistance 
with  which  we  are  at  present  acquainted,  have  been 
all  found  more  or  less  unsuccessful*  We  must  iiiot 
however  despair,  as  it  is  only  by  diligently 
experimenting  that  we  can  hope  to  discover  any 
successfiil  method  of  protecting  the  cord  from 
pressure  when  so  situated,  and  thus  shielding  the 
infant  in  innumerable  instances,  from  certain 
destruction.  Every  practitioner  is  aware,  that  where 
any  part  of  the  child  comes  to  press  on  the  funis  so 
ias  to  stop  its  circulation,  death  is  as  surely  the 
consequence,  as  if,  after  its  birth,  we  were  to 
prevent .  its  respiration.  At  present  not  more  thiBn 
one  in  Jour  J  which  is  nearly  the  ordinary  result  in 
our  hospital,  survive  delivery.  I  am  ftdly  aware, 
that  in  the  French  hospitals,  the  mortality  is  much 
less,  as  far  as  the  child  is  concerned ;  but  I  have  no 
doubt,  the  means  used  for  its  safety  not  unfrequently 
prove  fatal,  or  at  least  highly  injurious  to  the  mother. 
It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  Madame  Boivin 
did  not  see,  either  in  this  or  any  other  instance,  the 
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necessity  of  stating  the  mortality  amongst  the 
women.  As  far  as  this  is  concerned  she  leaves  us 
in  total  ignorance ;  and,  consequently,  without  the 
means  of  forming  a  correct  estimate  of  any  line  of 
practice  recommended. 

Baudelocque  states,  that  out  of  ly^SOS  women 
delivered  in  the  Lying-in  Hospital  at  Paris,  700 
died ;  which  is  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  one  in 
every  24.  This  is  a  very  excessive  mortality.  It 
4oes  not,  however,  differ  much  from  the  average 
mortality  of  that  institution  at  the  present  day,  as 
far  as  I  can  collect  from  the  published  reports.* 

In  some  years  the  mortality  in  that  establishment 
falls  little  shOTt  of  that  occurring  in  most  pestilential 
diseases.  As  an  example,  in  1829  the  mortality 
was  one  in  every  12  or  13  women  delivered ;  the 
number  of  deaths  being  265  in  3074  deliveries. 
Thus  in  one  year  a  greater  number  of  deaths,  by 
nearly  a  half  occurred,  than  were  met  with  during 
my  seven  years'  residence  in  the  Dublin  Lying-in 
Hospital,  where  16,414  women  were  delivered. 
Baudelocque  reports  700  deaths  in  17,308  deliveries ; 
whereas^  in  16,414  we  had  164. 

When  we  reflect  upon  the  value  of  the  mother's 
life,  and  that  every  injury  she  sustains  in  the  delivery 

*  Administration  des  Hospitaux,  Hospices  civils  et  secours 
de  la  ville  de  Paris* 

Conipte  Moral  et  Administratif  et  Reglement  definitif  du 
Buget  del  Recettes  et  depenses  d8l*eaiereise» 
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o£the  child  under  such  circumstances,  is  the  result 
of  actual  interference  on  our  part,  both  our  best 
feelings  and  judgment  forbid  us,  either  to  adopt  or 
recommend  a  practice  fraught  with  such  hazard 
to  the  patient.  We  have  often  suffered  mudi 
uneasiness  when  called  to  such  cases,  where  the 
funis  was  as  yet  pulsating  strongly,  to  think  of  the 
great  danger  to  which  the  child  is  necessarily 
exposed,  and  how  very  little  indeed  we  can  do  to 
save  it.  Many  methods  of  relief  have  been 
recommended,  such  as  turning,  delivering  with  the 
forceps ;  pushing  up  the  funis  through  the  os  uteri 
with  the  hand,  and  endeavouring  to  suspend  it  on 
some  limb  of  the  child ;  collecting  llie  prolapsed 
cord  in  a  bag,  and  then  pushing  ^t  up  beyond  the 
head,  pushing  up  the  funis  with  instruments  of 
various  kinds;  endeavouring  to  keep  it  secured 
above  the  head,  by  means  of  a  piece  of  sponge 
introduced;  these,  and  many  other  similar 
expedients,  have  been  resorted  to. 

Turning  the  child,  or  delivery  with  the  forceps, 
are  the  means  employed  in  almost  every  instance, 
ill  the  French  hospitals ;  and  likewise  recom- 
mended by  many  writers  on  midwifery.  As  to 
turning,  the  risk  to  the  mother  is  in  the  majority 
of  cases  so  great,  as  to  forbid  its  employment ;  nor 
do  I  think  the  practitioner  justified  by  the  circum- 
stances, in  so  greatly  hazarding  his  patient's  life* 
The  foreceps  I  consider  highly  desirable,  -  when  the 
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child  is  so  situated  that  the  head  can  be  readied 
with  safety  ;  but  as  the  funis  generally  descends  at 
the  commencement  of  labour,  it  is  very  seldom  that 
this  instrument  is  applicable  till  foetal  life  is  ex- 
tinct. We  should  not  fail,  however,  to  apply  them 
when  practicable,  should  any  delay  occur  in'^the 
delivery  likely  to  endanger  the  life  of  the  child ; 
or  if  we  find  the  pulsation  in  the  cord  becoming 
gradually  slower  and  more  feeble,  taking  care  not 
to  include  the  funis  between  the  blade  and  head. 

The  practice  we  have  found  of  most  benefit  in 
the  hospital,  was,  keeping  up  the  cord  with  great 
diligence  with  the  fingers,  assisted  often  by  a  piece 
of  sponge.  It  is  quite  impossible,  however,  in  the 
great  majority  of  cases,  to  succeed  in  this  way,  in 
protecting  the  funis  from  pressure ;  as  it  is  no 
sooner  returned  than  we  fiind  it  forced  down  in 
another  direction.  We  tried,  in  a  few  instances^ 
to  return  the  funis  completely  into  the  uterus  ;  by 
passing  a  piece  of  soft  twine  through  a  long  gum 
elastic  male  catheter,  so  as  to  retain  the  funis 
exactly  at  its  extremity ;  and,  when  thus  fixed,  a 
strong  copper  wire  was  introduced  into  the  catheter, 
in  order  to  render  it  sufficiently  firm  to  carry  up 
the  cord  ;  when  elevated  as  far  as  practicable,  by 
these  means,  the  wire  was  withdrawn^  and  the 
catheter  retained  in  its  position  during  the  subse- 
quent expulsion  of  the  child.  With  this  con- 
trivance there  was  not  a  sufficient  number  of  trials, 
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as  it  was  but  a  short  time  previous  to  my  retiring' 
from  the  Hospital  that  this  expedient  was  had 
recourse  to.  Doctor  Evory  Kennedy,  the  present 
master,  will,  I  am  sure,  lose  no  opportunity  of 
testing  its  utility. 

In  hospital  practice,  the  mortality  must  always 
be  proportionably  much  greater,  than  in  private,^^ 
owing  to  patients  being  frequently  admitted  with 
the  fiinis  already  prolapsed  and  pulseless ;  thus  of 
the  73  children  still-born  under  such  circumstanoesy 
during  my  residence,  there  were  22,  of  which, .  1 5 
had  the  cord  prolapsed  and  without  pulsation  on 
admission,  and  in  the  remaining  7>  this  compU^ 
cation  was  not  detected  for  some  time  after  its 
having  taken  place,  when  all  pulsation  had  ceased ; 
this  is  not  much  short  of  a  third  of  the  entire ; 
whereas  in  private  practice,  the  medical  attendant 
will  seldom  fail  to  detect  its  descent  in  the  early 
stage  of  labour,  and  by  diligence  may  certainly,  in 
some  instances,  succeed  in  preventing  compression. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  prolapsus  of  the 
umbilical  cord,  met  with  in  the  Hospital  during  my 
mastership,  was  ninety  seven  ;  of  these,  twenty  four 
children  were  born  aUve ;  none  of  the  mothers  sus- 
tidned  any  injury  in  the  delivery.* 

Twelve  of  the  97  occurred  in  twin  cases ;  and 

*  Sixty  six  cases  of  umbilical  cord  prolapsed  before  the  pxe- 
senting  part,  during  Doctor  Clarke's  mastership.  Seventeen  of 
the  children  were  bom  alive. 
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m  seven  (^  the  12,  it  was  the  cord  of  the  second 
child.  Nine  occurred  where  the  feet  presented,: 
(not  including  two  met  with  in  twin  children,) 
which  was  in  the  proportion  of  one  in  every  yimr- 
teen  of  such  presentations.  Two  only,  where  the 
breech  presented,  which  was  in  the  proportion  of 
one  in  every  121  of  such  presentations ;  this 
approaches  nearly  the  proportional  average  in  all 
deliveries,  which  is  one  in  171i;  ^ow/*  occurred 
where  tiie  shoulder  or  arm  presented ;  this  is  in  the 
proportion  of  one  m  nine  of  such  presentations^ 
Seven  occurred  where  the  hand  came  down  with 
the  head.  Seven  of  the  97  children  were  bom 
putrid  ;  three  of  the  97  were  premature  births,  viz. 
two^t  the  7th  and  one  at  the  8th  month. 

I  shall  now  give  a  brief  statement  of  such  cases 
as  exhibited  the  least  peculiarity,  and  first  respecting 
twin  children. 

No.  24. — The  funis  descended  in  the  birth  of  the 
second  child. 

No.  30. — The  funis  was  very  much  prolapsed  in 
the  birth  of  the  second  child :  the  feet  presented : 
there  was  an  interval  of  45  minutes. 

No.  41. — After  the  birth  of  the  first  child,  the 
uterus  remained  inert  for  two  hours:  when  the 
membranes  were  ruptured  uterine  action  returned^ 
and  the  head  in  a  short  time  came  to  press  on  the 
perinaeum,  where  it  remained  without  making  the 
slightest  progress:    the  funis  was  prolapsed  and 
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without  pulsation.  The  head  was  afterwards  lessened, 
and  the  child  brought  away  with  the  crotchet. 
There  was  a  considerable  quantity  of  coagulated 
blood  subsequently  expelled  from  the  uterus,  which 
much  weakened  the  patient.  This  woman  had  three 
children  at  a  birth  some  years  before. 

No.  65. — This  was  an  unusually  large  child,  and 
the  second  born,  with  three  hours  interval. 

No.  7 1 . — Both  children  presented  with  the  feet, 
with  fifteen  minutes'  interval :  the  funis  of  the  fitst 
was  prolapsed  for  two  hours  before  its  birth. 

No.  83. — The  hand  came  down  with  the  head  of 
the  second  child :  there  was  an  interval  of  four 
hours,  during  which  time  the  ftinis  was  prolapsed. 

No.  87. — See  Observations  on  Twins,  No.  218. 

No.  89. — Uterine  action  was  for  a  considerable 
time  very  feeble  :  it  was  not  until  about  three  hours 
previous  to  delivery  that  it  became  at  all  powerful. 
Both  children  presented  with  the  head :  with  the 
scQond  the  funis  was  prolapsed,  but  was  returned, 
and  the  feet  were  found  descending  with  the  thorax. 
The  sternum  was  very  much  depressed  by  the 
pressure  of  the  legs. 

No.  91. — The  first  child  presented  with  the 
breech :  the  second  with  the  head  and  hand,  with 
the  funis  prolapsed ;  with  an  interval  of  fifteen 
minutes. 

No.  94. — The  breech  presented :  it  w^as  the 
first  born. 
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For  two  cases  see  Observations  on  Twins,  Nos. 
70  and  73. 

Such  is  an  abstract  of  the  12  twin  cases  with 
prolapsed  funis :  of  which  3  were  born  alive. 

I  shall  now  notice  those  where  the  feet  presented. 

No.  6. — Was  a  premature  birth  at  the  7th  months 
a  large  portion  of  the  funis  on  the  discharge  of  the 
waters  protruded  externally :  the  os  uteri  was  at 
this  time  little  dilated,  and  the  feet  very  high  in. 
the  pelvis* 

No.  9. — The  funis  had  descended,  and  was 
without  pulsation,  previous  to  admission. 

No.  iG.-^-This  child  was  putrid. 

No.  17* — See  Observations  on  Presentations  of 
the  feet,  No.  36. 

No.  34. — See  Observations  on  Retention  of  the. 
Placenta,  No.  41. 

No.  35. — The  funis  descended  with  the  feet. 

No.  58. — The  funis  descended  with  the  feet. 

No.  61. — On  admission,  the  funis  was  in  the 
vagina,  and  without  pulsation. 

No.  80. — The  mouth  of  the  womb  was  well 
dilated  when  the  funis  descended,  and  delivery  was 
effected  without  diflBculty. 

Such  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  nine  cases  in  which 
the  funis  descended,  the  feet  presenting,  in  single 
births.  For  two  twin  births  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances I  refer  to  Nos.  30  and  71  ttbove.  Of 
the  eleven  children  Jive  were  born  alive.     For  the 
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particulars  of  the  two  breech  presentations^  where 
the  funis  was  prolapsed,  see  observations  on  thai 
subject,  Nos.  17  and  225,  For  fimr  cases  of 
shoulder  or  arm  presentation,  similarly  complicated, 
see  observations  on  that  subject,  Nos.  4,  7*  25, 
and  31. 

In  the  seven  cases  of  prolapsed  funis,  where  the 
hand  came  down  with  the  head,  one  only  was  born; 
alive.  Their  numbers  are  as  follows :  Nos.  5,  26» 
52,  70,  82,  83,  91.  In  No.  70,  the  head  waa 
lessened  some  time  after  pulsation  in  the  cord  had 
ceased ;  it  required  considerable  exertion  to  com«r 
plete  the  delivery;  the  face  was  turned  to  the 
pubes.  Nos.  83  and  91  were  twin  children,  see 
particulars  above.  There  was  no  peculiarity  in 
any  of  the  remaining  four,  nor  was  labour  severe 
or  tedious  in  any  of  the  seven. 

Doctor  Denman,  treating  of  descent  of  the  funis, 
says,  '^  When  the  child  is  dead,  all  the  efforts  of  art 
^Vmust  be  useless  to  it,  and  may  be  injurious  to  the 
"  mother ;  we  must,  therefore,  be  satisfied  wi& 
"  permitting  the  labour  to  proceed  as  if  the  fiinis 
"  had  not  descended."*  Professor  Burns,  and 
several  other  writers  express  opinions  very  similar. 
From  such,  I  most  respectfully  differ,  as  I  cannot 
see   any  advantage   whatever,    in   permitting   the^ 


*  See  Denman's  Midwifery,  page  450.      See  also    Burua' 
principles  of  Midwifery,  page  400. 
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patient  to  endure  the  pain  and  distress  of  labour  for 
hour  after  hour,  which  must  be  accompanied  with 
some  risk,  when,  by  lessening  the  head,  we  can, 
without  the  least  injury,  terminate  the  labour.  In 
the  following  instances,  the  utility  of  this  practice  is 
apparent : — 

No.  3. — In  this  case  the  pains  were  lingering 
and  inefficient,  and  pulsation  had  ceased  for  some 
time ;  the  head  was  lessened ;  she  had  been  36 
hours  in  labour. 

No.  25. — Was  brought  to  Hospital  from  the 
county  Meath,  reported  to  have  been  in  labour 
three  days ;  the  head  was  high  and  firmly  fixed  in 
the  pelvis,  the  cord  prolapsed  and  without  pulsation ; 
the  head  was  lessened  immediately,  and  delivery 
accomplished  with  the  crotchet. 

No.  28. — Was  brought  to  Hospital,  eleven  miles 
from  the  country,  reported  to  have  been  several 
days  in  labour ;  the  head  was  low  in  the  pelvis, 
which  was  defective  in  size ;  the  funis  prolapsed 
and  pulsating  feebly;  in  a  short  time  it  ceased 
altogether,  and  as  the  labour  was  making  no 
progress,  the  perforator  was  used,  and  delivery 
thus  effected.  This  was  her  second  child  ;  she  had 
been  several  days  in  labour  with  her  first,  which 
was  also  still-bom. 

No.  29. — In  this  case,  when  the  waters  were  dis- 
charged, a  large  quantity  of  the  funis  passed  into 
the  vagina,  which  soon  ceased  to  pulsate.     The  os 
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uteri  could  at  this  time  be  barely  reached,'  withoiit 
a  possibility  of  ascertaining  the  presenting  part. 
After  some  time  the  uterus  began  to  act,*  and  con- 
tinued to  do  so  with  such  violence  as  to  give  rise 
to  fears  of  rupture.  The  head  was  consequently 
lessened,  and  the  crotchet  had  recourse  to. 

No.  40. — Pulsation  having  ceased  for  a  consider- 
able time  the  patient  was  delivered  by  the  erotchefe^ 

No.  46. — The  funis  descended  before  the  oa 
uteri  was  dilated  more  than  the  size  of  a  shUlingv 
and  soon  cedsed  to  pulsate.  The  pains  continued 
quick  but  feeble,  and  at  the  end  of  36  hours  the  os 
uteri  was  not  dilated  to  more  than  the  size  of  a  half- 
crown  ;  the  head  was  now  lessened  and  left  some 
honors  to  collapse,  when  it  was  cautiously  brought 
away  by  the  crotchet. 

No.  57. — This  patient  was  admitted  reported  to 
have  been  24  hours  in  labour  ;  the  funis  prolapsed 
and  without  pulsation.  The  child  was  delivered  by 
the  crotchet ;  it  was  putrid. 

No.  60. — The  funis  being  prolapsed  and  witlumt 
|mlsation  on  admission,  she  was  shortly  after  des 
livered  by  the  crotchet. 

No.  68. — The  funis  descended  at  a  very  ekrly 
litage  of  the  labour,  and  the  pulsation  ceased,  in 
some  hours;  she  was  a  delicate  woman,  and  delivery 
was  effected  by  the  crotchet. 

No.  73.— The  funis  descended  very  early  in  the 
labour  {  in  eleven  hours  all  pulsation  ceased.     Sk^ 
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was  afterwards  delivered  by  the  crotchet ;  the  ex- 
ternal parts  were  very  rigid  and  unyielding. 

No.  75. — The  funis  having  been  for  several 
hours  without  pulsation,  the  child  was  delivered  by 
the  crotchet. 

No.  96. — The  funis  descended  some  hours  before 
delivery,  every  effort  to  keep  it  up  failed  ;  the  head 
had  entered  the  brim  of  the  pelvis ;  pulsation  ceased 
in  about  20  minutes ;  in  five  hours  after,  the  head 
had  descended  into  its  cavity,  where,  although  the 
uterine  action  was  strong,  it  remained  fixed;  she 
was  then  delivered  with  some  diflSculty  by  the 
crotchet.  She  had  been  delivered  of  her  first  child 
in  a  similar  manner. 

I  have  thus  given  an  outline  of  twelve  cases,  in 
which,  I  conceive,  the  patient  was  most  materially 
benefitted  by  assisting  the  delivery  ;  and  certainly 
without  inflicting  any  injury  on  the  child. 

The  succeeding  ca^es  will  serve  to  shew  the 
utility  of  different  methods  employed  to  protect 
the  funis  from  pressure.  The  same  means,  hoWf 
ever,  were,  in  many  other  instances  used  without 
success. 

No.  4. — The  prolapsed  funis  was  returned,  and 
kept  up  with  the  hand  in  the  vagina,  until  the  head 
got  into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum ;  the  labour  lasted 
five  hours. 

No.  84. — The  funis  descended  at  the  commencCr 
ment  of  labour,   but  was  returned  a^d  kept  above 

2a 
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the  head,  by  the  introduction  of  a  piece  of  sponge^ 
and  thus  protected  from  pressure. 

No.  88. — The  funis  descended  when  the  os  uteri 
was  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  crown  piece ;  it  was 
returned  and  kept  up  by  a  piece  of  sponge ;  the 
labour  was  only  of  two  hours'  duration. 

Jfo.  90. — Several  inches  of  the  fiinis  protruded 
through  the  external  parts ;  the  head  at  this  time 
was  about  entering  the  inferior  strait  of  the  pelvis ; 
two  fingers  were  passed  up  behind  the  pubes,  one 
<on  either  side  of  the  funis;  the  head  was  then 
pressed  towards  the  sacrum,  aad  the  cord  enclosed 
in  a  linen  bag  pushed  up  between  the  head  and 
pubes.  The  child  was  expelled  shortly  afterwards  : 
it  was  a  considerable  time  before  respiration  could 
be  established. 

No.  95. — There  was  much  difficulty  in  keeping 
the  funis  up  in  this  case,  having  descended  at  two 
several  points ;  a  large  sponge,  however,  had  the 
effect  Respiration  was  established  with  difficulty ; 
the  child  survived  only  24  hours. 

The  above  are  the  only  cases  in  which  the 
means  used  to  guard  the  cord  from  compression,  had 
the  desired  effect. 

No.  33. — The  parts  were  so  badly  dilated 
when  the  frinis  descended,  as  to  prevent  the  pos- 
sibility of  interference,  until  pressure  had  stopped 
the  circulation. 

No.  84. — When  the  head  became  sufficiently  loWj 
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the  forceps  was  used,  but  without  benefit,  as  pul- 
sation had  just  ceased.  The  child  could  not  be 
recovered. 

No.  97. — 'When  the  funis  descended  the  pul- 
sations were  138  in  the  minute,  corresponding  to 
the  foBtal  heart ;  the  mother's  pulse  was  78. 

In  the  following  cases,  the  children  were  either 
born  putrid,  or  the  cord  was  prolapsed  and  without 
pulsation  on  admission  ;  Nos.  7>  15,  20,  27>  32,  36, 
45,  66,  77,  92,  93. 

No.  31. — The  funis  prolapsed  as  soon  as  the 
OS  uteri  began  to  dilate,  and  pulsation  ceased  in  a 
very  few  minutes; 

No.  38.' — Pulsation  ceased  shortly  after  the  funis 
descended. 

In  such  cases  as  have  no  reference  from  the 
general  table,  nothing  particular  occurred. 

The  three  following  tables  show  the  length  of 
time  each  woman  was  in  labour;  her  age,  and 
whether  it  was  a  first  or  subsequent  pregnancy. 

Length  of  time  in  labour,  thus  1  was  i  an  hour, 
and  so  on  ;  for  the  duration  of  labour  in  five  cases, 
see  Observations. 
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Age  of  patients,  thus  1  was  18  years  of  age,  i 
so  on. 
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The  following  general  table  will  be  found  to 
furnish  materials  for  making  many  calculations  both 
interesting  and  useful.  AVhere  there  is  reference 
to  the  cases,  the  letter  V  is  placed  opposite  such 
No.  in  the  column  headed  Observations. 
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ON  SLOUGHING  OF  THE  URETHRA,  OR  NECK 

OF  THE  BLADDER, 

A.  B.  aged  37,  was  delivered  of  her  12th  child  (a 
male)  with  the  crotchet,  after  a  labour  of  eight 
hours.  In  this  case  the  labour  went  on  very 
favourably  for  5  hours,  and  the  head  got  well 
engaged  in  the  pelvis ;  when  suddenly  the  pains 
began  to  slacken,  and  in  some  time  after  symptoms 
of  slight  external  haemorrhage  appeared.  The 
pulse  became  very  weak  and  indistinct,  the  body 
and  extremities  cold,  and  there  was  altogether  such 
a  state  of  sinking  that  immediate  delivery  became 
necessary.  The  uterus,  by  its  action,  assisted  in 
expelling  the  head  and  body.  Large  clots  of  blood, 
equal  in  size  to  the  placenta,  followed  the  expulsion 
of  the  child.  The  placenta  came  away  without 
difficulty.  She  soon  came  round  and  had  a  rapid 
convalescence,  so  much  so,  that  she  was  with  diffi- 
culty restrained  from  being  the  first  in  the  ward  to 
rise  out  of  bed ;  all  the  time,  however,  her  pulse  was 
observed  to  be  very  quick,  and  skin  hot.  In  a  few 
days  she  began  to  complain  of  not  being  able  to 
retain  her  urine,  which  caused  an  examination  to  be 
made,  when  an  extensive  communication  was  found 
between  the  vagina  and  bladder  near  its  neck. 
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This  patient  had  been  delivered  in  the  hospital 
several  years  previously  of  a  breech  presentation, 
on  which  occasion  (the  head  midwife  assured  us)  it 
required  the  utmost  exertion  of  the  master  and 
assistant  to  get  the  head  away ;  and  that  on  another 
more  recent  occasion,  the  labour  was  so  difficult  as 
to.  make  it  necessary  to  use  the  perforator  and 
crotchet. 

la  the  present  instance  there  can  be  little  doubt 
the  injury  was  more  or  less  dependant  on  the  diffi- 
culty experienced  in  this  patient's  previous  labours; 
it  must  certainly  be  at  least  considered  to  have  pre- 
disposed much  to  its  occurrence. 

This  is  the  only  case  of  sloughing  of  the  urethra 
that  was  met  with  in  the  hospital  during  my 
residence. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  occurrenpe  more  calculated 
to  render  the  patient's  life  one  of  endless  sorrow^ 
or  at  the  same  time  more  likely  to  cause  the  prao^ 
titioner  such  lasting  regret.  When  it  unfortunately 
happens,  (as  in  some  instances  is  unavoidable,)^in 
consequence  of  the  protracted  length  to  which  we 
are  at  times  compelled  to  permit  the  labour  to 
proceed,  owing  to  great  difficulty  in  the  passage  of 
the  head,  the  child  being  alivey  here  the  medical 
attendant's  mind  cannot  on  his  own  account  feel 
distressed;  as  the  only  means  he  could  adopt  to 
guard  against  the  danger  would  be  to  lessen  the 
head,  which^  in  my  opinion,  no  consideration  should 
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induce  him  to  do^  under  such  circumstances.  When 
howeyer  it  is  the  consequence  of  a  hasty  and  inja^ 
dicious  use  of  instruments,  his  feelings  must  be 
deeply  harrowed,  it  being  an  event  of  such  a  nature 
as  never  to  escape  recollection.  I  am  fully  satisfied 
that  sloughing  of  the  urethra,  or  neck  of  the 
bladder,  the  result  of  pressure  from  the  natural 
efforts,  where  due  attention  is  paid  to  the  removal 
i>f  the  urine,  is  very  rarely  to  be  met  with,  provided 
delivery  be  effected  (where  the  pressure  is  severe) 
l>y  lessening  the  head  in  a  short  time  subsequent  to 
the  death  of  the  child  ;  indeed  our  hospital  practice 
proves  this  assertion  beyond  a  doubt.  Is  it  not  cul*- 
pable,  therefore,  to  defer  delivery  where  we  are 
|)erfectly  convinced  of  the  child's  state,  and  our 
patient  threatened  with  an  injury  so  deplorable  ? 
I  would  refer  to  page  18,  where  the  vital  necessity 
jof  using  the  stethoscope  in  difficult  labours  is  urged 
^th  as  much  earnestness  as  in  my  power,  in  con- 
laexion  with  which  several  cases  are  briefly  detailed 
strikingly  illustrative  of  what  has  been  here  stated. 
Different  modes  of  remedying  this  distressing 
accident  have  been  resorted  to,  yet  our  best  efforts 
have  been  for  the  most  part  unsuccessful.  In  my 
opinion  the  plan  adopted  by  Mr.  Earle  and  others, 
to  cause  the  edges  of  the  aperture  to  unite,  by  pro- 
ducing a  raw  surface,  and  with  the  assistance  of 
:8utures  retaining  them  in  contact  so  as  to  cause 
adhesicm,  is  that  which  is  most  likely  to  be  attended 
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with  success.  Where  the  opening  is  large,  how^ 
ever,  or  situated  close  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
there  is  little  hope.  Here  the  application  of  the 
actual  cautery,  as  recommended  by  Dupuytren, 
is  better  calculated  to  afford  relief;  for  although 
there  be  little  prospect  of  completely  closing  the 
aperture  by  its  use,  the  patient's  distress  may  be 
much  alleviated  by  thus  diminishing  its  size,  so  as 
to  enable  her  to  retain  her  urine  for  a  considerable 
time.  Some  interesting  cases  where  the  cautery  was 
used  may  be  seen  in  the  2nd  vol.  of  the  Dublin 
Medical  Journal,  by  Doctor  Every  Kennedy,  in 
one  of  which  I  attended  with  him.  Its  application 
is  extremely  simple  and  attended  with  inconsiderable 
pain  to  the  patient.  Many  cases  of  complete 
recovery  by  the  use  of  the  suture  might  be  noticed ; 
two  are  recorded  in  the  vol.  already  referred  to, 
page  306 ;  see  likewise  three  cases  by  Mr.  Earle, 
Medical  Gazette,  Nov.  1829;  also  one  by  Mr. 
Hobart,  of  Cork,  vol.  5,  London  Medical  and 
Physical  Journal,  1825.-  In  other  instances  a 
cure  has  been  effected  by  keeping  a  catheter  con- 
stantly in  the  bladder  so  as  to  prevent  the  urine 
escaping  by  the  fistulous  opening ;  and  in  some, 
pressure  on  the  opening  has  proved  successftil,  as 
applied  in  the  case  stated,  page  20. 

In  all  cases  where  we  have  the  least  reason  to 
apprehend  sloughing  of  these  parts,  the  most 
scrupulous  attention  should  be  paid,  from  the  period 
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of  delivery,  to  cleanliness  &c. ;  for  this  purpose 
tepid  injections  frequently  thrown  up  into  the 
vagina,  containing  seven  parts  of  Infusion  of 
Qiamomile  with  one  of  Camphorated  Spirit,  will 
be  found  most  useful.  Where  sloughing  is  de- 
cidedly threatened  injections  more  active  must  be 
had  recourse  to. 
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ON  PATIENTS  DYING  IN  THE  HOSPITAL. 

I  shall  in  this  article  give  an  abstract  of  all  the 
women  who  died  during  my  residence,  with  a 
tabular  view  as  to  the  cause  of  death  in  each, 
followed  by  some  not  uninteresting  cases,  which 
could  not  so  well  be  recorded  elsewhere. 

One  hundred  and  dxty-four  women  died ;  of  the 
children  these  had  given  birth  to,  one  hundred  and 
eleven  were  males,  and  Jt/it/seven  females ;  in  three 
the  sex  was  not  stated.  Seven  had  been  delivered 
of  twins.  Ninety-Jive  of  the  171  children  were 
born  alive.  Seventy-Jive  were  still-born,  of  which 
20  were  putrid  ;  in  one  it  was  not  noted.  Of  the 
seventy-five  still-born  children,  Jijly  were  males,  of 
which  16  were  putrid. 

The  following  tables  shew  the  number  of  children 
each  had  given  birth  to ;  also  the  age  of  the  patient ; 
and  duration  of  labour ;  the  length  of  time  each  lived 
subsequent  to  delivery ;   and  the  cause  of  death : — 

Number  of  pregnancy ;  thus  :  86  were  1st  preg- 
nancies, and  so  on.    See  cases  for  4.    With  respect 
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to  the  greater  proportion  of  deaths  met  with  in  fir^t 
pregnancies,  we  should  carefully  bear  in  mind  that 
of  the  16,414  women  delivered,  4,969  gave  birth  to 
first  children ;  which  is  nearly  a  third  of  the  entire  ; 
therefore,  any  relative  proportions  should  be  made 
with  reference  to  this  fact.  This  observation  is 
equally  applicable  to  the  several  calculations  in  each 
section. 


No.  of  Pregiumcy, 

1 

8C 

2 
20 

8 

11 

4 
11 

5 
9 

6 
7 

7 
2 

s 

6 

0 
2 

10 
3 

11 

Id 
1 

No.  of  Women, 

I 

Age  of  patient ;  thus :  1  was  16  years  of  age,  and 
so  on.     See  cases  for  4. 


Age  of  Pfttients, 

16 
1 

17 
3 

18 
3 

19 
3 

20 

7 

21 

4 

22 
10 

23 
10 

24 

7 

25 
7 

26 
9 

27 
9 

28 

n 

29 
5 

30 
30 

31 

1 

32 

4 

33 

4 

No.  of  Patients, 

Age  of  Pktients, 

34 
2 

35 
9 

36 
10 

37 
5 

38 
2 

40 
3 

4'i 

1 

No.  of  PatientB, 

Hours  in  labour ;  thus :  1  was  i  of  an  hour,  and 
so  on.      See  cases  for  26. 


Hoon  in  labour, 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 
8 

2 

11 

3 
15 

4 
13 

5 
4 

6 
12 

7 
2 

8 
5 

9 
4 

10 
3 

11 
1 

12 
6 

13 

1 

14 

1 

15 

1 

17 

1 

18 
3 

No.  of  Women, 

Hours  in  labour. 

19 
1 

20 
1 

22 
T 

24 
9 

26 
2 

30 
T 

35 
2 

36 
3 

40 
3 

44 

T 

48 
9 

55 
1 

56 
2 

59 

1 

60 
2 

64 
I 

68 
1 

72 
7 

No.  of  Women, 

• 

Length  of  time  ^each  woman  lived  subsequent  to 
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delivery ;  thus  :  1  liyed  i  an  hour,  and  so  on. 
cases  for  7* 


1 

ttOURS 

;    ALIVE. 

Length  of  time, 

i 

1 

1 

2 

2 
2 

3 
3 

4 
2 

6 

1 

10 
2 

11 
1 

U 
2 

17 

1 

ao 

1 

34 

I 

56 

1 

N4>.  of  Women, 

See 


DAYS   ALIVE. 


Length  of  time, 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
18 

6 
13 

7 

10 

6 
9 

9 
12 

10 
6 

M 
3 

12 

1 

13 
2 

14 
3 

15 
1 

17 

1 

18 

1 

19 

1 

20 
T 

No.  of  Women, 

2    7 

13  23 

1 

Length  of  time. 

21 
2 

22  25 

26 
2 

30 
1 

No.  of  Women, 

4 

1 

-1^ 

Table  shewing  the  cause  of  death,  viz. : — 


*  Diarrhcea            »        •  .        1 

*  Typhus  Fever  .  .  .  5 
Bupture  of  the  Utenu  or  Vagina  32 
Uterine  Hemorrhage    .  •       11 

*  Puerperal  Fever          .  •       59 

*  Inflammation  of  Brain  •        3 

*  Ulceration  of  Intestines  •        3 
Hectic  Fever      .         .  ,         1 

*  Grief  apparently          •  •        2 

*  Stricture  of  Intestine  •         1 
Effects  of  Tedious  and  Difficult 

Labour  •        •        •  .11 

Convulsions        .        •  .        2 


Sloughing  of  Vagina  •  p  6 
Hydrothoraz  ...  2 
Pericarditis  •  •  •  1 
Peritoneal  Inflammation  (Pla- 
centa retained)  .  ,  4 
Abscess  in  Spind  Canal  •  1 
Lumber  Abscess  •  •  1 
Phthisis  •  •  •  •  2 
Diffuse  Cellular  Inflammation  1 
Abscess  in  Abdomen  •  •  2 
Acute  Bronchitis  .  .  1 
Anomalous  Disease    '  •       •  12 


Such  is  an  outline  (as  nearly  as  can  be  given  in 
a  Tabular  form)  of  the  cause  of  death  in  the  164, 
The  cases  are  fully  detailed  elsewhere. 

Thus  of  the  16,414  women  delivered,  164  died; 
or  in  the  proportion  of  1  in  100.  If  from  this 
number  we  deduct  the  deaths  from  puerperal  fever, 
which  may  be  considered  occiefento^  the  proportion 
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becomes  greatly  diminished,  viz.  to  1  in  156  de* 
liveries ;  and  again,  if  we  subtract  those  deaths  from 
causes  not  the  resuMs  of  childbirth,  (which  are 
marked  thus  ♦  in  the  table,)  the  mortality  from 
effects  arising  in  consequence  of  parturition  is 
vastly  reduced,  viz.  to  1  in  244. 

In  stating  under  each  section  the  number  of 
deaths,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  same  case  will 
be  found  reported  ySrfa/  under  different  headings, 
thereby  increasing  apparently  the  mortality,  thou^ 
in  each  the  absolute  cause  of  death  is  clearly  given ; 
this  repetition  could  not  be  avoided,  on  account  of 
the  complications  met  with  in  the  several  cases ; 
thus,  for  example,  under  the  head  of  hemorrhage 
between  the  birth  of  the  child  and  expulsion  of  the 
placenta,  two  of  the  seven  fatal  cases  there  re- 
corded, viz.  Nos.  38  and  40,  died  of  puerperal 
fever,  and  will  be  found  again  included  in  the 
number  of  deaths  reported  from  that  disease,  this 
being  the  absolute  cause  of  the  fatal  termination  \  a 
similar  example  may  be  found  in  the  section  on 
Convulsions,  where  of  the  five  fatal  cases  reported, 
three  J  viz.  Nos.  8,  19,  and  25,  died  from  rupture  of 
the  uterus.     See  also  page  187. 

Could  ^e  great  hazard  of  entrusting  a  female 
in  child-bed  to  the  care  of  an  individual  ignorant 
of  his  profession,  or  as  is  sometimes  done  to  one  of 
her  own  seXj  be  more  clearly  demonstrated,  than  in 
the  catalogue  of  diseases  which  proved  fatal  to  our 
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patients  ?  Here  we  see  disease  as  varied  and 
obscure  as  under  any  circumstances  whatsoever,  re* 
quiring  on  the  part  of  the  practitioner,  the  utmost 
skill  and  experience.  Out  of  the  164  deaths,  there 
were  no  less  than  97  cases  arising  from  diseases 
perhaps  amongst  the  most  difficult  of  treatment ;  nor 
is  it  possible  for  a  medical  man  to  be  placed  in  a 
situation  demanding  more  decision  and  information, 
than  ia  the  management  of  the  67  remaining  cases, 
to  whidi,  in  the  table,  the  star  is  not  prefixed. 

I  know  of  no  department  in  the  profession,  where 
the  life  of  the  patient  is  more  immediately  de* 
pendant  on  the  measures  adopted  by  the  medical 
attendant,  than  that  of  midwifery  ;  and  I  am  happy 
in  adding^  tiiiat  I  believe  there  is  none  better 
provided  with  highly  qualified  and  competent 
practitioners; 

The  following  are  cases  not  of  common  oc* 
currence,  and  therefore  given  here : — 

No.  11. — Was  admitted  in  the  evening;  her 
labour  commenced  shortly  after,  but  the  pains  were 
triffing  until  the  following  morning  at  7  o'clock, 
when  the  uterus  acted  better,  and  the  head  came  to 
press  on  the  perinaeum.  At  half-past  nine  she 
became  insensible.  The  case  being  such  as  to 
admit  of  the  forceps,  she  was  at  once  delivered. 
Her  strength  rapidly  sunk,  and  she  died  in  three 
hours.    Her  body  was  much  emaciated,  and  covered 
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with  scrofulou3  sores ;  she  seemed  to  have  suffered 
much  from  poverty. 

No.  16. — Was  admitted  in  a  very  feeble  states 
immediately  after  delivery,  violent  purging  came 
on,  which  continued,  almost  without  intermission, 
till  death  took  place  on  the  5th  day  after.  She 
experienced  no  relief  from  treatment. 

On  dissection,  the  entire  alimentary  canal,  par* 
ticularly  the  large  intestines,  were  found  in  a  highly 
ulcerated  state,  being  in  some  parts  ahnost  pw^ 
forated.  The  liver  was  much  tuberculated,  and 
some  fluid  of  a  straw  colour  was  found  in  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen. 

No.  43. — In  this  case  the  bowels  could  not  be 
acted  on  during  die  progress  of  labour;  after 
delivery,  however,  violent  purging  set  in,  which  at 
length  became  involuntary.  She  did  not  complain 
on  pressure  being  applied  to  the  abdomen,  though 
it  was  suspected  she  was  trying  to  conceal  her 
distress.  Her  pulse  was  hurried,  and  her  tongue 
covered  with  florid  papillae.  The  abdomen  was 
tense,  and  the  purging  went  on  imcontroUed,  until 
death  took  place  on  the  10th  day.  She  did  not 
complain  of  pain  on  pressure,  till  the  day  before  her 
death,  and  for  two  days  previous  to  this  event  there 
was  a  black  foBtid  discharge,  in  considerable 
quantity,  from  the  uterus. 

On  dissection,  the  colon  throughout,  as  also  the 
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ooecum,  parts  of  the  ilium,  the  jejunum,  and  stomach, 
were  found  inflamed  and  loaded  with  vessels.  The 
uterine  veins,  particularly  towards  the  fundus,  con- 
tained a  considerable  quantity  of  pus. 

No.  63. — Was  delivered  June  4th,  after  2  hours* 
labour.  She  was  seized  with  partial  paralysis  of  the 
tongue  and  extremities ;  her  articulation  was  in- 
distinct, and  her  scalp  hot ;  she  had  slight  pain  in 
her    head    and    chest,    with     some     difficulty    of 

breathing. 

She  was  bled  freely  with  leeches  to  the  temples, 
the  back  of  her  head  and  neck  blistered,  and  her 
bowels  well  acted  on  by  purgatives ;  she  was  at  the 
same  time  kept  under  the  influence  of  tartar  emetic, 
without  vomiting ;  coma  set  in,  notwithstanding,  on 
the  10th,  and  she  died  next  day.  She  had 
amaurosis  of  both  eyes  for  two  years  previous. 

On  dissection,  a  small  quantity  of  fluid  was  foimd 
under  the  arachnoid  membrane,  and  a  considerable 
quantity  in  the  lateral  ventricles.  The  optic  nerves 
were  remarkably  diminished  in  size,  and  the  tractus 
opticus  seemed  wasted. 

No.  93.— Was  brought  to  Hospital  from 
Drogheda,  reported  to  have  been  two  days  in 
labour  before  leaving  home.  She  was  delivered, 
two  hours  after  admission,  without  assistance,  of  a 
living  child.  On  the  third  day  aft^er,  she  was  seized 
with  severe  pain  in  the  abdomen,  which  yielded 
completely  to  leeching,  warm  bathing,  stuping  and 

2b 
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calomel,  within  48  hours.     From  her  delivery  she 
never  properly  rallied,  and  died  on  the  22d  day. 

No.  115. — Was  delivered  of  her  1st  child,  Sep* 
tember  10th,  after  2  hours'  labour.  On  the  5th 
day  she  was  seized  with  acute  pain  in  the  lumbar 
region.  The  most  prompt  and  active  treatment,  by 
leeching,  warm  bathing,  stuping,  friction  with  tartar 
emetic  ointment,  and  blistering,  besides  the  internal 
use  of  tartar  emetic  and  small  doses  of  calomel  with 
opium  so  as  to  affect  the  mouth,  failed  in  affording 
relief,  and  she  died  on  the  14th  day  from  the  attack. 

On  dissection,  several  abscesses  were  found 
communicating  with  the  spinal  canal,  having  formed 
under  the  contiguous  muscles  of  the  back  from  the 
4th  dorsal  to  the  1st  lumbar  vertebra.  The  spinal 
sheath  and  marrow  were  quite  healthy,  as  was  also 
the  brain. 

No.  119. — Was  delivered  of  her  1st  child, 
November  5th,  at  11  a.m.,  after  a  labour  of  17 
hours,  without  any  unusually  severe  pain.  In  the 
evening,  she  had  the  ordinary  purging  powder  of 
the  Hospital,  containing  4  grains  of  calomel^  and 
8  of  jalap,  and  was  directed  to  take  8  drachms  of 
castor  oil  next  morning  early. 

November  6th,  9  a.m. — Tongue  dry ;  abdomen 
much  distended,  with  considerable  pain  on  pressure; 
bowels  not  opened  since  12  last  night,  having 
previously  acted  well ;  slept  little ;  took  the  oil  at 
7  this  morning. 
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Ordered  two  drachms  of  castor  oil,  with  as  much 
oil  of  turpentine  immediately ;  to  have  injections 
thrown  up  frequently,  until  the  bowels  yield; 
should  the  pain  be  not  relieved,  to  have  three  dozen 
leeches  applied  to  the  abdomen,  followed  by  a  warm 
bath. 

12  A.M. — Bowels  not  yet  acted  on;  injections 
returned  immediately  unchanged. 

Ordered  four  drachms  of  castor  oil  with  as  much 
oil  of  turpentine ;  injections  to  be  continued  and 
abdomen  well  stuped. 

2  P.M. — Medicine  has  produced  no  eflTect ;  abdo- 
men tense  and  painful. 

The  leeches  to  be  applied  without  delay  followed 
by  a  warm  bath,  in  which  she  is  to  be  permitted  to 
remain  as  long  as  agreeable;  draught  to  be  re- 
peated,   as  also  injections. 

7  P.M. — Bowels  continue  obstinate.  A  long  gum 
elastic  tube  has  been  passed  up  to  the  extent  of 
about  16  inches,  and  large  quantities  of  tepid  water 
thrown  up,  which  returned  immediately  unchanged. 

Eighteen  ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  from  the 
arm  and  then  to  be  put  into  a  warm  bath ;  injections 
occasionally ;  to  have  calomel  and  hippo  of  each  4 
grains,  every  3d  hour. 

11  P.M. — Took  one  powder;  vomited  several 
times,  has  also  had  some  hiccough;  bowels  have 
not  acted. 

Omit  powders  ;  to  have  3  grains  of  on)  ^  " 
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pill  every  2nd  hour ;  to  have  the  epigastric  region 
well  rubbed  with  a  liniment  consisting  of  four 
drachms  of  castor  oil  with  four  drops  of  croton  oil ; 
the  injections  to  be  continued,  and  the  abdomen 
well  stuped. 

Nov.  7th,  9  a.m. — Pulse  120;  tongue  moister ; 
bowels  have  been  three  times  well  acted  on  since 
3  A.M. ;  abdomen  still  much  distended,  but  not 
very  hard,  and  less  painful  on  pressure  ;  felt  much 
relief  from  the  bowels  yielding ;  slept  well ;  uterus 
large  and  hard ;  drinks  freely ;  took  5  pills ;  vomited 
but  once  since  bowels  began  to  act ;  stools  dark  and 
slimy. 

Pills  to  be  continued ;  a  warm  bath  for  an  hour  if 
agreeable. 

From  this  time  she  was  treated  with  small  doses 
of  calomel,  occasionally  combined  with  opium,  when 
the  bowels  acted  too  freely ;  she  had  frequent  warm 
baths  with  repeated  stuping ;  the  abdomen  became 
soft,  and  free  from  pain  even  on  pressure:  the 
evacuations  from  the  bowels  natural ;  the  pulse  fell 
to  114;  she  slept  well ;  took  her  food  with  relish, 
and  seemed  to  improve  a  little. 

On  the  19th,  on  making  pressure  over  the 
abdomen,  a  quantity  of  extremely  fcBtid  sanies 
escaped  from  the  vagina,  which  continued  to  be 
discharged,  more  or  less,  for  some  days,  having 
occasionally  a  kind  of  excrementitious  appearance 
and  odour ;  this  did  not  seem  to  affect  her  general 
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health,  for  the  report  on  the  2l8t  was,  that  she 
gradually  improved,  slept  well,  and  relished  her 
food ;  her  bowels  at  times  act  too  freely,  but  are 
easily  regulated  by  a  small  opiate.  On  the  evening 
of  the  26th  she  had  a  slight  discharge  of  blood  from 
the  vagina,  at  6  next  morning  she  became  suddenly 
faint,  and  expired  in  ^few  minutes. 

On  dissection,  a  most  extensive  lumbar  abscess 
was  discovered,  capable  of  containing  some  pints  of 
fluid  ;  it  had  been  almost  entirely  emptied  by  means 
of  an  opening  between  the  sac  and  the  vagina ; 
what  remained  in  it  was  extremely  foetid.  There 
was  also  lying  in  it  a  large  portion  of  disorganized 
membranous  substance.  The  communication  with 
the  vagina  was  as  large  as  a  crown  piece,  seated  at 
the  left  side,  at  its  junction  with"  the  cervix  uteri ; 
most  likely  the  result  of  laceration  occurring 
during  the  expulsion  of  the  child.  The  sac  had 
also  formed  a  communication  |with  the  ileum, 
the  i  consequence  of  adhesion  and  ulceration. 
The  intestines  were  filled  with  blood,  both  in  a 
fluid  and  clotted  form,  which  escaped  from  one  of 
the  mesenteric  vessels,  and  was  the  cause  of  her 
sudden  and  unexpected  death. 

No.  131. — Was  a  poor  woman  who  had  been 
seduced ;  when  about  to  leave  the  hospital,  she 
became  very  much  depressed  in  mind ;  she  had  no 
local  distress  or  apparent  disease,   yet  her  situation 
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SO  inuch  affected  her,  that  she  became  gradually 

more  feeble,  and  sunk  on  the  28th  day,  evidently 

from  the  effect  of  grief. 

On  dissection,   no  morbid  appearance  could  be 

detected,  with  the  exception  of  a  more  than  usual 

quantity  of  fluid  in  the  pericardium. 

No.  147. — Was  delivered  of  her  1st  child  after  a 

labour  of  16  hours    not   unusually  severe.      The 

child  made  a  feeble  effort  at  respiration  ;  its  head 
shewed  evident  marks  of  severe  pressure.  On  the 
3d  day  she  complained  much  of  soreness  of  the 
vagina,  which  continued  to  increase.  The  most 
scrupulous  attention  as  to  cleanliness  was  paid; 
stimulating  lotions  were  injected,  and  the  fer- 
menting poultice  applied  to  the  external  parts ;  at 
the  same  time  tonics  were  administered  internally. 
Extensive  sloughing  of  the  soft  parts  set  in,  and 
on  the  9th  day  she  complained  of  severe  pain  on 
pressure  in  both  iliac  regions  particularly  the  right, 
which  continued  to  increase,  and  she  died  on  the 
17th  day. 

On  dissection,  the  vagina  was  found  in  one 
entire  state  of  slough,  with  an  opening  communi- 
cating with  the  rectum,  and  another  with  an  abscess 
formed  in  and  around  the  right  ovary ;  there  was 
also  a  disposition  to  a  similar  formation  on  the 
opposite  side,  with  an  extensive  deposition  of  matter 
behind  the  ossa  pubis  on  both  sides.    The  intestines 
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seemed  healthy,  except  such  portions  as  were  in 
contact  with  the  uterus  and  its  appendages  in  the 
iliac  regions.  The  lungs  were  mndx  diseased. 
The  pelvis  measured  from  pubes  to  sacrum  3| 
inches ;  and  laterally  4  inches. 

No.  154. — Was  seized  28  hours  after  delivery 
with  very  severe  headache,  with  all  the  symptoms 
of  pyrexia.  Bleeding  was  employed  repeatedly,  viz. 
from  the  temporal  artery,  the  arm,  and  temples 
by  leeching ;  she  was  well  purged ;  her  head  was 
shaved  and  kept  bathed  with  cold  lotions,  and  a 
blister  was  applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck  and 
back  of  her  head.  The  treatment  did  not  seem  to 
make  any  impression  on  the  disease,  and  she  died 
comatose  after  55  hours'  illness. 

On  dissection  six  hours  after,  the  blood  vessels 
of  the  cranium  and  brain  were  found  unusually 
empty.  The  serous  covering  of  the  brain  exhibited, 
in  some  places,  an  opaque  and  thickened  appearance, 
(the  result  of  inflammation;)  the  ventricles  were  dis- 
tended, containing  a  light  coloured  serous  fluid  to 
the  amount  probably  of  four  table-spoonfuls. 

Such  is  a  short  statement  of  some  of  the  cases 
alluded  to  ;  several  others  might  be  added,  but  as 
they  do  not  exhibit  much  peguliarity  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  detail  them. 

The  following  general  table  contains  many  inte- 
resting particulars.    In  the  column  indicating  the  life 
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or  death  of  the  child,  the  figure  1  denotes  its  having 
been  bom  alive,  the  letter  D  still-born,  and  the 
tetters  D  p  putrid.  Id  the  column  headed  pre- 
sentation, the  letter  P  shews  it  to  have  been 
preternatural. 
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ON  PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

No  subject  has  given  rise  to  a  greater  diversity  of 
opinion,  or  has  stronger  claims  on  our  attention 
than  puerperal  fever.  It  is  a  disease,  which,  when 
met  with  in  Ly%ng4n  Hospitals^  is  singularly 
alarming,  proving  fatal  to  a  vast  majority  of  those 
attacked  under  every  mode  of  treatment  as  yet 
recommended. 

In  private  practice  among  the  higher  classes  in 
Dublin,  puerperal  fever  accompanied  by  the  low 
typhoid  symptoms  so  prevalent  in  hospitals,  is 
scarcely  known.  The  late  Doctor  Joseph  Clarke 
informed  me,  that  in  the  course  oi  forty-five  years* 
most  extensive  practice,  he  lost  but  four  patients 
from  this  disease.  Amongst  the  lower  classes  in 
Dublin,  it  occurs  occasionally  of  the  same  cha- 
racter as  is  observed  in  hospitals,  never  however, 
as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  judge,  to  any  extent. 
In  London  and  Edinburgh  puerperal  fever  not 
unfrequently  proves  fatal  to  many  females  in  the 
upper  ranks.*       It  has  been   known   likewise   to 

*  See  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  22,  page 
89.  See  also  Medico  Chirurgical  Journal,  vol.  10,  1828,  pages 
202  and  3.  See  Dr.  Gooch's  work  on  some  of  the  most  important 
diseases  of  Females,  page  75,  &c. 
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appear  with  great  violence,  at  precisely  the  same 
period  in  situations  very  remote ;  for  example,  in 
the  year  1819,  it  was  epidemic  in  Vienna,  Dublin, 
and  Glasgow;  in  the  two  first  named  cities  to  a 
frightful  extent.  In  1829,  in  Paris,  it  was  ex- 
tremely fatal,  while  at  the  same  time,  in  London 
and  Dublin^  it  was  prevalent  to  a  considerable 
degree. 

This  disease  has  also  become  epidemic  in  our 
hospital,  upon  several  occasions  when  typhus  fever 
prevailed  in  the  city,  and  at  other  periods  when 
erysipelas  was  frequently  met  with.  When  Doctor 
Labatt  was  masjber  of  the  hospital,  puerperal  fever 
commenced  its  attack  on  one  occasion  in  the 
following  striking  manner.  A  patient  was  admitted 
at  a  late  hour  at  night,  into  one  of  the  wards, 
labouring  under  a  bad  form  of  typhus  fever  with 
petechial  spots  over  her  body ;  when  observed  next 
morning,  she  was  removed  into  a  separate  apart- 
ment, where  she  died  shortly  after.  The  two 
females  who  occupied  the  beds  adjoining  her's,  while 
she  remained  in  the  large  ward,  were  attacked  with 
puerperal  fever  and  died.  In  October  1827,  when 
I  was  resident  as  master,  an  occurrence  precisely 
similar  took  place.  A  patient  in  typhus  fever  was 
admitted  at  night  into  one  of  the  labour  wards, 
where  she  remained  for  some  hours ;  the  ward  con- 
tained four  beds.  The  three  women  occupying  the 
other  beds  were  attacked  with  puerperal  fever,  of 
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whom  two  died.  We  had,  however,  eight  mondis 
previous  to  this,  a  patient  admitted  under  similar 
oircumstances  in  typhus  fever,  of  which  she  died  on 
the  2d  day  after  admission ;  none  of  the  other 
patients  were  then  attacked.  When  typhus  fever 
was  very  prevalent,  we  have  been  frequently  com- 
pelled to  admit  such  patients  when  in  labour,  and  in 
the  majority  the  recovery  was  favourable-  The 
child,  in  many  such  cases,  seemed  to  be  expelled 
without  any  effort  on  the  part  of  the  patient,  and  so 
quickly,  that  the  attendant  had  little  notice  of  the 
occurrence.  The  recovery  of  the  patient,  as  in 
the  instances  alluded  to,  attacked  with  typhus  feTer 
at  the  fuU  period  of  pregnancy^  is  an  interesting 
fact,  as  I  believe,  no  complication  proves  more 
generally  fatal  than  the  premature  expulsion  of  the 
child  under  such  circumstances. 

Puerperal  Fever  first  became  epidemic  in  the 
Lying-in  Hospital  of  Dublin  in  the  year  1767? 
about  ten  years  after  the  institution  was  established, 
since  which  time  it  has  been  epidemic  in  the 
following  years,  viz.  1774,  1787,  1788,  1803^  10, 
11,  12,  13,  18,  19,  20,  23,  26,  28,  and  1829.  The 
mortality  in  some  of  these  attacks,  was  not  great, 
and  in  others  the  contrary. 

In  the  year  preceding  my  appointment  as  master, 
which  took  place  November  1826,  puerperal  fever 
prevailed  in  the  Hospital  to  an  alarming  extent. 
In  the  succeeding  year,   1827,  the  mortality  from 
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tiiis  dkease  was  slight.  Typhus  fever  was,  during 
these  periods,  very  prevalent  in  Dublin,  many  cases 
of  which  appeared  in  Hospital.  In  1 828,  the  attack 
of  puerperal  fever  was  much  more  severe,  proving 
fatal  to  21  women.  It  continued  to  increase  in 
violence  considerably,  in  the  months  of  January, 
February,  and  the  early  part  of  March,  1 829,  after 
which  it  disappeared,  and  for  the  four  remaining 
years  of  my  masterslup  we  did  not  lose  a  single 
patient  from  this  disease. 

This  fever  makes  its  attack,  for  the  most  part,  on 
the  1  st,  2d,  or  3d  day  after  delivery ;  sometimes 
before,  immediately,  or  in  a  few  hours ;  at  other 
times,  not  till  the  7th  or  8th  day.  Of  eighty-eight 
cases  that  occurred  during  my  residence,  one  had 
the  disease  well  marked  before  delivery ;  one  was 
attacked  in  6  hours ;  one  in  9 ;  one  in  10  ;  three  in 
12  ;  one  in  13 ;  one  in  15 ;  two  in  17;  one  in  18 ; 
one  in  20;  one  in  21  ;  and  two  in  30  hours  from 
delivery.  Thirty-two  were  attacked  on  the  Jir^ 
day ;  twenty-nine  on  the  2d ;  eight  on  the  3d  ;  two 
on  the  4th  ;  and  o/^^  on  the  8th  day. 

The  ordinary  symptoms  of  puejrperal  fever  are, 
a  cold  shivering  fit ;  acute  pain  in  some  part  of  the 
abdominal  cavity,  with  great  tenderness  on  pressure ; 
rapid  pulse,  varying  from  120  to  140.  In  many 
instances  the  abdominal  distress  sets  in  without 
any  previous  shivering  fit ;  thus  of  the  88  cases, 
only  33.  commenced  in  that  manner.     In  the  very 
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early  stage,  the  tenderness  is  often  most  acute  over 
the  uterine  region,  but  it  generally  difiuses  itself 
rapidly  over  the  entire  of  this  cavity. 

In  hospital,  the  female,  (perhaps  from  fear,)  will 
at  times  insist  that  she  is  quite  easy  and  free  from 
pain,  though  the  presence  of  the  disease  is  most 
clearly  pronounced,  even  by  the  external  symptoms. 
The  appearance  of  the  countenance,  of  itself,  par- 
ticularly where  there  is  much  watchfulness,  leaves 
to  the  experienced  eye  but  little  doubt.  As  the 
disease  advances,  the  abdomen  becomes  distended, 
in  some  to  a  great  amount,  in  others  it  is  incon- 
siderable. 

This  disease  seems  to  run  its  course  with  great 
rapidity  in  most  instances.  In  fifty-six  deaths  in 
the  Hospital,  it  proved  fatal  at  the  following  periods 
after  the  date  of  the  seizure,  viz. : —  Two  in  24 
hours  ;  one  in  27  ;  one  in  36  ;  nine  on  the  2d  day ; 
fifteen  on  the  3d ;  thirteen  on  the  4th ;  four  on  the 
5th ;  five  on  the  6th ;  three  on  the  7th ;  two  on  the 
8th ;  and  one  on  the  11  th  day. 

From  this  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  the  2d, 
3d,  and  4th  days  are  the  periods  at  which  death 
takes  place  in  most  instances. 

Forty  four  of  the  88  cases  of  puerperal  fever 
occurred  in  women  who  had  given  birth  to  first 
children  ;  sixteen  with  2d  children  ;  nine  with  3d  ; 
six  with  4th ;  seven  with  5th ;  two  with  7th ;  and 
four  with  8th  children.      Thirty  of  the  44  women 
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delivered  of  1st  children  died.*     Fifty-four  of  the 
88  gave  birth  to  male  children. 

It  is  stated  by  several  writers  on  this  subject, 
that  females  who  have  suffered  from  tedious  and 
fatiguing  labours  are  particularly  liable  to  puerperal 
fever.  This  does  not  accord  with  my  experience, 
as  may  be  seen  by  the  following  table  ;  thus :  two 
women  were  i  of  an  hour  in  labour  ;  one  \  an  hour, 
and  so  on. 


Hours  in  labour, 

2 

\ 

I 
LO 

2 
13 

3 

16 

4 
5 

5 
3 

6 
11 

8 
2 

9 
1 

10 
3 

11 

1 

12 
3 

13 

1 

16 

1 

18 
2 

20 
1 

24 

4 

No.  of  Women, 

1 

Hours  in  labour, 

30 

48 
1 

61 
1 

No.  of  Women, 

2 

Thus  of  88  cases,  seventy-one  were  delivered 
within  12  hours ;  eighty  within  24  hours ;  one  was 
an  arm  presentation ;  the  length  of  the  labour  in 
three  instances  was  not  noted. 

Women  whose  constitutions  are  much  impaired 
previous  to  labour,  are  by  many  considered  to  be 
the  most  frequent  subjects  of  this  attack.  The  great 
proportion  of  women  delivered  of  first  children, 
whose  general  health  has  usually  not  suffered  much, 
seems  a  strong  fact  in  opposition  to  this  opinion. 


*  Of  one  hundred  and  fiurteen  women  who  died  in  this 
Hospital  in  the  epidemic   of  1819  and   20,  iixty-eiglU  were 
^^pregnancies. 
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Doctor  Joseph  Clarke  states  it  was  generally 
observed  that,  previous  to  puerperal  fever  becoming 
epidemic  in  the  Hospital,  the  patients  recovered 
more  slowly  ;  or,  to  use  the  language  of  the  nurseift, 
it  was  much  more  difficult  to  get  them  out  of  b^d 
than  usual.*  This,  from  experience,  I  have  no 
doubt  is  the  case ;  and  when  observed,  shcmkl 
arouse  the  medical  attendant  to  adopt,  witiiout 
delay,  every  means  he  considers  in  the  least  degree 
calculated  to  prevent  its  occurrence. 

The  vital  hnportance  of  prevention  to  those 
physicians  who  have  charge  of  Hospitals,  is  best 
impressed  by  the  notoriously  fatal  result  of  this 
disease  when  prevalent. 

On  this  subject  I  shall  state  i^ome  interesting  oc- 
currences connected  with  our  Hospital. 

When  Doctor  Clarke  was  Master,  observing  the 
patients  recover  slowly,  he  thought  it  might  be 
owing  to  the  wards  having  remained  for  a  consider- 
able time  without  painting,  whitewashing,  &c.  He 
accordingly  made  application  to  the  Governors  of 
the  Charity,  and  estimates  were  ordered  for  the 
execution  of  the  work.  Doctor  Clarke  states,  while 
they  were  thus  waiting  in  expectation  of  repairs, 
puerperal  fever  began  to  make  its  appearance  in  a 
very  treacherous  manner,  and  shortly  after  became 


*  See  his  account  of  the  puerperal  fever  in  this  Hospital,  in 
the  15th  Vol.  Edinburgh  Medical  Commentaries-^yaar  1790. 


ON    PUEBPEBAL    FEVEB.  387 

epidemic.  As  soon  as  the  Hospital  was  completely 
cleansed,  from  having  been  most  disagreeably 
harassed  by  disease,  it  became  remarkably  healthy. 
In  a  subsequent  epidemic,  Doctor  Clarke  adds,  he 
was  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  the  same  ex- 
pensive and  troublesome  process  of  painting,  &c., 
and  with  the  same  salutary  effects.  Every  symptom 
of  fever  subsided  as  the  patients  were  received  into 
dean  wards.  In  the  epidemic  of  1819  and  20,  the 
most  scrupulous  and  unwearied  attention  was  paid 
to  cleanliness,  ventilation,  &c.  by  Doctor  Labatt, 
who  was  then  Master ;  every  effort,  however,  was 
insufficient  to  check  the  disease  for  a  considerable 
time.  In  one  instance  a  ward,  in  which  there  had 
not  been  any  patients  for  several  months,  and  which 
had  been  in  the  meantime  kept  strictly  clean  and 
well  aired,  was  opened,  and  five  patients  admitted, 
three  of  whom  were  seized  with  the  fever,  and  two 
died. 

In  Feb.  1829)  at  which  time  I  was  Master,  puer- 
peral fever,  which  for  several  months  previous  had 
prevailed  in  the  Hospital,  now  increased  much  in 
intensity.  On  consulting  with  the  -  Medical  Com* 
mittee,  it  was  deemed  advisable  at  once  to  re- 
commend that  no  patients,  exc^t  such  as  were 
absolutely  destitute,  should  be  admitted ;  but  that 
attendance  should  be  afforded  to  all  such  as  wished 
for  assistance  at  their  own  homes,  and  that. they 
should  be  supplied  with  gruel,  whey,  an 
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from  the  Charity,  until  the  entire  wards  of  the 
Hospital  should  have  been  thoroughly  purified. 
We  then  had  all  the  wards  in  rotation  filled  with 
chlorine  gas  in  a  very  condensed  form,  for  the 
space  of  48  hours,  during  which  time  the  windows, 
doors,  and  fire-places  were  closed,  so  as  to  prevent 
its  escape  as  much  as  possible.  The  floors  and  all 
the  wood-work  were  then  covered  with  the  chloride 
of  lime,  mixed  with  water  to  the  consistence  of 
cream,  which  was  left  on  for  48  hours  more.  The 
wood-work  was  then  painted,  and  the  walls  and 
ceilings  washed  with  fresh  lime.  The  blankets, 
&c.,  were  in  most  instances  scoucqd,  and  all  stoved 
in  a  temperature  of  between  120  and  130  ^ 

From  the  time  this  was  completed,  until  the  ter- 
mination of  my  Mastership  in  Nov.  1833,  we 
did  not  lose  one  patient  by  this  disease.  As 
the  wards  of  the  Hospital  are  occupied  by  the 
patients  in  rotation,  as  soon  as  each  in  succession 
was  vacated  I  continued  the  use  of  the  chloride  of 
lime,  confining  its  application  to  the  floors.  In  this 
way  each  ward  was  washed  every  ten  or  twelve 
days,  the  solution  being  left  on  for  24  hours,  during 
which  time  the  blankets,  quilts,  linen,  &c.,  were 
suspended,  so  as  to  be  exposed  completely  to  the 
chlorine  gas,  which  is  copiously  disengaged  from 
the  preparation  mentioned.  The  chloride  of  lime 
was  then  carefully  washed  ofl^,  and  the  boards  when 
dry,  polished  with  a  brush.     It  may  appear  strange 
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that  a  process,  such  as  stated,  should  be  considered 
advisable  in  an  establishment  which  is  at  all  times 
kept  in  the  most  perfect  state  of  neatness  and 
cleanliness^  in  every  respect ;  so  much  so,  that  few 
private  houses  would  bear  comparison ;  yet  the  re- 
sult consequent  on  such  a  practice  will  fully  justify 
our  having  had  recourse  to  it.  To  the  ventilation 
of  the  Hospital,  I  always  paid  the  most  strict  atten- 
tion, so  that  no  heated  or  vitiated  air  might  be 
suffered  to  accumulate.  In  addition  to  the  air 
tubes.  &c.,  as  described  when  treating  of  Trismus 
Nascentium,  I  had  from  one  inch  and  a  half  to  two 
inches  of  the  uppfer  sash  of  the  window  most  remote 
from  the  patient's  bed,  kept  open  day  and  night 
throughout  the  entire  year,  except  during  extreme 
cold  at  night  in  winter,  thereby  ensuring  a  free 
circulation  of  pure  air. 

All  the  beds  in  the  Hospital  are  composed  of 
straw,  nor  is  any  one  used  more  than  a  second  time 
without  the  cover  having  been  washed  and  the 
straw  renewed.  In  every  instance  where  the 
patient  dies,  this  is  at  once  done,  and  should  the 
most  remote  symptom  of /ever  have  been  present, 
every  article  connected  with  the  bedding  is  in- 
stantly scoured  and  stoved ;  the  wood-work  and 
floor  washed  with  the  chloride  of  lime  solution,  and 
the  entire  ward  whitewashed.  This  is  readily 
effected,  as  the  sick  are  invariably  placed  in  a  small 
ward,  apart  from  the  healthy.     To  this  precaution 
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too  much  atteiition  cannot  be  paid ;  I  am  satisfied 
the  instcmt  separation  is  of  vast  importance  to  both. 

I  have  thus  minutely  described  the  measures 
adopted  to  banish  or  guard  against  this  disease 
during  my  residence,  the  consequences  of  which 
were  extremely  satisfactory.  Of  10,785  patients 
delivered  in  the  Hospital  subsequent  to  this 
period,  only  58  died,  which  is  nearly  in  the  pro- 
portion of  one  in  every  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
nx  ;  the  lowest  mortality  perhaps  on  record,  in  an 
equal  number  of  a  timila/r  class  of  females. 
'  The  facts  here  detailed  are  strongly  calculated, 
not  only  to  lead  us  to  siispect,  but  even  to  prove, 
that  this  fever  derived  its  origin  ft'om  some  local 
cause,  and  not  from  any  thing  noxious  in  the 
atmosphere.  To  this  I  should  assent,  had  we  not 
proof,  equally  weU  authenticated,  of  its  prevalence 
and  fatality  in  the  houses  of  the  affluent^  as  already 
stated. 

I  shall  now,  as  briefly  as  possible,  make  some 
general  observations  on  the  treatment  of  puerperal 
fever,  and  describe  that  adopted  in  those  cases 
met  with  in  the  Hoi^pital.  These  observations  I 
shall  follow  up  by  an  extensive  record  of  cases, 
which  will  be  foun<i  much  more  explanatory  than 
any  history  I  could  give. 

The  extreme  diflerence  of  opinion,  and  the  very 
opposite  measures  recommended  by  practitioners, 
arises  chiefly,  I  am  satisfied,  from  their  treatin'g  of 
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every  variety  of  puerperal  fever  as  one  and  the 
same  disease,  whereas  ther^  is  perhaps  not  any 
other,  which  exhibits  a  greater  diversity  of  cha- 
racter in  different  situations,  and  even  in  the  same 
situation,  at  different  periods.  In  some,  the  fever 
is  accompanied  by  synq)toms  indicative  of  the  most 
active  inflammation,  such  as  to  forbid  the  least 
delay  in  the  free  use  of  venesection,  and  the 
decided  emplojonent  of  antiphlogistic  measures. 
This  form  of  disease,  which  is  hy  far  the  most 
manageabley  is  ge|]|erally  met  with  in  private 
jHraiC^Ge.  Puerp^rid  fever,  when  epidemic  in 
hospital,  is  directly  the  reverse ;  at  least  in  four 
epidemics  which  I  have  witnessed,  the  symptoms 
were  usually  of  the  lowest  typhoid  description,  the 
pulse  being  so  feeble,  and  indistinafc,  as  to  make  you 
dread  in  many,  even  the  application  of  leedies  ;  the 
patients  in  several  instances  of  ihis  form  of  the 
disease,  exhibiting  somewhat  the  appearance  of 
those  labouring  under  cholera.- 

Of  the  88  cases  that  occurred  in  the  Hospital, 
thirty 'two  recovered,  ^/?^:p«>  died,  hi  fifteen  only 
of  the  88,  did  we  deem  it  advisable  to  bleed 
generally  ;  seven  of  the  fifteen  recovered.  This  is 
a  very  favourable  result.  By  referring  to  the  cases, 
it  may  be  seen  leeches  were  freely  used  conjointly, 
and  often  with  more  decided  benefit.  In  this  form 
of  the  attack,  the  practitioner  is  encouraged  in  his 
efforts  by  the  strength  of  his  patient,  where^^  in 
the   opposite,    she    is    little    more    tfaa 
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When  I  was  Assistant  Physician  in  1823,  puerperal 
fever  raged  to  an  alarming  extent.  The  masteir  of 
the  Hospital,  at  the  commencement  of  the  attack, 
was  a  strong  advocate  for  the  firee  removd  of  blood 
generally;  with  his  approbation,  it  was  resorted 
to  with  great  frequency,  and  in  the  promptest 
manner.  The  effect  on  the  patient  and  the  mor- 
tality was  such,  as  to  satisfy  me  fully  of  the 
inexpediency  of  adopting  this  fine  of  treatment. 

As  the  cases  given  so  ftdly  detail  the  treatment 
employed,  I  shall  merely  liaention  the  general 
outUne  of  what  appeared  to  me  lAie  most  successful. 
I  cannot  here  omit  urging  the  gr^at  importance  df 
the  medical  attendant  seeing  his  patient  instantly 
on  her  being  attacked,  whenever  this  is  practicable ; 
it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence.  In  the  Hospital  we 
made  it  an  invariable  rule,  at  all  times  to  visit  every 
patient  twice  daily ;  but  when  puerperal  fevcfr 
prevailed,  we  visited  every  sia;  hours.  In  truth  it 
may  be  said,  we  nearly  lived  in  the  wards ;  and,  in 
my  opinion,  to  discharge  the  duty  effectually  in  such 
an  establishment  this  must  be  done,  as  you  have 
scarcely  concluded  your  directions  in  one  ward, 
when  your  presence  is  anxiously  required  in  another.* 


*  In  our  Hospital,  the  Master  and  his  Assistants  are  always 
resident;  than  which,  a  more  salutary  regulation  could  not 
exist ;  as  their  immediate  presence  always  insures  to  the  patients 
the  utmost  attention,  and  affords  them  the  full  advantage  of  the 
Charity. 
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When  the  attack  seemed  threatening,  in  most 
instances  a  draught  containing  half  an  ounce  of 
Qf^tor  oil  and  as  much  oil  of  turpentine  was  given. 
ThiS)  where  the  bowels  have  been  attended  to 
during  labour  and  subsequent  to  delivery,  seldom 
fai^  to  act  speedily  and  freely,  often  with  relief.  I 
do  not  know  any  medicine  more  desirable,  particularly 
where  there  is  much  air  secreted  in  the  intestines ; 
under  such  circumstances,  it  may  be  repeated 
occasionally  with  much  benefit.  In  some  cases 
where  the  bowels  had  been  tardy  previous  to  the 
i^ttack,  we  gave  twice  the  quantity  mentioned.* 
Where  the  state  of  the  patient  was  such  as  to 
encourage  a  general  bleeding,  we  used  the  lancet ; 
I  am  satisfied,  however,  that  in  hospital^  the  imme* 
diate  application  of  three  or  four  dozen  leeches, 
followed  by  the  warm  bath  in  which  the  patient 
should  remain  as  long  as  her  strength  will  bear  it, 
will  be  found  in  the  great  majority  the  most 
judicious  means  of  removing  blood.  If  the 
patient  be  much  exhausted  by  the  leeching,  flannels 
wrung  as  dry  as  possible  out  of  boiling  water  should 

*  In  the  Hospital,  during  my  residence!  the  strictest  attention 
was  paid  to  the  state  of  the  bowels  before  and  during  labour ; 
every  patient,  in  about  six  hours  afler  delivery,  was  given  a 
powder  containing  4  grains  of  calomel  with  8  of  jalap,  which 
was  followed  in  6  or  8  hours,  by  the  infusion  of  senna  with 
epsom  salts  and  tincture  of  jalap.  Where  the  female  was  delicate, 
we  were  guided  by  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 
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be  used  over  the  whole  abdominal  surface,  as  hot 
as  can  be  endured,  changing  them  every  4  or 
5  minutes  for  at  least  one  hour.  When  the  stuping 
is  concluded,  the  abdomen  should  be  covered  widi 
•  k,^  flannel  weU  heated.  This  wiU  not  fatigue 
her  so  much  as  the  bath,  and  when  she  has  re- 
covered  from  the  effects  of  the  leeching,  the  ba& 
may  be  had  recourse  to.  The  leeches  and  bath 
must  be  repeated  at  the  expiration  of  4,  5^  6  hours 
or  longer,  according  to  circumstances,  where  the 
tenderness  on  pressure  continues  urgent,  and  iike 
strength  will  justify  it.  We- have  in  numerous 
instances  applied  leeches  in  this  way,  to  the  extent 
of  10,  12, 14,  and  in  some  16  dozen ;  using  the  warm 
bath  repeatedly,  with  the  almost  constant  application 
of  stupes  in  the  intervals.  The  bath  should  be  given 
at  the  bed-side  to  do  it  with  advantage,  and  great 
oare  taken  to  have  her  well  dried  after  it,  and  the 
bed  warmed  previous  to  her  being  replaced  in 
it.  The  frequent  use  of  the  bath  when  thtts 
managed,  and  the  constant  appUcation  of  flannels 
as  above  mentioned,  are  of  great  utility.  In  the 
mean  time,  after  the  bowels  had  been  acted  on  by 
the  oil  draught,  we  used  every  effort  to  bring  the 
patient,  as  speedily  as  possible,  under  the  influence 
of  mercury.  To  accomplish  this,  in  the  low  species 
of  puerperal  fever,  is  extremely  diffioult  in  almost 
every  instance,  and    in  many  impracticable j   the 
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system  s^pearing  to  resist  its  effects  in  every  form 
and  quantity.*  In  general  I  ordered  yjmr  grains  of 
calomel  with  as  much  ipecacuan  powder  to  be  given 
every  2nd,  3d,  or  4th  hour.  This  combination  I 
found,  after  the  most  extensive  trial,  to  excite  less 
uneasiness,  and  act  with  better  effect  and  speed, 
than  any  other  with  which  I  am  acquainted.  Where 
the  stomach  would  not  bear  the  ipecacuan,  pills  con- 
taining each  five  grains  of  calomel  and  a  quarter  of 
a'  grain  of  opium,  were  substituted.  This  was  not 
often  necessary,  for  although  the  first  powder  of 
calomel  and  ipecacuan  not  unfrequently  sickened, 
yet  after  the  second  or  third  dose,  the.  stomach 
generally  became  composed.  In  other  instances  a 
grain  of  opium  succeeded.  The  ipecacuan, .  where 
it  does  not  sicken,  seems  to  have  the  best  effect,  pre- 
venting the  calomel  exciting  irritation  in  the  bowels, 
and  {producing  moisture  over  the  surface.  The 
quantity  of  calomel  and  ipecacuan  taken  in  this  way, 
in  many  instances,  was  very  great,  to  the  amount 
of  3,  4,  5  hundred  grains,  or  upwards.  With 
some,  in  order  to  hasten  its  effects  on  the  system, 
friction  with  strong  mercurial  ointment  was  dili- 
gently employed,   and  blistered   surfaces   dressed 

*In  order  to  try  the  effect  of  keeping  the  patient's  body 
enveloped  in  mercurial  vapour^  I  had  an  apparatus  constructed 
for  the  purpose,  so  as  to  be  applied  while  in  the  recumbent 
posture.  Before  it  was  completed,  the  disease  had  disappeared, 
and  I  had  no  opportunity  of  making  the  experiment  since. 
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with  the  same.  From  the  frictioii  we  found  benefit, 
but  from  the  latter  no  good  effect  was  observed. 
In  several  instances  a  scruple  of  calomel  was  given 
every  2nd  or  3d  hour  and  carried  to  a  great  extent. 
One  patient  took  more  than  an  ounce.  I  could  not 
observe  any  better  effect  from  the  large  doses  than 
the  small :  the  system  was  not  more  speedily  influ- 
enced ;  and  when  they  did  so  act,  it  was  often  with 
violence,  so  as  to  endanger  the  destruction  of  the 
soft  parts  about  the  palate.*  Opium  in  combi- 
nation with  calomel  I  used  very  freely,  also 
separately  to  the  extent  of  8,  IQ,  12  and  24  grains, 
in  divided  doses.  With  the  calomel  it  is  of  much 
benefit,  but  otherwise  it  appeared  to  me  of  little 
utility.  I  did  not,  however,  give  it  singly  an 
extensive  trial. 

The  result  of  my  observations  upon  the  treatment 
of  puerperal  fever  is,  that  general  bleeding  except 
where  there  is  a  strong  full  pulse  and  the  symptoms 
are  of  a  highly  inflammatory  character,  is  injurious. 
On  the  contrary,  local  depletion,  by  the  application 
of  3  or  4  dozen  leeches,  followed  by  the  warm  batii 
and  stuping,  all  of  which  should  be  repeated  accord* 
ing  to  circumstances  as  often  as  the  strength  will 

*  It  is  supposed  by  some  practitioners,  that  when  we  can  get 
the  system  under  the  influence  of  mercury,  recovery  is  ceriain. 
This  b  not  the  fact,  as  I  have  seen  several  cases  where  deaiih 
took  place  under  these  circumstances.  It  is  notwithstanding  a 
very  favourable  occurrence. 
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f^rinit,  seemed  most  beneficial.  These  means, 
together  with  the  active  employment  of  calomel 
conjoined  witfi  hippo  or  opium,  aided  by  mercurial 
Motions,  oflTer  the  best  prospect  of  relief.  Blister- 
ing the  entire  abdomen,  after  leeching  had  been 
pushed  as  far  as  could  be,  was  found  serviceable. 
In  some  instances  the  debility  from  the  very  com- 
mencement was  so  excessive  as  to  induce  us  to 
apply  the  blister  at  once,  using  calomel  and  stimu- 
lants at  the  same  time. 

Before  proceeding  to  detail  the  cases,  I  shall  give 
a  short  outline  of  4;he  morbid  appearances  observed 
in  thirty -seven  ^'ttf  the  56  women  who  died  of  this 
disease.  The  abdomen  being  ostensibly  the  seat 
of  the  disease,  the  morbid  appearances  were  prin- 
cipally found  here  ;  however  in  seven  we  observed 
fluid  effiised  into  the  thoracic  cavities,  similar  in 
appearance  to  that  met  with  in  the  abdomen.^ 
Effusion  of  fluid,  although  differing  in  character  and 
quantity,  was  invariably  found  to  have  taken  place. 
In  twelve  it  seemed  to  be  serum  of  a  straw  colour ; 
in  eighteen  it  was  sero^purulent,  something  of  the 
consistence  of  thick  cream ;  and  in  seven  it  appeared 

*  We  were  frequently  able,  in  the  progress  of  the  disease,  to 
predict  the  oocarrence  of  fluid  in  the  thorax,  from  acute  pain 
setting  in  in  that  region,  and  difficulty  of  breathing.  It  k 
singular  that  ^moM  inyariably  when  the  pain  and  distress  cis- 
tends  to  the  chest,  the  patient  ceases  in  a  great  measure  to  com- 
plain  of  the  abdomen. 
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bloody  serum,  with  quite  a  glutinous  feel  when 
rubbed  between  ihe  finger  and  thumb.  All  the 
cases  but  onSj  in  which  this  latter  description .  o£ 
fluid  was  found,  occurred  in  Jan.  and  Feb.  18299 
and  rapidly  proved  fatal.  In  these  there  was  no 
lymph  whatever  formed ;  whereas  in  the  other 
varieties  it  was  usually  found  deposited  in  large 
quantities,  particularly  m  the  vicinity  of  the  uterus, 
but  often  over  the  entire  surface  of  the  intestines 
and  abdominal  serous  membrane.  In  some,  where 
thie  effiised  fluid  was  scanty,  -  the  intestines  were 
completely  glued  together  by  lymph.  In  almost 
every  body  examined  the  peritoneum  exhibited 
great  increase  of  vascularity,  nor  could  we  discover 
in  any  instance,  that  the  inflammation  seemed  to 
penetrate  deeper  than  this  membrane.  The  uterus 
in  the  great  majority  was  quite  n^ral  in  appeal^ 
ance ;  in  some  it  was  soft  and  flabby,  and  in  a  few 
unhealthy  matter  was  found  in  its  sinuses. 

The  ovaries,  in  numerous  instances  had  suffered 
mudi  in  structure  from  the  effects  of  inflammation  ; 
being  generally  much  enlarged,  and  m  softenied  in 
most  as  to  be  broken  in  pieces  by  the  least  pres- 
sure.* 


*  I  coincide  in  opinion  with  those  who  consider  that  the 
change  of  structure  obserred  in  the  ovaries  of  women  who  die 
of  puerperal  fever,  accounts  sa^s&ctorily  for  the  sterility  not 
unfrequently  observed  in  young  females  who  recover  from  thik 
disease. 
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Such  are  the  most  striking  features  observed  iti 
the  bodies  examined ;  where  any  peculiarity  waa 
noticed,  it  will  be  found  in  the  detail  of  the  dis- 
section appended  to  the  particular  case. 


CASES  OF  RECOVERY  FROM  PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

The   following  is  a  statement  of  nine  cases: — 

No.  I. — J.  D.,  aged  25,  was  delivered  of  her 
second  child,  (a  boy),  on  the  1 1th,  at  7i  p.m.,  after 
a  severe  labour,  pf  10  hours.  She  was  attacked  at 
5  A.M.  on  the  12th  with  shivering,  accompanied  by 
acute  pain  in  the  abdomen,  when  she  was  ordered 
to  be  well  stuped,  and  to  have  four  drachms  of 
castor  oil,  with  the  same  quantity  of  oil  of  turpentine. 

9  A.M. — ^Medicine  has  operated  freely ;  pain  of 
abdomen  continues,  particularly  distressing  in  the 
uterine  region. 

Four  dozen  leeches  to  be  applied  where  the  pain 
is  most  acute,  and  afterwards  to  be  placed  in  a 
warm  bath ;  to  have  4  grains  of  calomel  with  as 
much  hippo  every  third  hour. 

9  P.M. — The  pain  continuing  distressing,  3 
dozen  leeches  were  again  applied  at  8  o'clock, 
followed  by  a  warm  bath.  Pulse  120 ;  tongue 
moist  and  clean ;  uterus  continues  hard  and  en- 
larged, but  much  less  sensible  to  pressure  than  in 
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the  morning  ;  complains  much  of  pain  in  her  loins, 
and  crampish  sensations  in  her  legs. 

Powders  to  be  given  every  2d  hour. 

13th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  114  ;  tongue  tolerably  moist 
and  clean ;  abdomen  soft,  she  still  however  com- 
plains much  on  pressure  being  made  over  the 
uterus,  which  remains  hard  and  enlarged ;  bowels 
repeatedly  opened  ^  has  taken  9  powders  since  the 
commencement ;  drank  4  quarts  of  whey  ;  expresses 
herself  relieved. 

Powders  to  be  continued ;  duree  dozen  leeches 
over  the  uterine  region  ;  to  be  repeatedly  stuped. 

7  p.m. — Pulse  130;  tongue  moi^t,  rather  loaded 
in  the  centre ;  abdomen  soft,  but  very  tender  on 
pressure ;  uterus  somewhat  softer  ;  took  4  powders 
since  morning  and  had  a  warm  bath  at  8  o'clock, 
from  which  she  experienced  some  relief;  drinks 
freely. 

Powders  and  stupes  to  be  continued. 

14th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  126  ;  abdomen  full  but  soft, 
and  little  sensible  to  pressure  except  over  the 
uterine  region  ;  took  6  powders ;  bowels  frequently 
opened ;  mouth  affected  by  mercury ;  drank  two 
quarts ;  slept  about  one  hour ;  still  complains  of 
crampish  sensations  about  her  hips  at  intervals. 

Powders  to  be  continued  every  3d  hour ;  warm 
bath. 

10  P.M. — Pulse  120 ;  tongue  cannot  be  pro- 
truded ;  abdomen  soft  and  free  from  pain,  except 
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when  pressed  immediately  over  the  uterus ;  took  3 
powders;  bowels  but  slightly  affected,  has  con- 
siderable tenesmus,  stools  occasionally  tinged 
with  blood. 

Powders  to  be  continued  and  the  abdomen 
frequently  stuped. 

15th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  108 ;  complains  much  of  the 
soreness  of  her  mouth ;  abdomen  soft  but  pu%  ; 
uterus  somewhat  softer  and  less  distended,  still  very 
tender  under  pressure ;  took  3  powders ;  bowels 
frequently  opened ;  slept  little  ;  drank  2  quarts  ; 
gums  much  affected. 

Omit  powders. 

10  P.M. — Pulse  108  ;  mouth  extremely  sore  ; 
abdomen  soft  ;  little  or  no  pain  on  pressure ;  bowels 
frequently  affected;  stools  watery,  scanty,  mixed 
with  blood,  and  passed  with  pain  ;  drank  2  quarts ; 
complains  of  weakness  and  want  of  sleep. 

To  have  every  2nd  hour  a  pill  containing  equal 
parts  of  blue  pill  and  dovers*  powder. 

I6th,  10  A.M. — Pulse  114;  tongue  cannot  be 
protruded ;  abdomen  rather  puffy  but  free  from  pain 
on  pressure ;  bowels  6  times  affected ;  discharges 
free  from  blood,  and  passed  with  less  pain ;  took  6 
pills  ;  drank  2  quarts ;  no  sleep  ;  mouth  very  sore  ; 
but  little  salivation. 

Omit  pills. 

This  woman  continued  to  recover  favourably,  and 
was  dismissed  well  on  the  23d. 

2d 
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No.  II. — ^A.  C.  aged  27,  was  delivered  of  hw  3d 
child  (a  girl)  after  12  hours'  labour,  on  the  morning 
of  the  29th  Dec. ;  she  was  suddenly  attacked  at  10 
P.M.  on  the  30th  with  violent  pain  in  the  abdomen ; 
her  pulse  became  hurried;  her  bowels  had  been 
well  opened  during  the  day. 

Three  dozen  leeches  to  the  abdomen  ;  to  be  re- 
peatedly stuped  and  to  have  4  grains  of  calomel 
with  as  much  hippo  every  3d  hour. 

31sty  9  A.M. — Pulse  120 ;  tongue  moist  and 
tolerably  clean ;  abdomen  soft,  and  though  less 
acutely  painful,  yet  pressure  causes  much  distress ; 
breathing  hurried ;  slept  none ;  bowels  3  times 
opened  ;  took  3  powders^ 

Three  dozen  leeches  to  the  abdomen ;  aft;erwards 
a  warm  bath,  to  be  followed  by  repeated  stuping ; 
powders  to  be  given  every  2nd  hour. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  120  intermitting  ;  tongue  clean  ; 
abdomen  more  free  from  pain,  but  fuU,  and  equally 
sensible  to  pressure  ;  felt  the  bath  agreeable  ;  toc^ 
5  powders  ;  bowels  3  times  opened  ;  drank  1  quart. 

Leeches  and  bath  to  be  repeated ;  to  have  castor 
oil  and  oil  of  turpentine,  of  each  four  drachms ; 
and  after  it  has  acted  on  the  bowels  to  resume  the 
powders. 

January  1st,  9  a.m. — Pulse  126;  tongue  moiat 
and  tolerably  clean  ;  abdomen  flat  and  rather  hard, 
but  free  from  pain  on  pressure  ;  took  4  powdeops  ; 
bowels   5  times   opened;    drank  3  pints.;    slept 
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well ;  feels  easy ;  expresses  a  wish  for  a  warm 
bath. 

To  have  a  warm  bath  and  continue  her  powders. 

2nd,  9  A.M. — Pulse  114;  tongue  moist  and 
clean ;  abdomen  more  natural,  quite  free  from  pain 
eyen  on  pressure ;  slept  well ;  drank  1  quart ;  bowels 

3  times  opened ;  has  taken  7  powders  since  last 
report ;  gums  slightly  affected ;  feels  easy  and  dis^ 
posed  to  sleep. 

Stupes  to  be  continued  occasionally;  omit  powders. 
3d,  9  A.M. — Pulse  126  ;  abdomen  as  before  ;  slept 

4  hours ;  drank  2  quarts,  some  of  which  her 
stomach  frequently  rejected;  had  3  drachms  of 
castor  oil  last  evening,  since  which  her  bowels  have 
been  six  times  opened;  complains  of  soreness 
about  her  mouth  and  throat,  with  weakness. 

To  have  some  grapes  and  apple  tea. 

4t^  9  A.M. — ^Pulse  120;-  abdomen  a»  befcMre;  slept 
little ;  bowels  3  times  opened ;  drank  1  quart ; 
stomach  occasionally  rejects  its  contents ;  soreness  o£ 
mouth  increased. 

To  haye  a  warm  bath  at  bed  time. 

5th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  114;  liked  the  bath;  slept 
well ;  took  2  pills  last  nighty  oontaining  equal  parte 
of  blue  pill  and  Dover's  powder,  which  were  re- 
peated in  an  hour ;  drank  3i  pints  ;  stomadi  quiet. 

To  have  some  flummery. 

6th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  98 ;  much  improved. 

To  continue  her  flummery. 
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taken  7  powders  ;  boweb  repeatedly  opened  ;  slept 
well  ;  drank  3  quarts  ;  no  vomiting. 

Leeches  and  bath  to  be  repeated  ;  stupes  every 
2d  hour  ;  continue  powders. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  132;  tongue  moist,  tolerably 
clean ;  abdomen  soil:,  complains  much  of  pain, 
particularly  at  the  left  side,  even  when  lying 
quietly,  which  is  much  increased  on  pressure  ;  states 
that  she  experienced  little  relief  from  the  leeches  or 
bath  ;  took  5  powders  ;  bowels  once  opened  ;  drank 
3  quarts. 

Leeches  and  bath  to  be  repeated ;  to  take  one 
ounce  of  castor  oil,  with  4  drachms  of  oil  of 
turpentine  immediately  ;  powders  and  stupes  to  be 
resumed  when  bowels  have  acted. 

IGth,  9  A.M.— Pulse  138;  abdomen  a  little  full, 
pain  on  pressure  very  considerable,  particularly  in 
left  side  and  uterine  region  ;  oil  draught  operated 
well ;  says  she  did  not  feel  much  immediate  relief 
from  the  leeches  and  bath,  but  the  stuping  aiV-rwards 
gave  her  great  ease ;  took  5  powders ;  drank  1 
quart ;  slept  3  hours. 

Four  dozen  leeches  to  the  painful  region ;  warm 
bath  ;  powders  and  stupes  to  be  continued. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  138;  tongue  raoist  and  tolerably 
clean ;  abdomen  much  softer,  left  side  still  very 
painful  ;  took  5  powders  ;  bowels  once  opened ; 
slept  2  hours  ;  drank  1  quart ;  feela  easier. 
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She  continued  gradually  improving  and  gaining 
strength,  and  was  dismissed  well  on  the  15th. 

No.  III. — H.  L.,  aged  30,  was  delivered  of  her 
second  child,  (a  boy,)  January  12th,  at  2  p.m.,  after 
3  hours*  labour.  She  was  seized  at  5  a.m.  on  the 
14th,  with  considerable  pain  in  the  abdomen,  and 
slight  shivering ;  her  pulse  was  120,  strong  and  full ; 
tongue  moist  and  clean ;  abdomen  full,  and  ex- 
ceedingly tender  on  pressure.  She  is  a  large  full 
woman,  and  her  abdomen  from  the  period  of 
delivery,  has  remained  distended  and  unnatural 
to  the  touch,  in  consequence  of  which,  the  strictest 
attention  was  paid  to  the  bowels,  which  have  been 
well  acted  on  by  mercurial  and  other  purgatives. 

She  was  bled  to  15  ounces,  which  rendered  the 
pulse  softer,  but  did  not  diminish  the  abdominal 
distress ;  was  ordered  to  be  put  into  a  warm 
bath  immediately,  and  to  have  a  draught  containing 
one  ounce  of  castor  oil,  with  as  muoh  oil  of  tur- 
pentine ;  if  the  bowels  do  not  act  freely,  a  large 
injection  is  to  be  thrown  up  in  an  hour,  and  when 
they  have  acted,  she  is  to  be  given  calomel  and 
hippo,  of  each  4  grains  every  2d  hour;  the 
abdomen  to  be  frequently  stuped,  and  if  not  much 
relieved  by  mid-day,  4  dozen  leeches  are  to  be 
applied,  and  the  warm  bath  repeated. 

15th,  9  A.M.* — Pulse  120;  tongue  moist,  and 
tolerably  clean ;  leeches  were  applied ;  abdomen 
more  soft,  and  much  less  sensible  to  pressure ;  has 
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taken  7  powders  ;  bowels  repeatedly  opened  ;  slept 
well ;  drank  3  quarts ;  no  vomiting. 

Leeches  and  bath  to  be  repeated ;  stupes  every 
2d  hour  ;  continue  powders. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  132;  tongue  moist,  tolerably 
clean ;  abdomen  soft,  complains  much  of  pain, 
particularly  at  the  left  side,  even  when  lying 
quietly,  which  is  much  increased  on  pressure ;  states 
that  she  experienced  little  relief  from  the  leeches  or 
bath  ;  took  5  powders  ;  bowels  once  opened  ;  drank 
3  quarts. 

Leeches  and  bath  to  be  repeated;  to  take  one 
ounce  of  castor  oil,  with  4  drachms  of  oil  of 
turpentine  immediately  ;  powders  and  stupes  to  be 
resumed  when  bowels  have  acted. 

16th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  138  ;  abdomen  a  little  ftdl, 
pain  on  pressure  very  considerable,  particularly  ia 
left  side  and  uterine  region  ;  oil  draught  operated 
well ;  says  she  did  not  feel  much  immediate  relief 
from  the  leeches  and  bath,  but  the  stuping  afterwards 
gave  her  great  ease ;  took  5  powders ;  drank  I 
quart ;  slept  3  hours. 

Four  dozen  leeches  to  the  painfril  region;  warm 
bath ;  powders  and  stupes  to  be  continued. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  138  ;  tongue  moist  and  tolerably 
dean;  abdomen  much  softer,  left  side  still  very 
painfril ;  took  5  powders ;  bowels  once  opened ; 
slept  2  hours  ;  drank  1  quart ;  feels  easier. 
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Powders  to  be  continued;  a  blister  over  the 
entire  abdomen. 

17tii,  9  A-M* — ^Pnlse  126 ;  Ulster  has  risen  well ; 
abdomen  seems  ftdl ;  bowels  but  oooe  freed  €anoe 
yesterday  morning ;  took  5  powders ;  feels  much 
better;  says  she  has  no  distress  in  her  belly; 
mouth  slightiy  affected ;  wishes  for  flummery. 

To  have  an  oil  draught  immediately ;  powders  to 
be  resmned  when  bowels  act ;  flummery. 

IBth^  9  A.M. — ^Fulse  L20 ;  abdcnnen  much  softer  ; 
pressure  on  left  side  still  produces  pain,  but  not  so 
acute ;  feels  easy  wh^i  quiet,  but  very  weak ;  no 
sleep.  In  consequenoe  of  the  bowels  not  having 
acted,  yesterday  at  4  o'clock  she  was  giv^i  4 
drachms  of  castor  oil,  whidi  operated  so  freely»  it 
was  deemed  advisable  to  substitute  for  the  calomel 
and  hippo,  pills,  containing  each  5  grains  of  ealomei 
and  i  of  a  grain  of  opium ;  she  had  taken  4 
powders  yesterday ;  vomited  frequently  in  the 
night,  to  which  she  attributed  h^  want  of  sleep; 
bowels  not  opened  since  1(0  last  gight 

To  take  2  pills  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  have 
the  inside  of  the  legs  and  thighs  well  rubbed  with 
strong  mercurial  ointment;  to  have  a  small  ikea- 
oupfiU  of  oold  chicken  broth  occasionally. 

.i9th,  9  ik^M. — Pulse  112;  abdomen  soft;  com- 
plains merely  of  the  pain  of  tiie  blister ;  stomach 
settled ;  drank  2  quarts  of  whey,  in  the  night,  aad 
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some  chicken  broth ;  took  4  pills ;  complaiTis  of 
soreness  of  the  motith,  though  the  gums  have  little 
appearance  of  being  affected ;  bowels  twice  opened  ; 
had  a  warm  bath  at  bed-time. 

Continue  as  yesterday. 

20th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  108:  tongue  moist  and 
clean ;  abdomen  rather  iuU,  but  soft  and  iree  from 
pain  :  took  3  pills :  was  ordered  last  night,  in  con- 
sequence of  restlessness,  3  drachms  of  castor  oil^ 
with  30  drops  of  tincture  of  opium,  after  which  she 
slept  4  hours :  drank  1  quart  of  small  beer,  whidi 
she  fancied ;  gums  much  more  affected ;  bowels  bat 
twice  ireed  since  last  report ;  not  at  all  since  she 
had  the  draught. 

To  have  castor  oil  and  tincture  of  jsdap,  of  each 
3  drachms,  to  be  followed  by  a  nrild  injection  if 
necessary  ;  other  medicines  to  be  omitted. 

21st. — Pulse  102  ;  abdomen  soft ;  bowels  opened 
once  ;  had  at  bed-time  4  drachms  of  castor  oil,  with 
20  drops  of  tincture  of  opium  ;  mouth  very  sore. 

Oil  draught,  with  tincture  of  jalap,  as  y^terday. 

22d. — Pulse  96 ;  in  every  respect  improved. 

She  continued  daily  to  gain  strengtli,  and  left 
Hospital  well  on  the  26th. 

This  patient  took  184  grains  ^f  calomel ;  124  of 
hippo,  and  3  grains  of  opium,  besides  castor  oil  and 
oil  of  turpentine  in  considerable  quantities.  She 
lost  15  ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm ;  had  dxfsen 
dozen  leeches  applied  to  the  abdomen,  and  its  entire 
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surface  blistered ;  she  had^i;^  warm  baths,  and  the 
inside  of  her  legs  and  thighs  were  frequently 
rubbed  with  strong  mercurial  ointment  for  3  days. 

No.  IV. — A.  P.,  aged  26,  was  delivered  of  her  let 
child,  (a  girl,)  at  12  p.m.,  January  20,  after  2  hours* 
lid>our.  She  continued  quite  well  till  6  a.m.  on  the 
25th,  when  she  was  attacked  with  pain  and  tender- 
ness in  the  abdomen,  for  which  she  was  ordered  an 
oil  draught  and  stupes. 

9  A.M. — Pulse  130;  tongue  moist,  tolerably 
clean ;  oil  operated  once  ;  abdomen  soft,  but  very 
painftil  on  pressure. 

Four  drachms  of  castor  oil,  with  as  much  tur- 
pentine immediately ;  frequent  stupes. 

12  A.M. — Oil  operated  well,  from  which,  and  the 
stupes,  she  experienced  great  relief  for  some  time, 
but  the  pain  has  now  returned  with  great  severity, 
so  much  so,  that  she  is  screaming  for  relief. 

Three  dozen  leeches  to  the  abdomen  immediately ; 
a  warm  bath  afterwards ;  to  have  4  grains  of 
calomel  with  as  much  hippo  every  2d  hour. 

10  P.M. — Pulse  126 ;  abdomen  soft ;  pain  much 
relieved ;  took  4  powders  ;  bowels  3  times  opened ; 
drank  1  quart ;  slept  half  an  hour ;  feels  easier. 

Powders  and  stupes  to  be  continued. 

26th,  10  A.M. — Pulse  130;  tongue  moist  at 
edges,  tolerably  clean;  abdomen  soft,  but  little 
painful  on  pressure ;  took  6  powders  ;  bowels  twice 
opened  ;  vomited  frequently  ;  drank  2  quarts. 
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Omit  powders ;  calomel  5  grains,  with  ^  grain  of 
opium  every  2nd  hour ;  continue  stupes. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  135 ;  abdomen  soft ;  no  pain  on 
pressure ;  but  states  that  the  cough,  which  is 
frequent,  hurts  her  very  much;'  took  5  pills; 
bowels  acted  once ;  slept  three  hours ;  drank  1 
quart 

Pills  and  stupes  to  be  continued ;  mercurial 
inunction  to  thighs  and  legs. 

27tfa9  10  A.M. — Pulse  120 ;  abdomen  as  yester- 
day ;  cough  less  distressing  and  less  frequent ;  feels 
easy ;  took  6  pills ;  bowels  twice  opened ;  slept 
well ;  took  4  table-spoonftds  of  the  following 
mixture  in  the  course  of  the  night : — 

$>  Aquae  Pulegii  ^  viii. 
Tart.  Emet.  gr.  iii. 
Tine.  Opii  gtts.  xl. 
Syrupi  Simpl.  5  ii. 

Medicines  to  be  continued  as  yesterday. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  120  ;  abdomen  pretty  soft ;  took 
6  pills ;  bowels  twice  well  freed  ;  stools  greenish ; 
feels  easier ;  drank  li  pint. 

Continue  medicines. 

28th,  10  A.M. — Pulse  132;  gums  considerably 
affected ;  abdomen  more  full  but  free  from  pain ; 
took  6  pills  ;  bowels  3  times  opened ;  slept  well  and 
feels  easy. 
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'  Pilb  every  3d  boor  only ;  atercunal  oiiitiiiexit  to 
be  omitted ;  to  have  a  large  injection. 

9  P*M. — Puke  126 ;  mouth  very  sore  ;  abdomen 
natural;  slqpt  two  hours;  drank  1  quart;  bofwels 
3  times  opened ;  feels  easy. 

Omit  medicine. 

29th. — Pulse  114;  bowels  3  times  opened ;  irtools 
more  natural ;  slept  well ;  mouth  Tery  painfuL 

She  continued  to  recover  favourably,  and  left 
Hospital  quite  well  February  6th,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  her  mouth  being  still  sore. 

No.  V. — ^M.  M.  aged  27,  was  delivered  of  her  3d 
child  (a  boy)  at  3  a.m.  May  25th,  after  2  hours  labour. 
She  was  attacked  at  2  a.m.  on  the  28di  with  severe 
pain  in  the  abdomen,  for  whidi  she  was  ordered 
one  ounce  of  castor  oil  asid  as  much  turpentine, 
with  frequent  stupes. 

5  A.M. — As  no  reUef  was  as  yet  obtained,  three 
dozen  leeches  were  applied. 

9  A.M.---«Pttl8e  extremely  rapid;  tenderness  of 
abdomen  still  continues. 

A  warm  bath ;  and  the  calomel  and  hippo  powders 
every  3d  hour. 

10  P.M. — Pulse  138.  At  3  pjm.  in  ccmsequence 
of  tte  pain  being  unabated,  three  dozen  leeches 
wore  again  applied.  The  abdomen  is  now  qmte 
soft  and  much  relieved,  diough  there  is  still  con- 
siderable distress  on  pressure. 


PUBBPBRAL    FBVER.  411 

Powders  and  stapes  to  be  continued  ei^ery  2nd 
hour. 

29th,  10  A.M. — Pulse  132;  tongue  moist,  but 
covered  miix  slimy  substance ;  abdomen  more  dis- 
tended, less  painful  on  pressure ;  slept  frequently ; 
feels  better ;  drank  2  quarts ;  took  2  powders  which 
induced  vomiting,  when  the  calcmiel  and  opium 
pills  were  substituted,  of  which  she  has  taken  2  ;  the 
stomach  has  since  become  settled. 

To  have  a  warm  bath ;  pills  to  be  continued. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  120  full ;  tongue  moist,  whitish ; 
abdomen  considerably  distended^  but  somewhat 
softer  and  more  free  from  pain ;  has  taken  4  pills  ; 
has  had  3  copious  evacuaticms  from  the  bowek; 
there  were  three  dozen  leeches  applied  after  the 
bath,  as  the  pain  continued  troublesome ;  slept  fre- 
quently since,  and  feels  easy. 

Pills  4md  stapes  to  be  continued  every  2d  hour 
as  before. 

30th,  9  A«ii. — Pulse  1 12 ;  abdomen  less  distended, 
soft ;  still  complains  of  pain  on  pressure  ;  took  6 
pills  ;  bowels  frequently  opened ;  slept  tolerably. 

Warm  bath  ;  continue  pills. 

10  FM. — Palse  106 ;  abdomen  somewhat  softer^ 
still  extremely  sensible  to  pressure  ;  bowels  repeat- 
edly freed. 

Three  dozen  leeches  to  the  abdomen ;  pills  every 
3d  hour. 
31st,  10  AM. — Pulse  102;  abdomen  softer  and 


412        CASES  OF  RECOVBRY  FROM 

much  more  free  from  pain;  feels  tolerably  eafiry; 
took  4  pills;  drank  3  pints;  bowels  7  times  opened; 
wishes  for  small  beer. 

Warm  bath ;  pills  as  before ;  some  small  beer. 

11  P.M. — Pulse  108;  abdomen  improved;  took 
4  pills ;  felt  much  relief  from  the  bath ;  drank  3 
quarts ;  bowels  4  times  opened. 

Pills  every  3d  hour. 

June  1st,  9  a.m. — Pulse  112  soft;  abdomen  soft 
and  free  from  pain,  still  a  little  pufiy  ;  took  4  piUs ; 
bowels  3  times  relieved ;  drank  2  quarts ;  slept 
well ;  complains  of  pain  under  her  right  breast. 

To  have  a  small  blister  applied  to  the  painfol 
part ;  pills  and  stupes  to  be  continued ;  to  haye 
some  flummery. 

10  P.M. — Pulse  114  ;  tongue  moist  and  tolerably 
clean ;  took  5  pills  ;  bowels  once  freed  ;  abdomen 
distended  but  free  from  pain;  pain  under  rigfal 
breast  increased ;  blister  was  neglected  this  morning 

A  large  blister  to  the  right  side  ;  continue  pills 
to  have  a  purgative  injection. 

2d,  10  A.M. — Pulse  114;  abdomen  softer;  paii 
of  side  much  relieved  ;  took  4  pills  ;  bowels  3  time 
copiously  freed  ;  slept  none  ;  perspiration  most  pre 
ftise  ;  drank  2  quarts  ;  cough  troublesome  ;  wishe 
for  some  wine  and  water. 

PiUs  to  be  given  every  2d  hour ;  continue  stupeg 
some  wine  and  water. 

10  p.M* — Pulse  114;   tongue  moist  and   clean 
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abd(mien  free  from  pain,  fiill  but  soft ;  took  4  pills  ; 
bowels  acted  3  times ;  feels  weak. 

Continue  medicines,  stupes,  &c. 

3d,  10  A.M. — Pulse  120,  feeble;  abdomen  free 
from  pain  ;  took  6  pills ;  bowels  twice  freed. 

Continue  pills ;  to  have  some  chicken  broth. 

10  P.M. — Pulse  120,  extremely  feeble  ;  abdomen 
soft  and  free  from  distress ;  took  6  pills ;  perspiration 
profuse  and  clammy  ;  cough  distressing ;  wishes  for 
ale. 

Continue  pills  ;  to  have  some  ale. 

4th,  10  A.M. — Pulse  120,  more  distinct ;  abdomen 
distended  but  otherwise  natural ;  took  6  pills ; 
bowels  5  times  opened ;  cough  distressing ;  quite 
easy  in  other  respects ;  slept  none ;  drank  3  quarts. 

Warm  bath ;  continue  pills,  ale  and  chicken  broth. 

10  P.M. — Pulse  112  soft  f  abdomen  improved; 
drank  a  quart  of  ale  and  li  pint  of  chidcen  broth ; 
bowels  5  times  opened;  feels  easy,  but  cough  is 
troublesome ;  liked  her  bath. 

Continue  pills. 

5th,  10  a.m. — Pulse  98  soft;  abdcmien  natural; 
took  5  pills ;  bowels  4  times  opened ;  drank  a  quart 
of  ale ;  says  her  mouth  is  sore,  no  appearance  of 
gums  being  affected ;  slept  well ;  suffers  much  from 
cough  and  difficulty  of  expectoration* 

Warm  bath ;  continue  pills,  ale,  and  broth ;  to 
have  a  little  wine  and  water. 

10  p.m. — Pulse  96  frill;  tongue  moist;  took  4 


414        CASES  OF  RECOVBBY  FROM 

pills ;  bowels  4  times  freed ;  drank  1  pint  of  chicfc^t 
broth,  and  had  some  bread  with  it ;  wine  and  water 
caused  vomiting ;  slept  after  the  bath ;  complains 
nrach  of  her  mouth  ;  gums  seem  but  little  affected. 

Continue  pills  and  ale. 

6thf  9  A.iff. — Pulse  102;  cannot  protrude  the 
tongue ;  gums  now  becoming  turgid ;  no  discharge 
of  saliva ;  took  4  pills ;  bowels  once  eopiously 
opened ;  drank  a  quart  of  ale  and  i  pint  of  chicken 
broth  ;  feels  easy ;  expectoration  very  difficult. 

Continue  pills,  &c. 

10  P.M. — Pulse  96 ;  drank  one  pint  of  ale^  and 
the  same  quantity  of  chicken  broth  ;  took  4  pilla  ; 
bowels  4  times  opened ;  slept  frequently ;  feels 
easy ;  coughs  less. 

Continue  pills  and  ale ;  to  have  some  light  mutton 
broth. 

7th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  96 ;  slept  well ;  feels  easy ;, 
cough  improved ;  complains  less  of  her  mouth ;  some 
salivation ;  considerable  mercurial  fcBtor ;  toc&  4 
pills  ;  had  i  pint  of  broth. 

Continue  pills  every  3d  hour  ;  chicken  broth. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  96  ;  tongue  moist ;  abdomen  nata* 
ral ;  gums  slightly  affected ;  did  not  take  the  pills  ; 
bowels  repeatedly  freed ;  stools  greenish ;  cougli 
still  troublesome ;  drank  i  a  pint  of  chicken  brotib, 
and  a  quart  of  buttermilk. 

Omit  pills. 

8th. — Pulse  84  ;    cough  troublesome ;   expetibo* 
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rates*  more  freely  ;  slept  well ;  oomplams  of  mouth, 
but  gums  are  little  affected. 

To  have  chicken  and  chicken  broth. 

She  continued  gradually  improving,  and  left 
Hospital  well  on  the  25th,  being  one  month  firom 
the  date  of  her  delivery.  She  took  388  grains  of 
calomel,  and  19  of  opium.  She  had  12  dozen 
leeches  applied,  and  had  seven  warm  baths. 

No.  VI. — E.  E.,  aged  20,  was  delivered  of  her  2d 
child  (a  girl,  putrid)  at  12  a.m.,  Jan^  29th,  after  15 
minutes'  labour.  She  remained  perfectly  well  until 
12  A.M.  on  the  Slstywhenshe  was  suddenly  seized  witii 
most  violent  pain  in  her  abdomen  and  loins,  so  much 
soy  that  she  screamed  from  suffering ;  her  pulse 
was  120  ;  abdomen  full. 

She  was  ordered  one  ounce  of  castor  oil,  with  as 
much  oil  of  turpentine,  and  frequent  stupes. 

li  P.M. — Oil  hajB  operated  freely ;  pain  on 
pressure  very  acute 

Three  dozen  leeches  to  the  abdomen,  afterwards 
the  warm  bath ;  to  have  5  grains  of  calomd^  and  ^ 
grain  of  opium  every  2d  hour. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  114;  tongue  moist  and  whitish ; 
pain  much  relieved ;  took  4  pills ;  bowels  3  times 
opened ;  slept  one  hour ;  drank  3  pints. 

Continue  pills  every  2d  hour. 

February  Ist,  9  a.m. — Pulse  96^  took  6  pills; 
mercurial  fcetor ;  had  several  short  sleeps  ;  drank  2 
quarts ;  complains  littie  of  pain  on  pressure,  except 
immediately  over  uterus. 
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To  have  2  pills  in  the  course  of  the  day ;  diligenit 
stuping. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  102 ;  abdomen  rather  ftdl,  with 
some  pain  on  pressure ;  took  2  pills ;  bowels  acted 
3  times  partially ;  slept  3  hours. 

To  have  an  oil  draught,  with  tincture  of  jalap ; 
after  bowels  are  opened,  to  take  2  pills  in  the  course 
of  the  night ;  continue  stupes. 

2d,  10  A.M. — Was  seized  at  3  a.m.  with  pain  in 
the  abdomen  so  acute  as  to  be  impatient  oi  the  least 
pressure,  when  four  dozen  leeches  were  applied, 
after  which  she  was  well  stuped,  and  ordered  her 
pills  every  2d  hour,  of  which  she  has  taken  4; 
these  measures  were  followed  by  much  relief ;  pulse 
now  98;  tongue  more  loade4;  abdomen  flat,  but 
not  natural  to  the  feel,  complains  little  of  pain  on 
pressure. 

Continue  pills  ;  to  have  a  warm  bath. 

3d,  10  A.M. — Pulse  108  ;  took  5  pills;  slept  well; 
bowels  twice  opened ;  abdomen  soft,  but  has  still 
slight  pain ;  complains  of  soreness  of  the  mouth. 

To  be  well  stuped  during  the  day,  and  have 
2  pills. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  130 ;  was  attacked  this  evening 
with  considerable  pain  in  the  abdomen,  and  tender- 
ness on  pressure  ;  bowels  have  acted  well ;  mouth 
painful. 

Three  dozen  leeches  to  be  applied;  diligent 
stuping ;  to  have  3  pills  in  the  night. 

4th,  10  A.M. — Pulse  102;  abdomen  soft;  slight 
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pain  continuea^ ;  took  3  pills ;  bowels  once  opened ; 
drank  3  pints  ;  slept  one  hour. 

Warm  bath ;  continue  pills  every  3d  hour. 

9  P.M. — ^Pulse  96 ;  abdomen  much  improved ; 
free  salivation  ;  bowels  have  not  acted. 

Omit  pills :  to  have  an  injection. 

5th. — Continues  to  improve. 

To  have  chicken  broth ;  continue  stupes. 

This  patient  gained  strength  gradually,*  and  left 
Hospital  quite  well  on  the  24th. 

No.  VII. — B.  E.,  aged  25,  was  delivered  of  her 
3d  child,  (a  girl,)  at  11  p.m.,  March  13th,  after  3 
hours'  labour.  She  remained  quite  well  until  9  p*M. 
on  the  14th,  when  it  was  evident  that  pressure  on 
the  abdomen  caused  pain,  though  she  would  not 
acknowledge  it ;  her  pulse  was  hurried  and  skin  hot. 

To  have  6  drachms  of  castor  oil,  and  as  much  oil 
of  turpentine ;  frequent  stupes  $  if  not  relieved,  to 
be  leeched  and  put  into  a  bath. 

15th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  114;  tongue  moist  and 
clean  ;  abdomen  softer ;  does  not  complain  of  pain 
on  pressure;  felt  much  relief  from  the  stupes  and  oil, 
and  now  expresses  herself  as  quite  easy  :  slept  well. 

To  have  4  grains  of  calomel,  with  the  same 
quantity  of  hippo,  which  is  to.  be  repeated  in  two 
hours  ;  to  be  diligently  stuped. 

2  P.M. — Has  been  suddenly  seized  with  most 
acute  pain  in  the  abdomen,  the  slightest  pressure 
causing  great  suffering. 

2  B 
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Irich,  y  A.M- — Pulse  126:  toc^ue  tdersbiy  moist 
and  dean ;  abdooien  soft  :  does  not  conplain  of  any 
pain,  but  from  die  blister,  wUch  bas  risen  well : 
slept  none :  took  ^^re  powders :  eompiains  of  bad 
taste  in  ber  montb  :  enms  not  nmcb  affected  r  bowels 
3  times  opened :  drank  one  pint. 

Continue  powders. 

8  P.M. — ^Pnlse  126 ;  no  pain ;  slept  5  hours  ;  bas 
taken  fvur  powders ;  little  soreness  of  moudi  • 
feels  easy. 

Continue  powders. 

17tb,  9  A.M. — Pulse  126:  slept  well:  drank  3 
pints :  bowels  3  times  opened :  complains  of  sore- 
ness of  moutb,  also  of  blister. 

10  P.M. — Pulse  126,  feeble :  powders  have  been 
omitted  since  4  p.m.,  previous  to  which  time  she  had 
taken  three ;  feels  easy,  except  from  the  effects  of 
the  blister  :  has  taken  chicken  broth  in  small  quan- 
titii^B  since  last  report,  as  she  complained  of 
exhaustion. 
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To  have  two  ounces  of  port  wine,  diluted  with 
two  of  water:  a  table-spoonful  to  be  taken  every 
half  hour. 

18th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  126,  more  full :  tongue  moist 
and  clean  ;  abdomen  natural :  constant  tendency  to 
retch,  without  discharging  the  stomach :  slept  well : 
took  all  her  wine  and  water :  had  4  ounces  of  saline 
effervescing  mixture,  with  20  drops  of  laudanum. 

Wine  and  effervescing  mixture  to  be  continued  : 
to  have  chicken  broth. 

This  woman  gained  strength  daily,  but  suffered 
much  from  the  soreness  of  her  mouth  for  several 
days  :  she  left  Hospital  well  on  the  7th  of  April. 
She  had  taken  308  grains  of  calomel  in  the  course 
of  little  more  than  48  hourSy  in  the  early  period  of 
the  attack. 

No.  VIII. — J.  C,  aged  21,  was  delivered  of  her 
2d  child,  at  3  A.M.,  on  the  1st,  after  13  hours'  labour. 

2d,  9  A.M. — Uterus  hard,  painful  on  pressure: 
says  she  is  quite  well  in  other  respects :  pulse 
hurried :  bowels  had  acted  well  previous  to  and 
since  delivery* 

To  have  an  oil  draught  with  tincture  of  jalap,  and 
be  well  stuped^ 

7  P.M. — Complains  of  distressing  pain  shooting 
through  her  back  and  loins :  was  not  relieved  by  the 
stupes,  &c. :  pulse  130:  she   is  a  stout  plethoric 
J  young  woman. 

To  have  15  ounces  of  blood  taken  from  her  arm  ; 


420  CASES   OP    RECOVERY    FROM 

to  be  diligently  stuped,  and  have  six  drachms  of 
oil  of  turpentine,  with  two  of  castor  oil  inunediately. 

11  P.M. — Pulse  140;  blood  considerably  buffed  ; 
no  relief  from  bleeding ;  experienced  some  benefit 
from  a  large  injection  with  turpentine,  which  acted 
on  the  bowels  some  hours  afterwards;  abdomen 
rather  tense  and  painful  on  pressure,  particularly^ 
over  uterus  ;  feels  better. 

Three  dozen  leeches  to  the  abdomen ;  diligent 
stuping;  calomel  and  hippo  powders  every  3d 
hour. 

3d,  9  A,M, — Pulse  1 26 ;  abdomen  softer  ;  com-> 
plains  little  of  pain  on  pressure,  yet  it  is  not  natu-^ 
ral  to  the  feel;  took  4  powders;  bowels  5  times 
opened ;  slept  occasionally ;  countenance  anxious. 

To  have  a  warm  bath  immediately,  and  when 
taken  out  to  have  a  blister  applied  to  the  lower  part 
of  the  abdomen :  calomel  and  opium  pills  every  2d 
hour, 

10  P.M. — Pulse  120  :  blister  has  risen  well :  slept 
2  hours :  took  5  pills :  bowels  3  times  freed. 

Continue  pills. 

4th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  108 :  abdomen  much  softer  : 
feels  easy  except  from  the  blister :  jslept  5  hours ; 
took  6  pills ;  drank  1  pint  of  cold  water. 

Continue  pills  every  3d  hour. 

5th. — Pulse  108 :  tongue  moist  and  tolerably 
clean :  abdomen  soft  :  complains  only  of  the  blister  : 
took  8  pills :  slept  well :  bowels  5  times  opened : 
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gums  much  affected :  drank  one  pint  of  cold  water 
in  the  night. 

Omit  pills ;  to  have  some  stirabout. 

This  woman  left  Hospital  quite  recovered  on  the 
12th. 

No.  IX. — E.  H.,  aged  19,  was  delivered  of  her 
first  child  (a  boy)  at  1  a.m.,  October  26,  after 
three  hours'  labour.  She  went  on  well  till  8  p.m. 
on  the  27th,  when  she  complained  of  pain  and  un- 
easiness in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  which 
on  pressure  was  much  increased :  pulse  120 :  tongue 
foul:  seems  restless  and  anxious:  bowels  have 
been  well  acted  on. 

To  have  4  grains  of  calomel,  and  as  much  hippo  : 
to  be  well  stuped  and  seen  again  at  1 1  p.m. 

1 1  P.M. — Much  relieved. 

Continue   powders  every  3d  hour,  also  stupes. 

28th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  126:  tongue  parched  and 
foul :  abdomen  full  but  not  hard,  very  painful  on 
pressure,  particularly  over  uterus:  bowels  twice 
opened :  took  4  powders :  slept  tolerably  :  complains 
of  severe  pain  in  her  head. 

Three  dozen  leeches  to  the  abdomen,  and 
one  dozen  to  the  temples:  warm  bath:  continue 
powders. 

10  P.M. — Pulse  126 :  abdomen  much  distended, 
but  not  very  painftil  on  pressure :  bowels  repeatedly 
opened :   first    powder  this  morning  was   followed 
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by  vomiting :  the  calomel  and  opium  pills  were  then 
given,  of  which  she  has  taken  10 ;  slept  2  hours  ; 
drank  3  quarts  of  whey. 

Two  pills  to  be  taken  every  2nd  hour ;  abdomen 
to  be  stuped  for  an  hour  and  then  covered  with  a 
blister. ' 

29th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  126 ;  abdomen  continues 
distended ;  blister  has  risen  well ;  complains  of  pain 
from  it ;  feels  easy  in  other  respects ;  took  10  piMs ; 
bowels  4  times  freed ;  bitter  taste  on  mouth,  but 
gums  not  affected ;  slept  one  hour. 

Blister  to  be  dressed  immediately  with  strong 
mercurial  ointment ;  continue  pills. 

9  P.M.^ — Pulse  126 ;  abdomen  still  more  distended; 
but  does  not  complain  of  pain  except  when  she 
moves  in  bed;  took  8  pills;  gums  little  if  at  all 
affected ;  bowels  5  times  freed  ;  stools  greenish ; 
slept  2  hours ;  drank  one  quart  of  barley  water ; 
urine  thick ;  some  strangury. 

Continue  pills  every  2nd  hour ;  mercurial  oint- 
ment to  blistered  surface ;  also  mercurial  inunction 
over  thighs  and  legs ;  to  have  some  apple  tea,  for 
which  she  is  desirous. 

30th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  118;  tongue  becoming 
moist ;  abdomen  less  distended ;  is  now  lying  on 
her  side,  and  feels  easy ;  took  10  pills  ;  bowels  5 
times  opened ;  stools  greenish  and  curdy  in  ap- 
pearance ;  slept  well. 
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Simple  dressing  to  blister  ;  continue  inunction ; 
to  have  her  pills  every  4th  hour ;  feels  easy  and  can 
turn  in  bed ;  vomited  twice  ;  bad  some  grapes. 

Continue  pills  and  ointment :  to  have  grapes,  and 
drink  at  pleasure. 

31st,  9  A.M. — Pulse  108,  soft  j  abdomen  also 
evacuations  much  improved ;  vomited  twice ;  took  4 
pills ;  slept  2  hours ;  gums  more  affected ;  feels 
easy  and  can  lie  on  either  side. 

Omit  pills  i  continue  ointment. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  106 ;  much  improved ;  gums  con- 
siderably affected. 

Omit  frictions. 

Her  mouth  for  several  days  was  much  affected 
by  mercury ;  however  her  recovery  was  progressive, 
and  she  left  hospital  quite  well  on  the  23d.  She 
took,  during  the  first  four  days  of  her  illness,  264 
grains  of  calomel ;  12  of  opium,  and  24  of  hippo ; 
she  had  4  dozen  leeches  applied,  also  a  warm  bath ; 
her  abdomen  was  blistered  and  mercurial  oint- 
ment applied  to  the  blistered  surface ;  mercurial 
inunction  was  also  diligently  used. 

Such  is  a  statement  of  nine  most  obstinate  cases 
of  this  singularly  unlractable  disease  which  termi- 
nated favourably.*  A  careful  perusal  of  them  can 
hardly  fail  to  shew  the  vitcU  importance  of  dili- 
gentlj/y  in  fact  hourly^  watching  the  patient,  as  also 

*  For  another  case  see  note,  page  133. 
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the  neoessity  that  exists  for  steady  and  determiiied 
treatment ;  the  measures  in  truth  being  such,  ^$i, 
in  my  opinion,  nothing  but  the  notorious  &tality 
and  suddenness  with  which  the  |>atient  is  too  often 
snatched  away,  should  induce  us  to  adopt.  That 
our  best  efforts,  however,  prove  nearly  useless  in  a 
vast  proportion  of  those  attacked,  when  epidemic 
in  ho3pitals,  all  physicians  in  the  charge  of 
such  institutions  have  unfortunately  had  ample 
experience. 

The  following  are  examples  of  the  deadly  seizure 
it  makes  on  the  patient  under  such  circumstancesi 
and  of  the  almost  absolute  certaintyof  death  which 
stares  the  medical  attendant  in  the  face,  at  least 
where  treatment  the  most  prompt,  and  as  it  might 
be  described,  violentj  affords  but  little  hope  of 
relieving  the  patient : — 

FATAL  CASES  OF  PUERPERAL  FEVER. 


No.  60. — Aged  20,  was  delivered  at  4  p.m.  on 
the  12th  of  her  1st  child,  after  3  hours'  labour. 

13th,  9  A.M. — Complains  of  slight  pain  in  the 
uterine  region ;  pulse  quiet. 

Ordered  an  oil  draught. 

4  P.M. — Fain  in  uterine  region  increased ;  much 
sensibility  to  pressure  ;  bowels  twice  opened ;  pulse 
hurried ;  tongue  moist  and  white. 
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i  FoHT  dozen  leeches  to  be  applied  immediately ; 
diligent  stuping. 

9  P.M. — Symptoms  mitigated ;  bowels  not  open 
since  last  visit. 

To  have  a  draught  of  castor  oil  with  4  drachms 
of  oil  of  turpentine. 

I4th,  9  A.M. — This  morning  at  1  o'clock,  suf- 
fered a  great  increase  of  pain  in  region  of  uterus^ 
when  four  dozen  leeches  were  applied,  followed  by 
diligent  stuping ;  she  was  ordered  5  grains  of 
calomel  with  a  quarter  grain  of  opium  every  2nd 
hour,  and  to  have  a  turpentine  injection  thrown  up. 
The  abdomen  is  now  ftiU  and  impatient  of  the  least 
pressure;  pulse  132  full;  has  slept  none ;  bowels 
twice  freed. 

Twenty-five  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from 
the  arm ;  this  she  bore  extremely  well,  and  the  pulse 
became  softer,  but  the  abdominal  distress  was  not 
in  the  slightest  degree  relieved. 

To  be  put  into  a  warm  bath  and  continue  her 
pills. 

9  P.M. — At  4  P.M.  the  pain  in  the  abdomen  con- 
tinuing distressing,  pulse  138  and  full,  she  was  bled 
again  to  twenty-two  ounces,  but  still  without  the 
least  relief,  the  most  gentle  touch  producing 
most  acute  pain.  Four  dozen  leeches  were  then 
applied,  followed  by  a  warm  bath,  and  the  pills 
were  continued  every  2nd  hour  as  before.  Her 
abdomen  is  now  tense  and  extremely  sensible  to 
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pressure  ;  pulse  138  softer  ;  took  5  pills  ;  bowels 
twice  freely  opened ;  while  writing  this  note  she  has 
&llen  into  a  sound  sleep. 

To  have  4  drachms  of  castor  oil  with  as 
much  oil  of  turpentine ;  pills  and  stupes  to  be 
continued. 

15th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  108  J  abdomen  considerably 
distended,  cannot  bear  the  slightest  touch  ;  took  5 
pills  ;  bowels  4  times  opened }  slept  tolerably  ;  feels 
little  pain  while  remaining  quiet.  A  blister  had 
been  applied  at  7  a.m.  to  the  entire  surface  of  the 
abdomen  the  pain  being  unabated. 

Continue  pills. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  120}  tongue  dry  and  whitish.; 
blister  has  risen  well  and  seems  to  have  caused 
much  uneasiness ;  took  7  pills  i  bowels  3  times 
opened ;  drank  3  quarts  ;  slept  occasionally  ;  was 
for  nearly  half  an  hour  in  a  warm  bath. 

Continue  pills. 

16th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  108}  slept  well;  feels 
easier }  complains  of  soreness  in  her  teeth,  but 
gums  are  not  affected }  took  9  pills }  bowels  twice 
well  opened}  drank  3  quarts. 

Continue  pills. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  102 }  abdomen  soft  and  easy  ex- 
cept from  the  soreness  caused  by  the  blister  }  slept 
frequently  and  feels  better }  is  at  present  resting 
on  her  left  side }  took  10  pills ;  bowels  5  times 
freed ;  complains  of  her  teeth,  but  gums  unaffected. 
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Continue  pills. 

17th,  9  a.m. — Pulse  120  J  abdomen  rather  dis- 
tended ^  complains  of  some  return  of  pain  and 
tenderness ;  has  occasional  intervals  of  ease  ;  slept 
none ;  took  5  pills  ;  bowels  4  times  opened. 

To  have  a  warm  bath ;  continue  pills. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  120 ;  experienced  some  relief 
fi*om  the  bath ;  took  9  piUs ;  bowels  frequently 
opened  ;  slept  4  hours  ;  drank  3  quarts. 

Continue  pills. 

18th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  120;  tongue  covered  with 
a  white  fur  ;  abdomen  considerably  distended ;  com- 
plains much  of  pain  ;  took  10  pills ;  bowels  twice 
scantily  freed  ;  slept  frequently  ;  drank  4  quarts. 

Two  dozen  leeches  to  be  applied  to  the  edge  of 
blistered  surface ;  a  warm  bath ;  to  have  an  oil 
draught  and  an  injection  afterwards  ;  continue  pills. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  126;  tongue  dry  and  white; 
abdomen  full  and  tense ;  bowels  4  times  freed ; 
leeches  bled  well;  experienced  much  relief  from 
the  bath,  since  which  she  slept  frequently ;  took 
7  pills ;  complains  much  of  bad  taste  in  her  mouth 
and  disagreeable  smell. 

Continue  pills. 

19th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  132  ;  tongue  more  moist ; 
abdomen  Ml,  but  more  free  from  pain;  took  9  pills; 
bowels  5  times  freed ;  slept  none ;  feels  much 
easier  ;  drank  2  quarts. 

To  have  a  warm  bath  j  continue  pills. 
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9  P.M. — Pulse  135 ;  remained  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  in  the  bath,  from  which  she  had  some  relief; 
abdomen  distended  but  less  painful ;  took  10  piUs ; 
bowels  acted  5  times ;  complains  of  soreness  tvf  her 
gums  which  appear  slightly  affected. 

Continue,  pills. 

20th^  9  A.M. — Pulse  138  feeble  ;  abdomen  much 
distended ;  complains  less  of  pain ;  took  6  pills ; 
frequent  desire  to  go  to  stool  but  pasises  little ; 
feels  very  weak  ;  rested  badly. 

Omit  pills;  to  have  chicken  brodi  in  small 
quantities  at  intervals. 

21st,  9  A.M. — Her  breathing  since  last  report 
became  much  distressed,  and  her  strength  gradually 
failed ;  she  died  at  2i  p.m. 

On  dissection,  an  unusually  large  quantity  of 
straw  coloured  fluid  was  found  in  the  abdomen  with 
flakes  of  coagulablo  lymph  floating  through  it.  The 
intestines  were  adherent  in  some  places,  but  not  so 
vascular  as  is  commonly  observed.  The  uterus 
was  perfectly  healthy.  A  very  small  quantity  of 
colourless  fluid  was  found  in  each  cavity  of  tlie 
thorax,  but  the  lungs  were  quite  healthy. 

This  patient  took  460  grains  of  calomel,  and  23 
grains  of  opium.  She  lost  47  ounces  of  blood  from 
the  arm,  had  14  dozen  leeches  applied,  and  got  5 
warm  baths,  besides  the  constant  use  of  stupes,  and 
occasional  draughts  of  castor  oil  with  turpentine,  &c. 

No.  78 — Aged  22,  was  delivered  January   11th 
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at  5  A.M.  of  her  1st  child,  after  a  labour  of  3 
hours.  She  was  attacked  on  the  12th  at  1  p.m. 
with  violent  pain  in  the  abdomen.  Four  dozen 
leeches  were  instantly  applied ;  she  was  ordered  to 
be  diligently  stuped  and  to  have  4  grains  of 
calomel  with  as  much  hippo  every  3d  hour. 

5  P.M. — Pulse  140  extremely  feeble :  countenance 
indicative  of  the  greatest  distress  :  tongue  moist  at 
edge  but  loaded  in  the  centre  :  pain  continues  so 
acute  that  she  cannot  bear  the  least  pressure.  She 
had  taken  the  night  preceding  the  attack,  a  calomel 
and  hippo  powder,  and  an  oil  draught  the  following 
morning :  has  had  but  one  motion  to-day,  but  the 
bowels  acted  extremely  well  after  delivery. 

To  have  one  ounce  of  castor  oil  with  as  much  oil 
of  turpentine  immediately  :  three  dozen  leeches  to 
the  abdomen,  followed  by  a  warm  bath. 

9  P.M. — Pain  on  pressure  much  relieved:  ex- 
perienced great  benefit  from  the  leeches  and  bath : 
bowels  acted  freely :  pulse  140,  more  distinct. 

Continue  powders  every  2nd  hour,  with  diligent 
stuping  :  if  the  pain  should  return  the  abdomen  is 
to  be  blistered. 

13th,  10  A.M. — Pulse  140  feeble :  tongue  dry 
and  loaded :  abdomen  soft  and  much  less  painftd  on 
pressure  :  feels  better  :  slept  2  hours :  blister  was 
put  on  at  12  last  night  in  consequence  of  a  return, 
of  tiie  pain  :  bowels  3  times  opened:  has  taken  8 
powders  since  the  commencement :  drank  2  quarts 
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daring  the  night,   some  of  which  was  frequently 
rejected. 

Omit  powders :  to  have  4  grains  of  calomel  every 
2d  hour,  and  the  inside  of  her  legs  and  thighs  dili* 
gently  rubbed  with  strong  mercurial  ointment ;  to 
be  constantly  stuped:  to  have  chicken  broth  in 
small  quantities,  also  the  effervescing  mixture. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  140:  tongue  dry  and  loaded:  ab- 
domen soft :  complains  little  of  pain  on  pressure : 
bowels  3  times  opened:  took  3  calomel  powders, 
and  vomited  after  each,  when  pills  containing  5 
grains  of  calomel  and  a  quarter  grain  of  opium 
were  substituted,  of  which  she  has  taken  4.  Vomit- 
ing not  so  frequent :  feels  easy,  and  says  she  has  no 
pain  :  countenance  still  expressive  of  distress. 

Continue  pills,  ointment,  stupes,  and  effervescing 
mixture. 

14th,  10  A.M. — Pulse  132  more  steady  :  abdcmien 
more  full  but  not  very  tense :  complains  little  of 
pain  on  pressure  ;  feels  much  distress  when  she 
coughs,  and  weakness  :  took  6  pills :  bowels  3  times 
freed :  slept  3  hours :  drank  3  quarts :  vomited  3 
times :  about  one  ounce  of  mercurial  ointment  has 
been  consumed  in  frictions  since  yesterday  :  breath* 
ing  difficult :  countenance  distressed. 

Continue  pills  and  ointment :  warm  bath :  to  have 
3  drachms  of  castor  oil,  with  as  much  oil  of  turpen- 
tine. 

11  P.M. — Pulse  126:  tongue  parched:  abdomen 
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fall :  complains  much  of  pain  on  pressure :  bowels 
twice  opened :  discharges  watery  and  green  colour- 
ed :  took  4  pills :  drank  3  quarts :  vomiting  constant, 
in  consequence  of  which  she  was  given  at  8  o'clock 
one  grain  of  opium  in  a  pill. 

Opium  pill  to  be  repeated :  to  have  the  saline 
effervescing  mixture,  with  the  addition  of  50  drops 
of  tincture  of  opium  to  eight  ounces :  to  continue 
her  pills,  ointment,  and  stupes. 

15th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  imperceptible ;  strength 
rapidly  sinking  ;  extremities  cold  ;  drinks  largely  ; 
vomiting  incessant  with  hiccough ;  took  6  pills  and 
eight  ounces  of  the  mixture ;  bowels  3  times 
opened ;  complains  much  more  of  pain  on  pressure ; 
abdomen  more  distended. 

Calomel  and  opium  pills  to  be  continued,  with 
one  grsxn  of  solid  opium  with  every  2d  pill ;  stupes ; 
wine  and  water  for  drink. 

16th. — She  expired  at  4  o'clock  p.m. 

This  was  an  unfortunate  young  unmarried  woman. 
On  dissection,  about  a  pint  of  straw  coloured  fluid 
was  found  in  the  abdomen,  with  a  copious  deposition 
of  lymph  in  various  parts,  particularly  about  the 
uterus.  The  intestines  were  distended  with  air, 
and  extremely  vascular ;  the  pritoneum  every  where 
was  as  if  injected  with  red  wax;  the  uterus  was 
healthy. 

No.  79,  aged  27,  was  delivered  January  3d,  at 
6  A.M.,  of  her  second  child,  after  5  hours'  labour. 
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She  was  seized  with  shivering  on  the  4th,  at  2  foc^ 
shortly  followed  by  acate  pain  in  the  abdomen,  with 
hurried  pulse.  She  was  ordered  one  ounce  of 
castor  oil,  with  as  much  oil  of  turpentine,  and 
diligent  stuping. 

6  P.M. — Pain  increased ;  medicine  has  acted  well. 

Three  dozen  leeches  to  the  abdomen,  followed 
by  a  warm  bath;  to  take  Ihe  calomel  and  hippo 
powders  every  2d  hour  ;  diligent  stuping. 

5th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  140,  feeble:  tongue  moiat, 
tolerably  dean :  abdomen  soft,  but  cannot  endure 
the  slightest  pressure :  pain  most  acute  at  left  side : 
slept  none :  drank  3  quarts :  took  5  powders,  the 
last  of  which  sickened  the  stomach :  bowels  4  times: 
freed  by  the  assistance  of  turpentine  injections. 

Four  dozen  leeches  to  the  abdomen :  warm  bath : 
powders  to  be  continued:  should  the  stomadbi 
remain  irritable,  4  grains  of  calomel  to  be  substi* 
tuted. 

6th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  imperceptible :  extremities 
cold :  strength  rapidly  sinking :  abdomen  soft :  does 
not  complain  of  pain  on  pressure:  the  powdera 
continued  to  produce  sickening  subsequent  to  last, 
report,  and  pills  containing  five  grains  of  calomel^ 
and  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  opium  given  instead, 
of  which  she  has  taken  10  :  stomach  still  rejects  her 
drink :  was  ordered  wine  whey  at  evenipg .  visit; 
yesterday,  of  which  she  drank  about  four  ounces : 
there  was  at  that  time  no  hope  of  recovery. 
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ySke  expired  tmehour  after  this  morning's  visit, 
r  ,^  Ti^u^*-^h  dissection^  a  considerable  quantity  of 
tbick  creamy  fluid  resembling  pus,  of  a  yellowish 
ccdour  was  found  in  the  abdominal  cavity :  the 
peritoneum  throughout  its  entire  extent  was  ex- 
tremely Tascular :  there  was  not  any  other  morbid 
appearance. 

« 'la  the  same  ward  with  this  patient  there  was  a 
second  attacked  simultaneously  with  violent  pain  in 
the  abdomen^  &c.  &c.,  which  yielded  to  similar 
troatment* 

;  No.  80. — Aged  22,  was  ddivered  January 
5th  of  her  1st  child,  putrid,  at  the  7th  month,  after 
a  labour  of  1  hour.  She  was  attacked  at  1  a.m.,  on 
the  6th,  with  shivering,  when  she  got  a  castor  oil 
draught  with  tincture  of  jalap.  In  4  hours  after  she 
began  to  complain  of  very  slight  pain  in  the 
abdomen,  which  was  a  little  hard,  but  even  on 
pressure  she  did  not  seem  to  suffer  any  distress. 
She  was  now  ordered  ta  be  remarkably  well  stuped^ 
and  to  have  the  caloind  and  hippb  powders  every 
3d  hour.  At  10  I^.m.  the  pain  became  exceedingly 
acute,  a^ravated  by  the  least  pressure :  the  pulse 
was  now  much  hurried,  between  130  and  140;  shiQ 
seemed  also  very  anxious  and  restless. 

Three  dozen  leeches  instantly  to  the  abdomen^ 
followed  by  a  Warm  liath ;  the'  powders  to  be 
continued  every  2d  hour. 

7th,    9    A.M. — Pulse    140;    tongue    moist    a^ 

2  F 
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to    any    great    extent:    there    was    no' 


s  entire  surfaee  of  the  intestines  exhibited  a 
^bhish  of  inflammation.     The  uterus  was  quite 
There    was    not   any   other    morbid  ap- 
nce  observed.  > 

y  83,  aged  24,  was  delivered,  January  18th,  at 
,  of  her  1st  child,  atler  a  labour  of  half  an 
hour.  She  remained  quite  well  till  the  2()th,  when 
at  1  A.M.  she  had  a  very  slight  chill,  which 
lasted  but  a  short  time ;  she  soon  fell  asleep,  and 
awoke  in  about  3  hours  shivering.  She  made  no 
complaint,  and  remained  without  these  circum- 
stances being  known  till  8  a.m.,  when  the  nurse 
observing  her  unwell  gave  her  a  draught  of 
black  bottle :  she  had  at  this  time  but  little  distress. 
*)  A.M. — Medicine  has  not  operated,  (her  bowels 
had  been  prev  iously  well  acted  upon  trom  the 
period  of  delivery ;)  pult^e  hurried  and  small : 
tongue  moist  and  slightly  white :  pain  in  temples 
very  severe ;  countenance  sunk  and  anxious : 
abdomen  full,  very  painful  on  pressure. 

To  have  castor  oil  and  oil  of  turpentine,  of  each 
one  ounce  immediately  :  to  be  well  stuped :  one 
dozen  leeches  to  temples :  if  the  abdominal 
pain  be  not  quite  removed  when  the  bowels  are 
freely  acted  upon,  to  have  four  dozen  leeches 
applied,  ibtlowed  by  the  warm  bath :  to  have  the 
calomel  and  hippo  powders  every  2d  hour.- 
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tolerably  clean ;  abdomen  hard,  but  flat  and  ex- 
tremely sensible  to  pressure ;  says  all  her  bones  are 
sore,  so  much  so,  that  she  can  widi  difficulty  lie  in 
any  position ;  bowels  repeatedly  opened  i  felt  no 
relief  from  the  leeches  and  bath ;  has  taken  7 
powders :  drank  1  quart :  countenance  sunk  «nd 
anxious. 

Four  dozen  leeches  and  warm  bath  to  be  re* 
peated :  continue  powders. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  150,  very  irregular:  abdomen 
tense  and  full,  but  not  so  painftd  on  pressure  :  the 
3d  powder  this  day  caused  severe  straining,  when 
the  calomel  and  opium  pills  were  substituted: 
breathing  much  hurried :  has  had  no  sleep  from  the 
commencement  of  the  attack :  bowels.  fr*equently 
opened. 

Continue  pills  and  stupes ;  to  have  the  effer- 
vescing  mixture. 

8th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  almost  imperceptible ;  ab^ 
domen  tense  and  very  tumid:  complains  little  on 
pressure :  took  6  pills :  bowels  frequently  opened : 
drank  3  quarts:  stomach  constantly  rejects  her 
drink:  slept  half  an  hour:  feels  easy  when  nn^ 
disturbed. 

Continue  pills :  to  have  some  ale,  for  which  she 
wishes. 

9th,  10  A.M. — She  expired  yesterday  at  5  p.m* 

On  dissection  there  ^  was  found  an  effusion  of 
seropurulent  fluid  into   the  abdominal  cavity^  not 
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however    to    any    great    extent:    there    was   no 
lymph. 

The  entire  surface  of  the  intestines  exhibited  a 
deep  blush  of  inflammation.  The  uterus  was  quite 
healt^^.  There  was  not  any  other  morbid  ap- 
pearance observed- 
No  83,  apfed  24,  was  delivered,  January  18th,  at 
9  A.M.,  of  her  1st  child,  after  a  labour  of  half  an 
hour.  She  remained  quite  well  till  the  20th,  when 
at  1  A.M.  she  had  a  very  slight  chill,  which 
lasted  but  a  short  time ;  she  soon  fell  asleep,  and 
awoke  in  about  3  hours  shivering.  She  made  no 
complaint,  and  remained  without  these  circum- 
stances being  known  till  8  a.m.,  when  the  nurse 
observing  her  unwell  gave  her  a  draught  of 
black  bottle  :  she  had  at  this  time  but  little  distress. 
9  A.M. — Medicine  has  not  operated,  (her  bowels 
had  been  previously  well  acted  upon  from  the 
period  of  delivery ;)  pulse  hurried  and  small : 
tongue  moist  and  slightly  white  :  pain  in  temples 
very  severe :  eountenance  sunk  and  anxious : 
abdomen '  full,  very  painful  on  pressure. 

To  have  castor  oil  and  oil  of  turpentine,  of  each 
one  ounce  immediately :  to  be  well  stuped :  one 
dozen  leeches  to  temples :  if  the  abdominal 
pain  be  not  quite  removed  when  the  bowels  are 
freely  acted  upon,  to  have  four  dozen  leebhes 
applied,  followed  by  the  warm  bath:  to  have  the 
calomel  and  hippo  powders  every  2d  hour. 
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9  P.M. — Pulse  130,  smatt.:  leecbea  were  applied 
at  2  P.M.  from  which  and  the  badi  much  relief  was 
experienced  :  abdomen  still  very  fiill,  unnatural  to 
the  feel,  and  very  painftd  on  pressure :  took  3 
powders ;  bowels  3  times  opened ;  drank  little :  no 
sleep :  head  quite  relieved. 

Four  dozen  leeches  and  bath  to  be  repeated: 
diligent  stuping :  continue  powders. 

2l8ty  9  A.M. — Pulse  so  feeble  as  to  be  almost  im^ 
perceptible ;  complains  little  of  pain,  even  whea 
pressed:  abdomen  much  softer:  took  6  powders: 
discharged  a  large  quantity  of  yellowish  fluid  iron 
her  stomach  at  8  a.m.  :  bowels  not  opened  since  last 
evening :  slept  U  hour  :  drank  3  pints. 

Continue  powders ;  blister  to  abdomen :  wine 
whey  and  chicken  broth  frequently. 

9  P'M. — Drank  chicken  broth,  wine  whey  and 
porter  in  considerable  quantity  during  the  day, 
her  strength  however  gradually  failed,  and  she 
died  at  7  p*m. 

On  dissection,  20  hours  after  deatli,  there  was 
found  but  little  air  contained  either  in  the  intestines 
or  abdominal  cavity  :  about  a  pint  of  bloody  serum, 
thick  and  glutinous,  was  found  in  the  latter:  the 
intestines  exhibited  considerable  vascularity:  tile 
omentum  appeared  to  have  completely  escaped  in- 
flammation :  the  fallopian  tubes  and  ovaries  were  of 
a  very  dark  colour  :  the  latter  enlarged,  and  when 
pressed  even   slightly  between   the   fingers,  their 
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structure  l»roke  down,  and  seemed  as  if  it  were  to 
melt  away :  the  uterus  was  healthy. 
'  No,  86,  i^ed  26,  was  delivered  January  23d,  at  3 
A.M.  of  her  first  child,  after  24  hours'  laboiu*.  She 
remained  quite  well  till  6  a.m.  on  the  SSth,  when  she 
was  seized  with  shivering,  followed  by  tenderness 
of  the  abdomen:  her  breasts  were  painfully  dis- 
tended with  milk. 

To  have  jl  draught  of  castor  oil  with  oil  of  tur« 
pentine :  diligent  stuping. 

9  A.M. — Pulse  120 ;  abdomen  soft,  but  very  pain- 
fiil  on  pressure  ;  medicine  operated  once. 

Draught  to  be  repeated :  three  dozen  leeches  to 
abdomen,  followed  by  a  warm  bath,  and  when  the 
bowels  have  acted  fireely,  to  take  3  grains  of 
calomel  with  as  much  hippo  every  2d  hour. 

9  P*M. — Pulse  120,  full ;  abdomen  distended  and 
soft,  but  most  acutely  painftil  <m  pressure :  took 
5  :  powders :  bowels  often  opened :  frequent 
vomiting :  slept  occasionally. 

Four  do2;e9i  leechi^s  to  the  abdoitien :  diligent 
stuping :  omit  powders :  to  have  the  calomel  and 
opium  pill  every  2d  hour :  the  insude  of  the  legs 
and  thighs  to  be  well  rubbed  wi&  starong  mercurial 
ointment. 

26Ui|  9  A.M.-^Pulae  120^  more  sdltz  tongue  moist 
and  white :  abdomen  full,  impatient  of  pressure : 
to<^  6  pills :  had  no  vomiting :  bowels  8  times 
opened  :  slept  4  or  5  hours  :  drank  2  quarts^ 
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Continue  pills  and  ointment :  warm  bath  :  blister 
to  the  abdomen. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  114  :  abdomen  full,  but  not  very 
tense  :  took  5  pills  :  bowels  once  well  acted  upon  : 
drank  3  quarts :  slept  6  hours :  feels  easier. 

Continue  medicines. 

27tfa,  9  A.M. — Pulse  126:  abdomen  mucli  dis- 
tended :  blister  has  risen  well :  took  6  pills  :  bowels 
once  opened :  slept  5  hours :  drank  3  qnarts ; 
complains  of  a  bad  taste  in  her  mouth :  feels  better. 

Continue  medicines. 

8  P.M. — Pulse  132 :  abdomen  much  distended, 
pain  most  acute,  so  much  so,  that  even  when  lying 
quiet  she  grinds  her  teeth  from  distress :  took  5 
pills :  stools  involuntary :  had  a  warm  bath  at  1 
P.M.  but  without  relief :  slept  none  :  drank  3  qnarts. 

Continue  pills:  blistered  surface  to  be  dressed 
with  mercurial  ointment. 

28th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  132,  extremely  feeble  :  ab- 
domen tumid  and  tense,  most  acutely  painful  :  still 
grinds  her  teeth  from  suffering :  took  6  pills : 
bowels  frequently  opened:  stools  involuntary: 
frequent  retching,  but  nothing  discharged  ;  com- 
plains most  of  violent  pain  in  right  side  under 
margin  of  ribs. 

Continue  medicines :  a  small  blister  to  part  com- 
plained of. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  almost  imperceptible :  strength 
rapidly  sinking. 
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,  Continue  pills :  to  have  wine  whey. 

29th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  imperceptible. 

Wine  whey  at  pleasure. 

She  expired  in  the  after  part  of  this  day,  and  her 
friends  insisted  on  removing  the  body  immediately. 
She  took  in  her  illness  185  grains  of  calomel,  8i 
grains  of  opium :  had  7  dozen  leeches  applied : 
and  three  warm  baths :  the  entire  abdomen  was 
blistered,  and  then  dressed  with  strong  mercurial 
ointment,  with  which  also  from  the  2d  day  of  the 
attack,  the  inside  of  the  legs  and  thighs  were  fre- 
quently rubbed,  yet  the  mercury  did  not  affect  her 
mouth. 

No.  89— Aged  34,  was  deUvered  January  24th,  at 
1 1  A.M.  of  her  3d  child,  after  2  hours'  labour.  She 
remained  quite  well  till  the  evening  of  the  25th, 
when  she  complained  of  slight  chilliness  and  un- 
easiness in  her  bowels ;  she  had  little  if  any  pain 
on  pressure,  and  had  lately  taken  a  draught  of 
black  bottle. 

26th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  114;  medicine  operated 
freely;  slept  occasionally;  abdomen  rather  friU, 
uterine  region  very  painfiil  on  pressiu'e  ;  is  restless 
and  anxious  ;  complains  of  uneasiness. 

Three  dozen  leeches  to  the  abdomen ;  diligent 
stuping ;  to  have  the  calomel  and  hippo  powders 
every  2nd  hour. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  120  :  tongue  moist  and  tolerably 
clean:  abdomen  so^  but   pain  on  pressure   little 
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relieved  :  took  6  powders :  bowels  not  actedL  upoD : 
got  an  oil  draught  at  2  P3i/ :  Tomited  iraqpHentt^ : 
slept  none  :  is  very  restless.  *  • 

.  Two  dozen  leeches  to  the  abdomen :  wacm  Jbatb : 
•oplomel  and  opium  pHls  to  be  given  ingtead  of 
4he  powders.  '  ---.^ 

27th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  hardly  pereeptiblei:  tongue 
moist  and  dean  :  abdomen  oonsidecaMy  distended, 
not  tense :  pain  on  pressure  much  abated :  alt^ 
none:  constant  vomiting:  drank  3  quartaLo:  no 
evacuation  from  bowels  for  24  hours.  ' 
'  Continue  pills  :  to  have  the  effervescing  nns^iiire 
with  60  drops  of  tincture  of  opium  to  eight  ounoes : 
chicken  broth  at  pleasure,  and  iwo  ounoeis  of  ndne 
every  hour.  .     *.  . . 

She  expired  at  2  P.M. 

On  dissection,  about  a  pint  of  bloody  serdm 
(whidi  had  a  glutinous  feel  when  rubbed  betwem 
the  fingers)  was  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  shdsQh 
men  :  there  was  not  the  least  trace  of  lymph :  tfe 
uterus  was  soft  and  doughy  to  the  feel,  but  healdiy 
in  structure :  the  peritoneum,  both  -  parietal  and 
visceral,  was  very  vascular,  yet  tiie  inflammation 
did  not  extend  deeper,  the  inner  surfaoe  of  the 
intestines  was  quite  natural  in  appearance. 

This  case  with  Nos.  87  and  88  occurred  simKui* 
taneously  in  the  same  wardy  all  prectsely  of  tke 
same  character. 

No.  90. — Aged  30,  was  delivered  February  7th 
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at  4  A.M.  of  her  Ist  child,  after  9  hours*  labour. 
She  remained  quite  well  (except  that  on  admission 
she  was  labouring  under  a  severe  oough)  till  the 
morning  of  the  9th  at  S^  o'clock,  when  she  suddenly 
complained  of  pain  in  the,  abdomen  widi  tenderness 
on  pressure.  She  was  given  an  oU  draught  with 
turpentine  and  well  stuped. 

10  A^M.-^ulse  130 :  tongue  moist,  tolerd^ly 
dean :  abdomen  rather  iuU,  very  painful  on  pressure: 
draught  has  operated  freely. 

Three  dozen  leedies  to  be  applied  :  warm  bath  : 
to  have  the  calomel  and  Uppo  powders  every  2d 
hour. 

The  disease  continued  obstinately  to  run  its 
course,  and  she  died  on  the  12th  at  2  a.m. 

She  took  from  the  commencement  of  die  attack, 
171  ^ains  of  calomel,  9i  -of  opium,  and  12  of 
hippo :  the  entire  abdominal  surface  was  bUstered 
then  dressed  with  mercurial  ointment,  with  re- 
peated inunctions,  without  having  any  specific 
effect  :six  dozen  leeches  were  ^[^ied,  and  she  had 
two  warm  baths. 

No.  91. — Aged  22,  was  delivered  February  19th 
at  1^  P.M.  of  her  1st  ^ild,  after  60  hours*  labour^ 
for  the  first  40  of  whidi  the  os  uteri  was  not  more 
dilated  than  the  size  <^  a  half  crown,  Imd  the  labour 
pains  were  very  feeUe. 

9  P.M. — Was  ordered  4  grains  of  calomel  with  8 
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of  jalap:    the  bowels  had  been  acted  on   during 
labour* 

20th,  7i  A.M. — Complains  of  pain  increased  on 
pressure  in  abdomen,  which  is  full  and  rather  tense  ; 
is  very  restless  and  uneasy :  pulse  but  Utile  hurried. 

Castor  oil  and  turpentine  of  each  six  drachms  : 
diligent  stuping. 

10  A.M — Pulse  108:  oil  draught  has  not  operated: 
abdomen  full  and  tense,  very  painful  on  presaurcy 
particularly  over  uterus* 

An  injection  with  turpentine  to  be  thrown  up 
immediately :  four  dozen  leeches  over  uterine 
region :  warm  bath :  calomel  and  hippo  powders 
every  2nd  hour.     . 

4  P.M. — Bowels  once  opened :  abdomen  full  and 
tense  :  pain  somewhat  relieved  :  took^  3  powders. 

Omit  powders  :  to  have  a  scruple  of  calomel  every 
2d  hoiu*. 

9  P*M. — ^Is  at  present  sleeping,  and  has  been  so 
for  the  last  hour  :  has  taken  2  powders :  bowels  5 
^es  opened  since  morning :  drank  2  quarts* 

Continue  calomel. 
.  21st,  10  A.M. — Pulse  126;  tongue  moist,  slightly 
white  :  at  4  a.m.  the  abdomen  being  much  distended 
and  pain  very  acute,  a  blister  was  put  on :  took  8 
powders  since  last  report :  gums  slightly  if  at  all 
affected :  bowels  4  times  opened  :  drank  3  quarts  : 
slept  4  hours. 
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'    Continue  calomel. 

1.  P.M. — In  consequence  of  vomiting  setting  m; 
the  scruple  dose  after  the  3d  was  omitted,  and  the 
effervescing  mixture  with  a  little  tincture  of  opium 
given. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  130,  mofe  feeble;  abdomen  greatly- 
distended,  pain  very  acute :  vomiting  incessant,  with 
great  thirst :  bowels  constantly  acting. 

To  have  4  grains  of  calomel  with  half  a  grain  of 
opium  every  hour  till  the  stomach  and  bowels  be 
relieved. 

22nd,    10  A.M. — Pulse  altaost  imperceptible  :   is 
rapidly  sinking  :  stomach  rejects  all  drink :  took  5 
powders  :  bowels  only  twice  opened. 
'    To  have  wine  whey. 

She  expired  at  noon. 

On  dissection,  not  more  than  4  or  5  ounces  of 
bloody  serum,  without  a  particle  of  lymph,  were 
found  in  the  abdominal  cavity  :  there  was  not  much 
vascularity  of  the  intestines ;  their  mucous  coat 
was  in  several  places  covered  by  a  black  deposit, 
perhaps  the  effect  of  the  calomel,  but  its  structure  was 
in  no  wise  injured :  the  stomach  was  healthy  :  the 
uterus  itself  was  also  healthy,  but  some  pus  was 
found  in  the  fallopian  tubes  and  broad  ligaments. 

This  patient  was  52  hours  ill,  during  which  tim^ 
she  took  296  grains  of  calomel,  &c.  without  the 
system  being  affected. 

No.  92. — Aged  30,  was  delivered  February  18th 
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at  11  A.M.  of  her  2nd  child,  after.  4  hoars'  hiboar. 
She  continued  quite  well  till  2  p.m.  on  the  20th, 
when  she  was  attacked  with  ^veriiig :  her  abdo- 
men was  full :  the  Uterus  hard  and  enlarged  with 
obscure  pain  on  pressure :  she  was  directed  the 
calomel  and  hij^  powdery  every  2&d  hour. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  126;  tongue  dryish,  slightly  foul: 
abdomen  full :  uterus  as  beliMre.:  pain  on  pressure 
increased :  took  2 '  |>owder8 :.  bow^s.  '5  '  ^tim&i 
opened.  ?    ^ 

Three  dozen  leeches  to  the  abdomen :  warm  ;liaih; 
one  scruple  of  calomel  every  2nd  hour.    . 

21st»  10  A.M. — Pulse  138 :  tcmgue  more. moiety  a 
little  loaded :  abdomen  tolerably,  soft : .  uterus,  much 
enlarged,  exquisitely  sensible  to  presamrec  took  5 
powders  :  bowels  frequently  opened ;  eomplain9  of 
bad  taste  in  her  mouth  :  slept  none ;  draAk  i  quiurt : 
wishes  for  porter.  ,i. .  /  > 

Continue  calomel :  warm  bath,  to  be  folloyred  ]yy 
a  blister  to  the  entire  surface  of  the  abdomens,  to 
have  one  pint  of  porter. 

9  P.M.-^Pulse  134  :  tongue  parehed :  blister  h&^ 
risen  well:  pain  of  abdomen  still  very  distressing; 
ha3  taken  5  powders :  bowels  3  times  freed :  .guin» 
not  the  least  affected :  slept  none :  drank  4  quarta. 

Continue  calomeL 

22d,  9  A.M.-r-Pul8e  134:  tongue  dry,,  furred  j 
abdomen  much  softer,  pain  on  presuire  less.:  ikx^  ;6 
powders :  has  had  frequent  vomiting  since  3.  this 
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ttioriiitfg :  bdweld  onoe  opened :  slept  3  hours :  drank 
©^rt8/ 

CcHitiniLe  powde#B  every  3d  hour. 

8  P.M. — Pulse  138)  exceedingly  small  and  feeble : 
abdometi  iiill  and  tense :  con8td.nt  vomiting :  has 
taken  3  pte^d^s^  the  last  had- a  quarter  grain  of 
opittm  added :  bowels  3  times  lai'gely  acted  oti. 
'  Ta  have- Ao^  a  grain  of  powdered  dpium  added 
to  each  powder:  to  have  chicken  broth  and  the 
effervescing  mixture. 

23d,  lO  A jv.«*^Pnke< imperceptible:  extremities 
cold  and  clammy::  strength  Tapidly  bailing  t  took  5 
powders : :  bowels  ^frequently  opened :  abdomen  full : 
says  she  has  no  pain  on  pressure :  drank  1  quart  of 
chicken  broth :  has  had  no  vomiting  since  2  o'clock. 

To  have  wine  whey. 

She  expired  at  11  a.m,  after  an  illness  of  6Q 
hours,  during  which  time  she  took  488  grains  of 
calomeV  without  the  least  Specific  effect. 

An  examinati(m  of  the  body  could  not  be  ob- 
tained. 

No.  94. — Aged  19,  was  delivered  February  19th, 
at  2  A.M.  of  her  first  child,  after  5  hours*  labour. 
She  had  been  suffering  from  a  severe  cold  before 
admission,  hidr  tongue  was*  white  and  loaded;  Her 
bowels  were  remarkably  well  opene^^  and  she  re- 
mained easy  till  11  o'clock  the  sam^  evening,  when 
she  began  to  complain  violently  of  pain  in  the  ab- 
domen,  with   intolerance   of  pressure.      She  was 


446  FATAL  CA8B»  OP    ' 

ordered  to  be  rery  well  stuped,  and  as  slie  had 
taken  a  purgative  draught  which  had  not  operated, 
a  turpentine  injection  was  administered,  which  freed 
the  bowels  well  and  afforded  much  relief. 

20th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  108 :  slept  well  and  con- 
tinued easy  till  8  this  morning;  when  the  paiu  re- 
turned :  abdomen  soft,  full,  and  painful  on  pressure  ^ 
uterus  large  and  hard:  countenance  . annous c  is 
much  agitated. 

Four  dozen  leeches  to  the  abdomen  :  warm  bath  i 
calomel  and  hippo  powders  erery  2d  hour. 

8  P.M. — Pulse  108 :  tongue  moist  and  slimy  r 
abdomen  softer,  pain  on  pressure  less:  took  5 
powders:  bowels  have  not  acted  since  momiiig: 
feels  easy  while  remaining  undisturbed. 

Continue  powders :  occasional  stuping. 

21st,  9  A.M. — Pulse  130:  abdomen  soft:  com- 
plains little  of  pain  on  pressure :  uterus  large  and 
hard :  took  8  powders :  vomited  once :  bowels  but 
once  opened  since  the  bath :  slept  well :  gums  evi- 
dently i^ected. 

Warm  bath  immediately  :  continue  powders  after 
12  o'clock. 

8  P.M. — Pulse  132 :  uterus  much  enlarged  and 
hard  :  pain  on  pressure  very  acute  :  abdomen  soft ; 
bowels  twice  opened :  took  3  powders  :  an  eruption 
has  appeared  over  the  arms  and  chest,  in  distinot 
red  spots,  consid^ably  elevated  :  slept  none  :  drank 
1  pint 
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Coniinue  powders  :  abdomen  to  be  covered  with 
a  blister. 

22d,  9  A.M. — Pulse  132,  more  feeble  :  blister  has 
risen  well :  complains  of  much  distress  in  her  breath-* 
ing,  with  cough :  eruption  more  extensive,  now 
covering  the  legs  and  thighs :  dozed  frequently : 
stomach  constantly  rejects  fluids,  and  bowels  act 
repeatedly :  gums  considerably  more  afiected. 

Omit  powders :  to  have  4  grains  of  calomel  every 
2d  hour. 

8  P.M. — Pulse  so  feeble  cannot  be  counted  dis- 
tinctly :  abdomen  ftill  but  not  tense  :  pain  on  pres- 
sure considerable :  breathing  extremely  laboured 
and  quick :  took  6  powders :  frequent  vomiting : 
eruption  continues  to  spread:  was  ordered  some 
porter,  which  her  stomach  rejects. 

To  have  chicken  broth  and  wine  whey  at  plea- 
sure :  repeat  powders. 

23d,  9  A.M. — She  expired  at  5  o^clock  this  morning. 

On  dissection  a  considerable  quantity  of  straw* 
coloured  serimi  was  found  in  the  abdominal  cavity 
mixed  with  lymph :  the  peritoneum,  both  parietal 
and  visceral,  was  very  vascular :  uterus  healthy : 
there  was  not  any  effiision  into  the  thorax. 

No.  95. — Aged  36,  was  delivereAFebruary  19th, 
at  6  A.M.  of  her  8th  child,  after  a  labour  of  one 
hour.  She  was  seized  in  the  evening  of  the  same 
day  at  1  li  o'clock,  with  slight  pain  in  the  abdomen, 
and  tenderness  on  pressure  :  had  taken  4  grains  of 
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calomel,  with  8  of  jalap* some  botnrft  after  deliTeky, 
followed  by  black  bottle,  which  not  having  operittod 
freely/  a  turpentine  injection  wafi'  now  mdetedt  with 
frequent  stuping.  The  pain  *  iiiereased  rapidly^ 
and  in  half  an  hour  was  exta[«emely  acute, '  though 
the  injection  had  acted  most  satisfactoril;^ . 

Foiu*  dozen  leeches  to  be  applied:  diligent  stupes. 

20th,  6  A.M. — Pulse  120  feeble:  wns  tnueh  re- 
liered  by  the  leeches  and  stupes:  slept  toleMidy 
till  now,  when  she  was  again  seized  with"  ainite 
pain  in  tiie  abdomen,  and  great  tenderness.' 

To  have  six  dradhms  of  castor  'oil^  witik  as  inuch 
oil  of  turpentine :  to  be  well  stiq)ed :  when  bowels 
act,  to  take  5  grains  of  calomel  and  a  quarter  grain 
of  opium  every  hour :  to  have  a  wsirm  bath  at  8 
o'clock,  in  which  she  is  to  remain  as  long  as  ngtee- 
able  :  the  whole  abdomen  to  be  then  blistered. 

9  A.M. — Pulse  120,  so  feeble  can  scarteely  be  felt, 
cannot  be  distinguished  in  tibe  left  wrist :  abdo&en 
tolerably  soft  but  ftill:  pain  very  acute:  was  very 
wedt  after  die  bath,  but  felt  somewhat  Relieved: 
boWeld  not  free :  countenance  sunk. 

A  turpentine  injection  immediately:  contihue 
pills  every  2d  hour. 

9  p:m.— Pulse  130,  with  diffictilty  distinguish^Ie : 
blister  has  risen  well :  bowels  not  opened  sitide  11 
A.M. :  took  5  pitls  :  slept  none  :  drank  1  qualrt. 

A  turpentine  injection:  continue  pillSirwiiife 
negus.  •  -    V 
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21  sty:  10  A.M.-~Pulse  imperceptible;  abdomen 
softy  Utile  painM  on  pressure ;  bowels  acted  6 
times  ;  drank  4  quarts ;  constant  vomiting ;  slept 
none :  strength  failing. 

Wine  whey  and  chicken  broth  at  pleasure. 

She  died  a  few  minutes  after  1 1  o'clock,  aft;er  an 
illness  of  36  hours. 

On  dissection  not  more  than  2  or  3  ounces  of 
bloody  serum  were  found  in  the  abdominal  cavity, 
without  any  lymph:  the  serous  membrane  ex- 
hibited little  if  any  vascularity  ;  chest  healthy ;  no 
other  morbid  appearances.  She  was  a  poor  starved 
creature. 

No,  96, — Aged  18,  was  delivered  February  1 1th, 
at  11  P.M.,  of  her  1st  child,  after  6  hours'  labour. 
She  was  brought  to  Hospital,  a  distance  of  20  miles 
on  a  common  car,  and  had  been  in  a  bad  state  of 
health  during  her  pregnancy.  She  remained  quite 
well  after  delivery  till  3  a.m.  on  the  14th,  when  she 
was  suddenly  seized  with  pain  in  the  abdomen, 
which  was  exquisitely  sensible  to  pressure  :  pulse 
1 32  :  her  bowels  had  been  well  acted  on  the  preced- 
ing day  by  castor  oil. 

To  have  a  draught  of  castor  oil  with  oil  of  turpen- 
tine :  four  dozen  leedies  to  the  abdomen,  followed 
by  a  warm  bath. 

9  A.M. — Pulse  132 ;  tongue  moist  and  clean ; 
rejected  the  draught;  abdomen  soft;  pain  on 
pressure  not  relieved ;  stomach  now  quiet. 
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21st,  *)  P.M. — Pulse  134;  tongue  moist  but 
loaded ;  complains  of  no  distress ;  abdomen  full 
but  soft  and  free  from  uneasiness  on  pressure. 

One  scruple  of  calomel  every  3d  hour, 

22d,  !>  A.M. — Pulse  134  ;  abdomen  very  hard  and 
rather  full ;  took  3  powders  ;  bowels  twice  scantily 
opened.  At  5  a.m.  four  dozen  leeches  were  applied 
to  the  abdomen  which  was  then  very  tender,  fol- 
lowed by  a  warm  bath  with  much  reUef.  An  oil 
draught  with  turpentine  was  at  the  same  time  given, 
which  was  rejected ;  the  bowels  have,  however,  been 
well  acted  upon  since  ;  slept  tolerably. 

Continue  calomel. 

H  P.M. — Pulse  134,  rather  feeble;  tongue  moist 
and  clean ;  abdomen  much  softer,  still  painful  on 
pressure  ;  look  7  powders  ;  bowels  ten  times  opened ; 
vomited  once ;  has  been  very  quiet  the  greater  part 
of  the  day  ;  drank  4  quarts. 

Warm  bath  ;  continue  talomcl- 

23d,  i)  A.M. — Pulse  132,  more  feeble;  abdomen 
full  and  rather  tense;  took  5  powders;  bowels  six 
times  acted  on ;  complains  of  her  teeth  and  gums 
being  sore  ;  has  no  pain  on  pressure,  but  feels  ex- 
tremely weak ;  vomited  3  times ;  drank  3  quarts  ; 
slept  2  hours. 

Two  ounces  of  port  wine  every  3d  hour ;  chjcien 
broth  at  pleasure, 

H  P.M. — Pulse  almost  imperceptible ;  abdomen 
tolerably  soft  and  free  from  pain ;  breathing  hnrrietl; 
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nxid  hard ;  pain  very  distressing  on  the  least  pres- 
sure ;  took  4  powders  ;  bowels  4  times  opened ;  slept 
4  hours ;  drank  2  quarts. 

Three  dozen  leeches  to  the  abdomen ;  warm 
bath ;  abdomen  to  be  covered  with  a  blister  when 
taken  out  of  the  bath ;  leech  bites  to  be  protected 
with  thin  muslin ;  continue  powders. 

15th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  130  ;  tongue  moist  and  clean; 
abdomen  soft;  pain  on  pressure  considerably  re- 
lieved ;  bowels  frequently  opened  ;  took  6  powders ; 
slept  5  hours ;  drank  3  pints ;  feels  easier. 

Omit  powders ;  calomel  and  opium  pills  instead ; 
blister  to  be  dressed  at  12  o'clock. 

8  P.M. — Pulse  120  ;  abdomen  soft  ;  feels  no  pain 
even  on  pressure,  except  from  blister ;  took  5  pills ; 
bowels  4  times  freed ;  slept  6  hours ;  drank  3 
quarts ;  feels  easy. 

Continue  pills. 

16th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  126 ;  abdomen  rather  full 
but  soft ;  does  not  complain  of  pain  on  pressure ; 
bowels  have  not  been  opened  but  by  the  assistance 
of  injections ;  took  6  pills  ;  gums  evidently  affected ; 
at  2  this  morning  she  was  seized  with  pain  darting 
from  the  stomach  towards  the  spine;  two  dozen 
leeches  and  stupes  were  then  ordered,  from  which 
she  experienced  much  relief;  slept  2  hours  ;  drank 
%4f\iarts. 
mk^-j  Tq  have  3  drachms  of  castor  oil,  with  as  much 
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strengdi  rapidly  smking ;  took  8  ounces  of  wine  and 
a  pint  of  chicken  broth ;  drank  3  quarts  of  whey ; 
vomited  frequently ;  bowels  3  times  opened. 

Continue  wine  and  broth. 

24th,  9  A.M. — She  died  at  5  this  mormi^. 

On  dissection  about  one  pint  of  straw-ooloilred 
fluid  mixed  with  purulent  matter  and  lymph,  was 
found  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen ;  the  intestinal 
peritoneum  seemed  as  if  injected  with  vermilHon ; 
the  ovaries  were  enlarged  and  softened  in  stm^ 
ture,  and  the  faUopian  tubes  contained  some  purulent 
matter ;  the  uterus  itself  was  healthy. 

This  patient  was  56  hours  ill,  during  which  she 
took  300  grains  of  calomel  without  the  gums  being 
visibly  affected. 

No.  99. — Aged  21,  was  delivered  on  the  13th, 
at  3  A.M.,  of  her  1st  child,  after  a  labour  of  24 
hours  ;  both  her  eyes  were  bruised  and  black  from 
fighting  before  admission. 

14th. — Was  suddenly  seized  with  acute  pain  in 
the  abdomen  a  few  minutes  before  9  this  morning ; 
at  present  her  pulse  is  114;  tongue  moist  and  dean ; 
abdomen  much  distended ;  very  painful  on  pressure. 

To  have  six  drachms  of  castor  oil  with  as  much 
oil  of  turpentine ;  four  dozen  leeches  to  the  ab- 
domen, followed  by  a  warm  bath ;  when  her  bowels 
have  been  acted  on,  to  have  the  calomel  and  hippo 
powders  every  2d  hour. 

8  P.M. — Pulse  126;  abdomen  soft;  uterus  large 
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hard ;  pain  very  distressing  on  the  least  pres- 
sure ;  took  4  powders  ;  bowels  4  times  opened ;  slept 
4  hours ;  drank  2  quarts. 

Three  dozen  leeches  to  the  abdomen ;  warm 
bath  'y  abdomen  to  be  covered  with  a  blister  when 
taken  out  of  the  bath ;  leech  bites  to  be  protected 
with  thin  muslin ;  continue  powders. 

15th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  130  ;  tongue  moist  and  clean; 
abdomen  soil;  pain  on  pressure  considerably  re- 
lieved ;  bowels  frequently  opened  ;  took  6  powders ; 
slept  5  hours ;  drank  3  pints ;  feels  easier. 

Omit  powders ;  calomel  and  opium  pills  instead ; 
blister  to  be  dressed  at  12  o'clock. 

8  P.M. — Pulse  120  ;  abdomen  soft  ;  feels  no  pain 
even  on  pressure,  except  from  blister ;  took  5  pills ; 
bowels  4  times  freed ;  slept  6  hours ;  drank  3 
quarts ;  feels  easy. 

Continue  pills. 

16th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  126 ;  abdomen  rather  full 
but  soft ;  does  not  complain  of  pain  on  pressure ; 
bowels  have  not  been  opened  but  by  the  assistance 
of  injections ;  took  6  pills  ;  gums  evidently  affected ; 
at  2  this  morning  she  was  seized  with  pain  darting 
from  the  stomach  towards  the  spine;  two  dozen 
leeches  and  stupes  were  then  ordered,  from  which 
she  experienced  much  relief;  slept  2  hours  ;  drank 
3  quarts. 

To  have  3  drachms  of  castor  oil,  with  as  muck 
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tincture  of  jalap,  and  an  injection  in  an  hour  after  $ 
pills  to  be  repeated  vhen  the  bowels  act ;  oontinne 
stupes  ;  to  have  a  warm  bath,  followed  by  a  blister 
between  the  shoulders. 

9  P-M. — Pulse  130 ;  abdomen  very  fuU  and  tense; 
bowels  repeatedly  opened;  stools  involuntary; 
breathing  difficult,  with  tendency  to  hiccough ;  com- 
plains of  darting  pains  in  every  part  of  the  abest ; 
took  6  piUs ;  gums  more  spongy ;  slept  1  hoar ; 
drank  2  quarts. 

To  have  a  blister  applied  to  each  side  of  thorax ; 
pills  to  be  continued,  and  abdomen  stuped. 

17th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  130;  abdomen  softer;  no 
pain  on  pressure ;  breathes  with  much  difficulty ; 
complains  of  stitches  in  the  chest ;  took  6  pills  ;  had 
frequent  retching  since  5  o'clock ;  bowels  repeatedly 
opened ;  slept  none. 

Pills  to  be  given  every  hour  ;  diligent  stuping  ; 
blistered  surface  to  be  dressed  with  mercurial  oint- 
pent. 

9  P.M. — Pulse  so  feeble  cannot  be  numbered; 
abdomen  ftdl,  but  not  hard ;  no  pmn  on  pressure  ; 
took  8  pills ;  breathing  difficult ;  strength  sinking 
rapidly ;  slept  frequently. 

Continue  pills  and  stupes. 

18th,  9  A.M. — She  died  at  10  last  night. 

On  dissection,  extensive  effusion  of  a  seropiirol^nt 
fluid  was  found  in  both  the  abdominal  and  thoracic 


PUERPERAL  FE¥IR.  456 

cavities^  with  a  copious  deposit  of  lymph.  The 
intestines  were  very  vascular  and  greatly  distended 
with  air  ;  the  uterus  was  healthy. 

No.  100. — Aged  17,  was  delivered  on  the  16th, 
at  8  P.M.  of  her  1st  child,  after  a  labour  of  8  hours. 
Her  pulse  continued  quick ;  she  was  anxious  and 
watchful  and  slept  badly;  her  bowels  were  par- 
ticularly attended  to;  her  abdomen  was  quite 
soft,  but  rather  full.  She  was  diligently  watched, 
and  continued  in  the  state  mentioned  till  ^  past  2 
P.M.  on  the  17th,  with  acute  pain  in  the  uterine 
region,  impatient  of  the  least  pressure.  The 
disease  from  this  period  ran  a  most  obstinate  course, 
and  proved  fatal  at  6  a.m.  on  the  2l8t. 

From  the  time  of  the  attack  till  death,  she  took 
268  grains  of  calomel,  and  14  grains  of  opium. 
Mercurial  inunction  was  diligently  used;  she  had 
four  dozen  leeches  applied  to  the  abdomen,  followed 
by  a  blister ;  had  two  warm  baths  with  sedulous 
stuping.  The  mercury  had  no  effect  whatever  on 
the  mouth.     She  was  an  unmarried  woman. 

On  dissection,  a  large  quantity  of  thick  seropuru- 
lent  fluid  was  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 
A  fluid  similar  in  appearance,  but  not  so  thick  nor 
in  such  quantity,  was  found  in  the  thorax;  the 
entire  contents  of  both  cavities  and  their  parietes 
were  coated  with  lymph  and  very  vascular.  A 
considerable  quantity  of  calomel  was  found  in  the 
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stomachy  the  internal  coat  of  which  was  extremely 
vascular. 

■ 

No.  102. — Aged  22,  was  delivered  March  31st| 
at  2  A.M.,  of  her  Ist  child,  after  a  labour  of  6  hours. 
Her  pulse  from  the  time  of  delivery  was  hurriedr 
and  her  tongue  foul.  The  bowels  were  well  acted 
upon,  and  she  remained  easy  till  the  morning  after 
delivery,  when  she  complained  of  some  pain  in  the 
head ;  pulse  130  ;  eyes  suffused. 

Eighteen  leeches  were  ordered  to  the  temples, 
and  a  table-spoonful  of  the  following  mixture  to  be 
taken  every  half  hour  : — 

9i  Aquae  Pulegii  J  viii. 
Tart.  Emet.  gr.  iv. 
Trae.  Opii  gtts.  xx. 

April  1st,  10  P.M. — Pulse  120;  tongue  dryish; 
abdomen  rather  full,  but  free  from  pain  ;  bowels  5 
times  opened ;  slept  well ;  took  the  entire  of  the 
mixture ;  pain  in  temples  nearly  removed. 

Repeat  mixture  in  the  proportion  of  6  grains  to 
8  ounces  ;  abdomen  to  be  well  stuped. 

2d,  9  A.M. — Pulse  100  ;  was  seized  this  morning  at 
5  o'clock  with  considerable  pain  in  the  abdomen ; 
slept  well  in  the  early  part  of  the  night,  and  the 
bowels  acted  freely ;  has  been  very  well  stuped,  sidll 
pressure,  particularly  over  the  uterus,  causes  muc^ 
distress. 

Four  dozen  leeches  to  be  immediately  applied : 
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warm  bath }  omit  tartar  emetic  mixtare ;  to  have  one 
scruple  of  calomel  every  3d  hour. 
^  5  p.M— ^Polse  132 ;  abdomen  fiiU ;  pain  on  pres- 
sure very  acute;  took  3  powders;  bowels  once 
partially  opened;  slept  frequently  since  bath; 
drank  1  pint. 

Three  dozen  leeches  to  be  applied ;  abdomen  to 
be  then  well  stuped,  and  afterwards  covered  with  a 
blister :  powders  every  2d  hour. 

3d,  9  A.M — Pulse  114;  tongue  moist,  tolerably 
dean ;  abdomen  full  but  not  tense  ;  pain  on  pres- 
sure considerably  less ;  took  7  powders  ;  bowels  4 
times  opened ;  gums  seem  slightly  affected ;  slept 
well ;  drank  3  quarts  ;  blister  has  not  risen  well  on 
lower  part  of  abdomen  in  consequence  of  a  collection 
of  blood  from  the  leech  bites. 

Continue  calomel ;  blister  to  lower  part  of 
abdomen. 

8  p.M — Pulse  126;  abdomen  fuU  but  soft;  ex- 
treme pain  on  pressure  ;  took  5  powders  ;  bowels  3 
times  opened ;  slept  none ;  drank  3  quarts ; 
countenance  anxious  and  distressed. 

Continue  calomel. 

4th,  9  A.M. — Pulse  1 32,  feeble  ;  abdomen  full  but 
not  very  tense,  most  acutely  painful  on  pressure  ; 
took  6  powders ;  bowels  once  opened ;  drank  1 
pint ;  slept  none  ;  breathing  hurried  and  difficult ; 
countenance  anxious ;  gums  considerably  affected. 

Continue  powders  with  half  a  grain  of  opium  in 
each. 
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8  VM.  Pdke  inperoeiicible  ;  iituMilhi  cold  asd 
cUminy  ;  sfarengdi  rapidly  faflmg  ;  took  5  powdos ; 
boweb  twice  opened ;  slept  none  ;  dnnk  a  pint  of 
porter  and  a  cap  of  diidLen  brodu 

Porter  and  broth  to  be  giTen  at  jdeanre. 

She  died  in  two  hours  after  last  visit ;  she  had 
taken  520  grains  of  calomel  during  het  illiiefia. 

On  dissection,  the  peritooenm  was  every  where 
found  extremely  vascular,  widi  a  eonsideraUe 
quantity  of  fluid  effused,  and  an  extensive  d^K>- 
sition  of  lymph ;  the  ovaries  were  mudh  enlarged 
and  of  a  solid  consistence ;  there  were  no  other 
morbid  appearances. 

No.  103.— *  Aged  25,  was  delivered  March  18th 
at  1  A.M.  of  her  Ist  child  after  5  hours'  labour. 
Sh()  wan  ati  unmarried  woman  from  the  country, 
and  WIU4  formed  into  hospital  knowing  the  fever  was 
At  tlu)  tiino  prevalent.  From  the  period  of  delivery 
nho  Htuunrd  extremely  anxious  and  dejected  ;  slept 
littlo,  and  her  pulse  was  seldom  less  than  120. 
'Hioro  WRH  no  local  distress,  still  the  abdo- 
\wn  WHH  full  and  unnatural  to  the  touch.  The 
tnont  Horupulous  attention  was  paid  to  her  bowels, 
tnd  the  medicines  acted  satisfactorily.     She  con- 


•  Tho  tevoiml  Noiu  attached  to  the  fatal  cases  of   puerperal 
fevert  kave  rcforonco  to  tho  general  table  on  women  dying  in 

the  Hospital. 

The  Nos.  attach(Hi  to  Uio  cases  detailed  in  the  section  on 
women  dyiog  1^*^^  Uhowiso  refcrcncc  to  the  same  table. 
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tinued  in  this  state  till  the  evening  of  the  20th, 
when  pressure  evidently  caused  much  distress,  still 
she  would  not  acknowledge  it ;  her  countenance  was 
pale  and  anxious ;  pulse  1 26. 

Three  dozen  leeches  were  ordered  to  the  abdo- 
Inen,  with  diligent  stuping,  and  a  scruple  of  calomel 
every  3d  hour. 

From  this  time  the  distress  became  more  urgent, 
aad  she  died  at  7  p.m.  on  the  23d. 

From  10  p.m.  on  the  20th,  the  period  at  which 
the  least  pain  of  the  abdomen  could  be  discovered, 
she  had  taken  330  grains  of  calomel  and  10  grains 
of  opium,  besides  leeching,  warm  baths,  stuping  and 
blistering.  For  48  hours  previous  to  death  she  was 
extremly  feeble,  and  was  given  wine,  porter,  and 
chicken  broth  in  considerable  quantity.  The  mer- 
cury had  no  effect  whatever  on  the  mouth. 

On  dissection,  a  large  quantity  of  seropurulent 
fluid  was  found  in  the  abdominal  cavity ;  the  intes- 
tines were  vascular  and  in  many  places  adherent ; 
lymph  was  also  largely  deposited ;  the  uterus  was 
vascular  externally,  but  when  cut  into  appeared 
healthy;  very  slight  effusion  had  taken  place 
into  the  chest,  of  a  fluid  exhibiting  the  eanious 
character.* 

*  For  seven  additional  cases  see  pages>  181,  78  and  182« 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  STILL-BORN  CHILDREN. 

* 

The  consideration  of  this  subject,  although  one  of 
vast  extent  and  importance,  has  been  it  must  be 
regretted  much  neglected  by  all  the  best  writers  on 
midwifery ;  nor  do  I  know  of  any  extensive  record 
as  to  the  probable  cause  of  death  under  such  cir- 
cumstances. It  is  difficult  to  assign  a  reason  why 
so  great  a  proportion  of  still-born  children  arq 
expelled  in  a  putrid  state.  Where  the  labour  is 
very  protracted,  the  cause  is  obvious ;  but  in  the 
great  majority  of  such  instances  this  is  not  found  to 
be  the  case,  as  the  general  table  here  given  clearly 
shews  ;  nor  is  the  child  born  putrid  in  the  greater 
number  of  tedious  labours.*  We  have  no  doubt, 
from  the  most  attentive  observation,  the  cause  of 
death  of  the  child  in  utero,  is  in  numerous  instances 
owing  to  a  venereal  taint  in  the  mother's  co^sti- 
tution,  from  the  husband  in  all  probability  having 
been  imperfectly  cured  of  this  disease  previous  to 
marriage,  yet  the  mother  at  the  time  may  not  have 
any  marked  symptom  of  syphilis.  In  the  Hospital 
we  have  had  repeated  opportunities  of  witnessing 

*  In  the  brute  speciesi  the  birth  of  their  young  in  a  putrid 
condition  is,  I  believe,  very  rarely  met  with. 
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such  cases,  where  no  doubt  could  exist  as  to  the 
mother  being  affected  as  above  described,  and  in 
which  the  best  effects  resulted  from  putting  both 
husband  and  wife  through  a  slight  mercurial  course. 
When  the  child's  death  follows  on  this  cause,  it  is 
expelled  in  most  cases  prematurely.  We  have 
known  several  instances  of  females  having  given 
birth  to  4,  5,  or  6  putrid  premature  children,  who 
after  the  mercurial  treatment  had  been  adopted 
gave  birth  to  living  children.* 

Of  the  16,654  children  born  in  the  Hospital 
during  my  residence,  1121  were  still-born;  five 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  of  these  were  putrid^ 
of  which  257  were  males ;  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  of  the  1121  were  expelled  prematurely,  viz. 
one  at  the  3d  month ;  eight  at  the  4th  ;  thirty-three 
at  the  5th ;  seventy  at  the  6th ;  one  hundred  and 
two  at  the  7th ;  and  seventy-nine  at  the  8th  month. 
Sixty-two  of  the  premature  children  were  not 
putrid,  and  146  of  the  293  were  males.  Six 
hundred  and  fourteen  of  the  1121  still-born  were 
males.  Four  hundred  and  sixty  of  the  1121  were 
first  children,  of  which  252  were  males. 

I  shall  now  with  as  much  brevity  as  possible,  state 

*  In  the  4th  vol.  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Association  of 
Members  of  the  King  and  Queen's  College  of  Physicians  of 
Dublin,  some  most  interesting  observations  are  recorded  by  an 
"  experienced  physician/Vpo  a  species  of  premature  labour  to 
which  pregnant  women  are  not  unfrequently  liable. 

In  reply  to  the  above,  will  be  found  in  the  same  vol.  several 
instructive  cases  by  the  late  Dr.  Beatty. 
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the  circumgtances  connected  with  the  delivery  of  such 
diildren  as  were  stiU-bom,  owing  to  any  peculiarity 
or  difficulty  in  the  labour.  By  reference  to  the 
Obsenrations  on  Twins,  Convulsions,  Haemorrhages^ 
Rupture  of  the  Uterus  or  Vagina,  Prolapsus  of  the 
Funis,  Retention  of  the  Placenta,  Presentations  of 
the  Breech,  Feet,  Shoulder  or  Arm,  and  Face,  the 
history  of  387  of  the  1121  still-bom  will  be  found 
recorded  with  considerable  minuteness ;  many  ci 
these  however  were  born  putrid. 

In  one  hundred  and  six  of  the  1121  the  labour 
was  extremely  severe,  and  in  nearly  half  of  these 
the  patients  had  been  one^  twoj  three  days  ill^ 
or  even  more,  before  admission  into  hoq)ital,  and 
most  of  them  grossly  mismanaged. 

I  shall  give  a  short  outline  of  such  of  &ese  106 
cases  as  possessed  most  interest;  to  record  the 
entire  would  occupy  too  much  space,  and  as  there 
was  a  great  similarity  in  many  of  them,  these  will 
serve  as  examples  of  the  whole. 

No.  45 — Was  a  strong  muscular  woman  in  labour 
of  her  1st  child.  She  was  during  her  illness 
greatly  excited,  at  times  amounting  almost  to  a 
slight  convulsion.  The  os  uteri  was  thick  and  not 
disposed  to  dilate  freely,  although  uterine  action 
was  very  strong.  She  was  17  hours  in  labour, 
during  which  she  was  bled  twice  to  the  amount  of 
twenty  ounces  each  time,  apparently  with  con- 
siderable benefit. 

^o.  49. — Was  48  hours  in  labour  of  her   1st 
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child ;  having  made  no  progress  for  the  last  24 
hours,  the  pulse  becoming  extremely  quick  with 
great  general  debility,  the  head  was  lessened  and 
delivery  effected  with  the  crotchet  Copsiderable 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  the  head 
through  the  pelvis  in  consequence  of  the  hand 
having  descended  with  it. 

No.  56. — Was  a  diminutive  woman  much  deformed, 
had  been  twice  force^^ielivered  in  this  hospital,  as 
from  the  size  of  the  pelvis  it  was  impossible  for  a 
child  to  pass  entire ;  even  after  the  bones  of  the 
head  were  completely  broken  down,  much  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  completing  the  delivery. 

No.  99* — See  particulars  in  Observations  on 
Sloughing  of  Urethra,  No.  1. 

No.  126. — Was  sent  to  hospital  a  distance  of  12 
miles,  on  Tuesday,  September  25th,  at  4  p.m.  in 
labour  of  her  4th  child,  reported  to  have  been  ill 
firom  the  Saturday  previous.  Her  pulse  was  120 ; 
her  tongue  loaded. 

On  examination  a  large  tumour  was  found  in  the 
vagina,  which  was  discovered  to  be  the  distended 
bladder  pushed  down  before  the  head  of  the  child ; 
the  catheter  was  passed  and  the  urine  removed,  on 
which  the  tumour  nearly  disappeared.  A  purgative 
was  then  administered,  followed  by  an  injection ; 
the  uterus  continued  to  act  with  considerable  force 
at  intervals  from  her  admission  till  10  p.m.  yet  the 
labour   made  no  progress.      It  was  then   thought 
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expedient  to  deliver  her  in  consequence  of  the 
high  state  of  fever  and  debility  she  was  labouring 
under.  The  head  was  lessened  and  delivery 
effected  by  the  crotchet.  She  was  dismissed  well 
October  the  6th. 

No.  150. — Was  48  hours  in  labour  in  the  Hos- 
pital, the  waters  having  been  discharged  a  consider- 
able time  before  admission.  For  several  hours 
after  she  came  in  the  labour  pains  were  neither 
severe  nor  frequent ;  however,  the  uterus  afterwards 
acted  well,  and  the  head  was  forced  so  low  as  to 
cause  the  scalp  nearly  to  protrude,  when  it  remained 
stationary  for  12  hours.  The  ear  could  be  dis- 
tinctly felt  next  the  pubes,  and  there  was  sufficient 
room  towards  the  sacrum  to  admit  the  introduction 
of  the  forceps  with  ease,  yet  in  the  transverse 
direction  of  the  outlet  there  was  evidently  a  diminu- 
tion in  size.  It  was  thought,  however,  as  the  head 
was  so  low,  by  gentle  assistance  it  might  be  got 
down;  no  force,  notwithstanding,  consistent  with 
safety  was  found  sufficient.  As  the  patient's 
strength  was  rapidly  sinking,  and  the  abdomen  had 
become  tender  on  pressure,  delivery  was  accom- 
plished by  lessening  the  head. 

No.  1 73. — Was  delivered  with  the  crotchet  after 
64  hours'  labour,  having  made  no  progress  for  the 
last  24 ;  the  child  was  evidently  dead,  and  the 
pressure  on  the  urethra  was  very  severe.  When 
brought  away  it  was  found  large  and  putrid.     This 
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woman  died  on  the  13th  day  after  delivery.  On 
dissection  a  stricture  of  the  intestine  was  found 
immediately  above  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon ; 
several  adhesions  were  observed  between  the  liver 
and  colon,  apparently  of  old  standing.  In  both 
cavities  of  the  thorax  extensive  effusion  had  taken 
place»  with  a  considerable  deposition  of  Ijonph  ;  the 
lungs  were  firmly  adherent.  The  heart  was  ex- 
tremely large  and  gorged  with  blood,  its  parietes 
were  thickened.  The  uterus  was  perfectly  healthy 
and  well  contracted;  the  pelvis  was  considerably 
diminished  in  size,  in  consequence  of  a  projection 
of  the  last  lumbar  vertebra. 

No.  209. — Was  admitted  reported  to  have  been 
fmLT  days  in  labour,  and  attended  by  a  midwife  ;  the 
uterus  continued  to  act  strongly,  yet  after  waiting 
1 1  hours  the  labour  made  no  progress,  and  as  there 
was  no  doubt  the  child  was  dead,  the  head  was 
lessened.  Many  of  the  bones  were  removed  before 
the  delivery  could  be  completed;  the  child  was 
lu^ge  and  putrid. 

No.  210. — A  woman  of  a  most  fretful  and  anxious 
disposition  was  admitted,  February  17,  to  be  con- 
fined of  her  first  child.  On  the  night  of  the  18th 
she  complained  of  pain  and  uneasiness,  which  she 
supposed  was  her  labour,  yet  there  was  no  dilatation 
of  the  OS  uteri ;  the  next  day  she  still  complained  of 
some  uneasiness,  but  slept  the  entire  x>f  that  night. 
On  the  morning  of  the  20th  the  pain  and  uneasiness 

2  H 


466  OBSERVATIONS   ON 

returned  in  a  more  urgent  form,  and  she  expressed 
herself  as   suffering  the  most  acute   distress,   still 
there  was  no  dilatation  of  the  mouth  of  the  womb ; 
it  was  quite  thin  and  lax,  and  the  head  was  low  in 
the  pelvis ;   the  waters  had  been  dribbling  away 
from  the  time  she  was  admitted.     The  pain  eon-* 
tinued  during  the  night ;  the  following  morning  at 
9  A.M.  the  OS  uteri  was  dilated  to  the  size  of  half  a 
crown,  but  the  pains  had  not  assumed  a  bearing 
down  character.     She  had  frequent  pains   during 
the  day,  and  the  succeeding  night  had  intervals  of 
ease,  but  slept  little.     On  the  22d  the  pains  still 
continued,  yet  the  head  made  no  progress,  and  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  was  very  little  more  dilated. 
From  this  time  till  the  following  morning,  the  23d9 
the  uterus  continued  to  act  imperfectly ;   the  labour 
notwithstanding  made  very  considerable  progress, 
the  OS  uteri  being  now  tolerably  well  dilated,  except 
towards  the  pubes,  where  it  still  covered  the  head 
of  the  child.     The  pelvis  felt  of  sufficient  size  to 
allow  the  head  to  pass,  and  all  that  seemed  wanting 
to  effect  this  was  that  the  pains  should  become  ex- 
pulsive.    The  bowels  from  the  commencement  had 
been  attended  to  with  much  care,  and  the  abdomen 
was  quite  free  from  pain  on  pressure.     The  pulse 
after  this  became  hurried,  breathing  difficult,  ae- 
companied  with  great   anxiety  and    consideraUe 
debility.     It  was  now  thought  advisable  to  admims*- 
ter  an  opiate  to  procure  rest,  in  the  hope  that  the 
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uterus  would  act  with  more  effect  afterwards. 
Thirty-five  drops  of  tincture  of  opium  with  three 
drachms  of  castor  oil  were  giyen,  followed  by  quiet 
rest  till  the  evening.  At  8  p.m.  she  was  easy,  had 
little  or  no  labour  pain  and  took  some  gruel.  An 
hour  afterwards  she  was  seized  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  of  breathing,  amounting  almost  to  suffoca- 
tion, accompanied  by  considerable  debility ;  the 
pulse  was  scarcely  to  be  felt,  and  the  extremities 
cold.  On  examination  the  head  was  found  in  the 
same  situation  as  in  the  morning,  and  had  it  not 
been  that  the  mouth  of  the  womb  still  remained 
over  it  next  the  pubes,  an  attempt  would  have  been 
made  to  deliver  with  the  forceps.  The  head  was 
immediately  lessened,  and  almost  every  bone  re- 
moved before  it  could  be  delivered ;  and  even  after 
it  was  brought  down,  much  exertion  was  required 
to  free  the  shoulders  and  body.  The  child  was 
large,  and  the  abdomen  somewhat  distended  with  air. 

The  mother  seemed  at  this  time  almost  lifeless, 
having  lost  the  power  of  swallowing.  The  hand 
was  introduced  into  the  uterus,  which  was  quite 
relaxed,  the  placenta  was  gently  removed,  and  the 
patient  expired  immediately. 

On  dissection  the  uterus  was  found  healthy,  but 
badly  contracted,  containing  a  small  quantity  of 
coagulated  blood ;  the  intestines  were  in  the  highest 
state  of  congestion,  and  there  was  about  a  pint  of 
fluid  in   tbe  abdomin^  cayity»''witb  portions  of 
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^were  discharged  involuntarily,  and  she  died  the  4th 

^d&y  after  admission. 

^  ■  No.  303. — Was  admitted,  reported  to  have  been 
Uiree  daya  in  labour  of  her  first  child ;  the  head  was 
low  and  firmly  fixed  in  the  pelvis ;  the  bladder 
greatly  distended  with  urine,  haWng  been  retained 
for  30  hours ;  pulse  1 40 ;  tongue  dry  and  white. 
The  catheter  was  passed  and  three  pints  of  urine 
removed.  As  the  abdomen  was  free  from  pain,  it 
was  thought  advisable  to  watch  the  effect  of  uterine 
action  for  some  time.  After  waiting  five  hours, 
during  which  the  pains  were  pretty  brisk  at  intervals, 
still  the  head  made  no  advance,  it  was  lessened  and 
brought  away  with  the  crotchet.  There  was 
considerable  exertion  required  to  get  down  the 
shoulders,  the  abdomen  was  much  distended  with 
air,  the  consequence  of  putrefaction.  She  died  on 
the  4th  day  from  delivery. 

No.  425. — Was  58  hours  in  labour,  for  the  last 
24  of  which  the  head  made  no  progress,  although 
the  pains  were  strong  during  the  greater  part  of 
that  time.  As  the  ear  was  within  reach  of  the 
Bnger,  the  forceps  were  introduced,  but  no  force 
consiittent  with  safety  was  of  the  least  service. 
The  head  was  then  lessened  and  delivery  accom- 
))lt8hed  with  the  crotchet. 

No,    44 1 . — Was  very  much  deformed    and  the 
pelvis  defective ;  the  face  was  turned  towards  the 
,  she  was  delivered  with  the  crotchet. 
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ooagulable  lymph  in  different  parts,  seemingly  the 
effects  of  inflammation  previous  to  kbour.  On 
opening  the  chest,  the  lungs  were  observed  to 
adhere  so  firmly  as  to  require  the  knife  in  many 
places  to  separate  them.  Nothing  was  discovered 
to  account  for  the  suddenness  of  death. 

No.  256. — Was  32  hours  in  labour  previous  to 
admission;  her  pulse  was  rapid  and  tongae  fouL 
She  was  delivered  some  hours  after  she  came  in  by 
lessening  the  head,  which  was  greatly  enlarged  from 
hydrocephalus;  there  was  some  difficulty  in  com- 
pleting the  delivery,  even  after  the  bulk  of  the  head 
had  been  as  much  as  possible  reduced. 

No.  267. — Was  admitted  to  be  delivered  of  her 
first  child,  reported  to  have  been  fofar  days  in 
labour,  and  attended  by  several  practitioners.  She 
was  much  exhausted;  pulse  120;  tongue  fouL 
The  head  was  low  down  and  firmly  fixed  in  the 
pelvis;  it  was  large  and  much  ossified.  Uterine 
action  had  entirely  ceased ;  the  urine  had  been  re- 
peatedly removed  by  the  catheter,  and  she  had 
taken  large  quantities  of  medicine  without  producing 
any  effect  on  the  bowels.  The  head  was  opened 
immediately,  and  the  child  delivered  by  the 
crotchet ;  during  and  after  its  expulsion,  an  enor- 
mous quantity  of  matter  resembling  fseces  was 
discharged  from  the  uterus. 

The  entire  vagina  and  adjacent  soft  parts  began 
to  slough  the  following  day ;  the  stools  and  urine 


STILL-BORN  CHILDREN.  469 

were  discharged  involrintarily,  and  she  died  the  4th 
day  after  admission. 

No.  303. — Was  admitted,  reported  to  have  been 
three  days  in  labour  of  her  first  child ;  the  head  was 
low  and  firmly  fixed  in  the  pelvis ;  the  bladder 
greatly  distended  with  urine,  having  been  retained 
for  30  hours;  pulse  140;  tongue  dry  and  white. 
The  catheter  was  passed  and  three  pints  of  urine 
removed.  As  the  abdomen  was  free  from  pain,  it 
was  thought  advisable  to  watch  the  efiect  of  uterine 
action  for  some  time.  After  waiting  five  hours, 
during  which  the  pains  were  pretty  brisk  at  intervals, 
still  the  head  made  no  advance,  it  was  lessened  and 
brought  away  with  the  crotchet.  There  was 
considerable  exertion  required  to  get  down  the 
shoulders,  the  abdomen  was  much  distended  with 
air,  the  consequence  of  putre&ction.  She  died  on 
the  4th  day  from  delivery. 

No.  425. — Was  58  hours  in  labour,  for  the  last 
24  of  which  the  head  made  no  progress,  although 
the  pains  were  strong  during  the  greater  part  of 
that  time.  As  the  ear  was  within  reach  of  the 
finger,  the  forceps  were  introduced,  but  no  force 
consistent  with  safety  was  of  the  least  service. 
The  head  was  then  lessened  and  delivery  accom- 
|)lished  with  the  crotchet. 

No.  441. — Was  very  much  deformed  and  the 
pelvis  defective ;  the  face  was  turned  towards  the 
pubes  ;  she  was  delivered  with  the  crotchet. 
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No.  461. — Was  48  hours  in  labour  of  her  first 
child ;  it  was  putrid  when  expelled,^  although  allTO 
at  the  commencement  of  labour,  as  indicated  by  the 
stethoscope. 

Nol  504. — Was  brought  to  Hospital  from  the 
country  reported  to  have  been  jive  days  in  labour ; 
it  was  her  first  child ;  ^  it  was  dead  and  the  head 
firmly  fixed  in  the  pelvis.  She  was  rarach  ex- 
hausted; pulse  110;  tongue  parched.  The  head 
was  immediately  lessened,  and  delivery  efiected  with 
the  crotchet. 

She  sunk  oh  the  9th  day  from  admission. 

No.  509. — Was  33  hours  in  labour  of  her  3d 
child  without  having  made  the  least  progress  for  the 
last  12.  The  bladder  w^  forced  down  before  the 
head.  Her  pulse  became  much  hurried,  and 
strength  greatly  exhausted,  rendering  immediate 
delivery  necessary.  The  head  was  lessened  and 
the  child  brought  away  by  the  crotchet.  It  was 
very  large  ;  all  her  former  children  were  still-born. 

No.  526. — Was  reported  to  have  been  24  hours 
in  labour  before  admission.  About  12  hours  after 
she  came  in  it  was  discovered  that  the  face  was 
turned  towards  the  pubes,  and  pressing  so  strongly 
on  the  urethra  the  catheter  could  with  difficulty  be 
passed.  The  pains  continued  strong  for  15  hours 
from  this  time,  yet  the  head  did  not  advance.  It 
was  deemed  advisable  to  lessen  it. 

This  patient  had  been  in  the  Hospital  13  months 
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previously,  and  was  then  delivered  with  the  crotchet 
of  her  1st  child,  after  a  labour  of  three  days.  She 
was  brought  from  the  county  Meath. 

No.  555. — Was  60  hours  in  labour  of  her  first 
child.  ,  The  pelvis  was  defective,  and  there  had 
been  no  advance  for  the  last  1 2. hours  ;^  the  child's 
death  having  been  ascertained  by  the  stethoscope 
some  hours  previous,  the  head  was  lessened  and 
delivery  thus  completed* 

No.  584.— Was  36  hours  in  labour  of  her  first 
chUd,  and  as  its  death  had  been  ascertained  by  the 
stethoscope  some  hours  before,  delivery  was  accom- 
plished by  lessening  the  head. 

No.  608. — The  labour  pains  were  very  tardy  and 
feeble,  producing  much  irritation  without  causing 
any  dilatation  of  the  mouth  of  the  womb.  In  this 
state  she  remained  for  30  hours ;  after  which  opiates 
were  given  .three  times  at  considerable  intervals, 
each  time  with  benefit,  and  at  the  expiration  of  53 
hours  she  was  delivered  naturally  of  a  still-born 

No.  6l9-r~'^'^'^^^'^  ^^d  sudden  debility  set  in, 
rendering  ijnmediate  delivery  necessary.  The  head 
was  lessened  and  the  crotchet  applied.  This 
patient  from  the  commencement  of  labour,  com- 
plained of  pain  in  the  abdomen,  much  increased  on 
pressure,  which  had  now  become  extremely  acute ; 
the  bowels  were  obstinately  constipated,  purgatives 
although    frequently   given,   produced    no    efiect. 
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Fifteen  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  firom  the  arm 
during  her  labour,  with  marked  benefit  at  the  time* 
8tiU  it  did  not  afford  permanent  relief  though  the 
bowels  acted  afterwards. 

The  excessive  distress  of  the  abdomen  was .  con- 
siderably diminished  by  delivery,  yet  it  remained 
distended,  hard  and  painful  on  pressure  for  five 
days.  It  was  not  until  the  system  was  brought 
under  the  influence  of  mercury,  with  the  active 
employment  of  leeches,  warm  baths,  and  stupes, 
that  it  subsided. 

No.  626. — The  labour  having  made  no  progress 
for  18  hours,  the  head  being  firmly  fixed  in  the 
pelvis,  and  the  heart's  action  having  some  time 
ceased,  the  perforator  was  used,  and  delivery  com- 
pleted by  the  crotchet.  It  was  a  first  child,  the 
labour  lasted  43  hours. 

No.  639. — Was  48  hours  in  labour,  it  was  her 
6th  child,  all  the  former  were  born  alive.  The 
head  for  12  hours  previous  to  delivery  made  no 
progress,  although  the  uterine  action  was  at  times 
so  violent  as  to  lead  us  to  dread  rupture.  She 
complained  of  most  acute  pain  in  her  right  leg  and 
thigh,  and  her  pulse  became  hurried.  The  soft 
parts  were  well  dilated,  yet  the  ear  could  with  diffi- 
culty be  reached  by  the  finger.  The  forceps 
were  cautiously  introduced,  and  considerable  ex- 
ertion was  required  to  effect  the  dehvery,  the 
child   being    unusually  large.      It  was  still-born, 
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tliongh  the  heart's  action  was  audible  a  short  time 
previous. 

Immediately  on  the  birth  of  the  child,  most  pro- 
fiise  haemorrhage  set  in,  requiring  the  instant 
introduction  of  the  hand  for  the  placenta,  the 
greater  part  of  which  was  found  in  the  vagina; 
on  its  removal  the  discharge  ceased,  and  by  careful 
binding  with  compress,  and  the  use  of  cold  appli- 
cations, there  was  no  return. 

She  was  delivered  on  the  1 3th  February;  on 
the  15th,  she  complained  of  tenderness  of  the  abdo- 
men, which  was  removed  by  leeches  and  stuping. 
On  the  l6th,  she  suffered  from  uneasiness  in  her 
stomach,  and  on  the  morning  of  tbe  17th,  her 
pulse  sunk  rapidly,  and  her  extremities  exhibited  in 
the  most  marked  manner  the  appearances  of  diffuse 
cellular  inflammation,  particularly  the  right  fore  arm. 
Her  strength  continued  to  fail,  and  she  died  the 
same  evening,  although  stimulants  and  cordials 
were  diligently  employed. 

On  dissection,  the  abdominal  viscera  appeared 
healthy.  There  was  a  slight  blush  of  redness  on 
the  anterior  surface  of  the  uterus.  The  muscles  of 
the  body  were  in  a  remarkable  state  of  decom- 
position, particularly  those  of  the  right  fore  arm, 
where  they  appeared  in  a  state  of  putrefaction. 
The  blood  was  fluid  in  all  parts  of  the  body. 

No.  665. — Was  35  hours  in  labour  of  her  first 
child;  for  the  last  24  of  whidi,  the  head  had  not 
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made  the  least  progress.  Her  strength  being 
exhausted,  and  the  child  some  hours  dead,  as  ascer- 
tained by  the  stethoscope,  deUvery  was  effected  by 
lessening  the  head. 

She  continued  to  recover  favourably  till  the  4th 
day  after  delivery,  when  she  was  suddenly  attacked 
with  most  acute  pi^n  in  the  abdomen,  which 
resisted  the  most  active  treatment,  and  she  died 
in  49  hours. 

.  On  dissection,  a  large  quantity  of  a  deep  straw- 
coloured  fluid  was  found  in  the  abdominal  cavity, 
and  all  the  viscera  were  ^trepiely  vascMjdar^  The 
uterus  was  soft,  but  in  other  respects  healthy  ;  the 
vagina  was  in  a  sloughing  state.  ' 

No.  667* — The  labour  lasted  30  bburs  ;  the  head 
was  firmly  fixed  in  the  pelvis,.,  and  had  made  no 
progress  for  12  hours.  As  the  heart's  action  had 
some  time  ceased,  and  the  mother's  piilse  was  140, 
the  head  was  lessened.  Great  exertion  was  neces- 
sary to  effect  delivery  in  consequence  of  the  head 
being  much  ossified. 

No.  673. — In  14  hours  from  the  commencement 
of  labour  this  patient  became  much  exhausted, 
pidse  120,  and  abdomen  very  sensible  to  pressure. 
On  examination,  the  head  was  found  nearly  press- 
ing on  the  perinseum,  and  the  pupil  on  duty 
stated  that  it  had  not  made  any  progress  for 
several  hours,  though  the  pains  had  been  strong. 
There  was  a  firm  unyielding  band  of  considerable 
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brieadth  edtriated  at  the  posterior  part  of  the  vagina, 
which  was  evidently  the  cause  of  the  delay.  This 
had  been  in  all  probability  the  result  of  inflam- 
mation, subsequent  to  her  being  force  delivered  of 
the  previous  child.  A  blunt-pointed  bistoury  was 
cautiously  introduced,  and  the  edge  of  the  band 
divided,  which  produced  considerable  relaxation. 
As  the  pelvis  was  very  large,  and  both  ears  could 
be  felt,  the  forceps  were  introduced,  but  on 
attempting  to  bring  down  the  head,  the  band 
before  mentioned  interfered  so  much  with  its 
descent,  that  without  danger  of  laceration  of  the 
perineum  it  could  not  then  be  delivered.  It  was 
therefore  determined  to  leave  it  for  some  time  until 
the  parts  might  become  more  relaxed,  and  after 
waiting  four  hours,  the  forceps  were  again  intro- 
duced, when  it  was  found  the  obstruction  had  given 
way,  and  delivery  was  eflTected  without  laceration  or 
difficulty  ;  the  child  wa&  still-born. 

No.  674. — This  patient  wa&  36  hours  in  labour, 
(1st  child,)  the  head  not  having  advanced  for  the 
last  12,  the  ps^rts  being  well  dilated  and  the  ear 
within  reach,  delivery  was  accomplished  with  the 
forceps ;  the  child  was  still-born. 

No.  686. — See  Observations  on  Haemorrhages, 

No.  79. 

No.  725. — This  patient  when  admitted^  was  re- 
ported to  have  been  60  hours  in  labour ;  the  os 
uteri  was  very  little  dilated,  and  the  head  high  up 


476  OBSERVATIONS  ON 

in  the  pelvis.  The  pains  continued  constant  for  24 
hours  after  she  came  in,  yet  the  labour  made  little 
progress ;  the  mouth  of  the  womb  was  rigid,  jagged, 
and  had  the  feel  of  cartilage.  The  child  being 
dead,  as  indicated  by  the  stethoscopei  the  head  was 
lessened,  and  left  in  that  state  for  some  hours,  and 
afterwards  cautiously  brought  down.  Considerable 
force  was  necessary  to  complete  the  delivery,  though 
the  child  was  putrid. 

No.  738. — See  Observations  on  Haemorrhages^ 
No.  87. 

No.  740. — Was  brought  to  Hospital  reported  to 
have  been  a  considerable  time  in  labour ;  the 
pains  continued  for  30  hours  with  little  inter- 
mission ;  the  labour  made  but  little  progress,  and 
the  heart  having  ceased  to  act  for  some  time,  the 
head  was  lessened,  and  delivery  completed  by  the 
crotchet. 

No.  745. — Was  admitted  in  a  high  state  of 
fever ;  pulse  120 ;  tongue  loaded ;  teeth  covered 
with  sordes.  The  uterine  action  was  occasionally 
strong  after  she  came  in,  but  the  labour  made  no 
progress ;  the  bones  of  the  head  were  much  over- 
lapped and  the  scalp  puffy.  The  urine  was  three 
times  removed  by  the  catheter,  and  on  its  last  intro- 
duction a  considerable  quantity  of  bloody  fluid 
came  away.  She  became  much  exhausted,  and  26 
hours  after  admission  was  delivered  by  lesseningr 
the  head 
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She  wad  delivered  on  the  12th  of  August,  and 
lingered  until  September  3d,  when  she  died. 

On  opening  the  abdomen  the  intestines  presented 
a  natural  appearance ;  the  uterus  was  of  a  natural 
^e;  there  was  found  in  the  right  ovary  a 
considerable  abscess  ;  also  a  good  deal  of 
ulceration  and  sloughing  of  the  labia  and  ex- 
ternal parts. 

No.  775. — This  patient  had  been  in  labour  many 
hours  before  admission ;  the  pains  continued  strong 
for  14  hours  afterwards,  for  the  last  seven  of  which 
there  had  not  been  any  progress  made.  The  pulse 
became  hurried,  and  the  abdomen  tender  on  pres- 
sure ;  it  was  then  found  necessary  to  effect  delivery 
by  the  perforator  and  crotchet.  She  had  been  twice 
^^ce-delivered  in  this  Hospital  previously. 

No.  808. — Was  reported  to  have  been  in  labour 
two  days  before  admission;  the  head  was  high  in 
the  pelvis,  and  pressing  strongly  on  the  pubes.  It 
remained  in  this  situation  for  24  hours  after,  during 
which  time  she  suffered  great  distress,  uterine 
action  being  almost  constant.  This  was  her  10th 
child ;  she  had  been  tunce  ^^ce-delivered  in  this 
Hospital ;  dreading  every  moment  rupture  of  the 
uterus,  the  head  was  lessened  and  brought  down  by 
the  crotchet,  as  it  had  still  remained  so  high  as  to 
be  scarcely  within  reach  of  the  finger. 

No;  8 17. — Was  56  hours  in  labour  of  her  1st 
child,  for  the  last  24  of  which  the  head  made  no 
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progress.  The  waters  were  discharged  early,  the 
pains  were  very  ineffectualy  and  the  soft  parts  con- 
tinued in  such  a  state  as  to  prohibt  Hie  use  of  the 
forceps.  As  the  child  had  been  now  dead  some 
time,  as  ascertained  by  the  stethoscope,  delivery 
was  accomplished  by  lessening  the  head. 

She  died  on  the  8th  day  after  delivery,  from  ab- 
dominal inflammation.  On  dissection  a  considerable 
quantity  of  fluid  of  a  yellowish  colour,  was  found  in 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  ;  the  omentum  was  firmly 
adherent  to  the  intestines,  which  were  very  vas- 
cular ;  there  was  also  an  extensive  deposition  of 
lymph.  The  substance  of  the  uterus  was  very  soft, 
and  the  ovaries  much  injured  from  the  effects  of 
inflammation. 

No.  820.— Was  48  hours  in  labour,  (1st  child) 
for  the  last  36  of  which  there  wds  little  progress 
made,  and  the  child  having  been  some  hours  dead, 
as  indicated  by  the  stethoscope,  she  was  delivered 
by  the  crotchet. 

No.  873.— Was  48  hours  in  labour,  (Ist  child,) 
at  the  end  of  which  time  she  was  delivered  by  the 
crotchet,  the  child  having  been  some  hours  dead, 
and  the  labour  not  having  made  any  progress  for  a 
considerable  time. 

She  continued  apparently  to  recover  daily ;  she 
had  no  distress,  with  the  exception  of  slight  pain 
when  pressed  on,  over  the  head  of  the  colon,  whidi 
was  relieved  by  leeching  with  small  and  repeated 
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doses  of  calomel,  so  as  slightly  to  affect  the  mouth. 
She  was  seized,  however,  on  the  6th  day  from  de- 
livery, with  violent  pain  all  over  the  abdomen, 
which  proved  fatal  in  less  than  48  hours. 

On  dissection  the  omentum  was  found  thickened 
and  strongly  adherent  to  the  intestines.  The  small 
intestines  were  very  vascular,  with  lymph  deposited 
on  different  parts  of  their  surface.  There  was  a 
portion  of  the  colon  about  the  size  of  a  crown,  cor- 
responding to  the  place  to  which  she  referred  the 
pain,  in  a  state  of  sphacelus.  There  was  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  fluid  effused  into  the  abdominal 
cavity,  resembling  pus.     The  uterus  was  healthy. 

No.  940. — Was  reported  to  have  been  four  days 
in  labour  previous  to  admission ;  she  had  been 
visited  by  two  physicians  who  bled  her ;  the  bladder 
was  now  greatly  distended,  and  on  the  introduction 
of  the  catheter  a  large  quantity  of  urine  came 
away ;  the  bowels  had  not  been  opened  for  several 
days.  The  foetal  heart's  action,  on  the  most 
minute  examination,  could  not  be  discovered ;  as 
there  was  no  very  urgent  symptom  present,  we 
determined  to  watch  the  effect  produced  by  uterine 
action  for  some  time.  After  waiting  seven  hours, 
and  no  progress  being  made,  she  was  delivered  by 
the  crotchet. 

No.  951- — This  patient  suffered  much  from 
spurious  pains,  the  os  uteri  being  quite  undilated. 
She  was  ordered  a  grain  and  a  half  of  opium  to 
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No.  1032. — \Va§  admitted  in  labour  of  lier  llth 
C'biJd  ;  uterine  action  very  frequent  and  strai^; 
tlii;  ^/^  utirri  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  crown, 
and  the  fundiLs  very  much  inclined   to    tlie    ririil 
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side.  In  24  hours  after  admission,  (the  head  not 
having  made  any  progress  for  the  last  eight,)  the 
fbetal  heart  having  ceased  to  act  for  some  time,  it 
was  thought  advisable  to  lessen  the  head  and  deliver 
with  the  crotchet. 

This  was  the  fourth  time  she  had  been  delivered 
artificial^.  Fifteen  months  since  she  was  delivered 
in  this  hospital  with  the  crotchet. 

No.  1038. — This  patient  was  admitted  in  labour 
of  her  1st  child.  Uterine  action  was  feeble,  and 
continued  so  for  72  hours  after  she  came  in.  As 
the  foBtal  heart  had  ceased  to  act  for  some  time, 
and  the  pulse  became  hurried,  it  was  considered 
advisable  to  deliver  her.  The  os  uteri  was  not  fully 
dilated,  the  head  was  high  and  resting  on  the 
pubes  ;  it  was  lessened  and  cautiously  brought  down 
with  the  crotchet. 

Severe  abdominal  inflammation  set  in  shortly 
after  delivery,  which  resisted  the  most  prompt  and 
active  treatment,  and  proved  fatal  on  the  6th  day. 

On  dissection,  the  intestines  were  found  matted 
together,  with  an  extensive  deposition  of  lymph  on 
their  surface ;  there  was  also  some  seropurulent 
fluid  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  The  uterus 
was  coated  externally  with  greenish  lymph,  and  on 
its  internal  surface  there  was  a  coating  somewhat 
similar  in  appearance.  There  was  a  very  small 
opening  in  the  lip  of  the  uterus  so  as  to  admit  the 
point  of  the  finger,  and  a  second  similar  one  in  the 
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T^ina,  about  half  an  inch  below  the  mouth  of  the 
womb. 

The  pelvis  measured  3|  inches  from  pubes  to 
sacrum,  and  4^  transrersely. 

Xo.  1041. — Was  reported  to  have  been  48  hours 
in  labour  when  admitted,  (Ist  diild.)  The  waters 
were  disdiarged,  the  uterine  action  strong,  and  tlie 
head  had  passed  through  die  upper  strait  of  the 
pelvis.  The  fcetal  heart's  action  was  audible  in  the 
right  iliac  region.  Twenty-four  hours  after  she 
came  in,  the  heart  having  ceased  for  some  time  to 
pulsate,  and  the  head  not  having  made  any  pro- 
gress, it  was  lessened,  and  even  after  this  was 
effected  to  as  great  an  extent  as  practicable,  it 
required  two  hours*  diligent  exertion  to  complete 
the  delivery  with  the  crotchet,  in  consequence  of 
the  pelvis,  particularly  at  its  inferior  outlet,  being 
defective  in  size. 

No.  1053. — The  uterine  action  in  this  case  was 
feeble ;  during  the  first  36  hours  the  head  gradually 
descended ;  it  then  became  fixed  between  the  ischia. 
The  foBtal  heart  did  not  cease  to  beat  for  63  hours 
from  the  commencement  of  labour,  for  the  last  27 
of  which  there  was  no  progress  made.  The  head 
was  lessened  as  soon  as  the  child's  death  was  ascer- 
tainedy  and  delivery  accomplished  with  the  crotchet ; 
the  head  was  much  compressed. 

For  24  hours  before  delivery,  the  mother's  pulse 
was  132 ;   she  had  been  delivered  with  instruments 
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in  Manchester,  five  years  since.      She  left  hospital 
well  on  the  18th  day. 

No.  1058. — The  labour  lasted  50  hours;  (1st 
child,)  the  os  uteri  was  very  rigid  and  the  pains 
weak.  Twelve  hours  previous  to  the  birth  of  the 
child  the  heart  had  ceased  to  act ;  as  there  was  no 
urgent  symptom,  it  was  left  to  the  natural  efforts ; 
when  expelled,  there  were  evident  appearances  of 
commencing  putrescency. 

No.  1087. — See  Observations  on  Hsemorrhages, 
No.  125. 

No.  1091- — 'Was  admitted  August  23d,  in  labour 
of  her  1st  child,  and  was  not  delivered  until  the 
25th,  being  a  period  of  56  hours.  Uterine  action 
from  the  commencement  until  within  six  hours  of 
the  expulsion  of  the  child,  was  extremely  feeble^ 
with  long  intervals.  The  head  remained  high  in 
the  pelvis,  and  although  the  ear  could  not  be 
reached,  it  was  evident  the  head  had  sufficient 
room  to  pass ;  to  effect  which,  uterine  action  was 
alone  wanting.  As  soon  as  the  pains  began  to 
be  brisk  the  labour  proceeded  without  difficulty. 
The  foetal  heart  was  quite  audible  until  eight  hours 
previous  to  the  birth. 

In  three  hours  after  the  hand  was  passed  to 
remove  the  placenta;  it  was  found  separated, 
and  without  the  slightest  effort  the  uterus 
contracted   and    expelled   both.       The   perinaeum 
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had    suffered     considerably     in    the     passage    of 
the   head. 

This  patient  never  seemed  to  rally  after  delivery ; 
the  pulse  continued  quick ;  there  was  considerable 
tenderness  on  pressure  over  the  uterus,  with  a  foul 
discharge  from  the  vagina.  She  was  treated  with 
small  quantities  of  calomel  until  the  mouth  became 
affected,  which  produced  debility,  relieved  by 
mild  aperients.  She  was  put  on  nutritious  diet 
when  the  abdominal  distress  had  subsided,  which 
occurred  when  the  mercury  affected  the  system. 
On  the  7th  and  8th  daysj  she  had  distinct  rigors 
followed  by  perspirations,  after  which  hchr  strength 
became  greatly  reduced.  The  vaginal  discharges 
continued  foul,  notwithstanding  the  most  rigid 
attention  to  cleanliness  and  the  use  of  stimulating 
injections.  She  gradually  sunk  and  died  on  the 
11th  day,  having  for  two  days  previous  suffered 
from  frequent  hiccough.  On  dissection,  the  only 
morbid  appearances  found,  were  in  the  bladder  and 
vagina.  In  the  bladder  the  mucous  surface  was 
covered  with  yellow  lymph,  and  it  contained  a 
quantity  of  muco-purulent  fluid.  In  the  vs^na 
opposite  the  right  ischium,  a  portion  appeared  to 
have  been  destroyed  by  slough,  but  its  texture 
did  not  in  other  parts  seem  materially  injured, 
although  of  a  darker  colour  than  natural. 

This  was    a  very  singular   case,   as  there  was 
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nothing  apparently  in  the  labour  in  any  way  cal- 
culated to  induce  such  an  unfavourable  termination. 

She  was  a  feeble  emaciated  woman  and  seemed 
to  have  suffered  from  hardship.  ' 

No*  1095. — See  Observations  on  Haemorrhages, 
No.  126. 

Such  is  an  outline  of  49  of  the  106  cases  of 
tedious  or  difficult  labours,  where  the  children 
were  still-born,  out  of  16,654  births. 

The  Nos.  thus  *  marked  in  the  General  Table, 
indicate  the  cases  not  recorded  here,  similar  in 
most  respects  to  those  detailed. 

Twenty-four  of  the  1121  still-born  children  were 
delivered  in  the  street,  where  the  patients  were 
taken  suddenly  ill ;  their  Nos.  in  the  General  Table 
are  as  follow:— 156,  202,  212,  261,  276,  289,  311, 
371,  386,  414,  450,  453,  499,  569,  592,  598,  701, 
757,  911,  928,  963,  1021,  1049,  1096.  Seventeen 
of  the  1121  were  born  in  a  diseased  or  imperfect 
state.  Thirty  "five  of  the  1121  were  still-born 
under  a  variety  of  circumstances,  such  as  the 
mother  labouring  under  fever ;  the  children  being 
unusually  large ;  the  delivery  of  the  child  being 
delayed  for  a  considerable  time  after  the  expulsion 
of  the  head,  and  in  several  cases  no  cause  could  be 
assigned. 

The  following  is  a  short  account  of  the  seventeen 
children  born  in  a  diseased  or  imperfect  state.    • 
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side.  In  24  hours  alter  admission,  (the  head  not 
having  made  any  progress  for  the  last  eight,)  the 
fceta]  heart  having  ceased  to  aet  for  (.omc  time,  it 
was  thought  advisable  to  lessen  the  head  and  deliver 
with  the  crotchet. 

This  was  the  fourth  time  she  had  been  delivered 
artiJiriiiHy.  Fifteen  months  since  she  was  delivered 
in  this  hospital  with  the  crotchet. 

No.  1038. — 'Hiis  patient  was  admitted  in  labour 
of  her  1st  child.  Uterine  action  was  feeble,  and 
continued  so  for  72  hours  after  she  came  in.  As 
the  foetal  heart  had  ceased  to  act  for  some  time, 
and  the  pulse  beeame  hurried,  it  was  considered 
advisable  to  deliver  her.  The  os  uteri  was  not  fully 
dilated,  the  head  was  high  and  resting  on  the 
pubes  ;  it  was  lessened  and  cautiously  brought  down 
with  the  crotchet. 

Severe  abdominal  inflammation  set  in  shortly 
after  delivery,  which  resisted  the  most  prompt  and 
active  treatment,  and  proved  fatal  on  the  fith  dav. 

On  dissection,  the  intestines  were  found  matted 
together,  with  an  extensive  deposition  of  lymph  on 
their  surface ;  there  was  also  some  seropurulent 
fluid  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  The  uterus 
was  coated  externally  with  greenish  lymph,  and  on 
its  internal  surface  there  was  a  coating  somewhat 
similar  in  appearance.  There  was  a  very  small 
opening  in  the  Hp  of  the  uterus  so  aa  to  admit  the 
point  of  the  finger,  and  a  second  similar  one  in  the 
'2  I 
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Nos.  85,  217,  344,  363,  (527,  7th  month,)  611, 
982,  were  acephalous. 

No.  121. — The  head  was  very  large,  the  body 
and  extremities  much  deformed. 

Nos.  383,  589,  622. — The  head  in  these  was  en- 
larged and  deformed  from  hydrocephalus. 

No.  513. — This  child  had  spina  bifida,  combined 
with  hydrocephalus. 

Nos.  628,  780. — These  children  had  spina  bifida. 

No.  888. — Had  congenital  umbilical  hernia ;  the 
sac  contained  the  liver  and  almost  all  the  intestines. 

No.  908. — This  child  had  spinJt  bifida,  also  hydro- 
cephalus, with  distortion  of  the  feet. 

No.  1024. — In  this  child  from  congenital  hernia 
of  the  diaphragm,  the  small  intestines  were  entirely 
lodged  in  the  left  side  of  the  thorax ;  the  lungs  at 
that  side  not  being  larger  than  a  shilling  in  size. 
The  heart  was  pushed  to  the  right  side,  was  very 
large,  and  compressed  the  lung  much. 

Of  the  16,654  births  occurring  in  the  Hospital^ 
in  seventy-nine  delivery  was  eflccted  by  lessening' 
the  head,  on  account  of  extreme  difficulty  in  the 
labour,  or  where  the  child  was  dead  and  inter- 
ference necessary  for  the  patient's  safety.  Fort^ 
two  of  the  79  are  here  recorded,  and  three  under 
the  head  of  Tedious  and  Difficult  Labours.  Th^ 
thirty-four  cases  not  detailed,  (to  avoid  prolixity)- 
were  in  most  instances,  as  nearly  as  possible  simiJUof^f 


STILL-BORN  CHILDREN.  487 

Tbti  following  are  the  numbers  of  these  cases  in 
the  general  table ;  where  the  duration  of  the  labour 
is  not  stated,  such  patients  were  too,  three.,  or  four 
da^s  in  labour  before  admission  :  Nos.  32,  42,  190) 
211,  218,  262,  287,  298,  316,  341,  362,  367,  500, 
519,  585,  650,  714,  721,  726,  736,  755,  856,  859, 
910,  917,  930,  941,  967,  979,  1007,  1051,  1061, 
1115. 

In  this  report  of  the  number  of  children  delivered 
by  the  crotchet,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind,  that 
the  proportion  of  such  deliveries  is  greatly  increased 
in  consequence  of  the  same  patient  returning  to 
Hospital  two,  three,  or  even  more  times,  in  whom 
from  deformity  or  other  circumstances,  such  mode 
of  dehvery  was  rendered  unavoidable;  thus,  for 
example,  Nos.  34,  367,  526,  and  1053,  were  de- 
livered by  the  crotchet  of  their  second  children, 
having  been  similarly  delivered  of  their  1st.  No. 
686  was  tivice  force-delivered.  Nos.  56  and  978 
were  delivered  by  the  crotchet  of  their  third,  having 
been  delivered  by  the  same  means  of  their  1st  and 
2d.  Nos.  99,  287,  585,  775,  and  808,  were  each 
three  times  deUvered  by  the  crotchet.  Nos.  941 
and  1032  were  each^wr  times  force-delivered.  It 
is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  of  the  examples  here  given 
.  of  repeated  delivery  by  the  crotchet,  but  one  of 
the  women  died  ;  thus  satisfactorily  proving,  that 
where  ilenth  succeeds  this  operation,  the  fatal 
result  is  not  dependant  i 
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bat  up<Hi  the  circumstances  demanding  such  inteiV 
ference. 

Other  instances  occurred  where  delivery  was 
effected  by  lessening  the  head,  viz.  in  Rupture  of 
the  Utems,  Prolapsus  of  the  Fums  where  the  child 
was  dead,  and  Convulsions ;  these  cases  are  re- 
corded under  the  several  heads  stated.  In  my 
opinion,  the  operation  under  the  latter  circum- 
stances is  altogether  different ;  \  as  in  such,  the  head 
is  lessened  in  order  to  effect  delivery  with  .the  lea^rt 
possible  risk  to  the  mother,  witiiout  trusting  longer 
to  nature's  efforts,  owing  to  immediate  and  extreme 
danger  to  the  patient,  or  to  prevent  her  suffering 
unnecessarily  when  the  child  is  dead;  whereas  in 
the  former  case,  we  are  from  necessity/  compelled 
to  adopt  this  mode  of  delivery,  in  consequence  in 
almost  all  instances  of  disproportion  between  the 
child's  head  and  mother's  pelvis,  and  where  after 
the  most  patient  trial,  the  impracticability  of 
delivery  being  safely  effected  by  any  other  means  is 
most  clearly  proved  to  us. 

Fijleen  of  -the  79  women  delivered  by  the 
crotchet  died ;  twelve  of  these  cases  are  re- 
corded in  this  section,  viz.  Nos.  173,  210,  257> 
303,  504,  665,  686,  745,  817,  873,  1038,  1095. 
Seven  of  the  12  died  from  the  following  causes  : — 
No.  173,  of  Stricture  of  the  Intestine,  with  effusion 
into  the  thorax  ;  No.  210,  from  abdominal  inflana  • 
mation  previous  to    labour ;  Nos.  257?    303,    504 
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from  the  effects  of  labour  previous  to  admission ; 
No.  665  of  Puerperal  Fever,  which  was  at  the  time 
prevalent  in  the  Hospital;  No.  745  was  admitted 
labouring  under  typhus  fever.  The^y^  remaining 
cases  died  from  the  effects  of  inflammation,  and 
haemorrhage,  .  or  injury  produced  by  pressure. 
Two  of  the  five  suffered  from  haemorrhage ;  one 
previous  to  the  delivery  of  the  placenta,  and  the 
other  subsequent  to  its  expulsion ;  in  both  it  was 
necessary  to  pass  the^hancf  into  tfie  uterus.  One 
of  these  women  had  been  force-delivered  with  a 
former  child^  and  all  her  children  were  still-born. 
These  circumstances  added  considerably  to  the  bad  '^ 
effects  arising  from  the  difficulty  experienced  in  the 
present  labour,  and  must  have  contributed  much  to 
the  fatal  termination. 

See  three  tables  at  the  conclusion  of  the  following 
general  table,  shewing  the  number  of  hours  each 
patient  was  in  labour,  the  age  of  the  patients,  and 
whether  it  was  a  first  or  subsequent  pregnancy. 

In  the  column  indicating  the  sex  of  the  child  in 
the  succeeding  table,  P  represents  -putrid. 


490 


OBSERVATIONS    ON 


I 


O 


1 

2 

S 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

]*i 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

31 

34 

35 


^  'C 


Bp 
Bp 

% 

Bp! 
Bl'l 

B 
G 
G 

B 
G 

Sp 

•if 
B 
B 
G 
B 
G 
G 

B 
G 
G 

36  !Bp 

37  I  B 

38  iBp 

39  IBp 

40  I  B 

41  jBp 


5 
8 
1 
5 
4 
7 
1 
6 
2 
1 
1 
1 
5 
1 
I 


4 
1 
2 
1 

6i 

21 

5 
1  I 
10' 
1 


B 
i 

e 

9 

e 

a 


4 

48 
6 
1 
9 

48 
4 

10 
2 
4 
1 
4 
4 
8 
3 


I 

I 

*i  • 

S 

•o 

t 

o 
%t 

< 


1  =  70 


\ 
2 

5 

3 

1 

1 

8 

2 

3 

3136 

dl  5 

1  I    2 
8i    4 

1  '54 


3 
2 
5 
1 
7 
1 
3 
6 


2 
9 
1 
3 

24 
5 
0 


2.    4 


23 

!3I 
27 
30 

i  •J2 

30 

24 

30 

!26 

;23 

22 

22 

28 

34 

20 

22 

30 

33 

128 

'20 

I  28 

28 

30 

j28 

i34 

22 

27 

32 

24 

I  40 

!24 

25 

35 

2H 

28 

29 

23 

22 

28 

28 

24 


i; 


A 

u 


be 
< 


e  I 

c    I 


\ 


f 

I 


6  \  ,. 
V 
V 


•• 
•• 
6 


6 


6 


V 
V 


V 

# 

V 


« 
V 


:V| 

•  ■ 

V 


42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 


!  J^ 


g 


3 

e 

S' 
s 


c 


G 

^^ 

B 

G 
Gp 

G 

B 

B 

G 
Bp 
Bp 
Bpi 

G 

"of 
"of 

B| 
G|. 
Gp 

% 

Gf 

Gp; 

B| 
B 

Bpi 
BPi 
'J 

Gp 
Bp 


1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 

2 
1 
1 
10 
2 
2 
2 
1 
3 
7 
2 
2 
7 
9 


J5 


e 

s 
e 

S 


ft 


36 
1 

24 

17 
1 
3 
3 

48 

18 

•• 

12 
2 
4 
6 

16 
3 

•• 

5 

2 


ilio 


3 
1 

2 
1 

10 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
9 
3 
3 
2 

11 
2 
2 
1 
1 


3 
3 
2 
I 
6 

12 
6 

24 


1 

•• 
4 
5 
24 
5 
3 
3 
8 
8 


23 

21 

26 

22 

;35 

18 

>J7 

25 

25 

35 

27 

|24! 

;25 

'28 

30 

34 

!20 

!26 

26 

40i 

21 

j29 

'  22 ! 

I  33 

I  22! 

34! 

18 

24 

19 

25 

21 

24 

35 

20 

27 

29 

34 

25 

30 

28 

30 


..  i  V 
..  !  V 


7 
6 


4 
5 


8 
7 


V 
V 
V 


..  •  ♦ 
..  '  ..  .. 

..  i  V  i 


V 


i 

e 

SB 


e 
ft 

8 


It 


M 


I. 


83:Gp 
84  Bp! 

85!  g: 

86  Bp 
87!   O 
88  B  p 
G 
Gp 
B 
B 

Gp 
Bp 


89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 

9r> 

97 
98 
99 
00 
01 
02 
03 
04 
05 
06 
07 
08 
09 
0 


B 
B 

Bp 

G 
B 
B 
B 
G 

^P 
1  iGp 


G 


G 
B 

7  Gp 
8'Gp 
Bp 
G 
B 

"■f 


9 
20 
21 
22 
23 


I  s 


1 
1 

5 

II 
4 
5 
2 
4 
1 
3 
1 
2 
5 
2 
3 
3 
12 
3 
4 
2 
3 
1 
4 
2 
I 
1 
I 
4 
8 
2 
2 
1 

12 
2 
4 

4  . 
2 

8  r 
2 

3 

3 


1 


s 
ft 

I 


1 


c 
C 

9 

e 

&: 

3 

7 
1 
1 

•• 
1 

1  27 

2  j  28  ■ 
48    24 

..  (24 

30; 

22 
30 
24 


i    I 


\ 


I  I 


23 
23 

28 
3- 
30 
26 


t 


5 
2 
2 
4 
18 
8 
8 

•• 

o 
2 

8 


30 
23 
37 
20 
27 
22 
26 
..  {24 
3    28 


I 


I 


3 
2 

7 
•• 
I 


4 
2 
4 

12 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
4 

10 


30 
25 
23 
26 
26 
36 
27 
26 
•23 
134 
;32 
I  24 
22 
121 
;26 
126 
35 
.34 


..  iV 

.. '? 
- 1  - 


•• 

■ 

•. 

! 

•• 

•• 

•• 

6 

- 

I  "■ 

■• 

»■ 

*" 

-  T 
^  V 
T 
7 
6 
5 


6  V 

•■  •• 

.  V 
7 

V 
V 


ON    STILL-BOBN   CHlLDaEN'. 


491 


] 

1 

1 

Ui 

1 

3 

I 

li 

i\ 

li  s 

1    3 

, 

1 

I 

Ail 

■3 
•a 

1 

ll 

■ 

^  1  S. 

1 

u 

1 

S4 

D 

3 

aejao 

V 

105 

B 

"^ 

30'  .. 

7 

206    G 

5 

7 

»T 

i 

"(f 

..  ,27 

7 

V 

IGU 

U 

-4 

18  1  - 

207  Bp 

1 

48 

21 

4    ..    Si 

V 

1«7 

U 

24 

27  1  .. 

MS  Bp 

1 

19 

7 

97 

Bp 

21  2,22 

168 

°^ 

54 

211  .. 

* 

209  Gj) 

1 

11 

30 

V 

lis 

"cf 

S'    1   Q-2 

V 

169 

22  j  .. 

y 

210  ill  p 

211  B 

1 

72 

35 

V 

IfiS 

0,    2JS0 

170 

G 

46 

sol- 

1 

30 

22 

* 

190 

Bp 

171 

Op 

3 

as;  .. 

212  Bp 

2 

20 

4 

V 

131 

'S 

ll    3   21 

172 

u 

S9 

221  .. 

y 

213!   B 

10 

19 

V 

1S2 

C    „    35 

V 

173 

Bp 

64 

2ljt 

V 

214 

G 

Ji 

24 

30 

V 

193 

D 

2;    8   31) 

174 

Gp 

1 

22 

7 

215 

B 

5 

2 

32 

7 

V 

134 

B 

1    i'J 

175 

0? 

6 

216 

G 

1 

6 

25 

8 

ISA 

*J 

1     1!) 

7 

178 

G 

1 

'3 

23 

2!7 

G 

2 

3 

23 

V 

]36 

4  -iW 

V 

177 

B 

2 

30 

7 

218 

Bi. 

1 

53 

31 

4 

137 

G 

■2  30 

178 

Bp 

4 

10 

7 

V 

219 

Gi 

2 

3 

23 

S 

138 

0 

4 

32 

V 

179 

Bp 

4 

26 

220 

G 

2 

8 

4 

V 

m 

11 

J 

33 

180 

Bp 

a 

24 

221 

Bp 

7 

5 

32 

uo 

Bp 

a 

A6 

y 

lei 

Bp 

60 

37 

« 

222 

B 

1 

16 

20 

V 

141 

Dp 

1 

28 

6 

182 

Bp 

3 

29 

6 

223 

Gp 

11 

38 

8 

im 

i 

3 

40 

V 

1S3 

Bi 

J 

26 

224 

G, 

2 

25 

7 

V 

143;Gp 

G 

20 

G 

184 

Gp 

3 

3 

44 

223 

B 

2 

20 

V 

J44|Gp 

5 

ao 

V 

IHj 

bJ, 

3 

3 

20    .. 

22G 

lip 

3 

23 

6 

145  IGp 

S 

5 

22 

7 

V 

180 

i  3 

5 

30;  .. 

227 

Sp 

1 

27 

14fl,Gp    B 

32 

7 

V 

187 

Bp 

6 

3 

2d     8 

228 

Gl 

I 

21 

20 

V 

147 

El  3 

48 

28 

188 

gE 

4 

3 

!10      .. 

229 

d 

5 

3 

26 

14S 

Bl 

I 

a 

23 

7 

189 

gE 

1 

19 

6 

230  :Gp 

2 

If) 

7 

UO 

rl 

•21 

8 

V 

190 

(J 

7 

3 

T)0 

331  !bp 

4 

2 

27 

8 

IM 

G 

3 

m 

■M 

V 

m 

Bp 

ii 

2 

25 

6 

V 

^2  Gp 

2 

2 

24 

J5l 

B 

4 

3 

26 

V 

10-2 

li 

3 

25 

233 

Bp  8 

i 

30 

8 

132 

B 

3 

2 

22 

l»3 

G 

4 

7 

34 

234 

G'  2 

12 

27 

V 

ma 

0 

1 

3(i 

30 

V 

194 

Bp 

1 

23 

6 

235 

Hi  6 

3 

30 

134 

0 

7 

23 

IQ5 

Gp 

2 

5 

25 

G 

236 

B     1 

8 

30 

155 

B 

4 

5 

23 

im 

Bp 

3 

6 

21 

e 

237 

Gl  6 

2 

37 

V 

IA6 

"■i 

5 

32 

V 

I<I7 

Bp 

1 

2 

28 

7 

2;!8 

Gp'  6 

2 

28 

8 

1S7 

2 

« 

21 

108 

G^ 

4 

5 

27 

7 

V 

239 

G 

24 

30 

1^ 

B 

13 

35 

V 

IS!) 

Gp 

1 

66 

30 

» 

240 

Bp 

9 

37 

* 

1J9 

''of 

d 

] 

23 

8 

V 

200 

G 

I 

6 

ID 

241 

B 

1 

24 

20 

V 

160 

I 

S4 

S2 

201 

Bp 

5 

30 

s 

24? 

Bp 

1 

5 

23 

v 

Ifil 

B 

4 

5 

40 

202 

"S 

3 

24 

V 

■2ia 

"■f 

1 

2 

19 

JiK 

B 

10 

2S 

203 

7       1 

30 

V 

244 

7 

5 

40 

163 

G 

5 

41 

204 

B 

2     24 

15 

245 

G 

8 

2 

30 

V 

Hi 

J^ 

2 

24 

m 

"     V 

205 

a 

1      .. 

20 

6 

^ 

246 

B 

4 

.,;.« 

V 

492 


OBSERVATIONS    ON 


1 

1 

^ 

1 

i 

■s 

I 

til 

^ 
1 

C 

j 

J 

^ 

1 

1 

= 

1 

1 

> 

■ 

*17 

G 

I 

s 

■25    ..      .. 

28& 

gIio 

,. 

32 

.. 

V 

331 

G 

7 

1 

98 

'Jid 

"^ 

2 

2 

■22'  fi      .. 

290 

Gp!    1 

I 

20 

7 

V 

332 

Gp 

1 

SI 

* 

'MS 

fi 

ai  ..  ,  .. 

291 

Op'    1 

4 

20 

333 

« 

1 

S» 

250 

11 

3 

4 

29,..     V 

292 

Bp    1 
i'   2 

10 

25 

V 

334 

""i 

2 

.i 

80 

-" 

251 

li 

7 

1 

30 '  ..  '  V 

293 

30 

24     .. 

335 

'2 

iM 

24 

252 

Gp 

U 

18 

ti  .. 

294 

tip;  2 

I 

•22    4 

V 

336 

'^ll 

2 

18 

24 

X 

253 

Gp 

j 

24 

7 

V 

295 

"<?! 

4 

20  :  5 

3i7 

^ 

:t 

80 

1 

» 

254 

"d' 

a 

24 

2S<i 

12 

22:  .. 

V 

3.36 

G 

3 

2 

36 

255 

2 

2 

37 

V 

297 

B     1 

18 

34'  .. 

330 

"i 

70 

36 

V 

^50 

8 

3 

flj 

22 

V 

208 

0     1 

iO 

25  1  .. 

« 

340 

•2 

•2 

21 

V 

257 

"J 

1 

26 

* 

299 

Bp    1 

21     8 

341 

8 

2 

57 

2* 

'^ 

358 

6 

8 

34 

V 

300 

Bp    1 

4 

25!  .. 

342 

Gp 

3 

1 

21 

e 

S59 

Op 

3 

3 

30 

'[ 

301 

Bp     1 

4 

24;  0 

343 

it 

4 

3 

3i 

^ 

■>.60 

Bp 

2 

1 

26 

;; 

302 

of   1 

10 

23    .. 

344 

B 

d 

7 

« 

■T 

aai 

"^ 

I 

•26,  a 

V 

303 

Bp    1 

24'  .. 

V 

345 

B 

1 

18 

t 

1162 

3 

•27 '  .. 

* 

304 

Up    4 

i-i 

22     .. 

340 

Op 

4 

.5 

30 

? 

•* 

263 

B 

I 

8 

28  1  .. 

V 

305 

6 

27,  .. 

347 

Op 

2 

a 

20 

7 

» 

'264 

'i 

2 

21 

24 1  .. 

306 

Bp   5 

3 

22' 

348 

Bp 

1 

20 

i 

265 

I 

2 

21 

3 

307 

Gp   2 

20 

349 

U 

J 

3 

30 

*l 

260 

B 

I 

48 

25 

308 

"p ; 

4 

24 

■■ 

350 

B 

fl     2 

85 

■t| 

207 

B 

5 

2 

26 

" 

309 

Op   8 

3 

28 

351 

Op 

I 

23 

3 

Si 

268 

Op 

« 

27 

V| 

310 

Bp   il 

4 

19 

352 

O 

1 

3 

30 

f 

2GB 

Up 

4 

2 

30 

311 

"^i 

26 

J 

V 

353 

Bp 

3 

23 

270 

b\ 

1 

4 

31 

312 

6 

30 

354 

Op 

3 

a 

23 

e 

'f 

271 

a. 

8 

21 

:: 

313 

B    2 

24 

28 

355 

Op 

5 

•2 

do 

•; 

272 

'i 

2 

25 

314 

O     1 

4 

19 

356 

B 

2 

12 

sa 

'T 

273 

4 

a 

3fi 

315 

Bp   3 

12 

27 

357 

Gp 

4 

f 

30 

'^ 

274 

Bp 

fl      3 

28 

3lfl 

50 

34 

" 

• 

358 

Bp 

1 

-2 

18 

'i 

275 

G| 

6      4 

3ri 

317 

B    2 

6 

34 

359 

Gp 

1 

1 

26 

'i 

276 

Up 

3      .. 

24 

6 

V 

318 

B    0 

6 

42 

.. 

V 

300 

B 

4 

3 

35 

- 

■i 

277 

Cp 

1      i 

■2(\\  G 

319 

11     1 

14 

28 

361 

B 

3 

10 

22 

■- 

i 

276 

"f 

1     . 

23    4 

■■ 

320 

o:iv 

3 

37 

V 

362 

Op 

1 

48 

24 

1* 

279 

3      4 

2U    fi 

321 

Gp    2 

I 

23 

8 

V 

363 

B 

2 

7 

25 

T 

280 

'i 

1       7 

21    7 

:: 

322 

b], 

2 

2 

26 

364 

Gp 

1 

I 

2S 

7 

T 

•281 

1     70 

20    .. 

V 

323 

"d' 

5 

2 

32 

385 

B 

a 

10 

24 

;.. 

282 

G 

1  jao 

25    .. 

V 

324 

3 

6 

22 

7 

360 

yi 

5 

2t) 

t 

283 

B 

1   1    6 

21    .. 

325 

G 

fl 

7 

30 

V 

367 

40    22 

284 

0 

1       * 

16    ., 

V 

326 

Gp 

5 

31 

5 

368 

Gp  i 

i     28 
i     20 

285 

B 

1   i   2 

2a  1.. 

V 

327 

Bp 

5 

7 

38 

7 

V 

369 

Gp  2 

^G 

0 

M      J 

40    „ 

32H  Bp 

3 

2 

24 

7 

370 

a   1 

24   22 

287 

B 

9     15 

50,  .. 

.129  Gp 

3 

2 

22 

7 

371 

Bp  * 

■■     30 

4' 

V 

^ 

0 

4   '    5 

2a  .. 

V 

300  |Bp     1 

3 

27    7 

■■ 

37-2 

B    2 

8     24 

\ 

STILL-UURN    CHILDBEN. 


493 


" 

t   1 

~^ 

1 

1 

T 

1 

~~ 

"^ 

j 

1      1 

M 

1 

1 

■     1 

{\ 

t 

S 

ii 

1 

I 

1 

i 

1 

j 

J 

F'l 

■3 

■s 

■s      . 

1      1 

s 

111 

li 

i 

A 

E 

1 

\ 
i 

i 

1 

5 

B 

« 

7 

23 

7 

V 

415  Gp 

T 

2 

so 

7 

457 

13 

8 

2 

30 

i 

Gn 

1 

a 

2:! 

416 

B 

a» 

T 

458 

Bp 

3 

4 

30 

9 

0. 

» 

b 

35 

417 

°S 

i 

28 

459lBii 

3 

•1 

24 

7 

V 

S 

"J 

s 

■1 

30 

418 

8 

39 

460  lb  p 

3 

21 

7 

( 

a 

28 

419 

B 

1 

U 

461  iBp 

4a 

;W 

V 

G 

1 

47 

30 

420 

0 

12 

30 

V 

402,  Gp 
403!   it 

2 

27 

6 

V 

Bf 

8 

4 

2B 

421 

B 

10 

23 

3 

23 

3p 

10  i  7 

35 

7 

V 

422 

<=,? 

50 

30 

464  Gp 

5 

2 

28 

'S 

1   1  7 

25 

8 

423 

2 

24 

V 

465  Gp 

12 

1 

ao 

8 

6  (21 

32 

• 

424 

G 

5 

26 

460  Bp 
467 1  B 

6 

30 

8 

B|>. 

a    1 

128 

V 

4i.'3 

B 

58 

24 

V 

1 

8 

20 

"1 

1      2 

24 

426 

B 

34    .. 

V 

4(19 1   if 

3 

4 

19 

V 

2  1   1 

30 

427    G 

34!  .. 

« 

1 

25 

V 

"J 

2  1.. 

20 

5 

V 

426  G 1 

54 

27    .. 

470  iGp 

2 

27 

8 

I   ,33 

■m 

129  Bi 

1 

20!  .. 

^71 

Gp 

0 

3 

30 

O 

7     i 

35 

8 

430  Bp 

2  ,20!  7 

V 

472 

Bjj 

7 

21 

6 

V 

B 

1   |S4 

27 

431  Up 

2 

36,  7 

473 

2 

3 

21 

^J 

'   ;  i 

i8 

J 

432     li 

4 

31  1  .. 

474 

Gp 

6 

3 

33 

8 

1     24 

2a 

433  Gp 

23|  7 

475 

Bp  1 

3 

20 

7 

■^ 

4 

3 

26 

7 

434  Gu 

3 

21:  .. 

V 

470 

0 

3 

31 

V 

I 

70 

22 

^"   ;435'    li 

2 

30     .. 

477 

D 

J 

10 

20 

V 

°i 

I 

8 

26 

..    1436  ;Bp 

8 

2«'  .. 

"V 

478 

Bp 

2 

4 

19 

0 

1 

40 

23 

..    ,437  Gp 

,    438     if 

G 

32!  .. 

V 

479 

Gp 

10 

i 

39 

fi 

G 

I 

38 

30 

12 

24    .. 

480 

B 

2 

1 

26 

V 

"<? 

I 

* 

24 

5 

..     4.-J9'  G 

8 

22    .. 

481 

Gp 

1 

4 

23 

I 

17 

..   I440;  G 

1 

80,  .. 

V 

462 

Bp 

4 

2 

24 

g;  9 

5 

43 

.  ■  441 '   G 

21 

30 

V 

483 

Gp 

1 

30 

Gpi  1 

Gp    1 

e 

22 

..  1  442.    li 

44 

30 

V 

484 

a\ 

2 

1 

24 

i 

26 

7 

..    ,444     ri 

40 

I 

485 

^l 

H 

12 

30 

"i 

1 

20 

6 

e 

'i 

30 

V 

481) 

5 

1 

34 

3ft 

■V     445     8 

* 

12 

34 

V 

487 

B 

J 

2 

23 

B 

26 

V  !446  Gp 

6 

2 

3-2 

V 

4S8 

Gp 

3 

2 

24 

Gp 

■i 

;i0 

..    1447  Bi 

8 

12 

28 

V 

489 

Gp 

5 

h 

26 

B, 

4  r2a 

V     448  B  1 

1 

ID 

G 

490 

of 

2 

1 

22 

■^ 

1  \n 

..  i  449  G  ] 

3 

20 

6 

491 

"i 

2 

3 

27 

7 

10 

3    30 

1 

..  I;4S0  Bp 

27 

6 

V 

492 

1 

0 

25 

- 

B 

2  ke 

..    1451  Gp 

i" 

23 

493 

Bp 

6 

2 

29 

a. 

12;  24 

8 

..    ;  452  G  j 

(i 

20 

494 

Bf 

1 

18 

7 

"S 

2  \'2a 

7 

..    i453,Gj 
..    ,454     fl 

17 

V 

495 

"i 

4 

I 

40 

3    39 

13 

25 

40fi 

3 

1 

24 

Bp 

1^30 

^    ,455     G 

SO 

24 

497 

Gp 

2 

11 

23 

.. '  V 

Of 

2 

6 

V     456'Bp 

3 

8 

30 

^ 

- 

498^Gp 

0 

50 

..  ../ 

OBSIJSVATIONS    ON 


1 

j 

=  1  ^ 

5 

1 

i 

J 

I 

1 

1 

t 

1 

i 

\t 

= 

1 

5 

i 

« 

St 

1  J 

■3 

r 

■3 

i  * 

t_ 

1 

X 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

4d<) 

B 

32 

y  ■ 

54rG|, 

1 

T^ 

« 

J 

583 

G 

1 

90 

. » 

AOO 

U 

1 

30 

tl 

4 1 

542  Bp 

2 

3  26 

.. 

584 

B 

30 

^ 

.. » 

MI 

G| 

4 

22 

7 

543     B 

20 

23 

585 

G 

0 

48 

35 

» » 

502 

flp 

2 

21 

344     B 

1 

20 

5K6 

°S 

•2 

i 

m 

50» 

i» 

4 

28 

a 

o45  Bp 

64C     B 

3 

26 

« 

587 

5 

6 

28 

3 ) 

604 

B 

30 

V 

3 

87 

5S8 

Gp 

5 

0 

2S 

^ « 

fiOd 

G 

7 

32 

V 

547  Gp 

2 

28 

7 

589 

B 

4 

1 

28 

.  I 

500 

11 

4   23 

548  Bp 

19 

8 

590 

G 

6 

j 

^ 

^  1 

507 

G| 

a  io 

5491   BlIO 

82 

591 

G 

1 

28 

.  1 

509 

Op 

1!30 

550  Bp    2 

22 

g 

59-2 

"J' 

e 

SO 

^  > 

509 

H 

33 

25 

V 

551    Bp 

1 

SO 

7 

V 

593 

20 

21 

.  1 

510 

Bp 

2 

19 

552      B 

1 

12  25 

594 

B 

4 

11 

27 

^  ,1 

ill 

Up 

4 

19 

7 

553  Gp 

554,   B 

2 

2    19 

7 

595 

Bp 

I 

-2 

20 

jry 

K 

ti 

30 

V 

1 

25 

V 

596 

Gp 

6 

13 

34 

513 

li 

4 

T 

32 

V 

535'  B 

ao 

V 

597 

°J 

1 

2 

20 

514 

B 

fl 

23 

V 

556  Gp 

85 

39S 

5 

SO 

. « 

515 

B 

30 

29 

55:      B 

1 

38 

V 

599 

B 

12 

23 

51(i 

G 

5 

30 

- 

558     B 

a 

34 

V 

600 

B 

1 

S4 

sa 

517 

B 

2 

■22 

553  Gp 

'2 

■26 

601 

Bp 

2 

12 

27 

518 

Bp 

2 

ii 

ti 

560  Bp 

■25 

602 

Gp 

3 

j 

30 

b\d 

B 

40 

35 

« 

561   Bp 

18 

6 

603 

^ 

1 

7 

19 

520 

G 

29 

B 

502 

Bl 

7 

'27 

604 

'cT 

12 

3 

27    »    - 

531 

B 

30 

28 

5C3 

G 

2 

26 

7 

605 

8 

5 

40    ^    V 

52-2 

Br 

4 

22 

564 

Gp 

-2 

20 

006 

B 

2 

2 

25    „    T 

523 

G 

1 

27 

V 

565 

B 

22 

607 

B 

2 

« 

25    -    - 

524 

Gf 

I 

19 

7 

500 

fi 

2 

23 

5 

608 

■^.r 

53 

27    ..   V 

525 

G 

1 

29 

567 

B 

25 

609 

2 

36 

24    -    T. 

52fi 

B 

27 

29 

V 

508 

B 

7 

3 

30 

5 

610 

B 

3 

4 

31    „    i 

527 

B 

i 

20 

7 

"V 

560 

Gl 

IB 

7 

V 

611 

G 

2 

4 

30    ..    I 

528 

B 

24 

28 

570 

B 

1 

'3 

2'- 

612 

B 

17 

25    ..    ? 

529 

B 

3 

40 

V 

571 

G| 

5 

2 

33 

613 

Gp 

2 

10 

20 

530 

li 

G 

1!) 

572 

Ij 

i 

20 

V 

614 

Gp 

4 

2 

28 

8    I 

J3I 

G 

0 

^7 

V 

573 

Bl 

2 

30 

24 

615 

Bp 

1 

30 

532 

G 

■271  7 

574 

It 

9 

24 

33 

V 

61^ 

Bp 

3 

1 

26 

J  , 

533 

B 

^7     .. 

V 

575 

G 

1 

3 

30 

617 

Bp 

1 

3 

21 

8    J 

534 

B 

4 

25     .. 

"V 

576 

Gp 

3 

3 

618 

"cf 

9 

21 

«    . 

535 

B 

3 

31    .. 

V 

577 

It 

2 

3 

22 

Vi«19 

6 

38 

40 

„    1 

^6 

"ci 

2 

21     .. 

578 

B 

1 

5 

2H 

V 

lOQfl 

Gp 

I 

4 

IS 

537 

16 

2G    .. 

579 

G 

2^22 

V 

|G2t 

Bp 

2 

3 

S2 

538 

Hj 

24 

34I  .. 

V 

580 

G| 

5 

■2   23 

6-22 

"cf 

I 

2 

22|  „|1 

53(1 

di  i 

10 

3H     ..V 

581 

Bp 

1 

J     13 

(i 

629 

5 

3 

sol.,  ll 

540  B  p!  2 

11 

20   ..!.. 

582 

Bp 

' 

..     30 

• 

!624|   B 

1 

36 

26 

-1^ 

STILL-BORN    CHILDREN. 


I  pi 


1^0 

I  1 30 
2122 
t   Hi 

0135 
i  1^4 
2)27 


ii: 


■1  Gp  ; 
3  Cf  ! 
i    0 


67H'Gij  ^ 
»i79l  if  i 
680,   IJ     i 


(ifr; 

fi 

j 

ftK,1 

r. 

« 

(iK4 

K 

^ 

(iK-i 

It 

--i 

tm 

(i 

4 

W7 

«,f 

tm 

mi 

o 

1 

m\ 

H 

I 

m\ 

",? 

S 

iiifi 

.s 

Up 

r 

"ri' 

it 

im 

n 

tm 

"P 

i 

r.n 

im 

'■,r 

.', 

m<i 

!> 

7IMI 

Up 

tt 

701 

l> 

71  y 

H 

■m 

(i 

nu 

H 

S 

70j 
7lW 

",r 

1 

707 

7U8 

"■f 

4 

3  22 

3S  '25 

I  -25 

10  30 


__ 

"^^ 

~ 

"~ 

j 

i 

1 
3 

! 

^ 

i 

' 

1 

■v 

^ 

A 

c 

a 

"* 

< 

° 

709 

G 

0 

2 

30 

7 

7IU 

li 

I 

43 

X^ 

711 

G 

I 

34 

)\) 

V 

712 

B 

1 

ti 

23 

V 

713 

0 

2 

3 

26 

V 

714 

B 

2 

4rt 

34 

71  j 

B 

1 

4 

20 

7I(> 

B 

7 

S 

S6 

V 

717 

"i 

2 

3 

28 

718 

2 

1 

20 

719 

B 

2 

1 

JO 

720 

Gp 

IS 

721 

^J 

1 

17 

21 

722 

1 

14 

24 

723 

B 

0 

4U 

37 

V 

724 

Bi> 

I 

23 

V 

725 

"J 

9 

24 

40 

V 

72C 

1 

50 

30 

727 

G 

2 

10 

28 

72ft 

G 

1 

5 

22 

720 

"cT 

3 

2 

25 

7 

730 

1 

24 

20 

V 

731 

lip 

5 

3 

30 

S 

732 

B 

3 

23 

733 

B 

3 

6 

35 

7 

734 

G 

4 

3 

32 

8 

V 

735 

0 

2 

2 

20 

8 

736 

B 

1 

90 

28 

737 

Bn 

9 

4 

:12 

738 

Ci 

36 

20 

V 

739 

Gp 

2 

1 

24 

7 

740 

G 

30 

•28 

V 

741 

G 

1 

7 

22 

742 

(51 

1 

ft 

21 

V 

713 

0 

2 

1 

22 

744 

b| 

4 

30 

745 

B 

1 

2G 

20 

V 

,  746 

B 

5 

24 

747 

Bl 

4 

5 

29 

74ft 

CI 

:i 

27 

V 

7-49 

B 

1 

1 

35 

7M 

B| 

3 

4 

24 

« 

" 

mi 


OBSRRVATIOXS   OX 


1 

,S    1 

B 

1 

Mill 

^1 
ill 

793  j   G 

1 

hit 

1 

ui 

11 

i 
I 

j 

7a  I 

25    iiO     .. 

9 '2-2' .. 

.. 

835 

Gp'    5 

a'aa 

7JS2 

Gp 

1 

(i    '21 

794  Bp 

a 

1  '  23  1  8 

V 

836 

Bl 

2,98 

« 

753 

Gp 

..     22 

V 

7!)6,Bp 

l|23     6 

837 

Gp 

3   24 

1 

7J4 

"<f 

4 

1    30 

796     d 

3 

2  1  19    .. 

V 

G 

•27,23 

7.M 

1 

30   25 

797IBP 

11 

1  ;35     5 

839 

0 

|2S 

t 

756 

Dp 

2 

1    26 

798 'B  11 

2 

I2I2O     ■■ 

BVJ 

G 

2 

27 

7 

757 

%l 

..     26 

■■ 

V 

7'JO  ,B  p 

3 

1 

■25:  6 

841 

G 

7 

24 

" 

i 

758 

2-i'30 

800    G 

4 

3 

29    .. 

„ 

842 

B 

16 

37 

759 

"<f 

3 

5   23 

81)1  Gp 

4 

3 

843 

Bp 

i 

26 

i 

760 

2 

6   33 

V 

SO2;  G 

fl 

21 

7 

-. 

844 

G 

S 

25 

761 

"i 

B;2G 

8 

.. 

W3 

G 

2 

2 

20 

e 

V 

845 

Gp 

2 

30 

762 

1    28 

5 

- 

«04 

B 

3 

4 

33 

V 

846 

Bp 

11 

22 

7 

703 

Gp 

S   23     ..1  .. 

805 

V 

1 

I 

20 

847 

B 

19 

23 

..  T 

764 

"cf 

I    25  j 

80fi 

3 

1 

27 

V 

S4N 

B 

'["4 

34 

-   T 

705 

s  ;i8    ..  1  .. 

S07 

B 

2 

1  21 

849 

"cf 

2      I 

36 

« 

766 

B 

e  32 1  .. 

V 

fi08 

G 

10 

48!3li 

V 

850 

'       1 

27 

5 

767 

B 

18   26     .. 

809 

Br 

4 

1,29 

851  G  p 

852  B 

1    12 

27 

I 

768 

B 

1.24     C 

810 

Gn 

3  22 

1 

25 

769 

B 

J       fl    21  ,  -. 

V 

8li 

Bp 

4 

3  28 

8.53 'Bp 

3 

21 

i 

770 

B 

812 

11 

2,22 

5 

854  Bp 

2!i:o 

7 

771 

'J 

2    21     .. 

813 

G 

2 

4 

24 

8S5i  G 

8     16 

772 

s'3-2    .. 

V 

H14 

G 

4 

5 

35 

8^6  1    B 

50    33 

773 

V 

liS5    7 

815 

Gp 

8 

■■ 

30 

y 

857  Bp 

I    SO 

8 

774 

24  30 

V 

816 

"i 

2 

3 

30 

8 

858  Gp 

I 

32 

7 

775 

B 

u  :)-i 

V 

817 

1 

56 

20 

V 

859     B 

SO 

di 

776 

Bp 

2'25 

818 

"s 

1 

2 

24 

6 

860     B 

12 

28 

777 

"J 

i.23 

V 

»<19 

2 

2 

25 

V 

861  Gp 

862  G 

6 

So 

i 

778 

19   27 

■■ 

m 

B 

48 

25 

V 

18 

28 

779 

0 

] 

72  124 

821 

B 

4 

23 

863    G 

2 

sa 

780 

B 

i 

;0;2j 

V 

$22 

B 

i 

I4|28 

864!  G 

a 

27 

781 

B 

7|2fl 

8 

ti2s 

G 

5 

35 

V 

865  iBp 

I 

27 

'i 

782 

B 

i\m 

S 

824 

G 

<i 

4 

35 

86fS 

Bp 

1 

ao 

« 

783 

B 

32 

7 

825 

B 

8 

SO 

a 

V 

867 

G 

13 

21 

784 

"i 

3 

30 

..     8-26 

B 

1 

24 

23 

868 

".f 

2a 

33 

i 

7S5 

4 

20 

,.  "827 

G 

5 

34 

A 

869 

6 

33 

? 

786 

H 

1    48 

23 

V  !;  828 

"cf 

2 

4 

30 

870 

B 

9 

2a 

787 

B 

1,  15 

31 

..  1  829 

7 

10 

30 

871 

G 

2 

25 

788 

G 

2     5 

28 

V  .'  830 

Bl 

2 

22 

7 

872 

Bp 

1 

28 

4 

790 

B 

l|36 

21 

..   ■.831 

C 

18 

24 

873 

B 

4» 

28 

t 

790 

B 

1    36 

26 

..      832 

G 

1 

3 

25 

V 

874  Bp 

^75    B 

3 

SO 

s 

791 

B 

1  1  3 

21 

..    i:8.-J3 

B 

1 

3 

25 

V 

36 

6 

792 

G 

1    10 

21 

S 

..    '834 

B 

1 

± 

23 

I 

m.  B 

^ 

27 

STILL-BORN    CHILDREN. 


41)7 


• 

i 

i 

s 

o 

1^ 

JO 

'5 

K 

X 

< 

< 

Bp 

2 

1 

27 

7 

GV 

« 

5 

32 

6 

^<r 

4 

2 

28 

•  • 

6 

6 

27 

•  • 

^rf 

4 

4 

26 

6 

3 

8 

30 

•• 

G 

6 

1 

39 

5 

G 

1 

14 

24 

•• 

y 

2 

1 

26 

5 

8 

4 

28 

•• 

6 

1 

8 

21 

•• 

B 

1 

3 

27 

•• 

B 

1 

12 

27 

•• 

G 

a 

12 

29 

•• 

B 

1 

7 

18 

8 

B 

1 

24 

30 

•• 

G 

1 

6 

21 

•• 

Bp 

3 

•• 

24 

•• 

■1 

3 

4 

25 

•• 

5 

11 

30 

•• 

B 

6 

48 

40 

•• 

B 

1 

6 

26 

•• 

G 

1 

14 

22 

•• 

B 

2 

3 

23 

•• 

"■r 

12 

3 

37 

•• 

2 

36 

30 

•• 

G 

1 

8 

35 

•• 

'£ 

4 

6 

35 

•• 

1 

3 

30 

•• 

»J 

3 

4 

34 

•• 

9 

15 

37 

•• 

Gp 

6 

26 

40 

•■ 

V 

1 

4 

22 

8 

1 

72 

27 

•• 

Bp 

2 

•  • 

22 

6 

Bp 

4 

1 

34 

8 

Bp 

1 

1 

22 

6 

"i 

1 

4 

19 

5 

4 

'4 

33 

•• 

V 

2 

I 

25 

7 

1 

48 

21 

•• 

G 

5 

2 

36 

•« 

a 
o 


V 
V 


V 
V 


V 
V 
V 

•  • 

V 
V 


# 
V 


u 

o 

0 

c 


I 


919  G 

920 

921 

922 

923 

924 

925 

926 


B 

Bp 

""<! 

G 

Gp 


927  Gp 

G 

Gp 

Gp 

B 

Gp 

B 

Sp 

Bp 

Bp 

G 

Gp 


928 

929 

930 

931 

932 

933 

934 

935 

936 

937 

938 

939 

940 

!941 

1942 

;943 

!944 

,945 

946 

.947 

!948 

949 

950 

951 

952 

953 

954 

955 

956 

957 

958 

959 

960 


a 

II 

e  k 


B 
G 

B 

Sp 
Sp 

gp 

^^ 

G 

"J 

Bp 


4 
8 
1 
2 
4 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
5 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
3 
1 
6 
1 
1 
9 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
3 
1 
2 
2 
6 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 


i 


C 

a 
e 


c 

CB 

C 

9* 

be 

< 


20 

5 

1 

4 

6 

5 

2 


27 

5  ; 

I 

1  : 

2 

1 

2 
3 
24 
1 
1 

•  • 

12 

3 

3 

13 

3 

4 

6 

6 

2 

1 

•  « 

2 
1 
1 
2 
15 
3 
4 
10 
1 


U 

e 

< 


7 
7 


7 

8 
8 


6 


5 


26 
36 
30 
25 
30 
26 
36 
20 
18 
25 
25 
25 
30 
'22 
27 
19 
19 
30 
21 
24'  .. 

24  I  5 
261  .. 
30'  .. 

25  .. 
23l  8 
40'  .. 
27 
24 
23 
22 
22 
30 
24 
23 
25 
29 
23 
30 
33 
27 
33 
23 


7 
8 
7 

8 
7 


6 


o 
o 


k 


V 
V 


V 
V 

* 


V 
V 

■  • 

V 
V 
V 


V 
V 


V 
V 


9f 

s 


o 


'a 


M 


a 
ee 


_5. 
1^ 


^ 


961 
962 
963 
964 
965 
966 
967 
968 
969 
970 
971 
972 
973 
974 
975 
976 
977 
978 
979 
980 
981 
982 
983 
984 
98i 
986 
987 
988 
989 
99() 
991 
992 
993 
994 
995 
996 
997 
998 
999 
1000 
1001 
1002 


B 

B 
Bp 

Gp 

Gp 

Gp 

B 

Bp 

G 

G 

G 

Bp 

B 

B 

B 

G 

G 

B 

Gp 

B 

G 

G 

G 

Bp 

G 

B 

Gp 

pP 

Gp 

^P 
Bp 

G 

B 

B 

Gp 

Bp 

Gp 


4 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 
o 

5 

7 

6 

1 

2 

2 

1 

4 

3 

1 

8 

3 

5 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 
♦> 

6 
8 
2 
1 
2 
I 
1 
7 
7 
5 
2 
2 
2 
1 


I 


& 

9 
O 

s 


24 
4 
4 
4 

1 
9 

36 
2 
6 
1 
2 
6 
12 
•• 
1 

48 
2 

70 

1 

4 

4 

2 

4 
28 

2 

4 

3 

3 

2 

6 

5 

2 
24 
36 

3 

3 

4 

2 

1 

3 

8 


g 

O 
< 


28 

21 

26 

30 

26 

21 

24 

23  1 

28 

27 

26 

29 

17 

22 

22 

23 

23 

28 

25 

33 

26 

25 

26 

34 

25 

22 

25 

26 

28 

33 

24 

25 

26 

25 

24 

35 

30 

28 

19 

30 

24 

21 


Q  i  ^ 

&i  I 

<  I  o 

V 


8 


6 

•• 
6 


8 
6 


8 
8 


V 

y 


V 

•• 

V 

•• 

V 

« 

V 


# 


2  K 


OBSERVATIONS   ON 


looa,  B 

r 

1 

20 

i 

i 

* 

1 

3 

■3 

1 
•5 
1 

1 

J 

1 

i 

1 

1 

e 
J 

1 

V 

I04S 

G 

, 

4 

21 

V 

loss'   B 

1 

U 

24 

1004    G 

21 

19 

V 

1044 

]i 

4 

25 

V 

l064'Gp 
I0S5    B 

a 

I 

20 

1005    B 

9 

37 

V 

1045 

"i 

I 

20 

7 

11 

2 

2S 

looel  G 

4 

33 

V 

I04(> 

3 

9 

21 

V 

loseGp 

3 

1 

2a 

1007  B  1 

■2i 

28 

1047 

Up 

0 

3 

30 

8 

V 

1087    B 

4S 

24 

looe  B 

7 

■27 

V 

1048 

1) 

S4 

30 

1088    B 

2 

12 

28 

loog!  G 

6 

30 

1049 

Op 

■2 

23 

7 

V 

1039  Gi 

loaol  G 

] 

32 

lOiul  B 

4 

2« 

7 

1050 

Op 

a 

4 

'U 

1 

17 

19 

NUt    B 

i 

25 

V 

1051 

Gp 

14 

28 

• 

logi^Bp 

1 

56 

2j 

lOiaQn 
iu:3  13 

I 

19 

V 

1052 

"J- 

12 

28 

l092'Gp 

6 

t 

2t 

2* 

23 

1053 

2 

<ia 

3fi 

V 

lOSSlGp 

1 

J 

[014  Bp 
1015    if 

3 

22 

7 

1054 

B 

1 

24 

22 

lOMjG, 

4 

2  27 

4 

23 

V 

1055 

G 

2 

5 

24 

1096|    B 

58   28 

1016  Gp 

101 7|  G 

3 

38 

8 

1051, 

B 

30 

V 

lOSOBj. 

2 

_    20 

18 

■23 

1057 

Bp 

2 

4 

3D 

10971 B  p 

1 

I   20 

lOlBGp 

2 

4 

2(1 

1058 

If 

50 

32 

V 

1098:Gp 

4 

8   20 

1919,  B 

S 

5 

34 

V 

1059 

S 

1 

44 

1099 

G 

1 

4  30 

1020  B  p 
10-2J    B 

3 

10 

30 

S 

IO(iO 

B 

e 

3 

38 

V 

1100 

G 

U 

1 

22 

6 

30 

V 

1001 

B 

50 

30 

• 

1101 

fi 

U 

9 

3ii 

1022  G 

1 

20 

V 

I0G3 

Bp 

3 

27 

8 

1102 

B 

5 

8 

28 

1023,  G 

13 

21 

1063 

Gp 

3 

37 

6 

1103 

G 

1 

6 

Ifi 

1024    G 

« 

8 

30 

V 

10G4 

"(f 

10 

36 

5 

1104 

G 

1 

do 

20 

1025   G 

1 

1 

21 

1065 

1 

I'b 

28 

1105 

B 

I 

40 

30 

1026  Gp 

1027  G 

« 

2  '28 

1066 

B 

1 

12 

31 

1106 

Gp 

1 

5 

23 

5 

8l3fl 

1007 

B 

3 

4 

23 

1107 

Gp 

1 

1 

18 

1028.0  fi 

S 

i 

2(i 

e 

1008 

0 

7 

1 

34 

V 

iioe 

Gp 

3 

3 

22 

10:i9;Bp 

A 

i 

30 

6 

10651 

"■f 

2 

4 

24 

a 

1109 

1) 

1 

14 

25 

1030 

B 

3 

22 

S 

1070 

1 

5 

-24 

1110 

Bp 

:i 

3 

31 

loai 

0 

2 

43 

1071 

B 

1 

fi 

28 

1111 

G 

1 

3G 

25 

1032 

B 

11 

24 

3@ 

V 

i072 

"i 

1 

8 

35 

Itl2 

B 

B 

10 

25 

1033 

"i 

3 

fi 

24 

1073 

» 

^ 

1113 

G 

i 

no 

22 

1084 

5 

3 

-20 

IU74 

B 

4 

12 

set 

V 

1114 

B 

3 

28 

1035 

B 

4 

.■J 

29 

V 

1075 

"y 

1 

6 

24 

1115 

B 

43 

20 

I03G 

"S 

S 

4 

i5 

6 

1070 

1 

5 

20 

V 

1116 

G 

2 

3 

23 

1037 

3 

e(27 

1077 

B 

5 

20 

V 

1117 

B 

2 

S 

23 

1088 

B 

I 

72  20 

V 

I07S 

B 

4 

35 

G 

1118 

Gp 

1 

2 

J5 

I03ff 

Gp 

I 

8  is 

1079 

Gp 

o 

29 

1119 

G 

1 

6 

26 

1040 

Bp 

5  21 

7 

roso 

U 

2 

24 

1120 

Gp 

10 

« 

ao 

1041 

B 

i4'33 

V 

1081 

Bp 

3 

3 

29 

8 

"V 

1121 

Bp 

2   e 

24 

1042 

B 

2 

*:*•" 

8 

■■ 

1083 

Bp 

J_ 

0 

24 

STILL-BORN  CHILDREN. 


499 


TTie  following  tables  shew  the  number  of  hours 
each  patient  was  in  labour ;  the  age  of  the  patients, 
and  whether  it  was  a  first  or  subsequent  pregnancy. 

Hours  in  labour,  thus  20  were  i  of  an  hour,  and 
so"  on  :  the  duration  of  labour  in  76  cases  cannot  be 
stated,  many  having  been  delivered  immediately  on 
admission,  and  others  on  their  way  to  Hospital, 
&c. — See  cases. 
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Age  of  patients,  thus  1  was  16  years  of  age, 
and  so  on. 
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1st  pregnancies,  and  so  on. 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  CHILDREN  DYING  IN  THE 

HOSPITAL. 

In  the  following  statement  it  shall  be  my  object  to 
make  known,  with  as  much  brevity  and  correctness 
as  possible,  the  most  important  particulars  respect- 
ing the  mortality  of  infants  born  in  the  Hospital,  in 
the  course  of  my  residence,  during  the  time  the 
mothers  remained  in  the  institution ;  which,  in  most 
instances,  was  for  a  period  of  eight,  nine,  or  ten 
days  after  delivery. 

The  total  number  of  children  born  was  16,654  ; 
of  these  284  died  previous  to  the  mother  leaving 
Hospital ;  this  is  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  one  in 
58i,  which  must  be  considered  a  moderate  mortality 
under  any  circumstances ;  however,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered, that  this  includes  not  only  aU  the  deaths 
that  occurred  in  children  born  preinaiurelyy  and  in 
twinsy  but  also  every  instance  where  the  heart  even 
actedj  or  where  respiration  ceased  in  a  Jew  seconds 
after  birthj  the  proportion  of  deaths  becomes  trifling 
indeed. 

Of  the  284  deaths,  one  hundred  were  premature 
deliveries,  viz. — three  at  the  6th  month }  of  these 
one  died  in  3  minutes  ;  one  in  2  hours ;  the  length 
of  time  the  other  lived  is  not  noted.     Fifteen   at 
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the  6th  month  ;  of  these  two  died  in  5  minutes,  one 
in  1  hour,  one  in  6,  one  in  9,  one  in  10,  one  in  11, 
one  in  12,  and  one  in  16  hours  \five  lived  one  day ; 
the  length  of  time  one  of  the  15  lived  is  not  re- 
corded. Forty-nine  at  the  7th  month ;  of  these 
four  died  in  5  minutes,  and  one  in  15 ;  one  in  3 
hours,  one  in  4,  one  in  6,  one  in  9>  ^^^  in  12,  one 
in  1 3,  one  in  26,  and  three  in  36  hours  ;  sLc  lived 
one  day,  four  2,  <Aree  3,  six  4,  <m?o  6,  and  two  7 
days ;  the  length  of  time  eleven  of  the  49  lived  is 
not  entered.  Twenty-eight  at  the  8th  month ;  of 
these  one  died  in  15  minutes,  one  in  20,  and  one  in 
30 minutes;  one  lived  1  hour,  one  2,  one  6,  two  12^ 
two  14,  and  o/ie  31  hours  ;  two  lived  1  day,yJmr  2, 
<m;o  5,  <Aree  6,  and  one  18  days ;  the  length  of  time 
^ve  of  the  28  lived  is  not  noted. 

Thirty-two  of  the  children  who  died  were  twins ; 
of  these  17  were  premature.  The  following  Nos. 
refer  to  the  twin  cases  in  the  General  Table,  (in  a 
few  instances  in  this  table  the  two  children  are 
included  under  the  same  No.,  the  column  in- 
dicating  the  sex  will  shew  where  this  occurs) : — 
Nos.  5,  11,  12,  23,  34,  41,  43,  45,  46,  51,  72,  103, 
128,  154,  155,  160,  168,  169,  177,  189,  190,  191, 
192,  197,  198,  229,  258,  261,  268,  276,  280,  282. 

Thirty-two  children  born  at  the  full  period  died 
a  few  minutes  after  birth ;  in  six  of  these  respiration 
could  not  be  established,  though  the  heart's  action 
contihued  for  some  time. 
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Seventy  children,  also  born  at  tiie  fiill  tfane,  but 
most  of  them  in  a  very  feeble  state,  died  at  the  fol- 
lowing periods  after  birth  : — One  died  in  i  an  hour, 
three  in  1  hour,  three  in  3,  three  in  4,  two  in  6,  one 
in  8,  two  in  10,  five  in  12,  ttm  in  14,  one  in  15^ 
and  one  in  18  hours*  Ten  died  on  the  first  day, 
five  on  the  2d,  eleven  on  the  3d,  two  on  the  4th, 
fimr  on  the  6th,  four  on  the  6th,  Jbur  on  the  7th, 
two  on  the  8th,  one  on  the  9th,  one  on  the  lOdi, 
and  one  on  the  37th  day ;  the  length  of  time  ofMr 
lived  was  not  noted. 

The  labour  in  the  above  70  cases  was  in  one  i  of 
an  hour,  in  nine  1  hour,  in  fifteen  2,  in  three  3,  in 
twelve  4,  in  eight  5,  in  three  6,  in  one  7,  in  three 
8,  in  three  9,  in  three  10,  in  one  12,  in  two  14,  in 
one  15,  in  one  17,  in  three  24,  and  in  (me  30  hours. 
In  these  70  it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  labours 
were  in  almost  all  of  a  very  short  duration ;  yet 
above  one  half  of  the  children  died  within  twenty^ 
four  hours  from  birth. 

In  nine  instances  there  was  little  doubt  the 
mothers  destroyed  the  children ;  in  nine  other  in- 
stances the  children  were  born  either  imperfect  or 
diseased  ;  of  these  an  account  is  given  below. 

Fiji^  of  the  284  presented  preternaturally,  viz., 
Nos.  5,  23,  157,  and  184,  with  the  shoulder  or  arm. 
Nos.  5,  (a  twin  case),  12,  34,  43,  44,  46,  48,  59, 
71,  74,  88,  105,  122,  129,  131,  146,  163,  177,  192, 
196,  197,  211,  229,  243,  255,  258,  259,  261,  and 
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268,  with  the  breech.  Nos.  2,  11,  18,  40,  54,  72, 
75,  97,  128,  141,  152,  154,  160,  169,  198,  280, 
with  the  feet.     No.  166  with  the  knee. 

Thirty-seven  of  the  284  died  of  Trismus  Nascen- 
tium ;  of  these  one  was  attacked  on  the  2d  day,  two 
on  the  4th,  eleven  on  the  6th,  twelve  on  the  6th,  Jive 
on  the  7th,  two  on  the  8th,  and  one  on  the  9th  j  the 
period  after  birth  at  which  three  were  attacked,  is 
not  noted.  One  died  in  18  hours  after  the  seizure, 
one  in  19,  one  in  20,  one  in  21i,  twelve  in  24,  one 
in  26,  one  in  29,  three  in  30,  two  in  33,  one  in  36, 
one  in  38,  one  in  40,  one  in  48,  two  in  70,  and  one 
in  72  hours ;  the  period  at  which  seven  died  was 
not  recorded.  The  following  are  the  Nos.  of  these 
cases  as  they  are  found  in  the  General  Table :— • 
Nos.  7,  8,  9,  14,  17,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  32,  36, 
69,  73,  77,  78,  79,  103,  109,  112,  127,  133,  134, 
147,  158,  164,  183,  185,  195,  220,  221,  234,  247, 
249,  252,  257,  274. 

I  shall  now  give  a  short  detail  of  some  cases 
not  included  in  the  above  statements,  also  of  such 
already  noticed  as  possessed  any  peculiarity. 

No.  6. — The  mother  came  into  Hospital  covered 
with  petechiae,  and  died  on  the  3d  day  after  delivery 
of  malignant  typhus  fever ;  she  was  48  hours  in 
labour  ;  the  child  died  in  3  hours. 

No.  29. — Was  36  hours  in  labour;  the  pains 
were  very  irregular,  smd  the  abdomen  remarkably 
distended,  rendering  her  very  helpless ;    as  soon, 
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therefore,  as  the  os  uteri  and  soft  parts  were  well 
dilated,  the  membranes  were  punctured,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  water  discharged,  followed  by  an  im- 
mediate reduction  in  the  size  of  the  abdomen^  and 
a  more  regular  action  of  the  uterus;  the  child 
was  born  in  a  very  feeble  state,  and  died  on  the 
4th  day. 

No.  70. — Was  48  hours  in  lingering  labour  ;  the 
child  died  in  24  hours. 

No.  81. — Was  40  hours  in  lingering  labour  ;  the 
membranes  did  not  give  way  until  15  minutes 
before  the  child's  birth;  it  was  born  at  the  8th 
month,  and  died  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

No.  82. — This  child  died  of  enteritis,  after  two 
days'  illness  on  the  5th  day. 

No.  171. — The  uterus  continued  to  act  with 
considerable  vigour  for  several  hours,  yet  the 
pains  were  inefficient;  and  when  the  head  came 
nearly  to  press  on  the  perinaBum,  it  remained 
stationary  for  12  hours.  The  pelvis  appearing 
sufficiently  roomy,  the  forceps  was  applied,  and  the 
child  cautiously  brought  down  ;  the  funis,  however, 
was  around  the  head,  and  so  compressed  during 
delivery,  that  though  immediately  previous  the 
foetal  heart's  action  had  been  distinctly  heard,  it  had 
ceased  to  pulsate  when  the  child  was  born.  Sti- 
mulants and  artificial  respiration  succeeded  in 
exciting  the  heart's  action,  and  also  a  strong 
pulsation  in  the  funis;  but  though  it  continued  to 
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act  for  40  minutes,  natural  respiration  could  not  be 
established. 

The  mother  from  the  period  of  delivery  gra- 
dually sunk,  never  having  afforded  the  slightest 
hope  of  recovery.  Extensive  inflammation  of  the 
vagina  and  all  the  soft  parts  set  in,  followed  by 
sloughing,  and  she  died  on  the  10th  day.  • 

On  examination  after  death,  the  soft  parts  within 
the  pelvis  exhibited  an  extensively  sloughy  appear- 
ance ;  the  inflammation  extended  to  the  ligaments  of 
the  uterus,  where  matter  was  found  in  several 
points  J  the  uterus  itself  was  soft  and  flabby.  The 
urethra  was  uninjured.  On  opening  the  chest 
several  tubercular  abscesses  were  observed  in  the 
substance  of  the  right  lung,  with  tubercles  in 
different  stages.  All  the  viscera  were  more  or 
less  unhealthy.  It  was  evident  she  must  have  been 
labouring  under  a  very  general  state  of  disease  for 
some  time,  which  may  possibly  account  for  such 
rapid  sinking,  after  a  labour  by  no  means  severe. 
It  was  her  first  child,  and  she  was  36  hours  ill. 

No.  40. — The  funis  was  prolapsed ;  see  Ob- 
servations on  Presentations  of  Feet,  No.  6. 

No.  178. — This  child  was  delivered  with  the 
forceps,  uterine  action  being  feeble  and  inefficient. 

The  labour  lasted  50  hours  ;  it  was  a  first  child, 
and  died  on  the  4th  day. 

No.  152. — The  feet  presented  in  this  case,  with 
a  prolapsus  of  the  funis. 
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No.  214. — The  heart  acted  for  15  minates  after 
birth,  but  respiration  could  not  be  established.  It 
was  a  first  child,  the  labour  lasted  36  hours. 

No.  245. — This  labour  lasted  60  hours  ;  it  was  a 
first  pregnancy  ;  the  child  died  in  24  hours.  The 
placenta  was  retained  by  an  hour-glass  contraction. 

No.  10. — The  mother  was  30  hours  in  labour ; 
it  was  her  2d  child ;  she  had  very  severe  labour 
with  her  first. 

No.  2 1 . — The  mother  had  very  violent  labour 
pains  for  several  hours,  from  the  effects  of  which  the 
child  seemed  to  have  suffered. 

No.  35. — This  child  was  bom  between  the  6th 
and  7th  month :  it  died  on  the  3d  day. 

The  mother  was  bled  before  delivery  for  a  fixed 
pain  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen.  It  returned 
after  delivery,  and  required  for  its  removal  the 
active  emplojnnent  of  leeches,  fomentations,  and 
purgatives. 

No.  61. — This  child  was  very  large,  weighed 
llflbs. ;  it  lived  but  6  hours;  the  waters  were 
discharged  before  the  mother's  admission. 

No.  63. — This  child  was  also  large,  weighed 
10  lbs ;  it  lived  but  one  hour. 

No.  110. — Was  born  between  the  7th  and  8th 
month,  and  died  on  the  first  day.  The  mother 
came  into  Hospital  labouring  under  typhus  fever,  iu 
an  advanced  stage.  She  recovered  slowly.  Her 
husband  was  in  the  fever  hospital  at  the  same  time. 
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No.  138. — The  labour  lasted  but  16  hours ;  the 
pains  however  were  for  some  time  severe.  It  was 
her  first  child,  and  merely  respired  for  a  few 
minutes. 

No.  166. — This  child  presented  with  the  knee ; 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  in  delivering  the 
head)  and  a  considerable  time  elapsed  before  respi- 
ration could  be  established. 

No.  172. — This  child  was  born  apparently  life- 
less; it  was  however  resuscitated,  but  died  in 
15  hours. 

No.  157. — This  was  an  arm  presentation  ;  it  was 
turned,  but  died  in  an  hour  and  a  half. 

No.  182. — The  funis  had  prolapsed,  and  the 
child  was  apparently  still-born  ;  it  was  with  some 
exertion  resuscitated,  but  died  in  18  hours. 

No.  184. — See  Observations  on  Presentations  of 
Shoulder  or  Arm,  No.  25. 

No.  211. — Here  premature  labour  was  induced, 
in  consequence  of  the  uterus  having  ruptured  during 
her  preceding  delivery*  See  Observations  on 
Rupture  of  Uterus,  No.  14. 

No.  228. — This  child  died  14  hours  aflfcer  birth ;  it 
was  a  10th  child,  all  of  which,  except  two,  were 
still-born  ;  and  one  of  the  two  died  one  week  after 
delivery. 

No.  237. — The  labour  lasted  24  hours ;  the  head 
having  made  no  progress  for  the  last  1 4,  the  child 
being  alive,  as  indicated  by  the  stethoscope,  and 
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the  ear  to  be  felt,  the  forceps  was  applied,  and 
delivery  thus  effected  in  about  10  minutes,  without 
any  effort  of  consequence  being  required,  yet  the 
child  was  bom  in  an  extremely  feeble  state, 
and,  although  the  heart's  action  was  heard  most 
distinctly  previous  to  delivery,  it  was  necessary 
for  several  hours  to  use  the  most  unrevutting 
exertions  before  respiration  could  be  even  imper- 
fectly established.  It  died  in  28  hours.  We  re- 
gretted much  our  interference  in  this  instance,  and 
had  little  doubt  if  we  had  trusted  to  the  natural 
efforts,  the  child  would  have  sustained  less  injury. 

No.  248. — The  mother  was  labouring  under  low 
nervous  fever  on  admission,  which  continued  for 
some  time  after  delivery. 

No.  251. — The  mother  was  {y^mitted  labouring 
under  typhus  fever. 

No.  265. — Was  born  on  the  1 1th  of  the  month, 
was  seized  with  convulsions  on  the  evening  of  the 
12th,  and  died  the  following  morning. 

No.  270. — See  Observations  on  Prolapsus  of  the 
Umbilical  Cord,  No.  95. 

In  the  7itne  succeeding  cases  the  children  were 
either  born  in  an  imperfect  or  diseased  state. 
The  two  syphilitic  cases  are  extremely  rare  occur- 
rences. I  have  only  met  with  two  other  instances, 
where  the  children  were  born  alive  with  the 
^eruption  so  characteristic.     I  have  a  very  accurate 
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drawing  of  one  these  cases,  which  was  peculiarly  well 
marked. 

No.  15. — This  child  died  on  the  3d  day.  No 
evacuation  could  be  procured  from  the  bowels; 
injections  when  thrown  up  even  in  small  quantity 
were  instantly  returned  unchanged.  This  led  ub 
to  suspect  obstruction  of  the  intestine,  which  was 
found  to  be  the  case.  On  dissection,  the  gut 
was  found  impervious,  so  high  up  as  the  head  of 
the  colon.  A  substance,  similar  in  appearance  to  the 
testicle  of  an  infant,  was  found  at  the  place  where 
the  obstruction  existed ;  it  was  not  however  glandular 
in  structure. 

No.  19. — This  was  an  acephalous  foetus,  much 
deformed ;  it  died  in  an  hour. 

No.  74. — This  child  had  umbilical  hernia  when 
born,  with  a  covering  so  transparent  that  the 
intestine  could  be  seen  through  it.  It  was  imme^' 
diately  returned  into  the  abdomen,  when  a  tumour 
as  large  as  a  walnut  was  found  still  remaining. 
Mr.  Colles,  our  consulting  surgeon,  was  called  to 
see  the  case,  when  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
apply  a  ligature  nearer  to  the  body  of  the  child, 
the  first  having  been  put  on  so  as  to  avoid  in- 
cluding any  portion  of  the  contents  of  the  tumour. 
When*  the  ligature  was  put  loosely  round  the  neck 
of  the  tumour  the  sac  was  opened,  and  found  to 
contain  what  was  considered    by  some   to  be  an 
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appendage  to  the  intestine ;  but  was  by  o&ers 
thought  to  resemble  very  much  in  shape  a&d 
appearance  the  gall-bladder  of  an  infant.  Tlds 
appendage  was  adhering  most  firmly  to  a  sub- 
stance very  similar  to  clotted  blood,  but  more  dense, 
requiring  much  care  in  its  separation.  When 
separated,  it  was  cautiously  returned  into  the  abdo- 
men ;  during  the  operation  a  considerable  quantity 
of  intestine  protruded,  which  was  carefully  replaced. 
The  child  died  in  15  hours. 

On  dissection,  the  substance  before  mentioned, 
proved  to  be  the  gaU-bladder,  and  an  appendage 
from  one  of  the  small  intestines  was  found  included 
in  the  ligature. 

Would  this  child  have  had  a  better  chance  of  life 
if  left  as  before  the  operation  ?  I  am  of  opinion  it 
would,  if  we  could  suppose  that  the  covering  of  tlie 
tumour,  which  was  formed  by  the  dilatation  of  the 
funis,  would  not  slough ;  this  would  most  likely 
have  taken  place,  and  it  was  on  this  account  that  it 
was  thought  best  to  return  it  into  the  abdomen. 

The  bowels  were  once  opened  after  the  opera- 
tion ;  they  had  been  quite  regular  and  easily 
affected  by  medicine  before  it. 

No.  161. — This  child  was  quite  Uvid,  and  the 
circulation  very  imperfect  from  its  birtL;  it  died  on 
the  2d  day. 

No.  201. — This  child  had  spina  bifida;  it  died 
on  the  day  following  its  birth. 
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No.  204.— -This  child  was  bom  with  a  large 
tumour  projecting  from  the  back  of  the  head,  close 
to  the  neck,  nearly  as  large  as  the  head  itself.  It 
burst  shortly  after,  when  eight  or  ten  ounces  of  a 
fluid  resembling  water  tinged  with  blood  escaped. 
The  child  died  in  10  hours. 

The  tumour  to  a  considerable  extent  was 
covered  with  hair ;  the  remamder  being  bare  skin, 
of  a  thin  texture  with  a  bluish  tinge,  with  the 
exception  of  one  spot  the  size  of  a  shilling,  which 
had  almost  the  appearance  of  serous  membrane. 
The  ventricles  of  the  brain  were  much  dilated,  and 
communicated  freely  with  the  sac.  The  membranes 
were  extremely  vascular,  and  the  whole  contents  of 
the  cranium  in  a  dark,  congested  state.  The 
opening  through  which  the  tumour  had  formed,  was 
about  I  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  half  an  inch 
behind  the  foramen  magnum.  The  bones  of  the 
head  generally  were  very  imperfect  as  to  ossification. 

No.  212. — This  child  had  a  well-marked  syphilitic 
eruption  all  over  its  body  and  extremities,  of  which 
a  drawing  was  instantly  made.  It  breathed  but  for 
a  few  minutes. 

No.  222. — This  child  died  in  15  minutes;  its 
body  was  covered  with  a  syphilitic  eruption,  similar 
to  No.  212. 

No.  262. — This  child  had  spina  bifida;  the 
tumour  was  remarkably  large  and  globular ;  it  lived 
to  the  5th  day. 
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I  have  thus  given  as  many  of  the  particulan 
respecting  such  children  as  died  in  the  Hospital  as 
practicable  without  lengthening  the  detail  to  a 
wearisome  extent.  I  have  shown,  that  of  the  284 
deaths,  100  were  premature  births  ;  32  born  at  the 
full  period,  died  in  a  few  minutes  ;  70  also  at  the 
full  period,  died  in  a  short  time  after  birth  ;  more 
than  the  half  within  24  Jiours  ;  9  were  destroyed 
by  their  mothers ;  9  were  either  diseased  or  im- 
perfectly developed  at  birth  ;  37  died  of  nine^dagf 
fits  ;  15  were  twin  children  born  at  the  fuU  period. 
Of  the  remaining  cases,  as  also  of  such  as  exhibited 
any  peculiarity,  I  have  given  the  most  important 
features. 

I  have  been  thus  minute,  in  order  to  satisfy 
those  who  will  examine  this  subject  with  attention, 
of  what  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  as  a  fact^ 
viz.  that  death  in  children,  from  the  effects  of 
disease  during  the  first  10  days,  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  those  attacked  by  trismus,)  is  not  a 
common  occurrence.  The  chief  mortaUty  is 
observed  in  children  expelled  prematurely^  and  in 
such  as  are  born  in  an  extremely  feeble  state,  so  as 
not  to  have  strength  to  survive  delivery  many  hours. 
This  feeble  condition  is  frequently  the  consequence 
of  delivery,  where  the  child  presents  preter- 
naturally ;  or  of  the  labour  being  tedious  or  violent ; 
yet  in  the  great  majority  of  such  cases,  we  shall 
find  much  difficulty  in  attempting  to  explain  how 
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this  is  the  case.  To  prove,  that  tedious  labour  is 
not  often  the  cause,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  mention, 
as  is  clearly  shewn  by  the  tables,  that  of  the  284 
children  dead,  the  labour,  in  246  instances,  did  not 
exceed  twelve  hours. 

I  shall  conclude,  with  a  few  remarks  on  the 
occurrence  of  trismus  in  the  Hospital  during  my 
residence ;  a  disease,  from  its  obstinate  resistance 
to  all  modes  of  treatment,  of  much  interest  to  the 
medical  practitioner. 

Although,  when  it  attacks  the  infant  it  has 
hitherto  proved  fetal,  yet  in  the  year  1 784,  Doctor 
Clarke  suggested  a  means  of  prevention  which 
was  successftil  in  the  extreme,  as  shewn  by  the 
diminution  in  the  mortality  consequent  on  its 
adoption.  In  his  highly  instructive  treatise  on 
this  subject,  published  in  the  3d  vol.  of  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy,  he  states  that, 
"  at  the  conclusion  of  the  year  1 782,  of  seventeen 
*^  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  infants  bom  alive 
"  in  the  hospital,  2944  died  within  the  first  fort- 
"night  ;'*  that  is,  nearly  every  sixth  child,  or  about 
seventeen  in  the  hundred ;  about  19  of  every  twenty 
of  these,  he  adds,  died  of  nine-day  Jits. 

He  considered  a  foul  and  vitiated  state  of  the 
air  in  the  wards  of  the  Hospital  to  be  the  principal 
cause  of  this  disease.  To  counteract  which,  he 
had  apertures  of  considerable    size   made  in  the' 

2  L 
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ceilings  of  each  ward  (these  have  since  been 
changed  for  air-tubes  six  inches  in  diameter  pass^ 
ing  to  the  roof)  three  holes  of  an  inch  diameter 
were  made  in  an  oblique  direction  throogli  eadt 
window  frame  at  top ;  the  upper  part  of  the  doorti 
opening  into  the  galleries  were  also  perforcdied 
with  numerous  holes.  By  these  means  a  free  cir^ 
culation  of  air  was  at  all  times  secured  through  the 
wards,  and  effected  in  such  a  way  as  put  it  out  of 
the  power  of  the  nurses  tq  control  it. 

The  consequences  of  these  alterations,  as  stated 
by  Doctor  Clarke,  were  favourable  beyond  the  ex- 
pectation of  the  most  sanguine.  Of  8033  children 
born  subsequently  to  the  wards  being  ventilated  aa 
described,  only  419  died ;  tiiat  is  about  one  in  19i^ 
or  from  5  to  6  in  100,  instead  of  tiie  enormous 
mortality  before  mentioned. 

Thus,  by  his  valuable  suggestions,  16,371  lives 
have  been  saved;  as  had  the  mortality  of  infants 
continued  one  in  6  till  this  day,  the  number  of 
children  dying  of  the  131,227,  (which  is  the  total 
number  born  in  the  Hospital,)  would  be  21,871, 
instead  of  5500,  as  the  Hospital  Registry  now  shews. 

This  is  an  astounding  fact,  sufficient  to  arouse 
tjhe  attention  of  all  those  engaged  in  the  manage- 
laent  of  large  institutions,  where  numbers  of  yomjjg 
ereatores  are  assembled  together  under  the  same 
yoo^  a&d  calculated  to  enforce  upon  them  the  ne- 
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cesdity  of  paying  that  attention   to  ventilation  to 
which  it  is  so  |)reeminently  entitled. 

We  may  further  observe,  had  the  mortality  from 
the  period  at  which  the  Hospital  was  opened  been 
in  the  proportion  of  one  in  58i,  as  during  the  last 
^even  yeats^  the  deaths  would  not  have  amounted 
to  one  Jialf  even  of  the  reduced  number,  5,500  as 
above  stated,  and  thus  the  number  of  lives  saved 
would  have  been  more  than  doubled. 

I  have  but  little  doubt  that  by  strict  adherence 
to  free  ventHationj  in  conjunction  with  extreme 
vigilance  as  to  cleanliness,  so  as  to  entirely  destroy 
and  prevent  an  accumulation  of  foul  or  heated  aic 
in  the  wards,  this  frightful  disease  may  be  nearly 
banished  from  Lying-in  Hospitals.  The  means  of 
effecting  this,  as  adopted  with  singular  benefit,  will 
be  found  in  the  Observations  on  Puerperal  Fever, 
which  see  page  386. 

During  my  seven  years'  Mastership  there  were 
only  37  cases  of  trismus ;  of  these  14  occurred  the 
Jirst  year,  7  the  second^  3  the  thdrd,  3  the  Jburthj 
3  the  Ji/thy  3  the  sisthj  and  4  the  seventh  year. 
The  diminution  in  the  number  attacked  after  the 
second  year,  is  explained  by  the  additional  steps 
taken  to  free  the  wards  from  impure  air.  "When 
ihe  very  great  number  of  children  born  in  the 
Hospital  is  considered,  the  proportion  of  deaths 
from  this  disease  during  the  above  period  is  incon- 
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siderable,  not  amounting  to  more  than  one  in  450 
for  the  entire  time ;  but  for  the  last  four  years;  mt 
in  666 ;  a  fact  strongly  corroborative  of  the  state- 
ment as  to  the  benefit  to  be  derived  firom  the  meand 
of  prevention  above  described. 

In  order  to  insure  the  free  evacuation  of  the 
bowels  in  the  course  of  the  first  24  hours  after 
birth,  every  child  born  in  a  healthy  state  was  in  4 
or  5  hours  given  one  grain  of  calomel  and  two  of 
sugar,  followed  in  eight  or  ten  hours  by  castor  oil 
in  small  quantities,  until  the  bowels  yielded  satis^ 
factorily.  This  was  an  invariable  rule,  and  is  a 
practice  which  I  consider  very  desirable,  nor  have 
I  ever  found  it  injurious. 

For  a  description  of  the  way  in  which  trisinus 
attacks  infants,  I  shall  refer  the  reader  to  Doctor 
Clarke's  excellent  paper  already  alluded  to* 

From  dissection  in  such  cases  we  have  never 
been  able  to  discover  any  peculiar  morbid  appear- 
ance which  would  justify  us  in  offering  any  ex- 
planation of  the  pathology  of  this  disease. 

With  respect  to  the  treatment,  I  have  no  sug^ 
gestion  to  propose,  as  I  have  never  seen  an  instance 
where  the  child  seemed  even  temporarily  relieved 
by  the  measures  adopted.  Calomel  has  been  tried 
in  large  quantity,  also  in  small  doses  often  re- 
peated, as  well  as  extensive  friction  with  mercurial 
ointment.  1  have  tried  frequent  leeching  along  the 
spinal   column,    also   repeated    blistering   over    its 
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CAtire  length.  Opium  I  have  exhibited  in  many 
ways^  both  in  very  large  and  small  doses ;  also 
Tartar  Emetic  in  the  same  manner,  and  at  times 
both  combined.  I  have  tried  tobacco  extensively, 
in  the  form  of  stupes  and  injections  of  various 
degrees  of  strength,  from  one  grain  to  the  ounce  of 
fluid,  to  Jive  or  more  ;  besides  the  frequent  use  of 
the  warm  bath,  oil  of  turpentine,  tincture  of  soot 
assafoBtida,  and  many  of  the  ordinary  purgatives 
and  stimulants ;  and  all,  as  far  as  I  could  judge, 
without  a  shade  of  relief. 

After  such  a  statement,  comment  is  hardly 
necessary,  as  to  the  importance  of  using  every 
possible  exertion  for  the  prevention  of  a  disease  so 
universally  fatal. 

The  four  following  tables  shew  the  length  of  time 
each  of  the  284  children  lived  after  birth ;  also  the 
duration  of  the  labour  ;  the  age  of  the  mother,  and 
the  number  of  children  she  had  given  birth  to. 

Length  of  time  each  child  lived :  thus  1 5  lived  5 
minutes  and  so  on,  for  the  length  of  time  18  lived, 
sqe  Observations. 


HINUTES. 


length  of  time, 

5 

15 

10 
3 

15 
7 

30 
5 

No.  of  Children, 

HOURS 

ALIVE. 

Legnth  of  time,*" 

1 
7 

2 

7 

3 
2 

4 
7 

5 

1 

6 
9 

8 

9 

10 
3 

11 
2 

12 

13 
5 

17 
3 

30 

1 

36 

No.  of  Children, 

3 

2 

4 

518 


OBSEBVATIONS  OK 


DATS 

ALin 

u 

Length  of  time. 

1 
41 

2 

19 

3 

31 

4   5 
1120 

6 
23 

7 

Is 

8 

4 

9 
3 

10 
1 

11 

1 

I2|l4 

1     1 

I 

18 
I 

37 

I 

No.  of  Children, 

Duration  of  labour,  thus  3  women  were  i  hour, 
and  so  on ;  for  length  of  labour  in  16  cases,  refer 
from  general  table  to  Observations. 


Hours  in  labour, 

i 
3 

i 
4 

1 
42 

2 
57 

3 
33 

4 

36 

5 
17 

6 
15 

7 
6 

8 
9 

9 
6 

10 
5 

II 
2 

12 
11 

16 
4 

17 

1 

20 
1 

24 
5 

28 
1 

No.  of  Women, 

Hours  in  labour, 

30 
2 

35 

1 

36 
3 

40 
1 

48 
2 

30 

1 

60 

1 

No.  of  Women, 

. 

Age  of  patient,  thus  3  were  1 7  years  of  age. 


Age  of  Patients, 

17 
3 

18 
3 

19 
7 

20 
23 

21 
16 

•22 
20 

23 
20 

•24 
19 

25 

18 

•26 
17 

27 

12 

28 
22 

29 

8 

30 
44 

31 

7 

32 
10 

33 

34 

No.  of  Patients, 

7 

7 

1 

Age  of  Patients, 

35 

10 

36 
5 

37 
1 

38 
3 

40 
3 

No.  of   Patients, 

1 

First  or  subsequent  pregnancy,  thus   113  were 
1st  pregnancies. 


No.  of  Pregnancy, 

1 
113 

2 

47 

3 
41 

4 
>4 

5 

20 

6 

18 

7 

e 

8 
7 

9 

4 

6 

15 

No.  of  Women, 

il 

CHILDREN  DYING  IN  THB  HOSPITAL. 


519 


The  following  general  table  will  enable  the 
reader  to  make  many  useful  calculations ;  there  is 
also  frequent  reference  to  it  in  the  observations 
already  made.  In  the  column  headed  hours 
alive,  where  the  'figure  is  accompanied  by  the  letter 
M,  it  signifies  minutes.  In  the  column  headed 
Presentation,  Pr.  indicates  preternatural.  In 
some  of  the  calculations  the  twin  children  being 
in  a  few  instances  included  under  tiie  one  number 
causes  apparently  a   slight   inaccuracy. 
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REGISTRY  SHEWING  THE  MORTALITY  IN  THE 
EARLY  PERIODS  OF  CHILDHOOD. 

In  order  to  ascertain  as  far  as  possible  the  mor-r 
tality  in  the  earlier  periods  of  life,  I  kept  a  correct 
Registry,  during  my  residence  in  the  Hospital,  of 
the  totdt  number  of  children  each  patient  had 
previously  given  birth  to,  and  of  the  number  cdive, 
at  the  time  of  her  delivery.  ^ 

The  result  of  this  Regisd*y  is,  that  at  different 
periods  the  16,414  women  had  given  birth  to 
53,458  children ;  of  these  28,532  were  males j  or 
rather  more  than  8-15ths  of  the  entire,  and  24,926 
females.  Of  the  28,532  males,  17,437  were  living, 
or  rather  more  than  3-5ths ;  and  of  the  24,926 
females,  16,468  were  alive,  or  nearly  2-3ds. 

Of  the  entire  53,458  children,  33,905,  or  more 
than  3-5ths  continued  to  live  at  the  time  the  mothers 
were  last  delivered. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  expressing  the  deep 
obligation  I  feel  to  Doctors  Darley,  Evory 
Kennedy  (now  Master  of  the  Hospital)  Jonathan 
Labatt,  Wm.  O'Brien  Adams,  and  Edward  William 
Murphy,  who  were  in  rotirtion  my  Assistants  in  the 
Hospital ;  from  whom  at  all  times  I  deceived  the 


>^; 


'n\ 


I 


immm 


) 


520 

most  truly  valuable  aid  and  advic6,  and  whose  un- 
ceasing attention  to  the  duties  of  their  office 
enabled  me  to  furnish  these  minute  details  to  my 
professional  brethren. 


The  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital,  which  with  its 
appendages  form  the  south  side  of  Rutland  Square, 
is  ofte  of  the  noblest  monuments  e^^r  erected  to 
►charity  by  an  individual  never  possessed  of  much 
wealth.  The  magnificent  bequests  of  Guy  in 
London,  and  Herriott  in  Edinburgh,  effected  in 
their  respective  capitals  what  our  countryman 
Doctor  Bartholomew  Moss  accomplished  by  genius 
and  zeal  so  far  as  I  know  unprecedented. 

With  great  pleasure,  therefore,  I  take  advantage 
of  this  opportunity  of  recording  my  admiration  of 
the  founder  of  a  charity,  which,  in  the  last  77  years, 
has  afibrdod  relief  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  poor 
womenj  and  proved  highly  beneficial  to  the  rich,  by 
affording  so  vast  a  school  of  experience  to  students 
anxious  to  obtain  practical  knowledge. 


THE  END. 
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